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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JosgruA BROWN, of
Quiney, in the county of Norfolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Key-Hole Guards, of
which the following is a specitication.

Door-locksasheretofore construeted and now
in general use and applied to outside doors
when locked serve only as a slight protection
against the entrance of thieves or burglars, on
account of the ease and facility with which
they may be unulocked from the outside by
means of pliers adapted to enter the key-hole
and turn the key left in the lock upon the in-
side; and in case the key be removed there-
frow, then the lock may be picked or unlocked
by skeleton keys. These and other objections
are overcome by my invention, which consists
in the construction, eombination, and arrange-
ment of a sliding plate upon one or both sides
of the lock, adapted to be actuated by tarving
the key thereof iuto the proper position for re-
moval after thebolt is thrown or locked, which
wovement of the key actuates or slides a plate
over the key-hole in the opposite side of the
lock, thereby completely closing the key-hole
against the introduction of a key or other de-
vice whatever, as hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and set forth.

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
door-lock, a portion being bLroken away to
sbow the application of my invention. Fig.2
shows a plan view of oue plate or side of the
lock, with sliding plate in position to be slid
over the key-hole. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of
the lock with sliding platesin position relative

to the key, and showing the formation of the

upper and loweror inward and outward edges
or surfaces of the key, which cause the oppo-
site plates to be moved over the key-hole.

A represents the case of' the lock, of usual
coustruction. :

B B’represent sliding key-hole gnard-plates,
being provided at one end with a small pro-
jeection, C, and held in the proper position by
one or more spiral or other friction-springs, D,
which bear against the inner surface of the
said sliding plates B, as shown in Fig. 3.

E represents the spindle of the key, having
a bearing-seat against the outer surface of the
casing A -of the lock,
ward end of said spindle E stops short or ends
Jjust before reaching the sliding plate B, so as
to permit the straight-faced inward edge or
lower end portiou of the key-bit F to come in
contact with the projection C on the sliding

The lower end or in-
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plate B when the key-bit arrives at the posi- .

tion shown in Fig. 2 after locking the Dolt.

It will be seen in Fig. 3 that the noteh H in
the upper or opposite edge portion of the key-
bit G permits this portion of the key-bit to
pass the projection C of the sliding plate B/,
and thus slide plate B over the key-hole with-
out distnrbing plate B, and the reverse oper-
ation when the key is inserted in the opposite
side of the lock.

This kind of lock may be provided with one
or more levers, as usual.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim is— ]

The c¢ombination, with a door-lock, of the
sliding plates B B/, each provided with a pro-
jection, G, and held iun position by the spiral
friction-spring D, and a key-Dbit having the
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portions I and G, all being counstructed .and g3

arranged substantiallyasshownand described,
as and for the purposes set forth.

JOSHUA BROWN.

Witnesses:
FREDERICK HARDWICK, -
JAS, E. TIRRELT..



