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Be ‘it known that we, SAMUEL SILLS and
JOHN EDWIN 'Wo00D, both of Thornton,in the
connty of Providence and State of Rhode
Island, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Hosiery; and we hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, reference be-
inghad to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing part of this specification.

This invention has reference to stockings,
or socks. ,

The object of the invention is toconstruet
a stocking, or sock, in which no side seams
are used.

“Another object of the invention is to con-
struet a sock, or stocking, formed from the
material without boarding or stretching.

The invention consists in certain peculiar
steps in the process of construction to pro-
duce a new and useful article of hosiery as
will hereinafter be more fully deseribed and
pointed out in-the claims.

Figure 1 represents a portion of a stoeking
indicating our improved construction. Fig.
2 represents an enlarged view of the heel-
portion of the improved stocking to more
clearly indicate the lines of knitting, Fig. 3
representing a similar view of a portion of an
ordinary stocking.

Similar letters and numbers of reference
designate corresponding parts throunghout.

‘Stockings and socks have heretofore been
constructed with heel-portions, similar to that
illustrated in Fig. 3 of thedrawings, in which
the lower leg-portion 5 was stopped at the un-
der surface of the heel and joined together
by a heel-seam, the sole 6 being joined to this
heel-portion by the seam 7 and to the instep-
piece 8 by the seam 9; variations of this con-
struction bave been maae, but in all of them
the seam 9 and seams extending therefrom to-
ward the heel of the stocking are prominent.
In order to produce a better appearance in
the lower portion of the stocking which is
not secured by the knitting, the stockings
are stretched or boarded to produce what is
known as the fashioned heel, giving a nar-
row appearance to the ankle portion by form-

-ing a rearwardly-extending heel-pocket, and

dressing or stiffening preparations are some-
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times applied to preserve this appearance for
a time, when the stockings are wet the ma-
terial returns to its natural position and a

baggy appearance is produced at the back of 55

the ankle. -

Our desire has been to form a stocking in
whieh no seams 7 and 9, or their equivalents,
are necessary, and to add to the heel-portion

sufficient material to form a rearwardly-ex- 6o

tending heel-pocket, or fashioned heel, which
will retaln its shape after Washlng,—ﬂn our

construction we continue the lines or wales of*
knitting 10-—10 from the leg-portion 5 to the

sole 6—6 and also to the instep 8, curving 65

these lines to correspond with the general di-
rection of the stocking by the introduction
or withdrawal of extra wales in places to se-
cure the fashioning of the heel. The heel-

pocket 5 is formed byinter-knitting with the yo

lower leg-portions material which extends in
the same general lines, as at 11—11, and fur- -
nishing the edges with the seam-strip 12 of
the same material, after the knitting opera-

tion the seam strips or selvages of the oppo- 75

site portions of the fabric are joined together
by sewing. This stockmg is knit on a ma-
chine having a single row of needlesand pro-
vided with mechamsm fornarrowing, or wid-

ening, by skipping the predetermined num- 8o

ber-of needles as the carriages move across,
‘or by adding these needles. The knitting of
the stocking is started in the usual way for
flat km_ttmg, at the top; after a piece about

two inches long is knit it is doubled over to 85

form the welt, the knitting then proceeds as
usnal. Onreaching the narrowest portion of
the ankle the stitches at the selvages 12 are
carried outward by fashioning points during

the widening of the heel by the introduection go

of extra wales, and are carried inward by said
points during the narrowing of the heel by
the withdrawal of said extra wales as usual
in widening and narrowing at the selvages of
knit fabrics by fashioning points.

ing thus knitted the blank is folded length-
wise and the selvages or seam-strips,12—12
are joined at their edges by sewing forming
the-seam B S,—in actual practice it is found
that when stockings thus formed are pressed 1co
the wales 10 W111 be slightly curved. The
improved stocking thus formed i is more com-
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fortable than the ordinary one from the fact
that the only seam is at the back at B andin
the center of the sole at S, and this is not
prominent, although necessarily shown soin
the drawings, while the fashioned heel isim-
portant to the fit and appearance. _

Having thus described our invention, we
claim ‘as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The method herein described of forming
the heels of stockings knit as flat webs, said
method consisting in adding extra wales to
widen the fabrie, in withdrawing said wales

-

to narrow, and then joining the edges, sub-
tantially as described.

2. A stocking having a back seam and a
heel-pocket consisting of additional wales ad-
jacent to said seam.

In witness whereof wehave hereunto set our
hands.

‘ SAMUEL SILLS.
JOHN EDWIN WOOD.

Witnesses:
HeNRY J. MILLER,
M. F. Brica.




