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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
An envelope having an inner flap and an outer flap, the 

outer flap having a notch in its edge exposing a portion 
of the inner flap to permit gripper means of mailing ma 
chinery to grip the envelope body and the inner flap when 
in closed position without gripping the outer flap. 

This invention relates to a new design for envelopes 
which have particular use in the mailing of invoices, bills 
or similar commercial paper. 

In most commercial activities bills, invoices and similar 
inserts, are sent to customers through the mails. Mail is 
often the sole means of communication between the parties 
involved in a commercial transaction. 

It is therefore, an object of this invention to provide 
a mailing envelope which, besides performing the usual 
function of carrying papers within, provides additional 
functions such as advertising and promotion. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide, in 
Such an envelope, a return slip, coupon or detachable 
order form which is detachable from the mailing en 
velope. 

It is yet a further object of this invention to provide 
an envelope of the type described, which can be em 
ployed with standard bill-inserting machinery in many of 
fices without causing damage to this envelope or the ad 
Vertising and billing-forms inserted therein. 

It is still a further object of this invention to provide 
a mailing envelope in which the gumming is disposed 
along the flaps of the envelope so as to permit ease of 
opening without the necessity of tearing the envelope to 
reach the objects contained within. 

Further objects and features of this invention may be 
had from an examination of the specification and claims 
below in conjunction with the appended drawings in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view showing one embodiment 
of a mailing envelope according to my invention; 

FIG. 2 is an isometric view showing another position 
of the detachable flap and also showing the area available 
for advertising and other informational copy; 

FIG. 3 is an isometric view showing the envelope of 
FIG. 1 when it is in a closed or sealed position; and 
FIG. 4 is an isometric view of another embodiment of 

the envelope as shown in FIG. 1 according to my inven 
tion. 

Referring now to the figures, the envelope shown gen 
erally as 10 is of a standard size so that it may be used 
to meet typical inserting machine requirements. As with 
a standard envelope, envelope 10 is provided with a pocket 
portion 11 which is open at the top end thereof to receive 
the contents being sent within, such as bills, invoices, or 
letters. 

However, also provided at the top end of the portion 
11 is a flap 12 which may or may not be detachable from 
the top of portion 11. Flap 12, if detachable, may be used, 
for example, as a return order form which can be simply 
detached from the mailing envelope and the particulars 
such as the amount and type of goods being ordered, and 
the name of the person making the order are filled in. 
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It is also conceivable, as shown in FIG. 2, to place the 
Sender's promotional or advertising message on the out 
going mailing envelope. This message may be placed both 
on the inner portion of flap 12 and also on the upper 
section of portion 11 which is covered by flap 2 when the 
envelope is in the closed position as shown in FIG. 3. 
A sealing flap 13 is foldably connected to the lower por 

tion 11 and when folded over and sealed to portion 11, 
seals the envelope during mailing. To provide for ease 
of opening the received envelope, the gumming areas, in 
stead of being disposed over the entire edge portion of 
Seal flap 13, are arranged in separated spots 14 so that 
less effort is required to open the envelopes when the en 
velopes are opened either by manual or mechanical means. 
The provision of the separate gumming means enables the 
envelope to be opened without the necessity of tearing. 
As many commercial institutions now employ mechan 

ical inserting machinery for filling envelopes with bills and 
advertising material, and this machinery uses a gripper to 
grip the envelope in moving it through the inserting cycle, 
the seal flap 13 is provided (as shown in FIG. 1) with a 
tapered edge 15 so that the gripper will grasp the body 
11 of the envelope 10 and the detachable coupon 12, 
while not gripping the seal flap 13, allowing the seal flap 
13 to be turned back mechanically, independent of the de 
tachable coupon 12. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the seal flap 13, 
is provided with a notch 16, which serves the same func 
tion as does the tapered edge 15 in the embodiment shown 
in FIG. 1. 

It is also possible to employ an embodiment of this 
invention without a detachable flap or coupon appended 
from the throat of the envelope. Instead, the fold at the 
top of the seal flap itself may be perforated to provide a 
detachable order coupon. This, however, limits the 
amount of space which is available for promotional and 
advertising information in comparison to the space provid 
ed in the embodiments shown. 
What I claim is: 
An envelope comprising 
a receptacle portion having a throat; 
a first flap foldably secured to the throat of said recep 

tacle portion; 
a Second flap foldably secured along one of its sides to 

the throat of said receptacle portion, said second flap 
having an indentation in its free edge forming a 
notched portion along its periphery, said second flap 
completely overlying and covering said first flap ex 
cept at the notched portion; and 

an adhesive on the edge of said second flap opposite 
and remote from said one of its sides to seal said 
edge of said second flap to said receptacle portion, 
said adhesive being provided in discrete areas along 
said edge to facilitate unsealing of said second flap, 
said second flap being of sufficient size so that said 
adhesive does not overlie said first flap. 
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