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This invention relates to a novel and useful safety de-
vice for: trigger guards on firearms and the like, and
more particuiarly to a safety cover comprising an open
topped trough shaped body adapted to fit about and
snugly receive the guard assembly of a firearm so that the
trigger of the firearm will be completely enclosed thus
eliminating the possibility. of an “unloaded firearm” be-
ing accidentally discharged.

In the past there have been far too many tragic in-

stances of “unloaded firearms” being - accidentally dis-

charged. Of course, firearms should not be handled if
they are loaded unless the person handling the firearm
contemplates using the latter in the very near future, but
occasionally, and far too often, firearms believed to be
unloaded are handied carelessly, or at least without exer-
cising proper caution, when ‘actually they are loaded.
In the past various types of safety covers for trigger
guard assemblies have been devised as a safety precaution

for preventing the accidental discharge of “unloaded fire-:

arms” but most of these have included the provision of a
cover assembly hingedly or at least swingably mounted to
the firearm. - Not only does a hingedly mounted. trigger
guard hinder a person when firing the firearm, but it also
has a tendency to cause the pérson contemplating using
the firearm to maintain the safety cover in an open posi-
tion so that the trigger of the firearm may be readily
accessible should he desire to discharge the firearm, This
of course defeats the purpose of the safety cover and it
is therefore the main obiect of this invention to provide a
safety cover for trigger guard assemblies which may be
secured to a trigger guard assembly in a manner whereby
the cover will be frictionally retained in engagement with
the trigger guard assembly but may be, on an instant’s
notice, be readily removed...

A further object of this mventmn, in accordance with
the immediately preceding object, is to. provide a safety
cover which may be quickly secured to a trigger guard
assembly or transferred from one to the other without
effecting alterations of the firearms to which the cover is
secured.

Yet another object of this invention is to provide a
safety cover which will completely enclose the trigger
guard -assembly of a firearm in tight frictional engage-
ment therewith so that moisture in the form of fog or
rain and dust will' not.-be able to penetrate the firing
mechanism of the firearm to which the trigger guard cover
is secured.

* A final object to be specifically enumerated herein is to
provide a trigger guard assembly cover that will conform
to conventional forms of manufacture, be of simple and
durable construction and easy to use so as to provide a
device that will be economically feasible, long lasting and
of little bother to use.

“These together with other objects and advantaoes which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing forming a part hereof, wherein like nu-
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:
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al view taken substantially upon a plane indicated by the
section line 3—3 of FIGURE 2;
FIGURE 4 'is a top pilan view:of the trigger guard

" cover illustrated in FIGURE 3; and
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‘FIGURE 5 is a transverss vertical sectional view taken
substantially upon the plane indicated by the section line
5-—5 of FIGURE 4.

Referring now more specifically to the drawings there
will be seen a conventional form of firearm in FIGURE
1 generally designated by the reference numeral 18. The
firearm 16 is in the form of a rifle including a stock 12
and a barrel generally designated by the reference nu-
meral 14 having a bolt mechanism generally referred to
by the reference numeral 16, The trigger assembly 18
projects from beneath the lower surface of the stock 12
and includes a trigger 20 and an open frame-like trigger
guard 22. The trigger guard 22 is generaily U-shaped
in longitudinal section and the legs 24 and 26 of the
trigger guard 22 terminate in right angled base mounting
portions 28 and 30 respectively.

It is to be understood that the trigger guard 22 is
more or less in the form of a rigid strap member substan-
tially wider than its thickness and that the width of the
trigger guard 22 is slightly greater than the width of the
trigger 20,

Referring now more specifically to FIGURES 2 through
5 it will be noted that the cover assembly is generally
designated ‘by the reference numeral 32 and includes a

- pair, of opposite side walls 34 and 36 interconnected by
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means of end walls 38 and 40 and a bottom wail 42.
The cover assembly 32 is in the form of an open topped
trough shaped body and is constructed of any suitable
resilient material such as rubber.

Formed on each of the side walls 34 and 36 along the
marginal portions thereof are a plurality of inwardly
projecting marginal lugs 44 and 46 that are spaced slight-
ly from the bottom wall 42 and the end walls 38 and 4§
respectively.

