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This invention relates to a wrist watch strap
and has special reference to the provision of a
stitchless wrist watch strap.

Wrist watch straps are made up to comprise
two secticns, a tongue section and a buckle hold-
Ing section, the tongue .section being provided
at one end with a watch attaching portion, and
the buckle holding section being provided at one
end with a watch attaching portion and at the
other end with a buckle attaching portion. The
watch attaching portions and the buckle attach-
ing portion are made by looping or folding under
the respective ends of the strap sections and
by -stitching these looped or folded under ends
to the bodies of the strap sections. This alone
would leave the underneath side of the strap in
an unsightly state and the strap is, therefore,
finished either by stitching to the strap sections
at the underneath faces thereof separate cover=
ing leather strips, or by stitching thereto leather
strips integral with the folded under portions.
The buckle holding strap section has also to be
provided with keepers for the tongue section and
these also have to be locked in position by stitch-
ing at appropriate places the plies of the buckle
holding strap section.

The prime object of the present invention cen-
ters about the provision of a wrist watch strap
which is of a stitchless construction. Accord-
ing to the present invention, both sections of
the strap, namely; the tongue and buckle hold-
ing sections, are made of single strips of mate-
rial, the watch attaching portions and the buckle
attaching portien being fashioned so that these
bortions may be formed by mechanical inter-
locking-and without the use of any stitches. Ac-
cording ‘to the present invention, the tongue
keepers are also fashioned and interrelated with
the buckle helding strap body so that the tongue
keepers may be mechanically locked to the body
of the buckle holding strap section without the
use of stitching. :

. A-wrist watch strap is thereby produced which
posgesses the following advantageous features:

(@) tearing or breaking away of the strap por-

tions duye to the pulling out or wearing away of
the stitches is thereby wholly obviated; (b) a
neater watch strap is produced due to the fact
that the thickness is reduced, particularly at
the edges, to a single ply, and due to the further
Tact that the unsightly stitches are eliminated;
(¢) the watch straps may be made with greater
economy hecause of the reduction of the mate-
ria]l used and because of the elimination of
stitching - operations; and (d) the novel con-
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struction of the wrist watch straps made accord-
ing to the present invention imparts thereto a
novel and attractive design and appearance.

To the accomplishment of the foregoing ob-
jects and such other objects as may hereinafter
appear, the present invention resides in the
novel structural - principles of the wrist watch
strap as herein described and sought to be de-
fined in the appended claims.

In the appended drawing:

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the wrist watch
strap showing its attachment to a wrist watch ;

Figure 2 is a top plan view thereof showing the
parts in buckle attaching relation:

Figure 3 is a bottom plan view of the two sec-
tions of the strap detached one from the other ;

Figure 4 is a plan view (with the intermediate
part broken away) of the strip or blank from
which the. strap tongue is fashioned;

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one end of
the strap tongue depicting one stage in the man-
ner of forming the watch attaching end thereof s

Figure 6 is a view of an annular strip or blank
from which the keepers are formed in the as-
sembling of the strap;

Figure 7 is a plan view of a strip of material
or blank from which the buckle holding strap
section is made;

Figure 8 is a perspective view. of parts of the
strips or blanks shown in Figures 6 and 7 and
depicting the first step of assembling these parts;

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the blanks
or strips of Figures 6 and 7 showing a further
stage in assembling the same; and

Figure 10'is a perspective view of the assem-
bly of Figure 9-showing the finishing stages of
the assembling thereof.

From this brief description of the figures it
will be seen that all of the strap parts, namely,
the tongue blank shown in Figure 4, the buckle
holding blank shown in Figure 7 and the keeper
blank shown in Figure 6 are so constructed that
they are capable of being assembled by me-
chanically interlocking the parts and without any
stitching to produce the watch strap product
shown in Figure 1, 2 or 3.

