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United States Patent Office 2,970,027 
Patiented Jan. 31, 1961 

2,970,027 
BOOK MATCH DISPENSER 

John Bulger and John Conner, both of 156 Newton St., 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Filed Aug. 18, 1958, Ser. No. 755,516 
1 Claim. (C. 312-42) 

This invention relates to a device for dispensing match 
books, and more particularly has reference to a dispenser 
which can be either hung upon a wall, or disposed upon 
a horizontal support surface, with said dispenser being 
designed for either household use or for use in commer 
cial establishments. 
The widespread use of match books makes advisable 

the provision of a means for conveniently holding a quan 
tity of said books in position to permit a single book to 
be dispensed swiftly and easily. For example, in the 
household it is conventional practice to buy an entire 
carton of match books, and ordinarily, the match books 
are left loose in a drawer, or are kept in the carton. In 
either instance, considerable inconvenience results, since 
the match books are not readily available, and if left 
exposed directly within their associated carton, present 
an unattractive appearance. 
Then again, match books are conventionally dispensed 

with packages of cigarettes or other tobacco purchases. 
Again, the match books are ordinarily kept within their 
associated carton, and the same inconveniences noted in 
connection with household use are present here, also. 

Still further, when a match book has been partially 
used, one may desire to leave it in a convenient location, 
and such location does not exist if one is required to re 
turn the partially used match book to the carton. Fur 
ther, leaving the partially used match books at different 
locations in the household, in a haphazard manner, does 
not represent any solution to this particular problem. 

In view of the above, it is proposed to provide a dis 
penser for match books which will eliminate the several 
inconveniences noted above. More specifically, it is pro 
posed in carrying out the invention to provide a match 
book dispenser which will be designed particularly for 
holding a stack or a plurality of stacks of match books, 
in a manner such that the match books will automatical 
ly feed to a dispensing slot or opening, where there will 
be, at all times, a single match book available to be re 
moved by a user. 
A more specific object, in connection with the wall 

hung modification of the invention, is to provide a device 
that can be attached to the wall of a kitchen or other 
room of the house, to have the match books available, 
at all times, ready for use, with the construction being 
designed to provide a ledge on which partially used match 
books can be kept, 

Another object, in connection with the form of the 
invention supportable on a horizontal surface, is to adapt 
the device for commercial use, that is, the device may be 
kept upon a cigar counter of a store, to facilitate the free 
dispensing of matches during the purchase of various to 
bacco products. 

Still another object is to provide a dispenser of the 
character described that can be made in any of various 
sizes, so as to accommodate match books holding fifty 
matches, match books holding twenty matches, and 
match books (holding either of these quantities) which 
are of slightly larger than standard size. 
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Still another object is to so form the device that it 

can be manufactured at a very low cost, from inexpen 
sive, readily obtainable material, such as a thin sheet 
metal, or plastic. 
A further object is to form the device in such a man 

ner that it will have a considerable amount of Surface 
area available for advertising purposes or the like, par 
ticularly in connection with the form of the invention 
used in commercial establishments. 
For further comprehension of the invention, and of 

the objects and advantages thereof, reference will be had 
to the following description and accompanying drawings, 
and to the appended claim in which the various novel 
features of the invention are more particularly set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a material part 
of this disclosure: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of one form of dis 
penser formed according to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view thereof, match books 
being shown in supported position. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view sub 
stantially on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view on the same scale 
as Fig. 3, taken substantially on line 4-4 of Fig. 3, por 
tions being broken away. 

Fig. 5 is a front elevational view of a modified con 
struction, match books being shown in supported posi 
tion, parts being broken away. - 

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal sectional view substantially on 
line 6-6 of Fig. 5. - 

Fig. 7 is a transverse sectional view on line 7-7 of 
Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of another modification, 
match books being shown in supported position. 

Fig. 9 is a longitudinal sectional view on line 9-9 of 
Fig. 8. 

Fig. 10 is a transverse sectional view on line 10-10 
of Fig. 8. 

