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To all who, it may concern. 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM S. CoRD, 

residing at Oceanpark, and ii ERBERT F. 
HEYWOOD, residing at Los Angeles, county 
of Los Angeles, and State of California, both 
citizens of the United States, have invenied 
a new and useful Lock-Switch for Electric 
Meters, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

in connection with an electric meter, a lo ...Y 

switch whereby tie current can be locked on 
or off the service circuit by means which are 
contained within and protected by the meter 
casing. 
The accompanying drawings 

invention. 
Figure is a plan of the meter with the 

lock switch in locked 'off’ position. Fig. 2 
is a rear view of the meter mechanism show 
ing connection of the switch thereto, a part 
of the case being shown in section. Fig. 3 is 
a section on line a-v Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a 
plan of a modified form of lock. Fig. 5 is a 
perspective of the fixed portion of the switch. 
Fig. 6 is a perspective of the movable mem 
ber thereof. 

1 designates a meter case which contains 
and protects the meter mechanism 2 and 
lock switch, hereinafter described. The me 
ter mechanism 2 may be of any usual con 
struction and is not herein specifically de 
scribed. The usual connection block 4 at 
one side of the mechanism is retained, but 
for the connection block at the other side is 
substituted a switch block or support 5 (see 
Fig. 4) of insulating material, having fas 
tened thereto two pairs of metallic contact 
blocks 7, 8 each block 8 having a lateral ex 
tension 8 formed as a socket to receive a 
connecting wire for the service leads 9, 9', 
and the blocks 7 being connected by wires 
10, 11 to the meter 3. Terminals 12, 13 on 
connection block 4 are connected to the Sarv 
ice leads 14, 14' leading to the lamps, etc. 
The movable member of the switch consists 
of a cylinder 16 of insulating material, 
through which extends two plates 17, 18, 
plate 17 extending above the upper end of 
the cylinder. Said cylinder fits, and is rota 
tably movable in, a bore or socket 19 extend 
ing vertically through the insulating con 
nection block 5, aforesaid, in such mannel 
that in a certain position of the said cylinder 
the plate 17 thereof will establish connection 

illustrate the 

i. 

at the upper part of the switch between the 
upper blocks S and 7, and the plate 18 at the 
lower part of the cylinder will establish coln 
nection between the lower blocks 8 and 7, 
said blocks being exposed within said bore. 
When the cylinder is turned to a position at 
light angles to that above referred to the 
metal plates 17, 18 will be out of contact 
with the said contact blocks 7, 8 and the cir 
switch being a double-pole switch. 
per plate 17 of the switch serves also as an 
operating means for the Switch and extends 
through the opening 20 in the top of the 
containing case of the meter, an operating 
lever 21 being pivoted at 22 on this plate, 
said lever being preferably of insulating 

The up 

material and having a yoke or fork 23 adapt 
ed to embrace one or the other of two lugs 24, 
24" on the top of the meter case, these lugs 
being so situated as to hold the switch in 
either closed or open position. Lever fork 
23 and lugs 24 are perforated as at 25 to re 
ceive a bolt 26 of a suitable key controlled 
lock, as, for example, a pad-lock 27. 
When it is desired to turn off the current 

from the house the switch lever 21 is moved 
to the position shown in Fig. 1 and is secured 
in that position by means of the pad-lock 27. 
It is not possible for the consumer or other 
persons to then tamper with the switch so as 
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I obtain current without destroying the 
lock. When service is to be rendered to 

: a house the switch lever is moved to the po 
sition, where its fork will engage with the 
other lug 24' andlocked in that position, thus 
locking the switch in position to establish 

| connection to the house. This device takes 
the place of and dispenses with the usual 
outside connection syvitch which is liable to 
be tampered with, its terminals being ex 
posed in such manner that, it can be readily 
short, circuited. By inclosing the lock 
switch within the meter case, the terminals 
are protected from any attempted short cir 
cuiting by unauthorized persons. In place 
of the key controlled lock any other lock 
may be used, for example, a lead or other 
seal, as shown at 30 in Fig. 4, or the switch 
plug may be removed bodily from the switch 
block, and retained by the party attending 
to the meter, What we claim is: 

1. In combination with an electric meter 

cuit will be interrupted at both sides, the 
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and its containing case, a switch contained 110 
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within the case and controlling the circuit, 
through the meter, a fixed part on the meter 
and key controlled means for locking said 
switch to said fixed part in either cit sect Gr 
open position of the Switch. 

2. In combination with a meter and its 
containing case, said meter provided with tel 
iminals for supply and consumption circuits, 
a switch contained within the meter case and 
controlling the connection of said circuits 

Said meter, an operating level for said and of 
switch extending Outside of said case, a fixed 
part on the case, and key conti's led it cling 
means for lecking saidlewei' to said fixed part. 

3. In combination with an electric inne{ei' 
and its containing case, a Switch Cintained 
in the meter case and comprising an inst lat 
ing support, having a bore, contacts exposed 
within said bore, an insulating cylinder 
mounted to rotate in said it'e and iii. viiig 
plates extending through same to c{r}lect 
tine aforesaid contact in a given position of 
the cylindel', means extending from Said 
cylinder to the outside of the meter case, all 
operating lever pivoted on said last-named 
means, lugs on the meter case and key coin 
tirolled iocking means for locking 
to either of said lugs. 

4. In combination with an electric meter 
and its containing case, a socket in Said case 

said level 
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having fixed terminals, a switch contained 
within the case and a removable fitting in 
said socket, and provided with contacts co 
operating with said fixed terminals for con 
trolling the circuit through the meter, and 
means for locking said switch in position in 
said socket in either closed or open position 
(if he switch. 

5. In combination with an electric metel' 
and its containing case, said case having a 
socket, a switch plug contained within the 
case and fitting within said socket, said plug 
being 'of a table in the socket and provided 
with a part extending (utside of the case, a 
fixed part on the case, means for connecting 
said plug to said fixed part, and key con 
trolled means for lacking said parts in such 
connection whereby the plug is locked in 
either closed (1 open position in its socket ol', 
on link}cking the said connection, can be 
moved to either closed or open position or 
can be removed from its socket. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto 
tour hands at Los Angeles, California, this 
day of September 190S. 

WLLAM. S. CORD. 
ERBERT F. EYWOOD, 

Fin presence of - 
ARTHUR P. KNIGHT, 
FRAN R. L. A. GRAHAM. 
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