The wrist watch strap of the invention com-
prises the stitchless strap tongue section gener-
ally designated as 29 and the stitchless buckle
holding section generally designated as 22, the
tengue section having a folded under end por-
tion 24 interlaced with and thereby anchored to
the tongue strap body 28, and forming a watch
attaching loop; and the buckle holding section
22 having opposite folded under end portions 28
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2nd 29 both interlaced with and thereby an-
ehored to the buckle holding strap body 32, the
end portion 23 forming a watch attaching loop
and the end portion’ 3%, forming a buckle hold-
ing loop. - The tongue section 20 is pierced to
provide the customary perforations 34 for re-
ceiving the tongue element 36 of the customary
buckle 88. Completing the watch strap there is
provided the two keepers 40 and 42 for receiving
and holding the-strap tongue. -

The stitchless strap tongue section 20 .com-

prises a single strip of material made up from a
blank such as illustrated in Figure 4-of the draw-
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ing. For anchoring the watch attaching portion . .

24 of the tongue section, the said end portion
24 is provided with a terminal piece 44 and the
body 26 of the tongue 20 is provided with the pair
of slots 46 and 48, these being related so that the
terminal piece 44 may be threaded through the
slots 8% and 48 and become interlaced therewith
as depicted in Figures 5 and 3 of the drawing.
The end 50 of the terminal piece 44 is enlarged or
made wing shaped (anchor shaped) so that after
the terminal piece is threaded through the slots,
the end portion will be securely anchored in posi-
tion" (see Figure 3).

By means of this construction the tongue 20 is,
therefore, formed of a single ply material, for
example leather; and the watch attaching por-
tion 24 thereof which is adapted to-be received-by
the usual bail end pin of a watch such as 52,
is ‘fashioned -without any - stitching - operation.
The mechanical interlocking depicted-in Figure
3 is concealed when the strap is on the user’s
hand; as illustrated in Figures 1 and 2 of the
drawing, and the watch attaching end of the
tongue section is suitably ornamented by the
interlaced portion of the terminal strip #4 as
shown particularly in Figures 1 and 2 of the
drawing. '

The buckle holding strap section 22 also com-
prises a single strip of material made from a
suitable blank such as shown in Figure 7 of the
drawing. If desired, this section of the strap
may be made in the same way as the tongue sec-
tion of the strap, with the exception that both
ends instead of only one end are folded or looped
and interlaced with the strap body. However, I
prefer to interlace the opposite end portions of
this strap section in such a way that the keep-
ers 40 and 42 may also thereby be locked in
the desired positions shown in Figure 2 or 3 of
‘the drawing. :

The body 32 of the strap section 22 is, there-.

fore, provided with two pairs of slots, one pair
being ‘54 ‘and 56 and the other pair being 58
and 66, and the watch attaching end 28 is pro-
vided with a pair of slots 62 and 64 which are
adapted to register with the slots 58 and 68 when
the end portion 28 is looped or moved to a folded
under condition. The opposite or buckle holding

end 30 of this strap section is provided with an

elongated terminal piece 66 formed at its outer-
most end with an enlarged or wing shaped (an-
chor ‘shaped) - element 68. “For receiving the
tongue 36 .of the buckle 38, the strap section 22 is
provided with o longitudinal slot 70, The blank
with all these provisions may be made in a single
blanking ‘operation to produce the strip shown in
Figure.T. - :

The blank of Figure T may be readily fashioned
into the desired strap section in the manner de-
. picted in Figures 8; 9 and-10 of the drawing.
The buckle holding portion 30 (after the buckle
is placed in -position) is formed by folding the
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terminal piece 66, and the watch attaching por-
tion 28 is formed by folding the opposite end. of
the blank so that the slots 62 and 64 register
with the slots 58 and 60. The elongated ter-
minal piece 66 (which is substantially narrower
than the. body of the strap section) is then
threaded through. the slots, the same being-first
threaded through the slots 54 and -56- and then
through the registering slots 62—88 and 64—60,
all as is fuliy illustrated-in Figures 9 and 10 of
the drawing. The wing shaped enlarged piece
68 which is flexed during the threading opera-
tion forms the final anchoring means for secur-
ing the parts in position.

By means of this construction, therefore, the
buckle holding section. is essentially made of a
single ply material, the watch attaching and

‘buckle attaching portions thereof being formed

without any stitching, ' The watch attaching por-
tion thereof is adapted to receive the other bail
end pin ‘of the watch 52, as is illustrated in Fig-
ure 1 of the drawing; and by reference thereto
as well as to Figure 2 of the drawing, it will be
seen that only the interlacing parts of the ter-
minal strip 66 are visible from . the outside or
top face of the - strap, imparting thereto an:
attractive new design and appearance.