Fig. 11 is a transverse sectional view on line 11-11 
of Fig. 8, in which the parts are shown in full lines dur 
ing the dispensing of a book of matches, with the dotted 
lines showing the normal position of an ejector arm. 

Fig. 12 is the blank of the backing plate used in the 
device of Figs. 8-11. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, in the form of the 
invention shown in Figs. 1-4, the device is adapted for 
disposition upon a horizontal support surface S. The 
device has been generally designated 10, and may ap 
propriately be considered as constituting two main com 
ponents, a stand generally designated 12 and a match 
book housing generally designated 14. 
The stand 12 comprises a single length of wide, flat 

sheet material bent to include a horizontal, wholly flat 
base 6 in contact with support surface S, a vertical rear 
leg 8, a front leg 29 also vertically disposed but sub 
stantially shorter than the leg 18, and rearwardly up 
wardly inclining extensions 22, 24 of legs 18, 20 re 
spectively. 
The extensions 22, 24 are soldered or otherwise fixedly 

secured as at 26 to the underside of the bottom plate 28 
of match book housing 14. The housing A4, as seen 
from Fig. 4, is in the shape of an elongated, wide tube 
of rectangular cross section, adapted to hold match books 
B in two rows, each row containing match books lying 
one upon another. The match books may be fed into 
the open rear end 30 of housing E4, and can be simply 
removed in a group or stack from a conventional carton, 
not shown. 

In any event, the housing is straight, and is inclined 
correspondingly to the inclination of the extensions 22, 
24, so that the match books feed gravitationally toward 
the front wall 32 of the housing. As clearly shown in 
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Fig. 3, at its front end the housing is slightly beveled 
or cut away diagonally as at 34, at opposite sides of a 
large opening 36 disposed immediately above the wall 
32. Opening 36 extends across the front of the housing, 
fully from side to side thereof as clearly shown in Fig. 
2, thus to facilitate extraction of a match book B dis 
posed immediately in engagement with wall 32 at the 
location of the opening 36. 
The top wall 38 of the housing is also wholly flat, and 

is in a plane parallel to that of the bottom wall 28. 
Side walls 40 of the housing are in parallel, vertical 
planes normal to the vertical planes of the legs 18, 20. 

It will be seen that the device can be cheaply made, 
and can hold match books of various sizes, with the 
device being readily positioned upon a counter or other 
supporting surface S, in a manner such that a match 
book can be easily grasped and removed from the open 
front of the dispenser. As the supply nears exhaustion, 
additional match books can be fed into the housing 
through the open rear end thereof. 
Of course, for the purposes of the present application 

it is not essential to specify particular dimensions, and 
in fact it is not proposed to limit the protection by speci 
fying said dimensions. However, it will be apparent that 
the device can be made in any of various sizes, so as to 
hold both standard size book matches and match books 
of larger than standard size. Further, the device in each 
instance can be made to hold the match books that con 
tain fifty matches, or alternatively the smaller match 
books holding twenty matches. 

In Figs. 5-7 there is shown a modified construction 
generally designated 42, adapted to be hung on a wall 
W by means of a conventional support hook H. The 
dispenser 42 can be used, thus, in the kitchen or else 
where within the household to hold match books B. 

In this form, the device includes a backing plate 44 
which is wholly flat, and is of rectangular outer con 
figuration, being elongated in a vertical direction so as 
to lie flat against wall W. Adjacent its upper end, and 
medially between its opposite sides, plate 44 has an open 
ing 46, which opening is adapted to receive the hook H. 
At its lower end, plate 44 is integral with a horizon 

tally, forwardly projecting support ledge 48 which ex 
tends the full width of the backing plate, and which is 
formed at its front, free edge with an upwardly project 
ing, low lip or abutment 50. The dispenser is open at 
its opposite sides, immediately above the ledge, so that 
one can conveniently place partially used match books 
upon the ledge. 