Each of the marginal lugs are substantially. semi-circu-
lar in cross-section and are provided with substantiaily
flat surfaces 48 and 3¢ respectively opposing the bottom
wall 42 and the end walls 38 and 4% respectively. The
distance the lugs 44 and 46 are spaced from the bottom
wall 42 and the end walls 38 and 40 is determined by the
thickness- of the trigger guard 22 with the lugs being
spaced from the bottom wall 42 and the end walls 38 and
40 ' a distance slightly greater than the thickness of the
trigger guard 22 so as to form a recess 51 immediately
adjacent the inner surfaces of the bottom and end walls
for snugly receiving the trigger gnard 22. :

Each of the side wails 34 and 36 is also provided with
an inwardly projecting upper lug 52Z adjacent the upper
edges of the side walls 34 and 36 and intermediate the

- opposite ends thereof. The upper lugs 52 are adapted
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FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of the trlgget ’
guard cover shown mounted -upon the trigger guard as- -

sembly of a conventional form of firearm;

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the trig-
ger guard cover;

FIGURE 3 is an enlarged longitudinal vertical section-
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to frictionally engage opposite sides of the trigger 26 and
thus, the lugs 52 project slightly further inwardly from
the side walls 34 and 36 than the lugs 44 and 46 inasmuck
as the trigger 20 is of less width than the trigger guard 22.
The side walls 34 and 36 are further provided with
retaining lugs 54 that are adapted to frictionally engage
the base mounting portions 28 and 3¢ of the trigger gnard
22. These retaining lugs 54 project inwardly stightly less
than the lugs 46 and are to frictionally engage the oppo:
site sides of the mounting portions 28 and 3¢ and no!
overlap those portions as the lugs 44 and 46 are adaptec
to slightly overlap the side edges of the guard 22 posi
tioned in the space defined between the lugs 44 and 4¢
and the bottom wall 42 and the end walls 38 and 40.
In operatlon, whether the firearm 12 is loaded or not
the cover 32 is posmoned over the trigger guard 22 witl
the latter received in the space defined between the lug:
44 and 46 and the bottom wall 42 and the end walls 38
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and 40 and the retaining lugs 54 frictionally engaging the
opposite sides of the mounting portions 28 and 30. In
this manner, the lugs 44, 46 and 54 frictionally engage

portions of the trigger guard 22 to resiliently resist the -

removal of the cover assembly 32 and the lugs 52 fric-
tionally engage the opposite sides of the trigger 28.

When the cover assembly 32 is thus positioned it will
not only greatly reduce the possibility of the firearm 16
being accidentally discharged but it will also prevent the
entrance of moisture, dust, and the like into the trigger
mechanism of the firearm 10. When it is desired to re-
move the cover assembly 32, the outwardly projecting
lugs 56 formed on the outer surfaces of the side walls 34
and 36 will facilitate the remova] of the cover assembly
32 in a rapid manner so that the firearm 16 may be in-
stantaneously readied for discharging when it is desired.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly, all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope
of the invention as claimed.

* What is claimed as new is as follows:

In combination with a firearm having an ocutwardly
projecting trigger and a generally U-shaped trigger guard
therefor of the type having a pair of depending and gen-
erally parallel legs interconnected at their lower ends
by means of a bight portion, the upper ends of said legs
including base mounting portions overlying portions of
said firearm adjacent said trigger and secured to said fire-
arm, a safety cover comprising a one-piece open topped
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trough-shaped body of resilient material including op-
posite side walls interconnected by opposite end walls and
a bottom wall, said body snugly and removably receiving
said guard with the outer surfaces of said legs and bight
portion disposed in surface to surface contacting relation
with the inner surfaces of said end walls and said bottom
wall respectively, the marginal portions of said side walls
adjacent said bottom and end walls being provided with
integral inwardly projecting marginal lugs disposed a
spaced distance from said end walls and said bottom wall
and defining a guard receiving recess inwardly of said
bottom and end walls for snugly receiving corresponding
portions of said guard between said marginal lugs and
said bottom wall and end walls, said marginal lugs formed
on both of said side walls with the lugs on each side wall
aligned with the lugs on the other side wall and the
adjacent free ends of corresponding lugs being spaced
apart a distance less than the width of said trigger guard,
at least one inwardly projecting upper lug formed on
each of said side walls adjacent the upper edges thereof
and intermediate the opposite ends thereof frictionally
engaging opposite sides of said trigger.
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