The ‘two tongue keepers 40 and 42 are made
from the single annular and substantially rec-
tangular blank 12 shown in Figure 6 of the draw-.
ing. This single blank is used to produce both
keeper sections 40.and 42. This is accomplished
by ‘assembling this blank 72 and by interlock-
ing the same in the manner depicted in Figures
8, 9-and- 10 of the drawing. The two sides of
the blank 12 are folded under the strap body 32
(as viewed in Figures 8 and 9 the folding is over
the strap body), and when the terminal piece 66
is laced through the slots 54 and 56, the folded
under sides of the blank 12 are locked in position.
When the interlacing of the terminal piece. is
completed, both keeper sections 40 and 42 are
securely held against any displacement. as will
be ‘clear by reference to Figures 9 and 10 of the
drawing, the resulting structure being  shown
in Pigure 3 of the drawing. - The double keeper
sections are, therefore, made from a single piece
of material and are secured in position without
any stitching operation. :

The manner of making the stitchless wrist
watch strap of my present invention and the ad-
vantages in the construction produced will in the
main be clearly apparent from the above detailed
description thereof. - By the elimination of stitch-
ing, the tearing or breaking away of any of the
strap portions due to the pulling out or wearing
away of the stitches is eliminated. A meater
watch strap is produced due to a number of fac-
tors. Firstly, both sections of the strap are es-
sentially single ply sections. The strap is, there-
fore, thin and particularly at the side edges, thus
imparting to the strap a neat appearance. Sec-
ondly, the stitches are eliminated, imparting a
petter finish and neater appearance to the strap.
Thirdly, the interlaced parts present a novel and,
therefore, distinctive appearance. As is clear
from the drawing, the assembling of the parts
is a very simple procedure and the straps may
be, therefore, made more economically. . The
economy is largely due to two factors: first, the
fact that less material need be used in making a
finished ‘strap, and, second, the fact that the
costly and wearisome stitching operations are
eliminated. - .

While I have disclosed the preferred form of
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the watch strap construction, it will be obvious
that changes may be made in the structure with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention
defined in the following claims.

I claim:

1. In a wrist watch strap, a stitchless buckle
holding strap section comprising a single strip
of material forming a buckle holding strap body
and having opposite folded under end portions,
one end portion forming s buckle attaching loop
and the other end portion forming a watch at-
taching loop, slots formed in the body of said
strap section adjacent each end thereof, one of
said end portions having slots registeting with
the contiguous slots in the strap body, and the
other of said end portions having an elongated
terminal piece which threads through the slots
at one end and then through the registering slots
at the other end of the strap body, the said ends
being thereby anchored to the strap body.

2. In a strap, a stitchless buckle holding strap
section comprising a single strip of material
forming a buckle holding strap body and having
a folded under end portion forming a buckle at-
taching loop, a tongue keeper held in the fold
of said end portion, the said end portion having
a terminal piece which is interlaced with the body
of said strap section beyond said tongue keeper
whereby the end portion is anchored to the strap
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body and the tongue keeper is locked in position.
- 3. In a strap, a stitchless buckle holding strap
section comprising a single strip of material hav-
ing a folded under end portion forming a buckle
attaching loop, a double tongue keeper providing
two keeper sections made of an annular piece of
material having its two sides folded in overlap-
ping relation under the strap body, the said end
portion having a terminal piece which is inter-
laced with the body of said strap section at a
region between the two keeper sections whereby
the end portion is anchored to the strap body
and the two keeper sections of said double tongue
keeper are locked in position.

4. In a strap, a stitchless buckle holding strap -
section comprising a single strip of material hav.
ing a folded under end portion, forming a buckle
attaching loop, a double tongue keeper providing
two keeper sections made of an annular piece of
material having its two sides folded in overlap-
ping relation under the strap body, slots in the
body of said strap section in the region between
the keeper sections, the said end portion having
a terminal piece which is threaded through said
slots and thereby interlaced with the body of said
strap section whereby the end portion is anchored
to the strap body and the two keeper sections of
said double tongue keeper are held in position.

WM. H. PARTRIDGE.