Fixedly secured, as for example by spot soldering 52, 
to the backing plate 44, a short distance upwardly from 
the ledge 48, is a match book housing generally desig 
nated 54. This extends vertically, and is wholly open 
as at 56 at its upper end, to permit side-by-side stacks 
of match books B to be positioned through the open 
end of the housing. The housing has a front wall 58 
lying in a plane parallel to the plane of the backing 
plate 44, and integral with the front wall 58 are side 
walls 60 extending the full length of the housing. In 
tegral with the lower ends of the side walls is a bottom 
wall 62 which projects forwardly from the backing plate. 
The bottom wall 62 terminates short of the plane of 

the front wall 58. At its lower end, the front wall 53 in 
turn terminates short of the horizontal plane in which 
the bottom wall 62 lies. There is thus defined a dis 
pensing opening 64 extending the full width of the device, 
with said dispensing opening extending below the Sup 
ported match books, as well as upwardly in front of 
the lowermost books of the stacks. One can thus readily 
insert his or her finger to remove a match book, after 
which the stack gravitates to locate additional match 
books in the opening, ready for dispensing. 

Again, the sizes of the device are not critical, since 
obviously the device can be so made as to hold any 
number of match books, either side by side or in a single 
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4. 
stack. Further, the books can be the fifty-stick, or the 
twenty-stick type, and can be either standard or larger 
than standard size. 

In Figs. 8-12 there is shown another modification, 
generally designated 66. This form of the invention is 
somewhat similar to the second form, in that it is adapted 
to be supported from a wall W. In this form of the 
invention there is provided a backing plate 68, wholly 
flat and of rectangular configuration, having at its upper 
end, medially between its opposite sides, an upwardly 
projecting, rounded extension or tab 70 formed with an 
opening 72 through which is extendible a lag screw 74 
or equivalent fastening element, whereby the device is 
secured to the wall with the backing plate 68 in face-to 
face contact with the wall. 

Integral with and projecting forwardly from the oppo 
site side edges of backing plate 68 are side walls 76, 
and these are disposed in parallel, vertical planes normal 
to the vertical plane of the back wall 68. Integrally 
formed upon the front edges of the side walls 76 are 
confronting flanges 78 which extend the full length of 
the side walls, and which lie in a common vertical plane 
parallel to that of backing plate 68. The flanges 78 
terminate short of one another, so that over the full 
length of the housing, there is a wide, open-ended slot 
80 which provides full visibility of the stack of book 
matches B, whereby one can immediately determine 
whether the stack needs replenishing. 
As will be noted, the side walls 76 at their upper ends 

are flush with the upper end of the backing plate 68. 
However, the side walls at their lower ends 82 termi 
nate short of the lower end 84 of backing plate 68. 

Referring now to Figs. 8 and 9, integral with and 
projecting forwardly from the lower end of the backing 
plate or back wall 68 is a rectangular bottom wall 86, 
the front edge of which terminates in the vertical plane 
of the flanges 78. The bottom wall 86 lies in a hori 
Zontal plane, and supports the several match books B. 
The termination of the side walls at a location spaced 

above the bottom wall 86 defines side openings 88 at the 
lower end of the housing, and also defines a front open 
ing 90 which communicates with the lower end of the 
wide slot 80 as clearly shown in Fig. 8. In other words, 
the housing at its lower end is open at three sides, namely, 
its two sides and its front. The lowermost match book 
B is thus exposed at opposite sides of and at the front of 
the housing. 

in this form of the invention there is a means for con 
veniently ejecting partially the lowermost book. This is 
shown to particular advantage in Figs. 8 and 11. Inte 
grally formed upon one side edge of backing plate 68, 
at one of the open sides of the housing, is a spring arm 
92, constituting an ejector arm. The spring arm extends 
forwardly from the backing plate, and terminates short 
of the front of the housing, the free or distal end of the 
arm 92 being formed with a laterally inwardly projecting 
finger 94. 
Arm 92 is normally tensioned to extend obliquely to 

the plane of the backing plate 68, in the dotted line posi 
tion of Fig. 11. In this position of arm 92, the ejecting 
finger 94 thereof is disposed wholly exteriorly of the 
housing and thus will not interfere with the gravitation 
of the books B within the housing. 

However, assuming that it is desired to obtain a match 
book, one merely, with one finger, presses the spring arm 
92 inwardly from its dotted to its full line position of 
Fig. 11. This causes the ejecting finger 94 to engage 
the lowermost book B, and shifts said lowermost book 
laterally, to the left in Fig. 11 so that the book at its 
other end projects partially through the other open side 
of the housing. There it can be grasped for complete re 
moval either through the open front or through the open 
side of the housing. 
When match books are packed in a carton, they are in 

an alternating relation, that is, each match book has its 
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abrasive-provided end located oppositely to the corre 
sponding ends of the match books immediately adjacent 
thereto. The match books, thus, are packed in the man 
ner shown to particular advantage in Fig. 8. 

For this reason, arm 92 will engage one book at the 
wider end thereof as shown in Figs. 8 and 11. The 
next match book to be dispensed, however, will be en 
gaged at the smaller, abrasive-provided end. For this 
reason, the ejector arm is no greater in width than is suf 
ficient to engage the smaller end. This width will be 
sufficient, however, to also engage a larger end and 
cause partial ejection or dispensing of the match book. 
The ejector arm thus does not extend the full height of 
the opening 82, but rather, extends for only half that 
height, as will be readily noted from Fig. 8. 

In Fig. 12 there is shown the blank from which the 
device of Figs. 8-11 is formed. A single piece of sheet 
metal material can be employed, and said piece is readily 
cut and bent to shape, without the necessity of any solder 
ing connections, screw-type connections, etc. This re 
duces the cost considerably and it will be noted that one 
need merely bend the blank along inner vertical lines 96 
that define the opposite side edges of the backing plate 
68. This provides the side walls 76. Then, the side 
walls, adjacent their forward edges, are bent along ver 
tical lines 98 to produce the flanges 78. 
At its lower end, the back wall 68 is bent along a trans 

verse or horizontal line 100, thus providing the for 
wardly projecting ledge or bottom wall 86. Immediately 
below one of the side walls 76, the blank has a narrow 
arm 92, which is bent along a line 102 to the dotted line 
position shown in Fig. 11. The arm is then bent once 
again along a line 104 to provide the finger 94. 

It is apparent that in this way, the blank is readily 
fashioned into a completed device shown in Fig. 8, and 
said device, though devoid of any soldering connections 
and formed entirely from a single piece of material, is 
nevertheless provided automatically with the spring ejec 
tor arm 92 and the ejection slot or opening disposed di 
rectly opposite said arm. 

In all forms of the invention, the device is character 
ized by its relatively low cost, its ease of manufacture, 
and its adaptability to provide an attractive dispenser 
capable of holding a substantial quantity of match books. 

While we have illustrated and described the preferred 
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6 
embodiments of our invention, it is to be understood that 
we do not limit ourselves to the precise constructions 
herein disclosed and that various changes and modifi 
cations may be made within the scope of the invention as 
defined in the appended claim. 

Having thus described our invention, what we claim as 
new, and desire to secure by United States Letters Pat 
ent is: 
A match book dispenser comprising a hollow metal 

stand having a bottom wall, and front and rear walls, the 
rear wall being longer than the front wall, rearwardly in 
clined extensions on the top of the front and rear walls, 
said extensions disposed in the same angular plane, a 
flat wall seated on and secured to said extensions whereby 
said flat wall is disposed at an angle to the horizontal, 
upstanding side walls along the side edges of said flat 
wall, an upstanding front wall along the front edge of 
said flat wall, said front wall terminating short of the top 
of the rear wall, a flat wall extending across the space be 
tween the top end edges of the side walls and constituting 
a top wall, said angular flat wall, side walls and top wall 
defining a housing for holding match books in stacked 
relation, said top wall terminating short of the front ends 
of said side walls providing a dispensing opening for the 
match books, said front wall serving as an abutment for 
said match books, the rear of said housing being open. 
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