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FIG. 1

or space and an opening dimensioned to receive an electrode at least partially
into the interior space. A lever is movably attached to the housing and biased
toward an engagement position for contacting the electrode when the electrode
is received in the opening in the housing to retain the biomedical connector to
the electrode. A dampener is disposed in the interior space of the housing and
configured to engage the electrode when the electrode is received in the opening
in the housing. The dampener is configured to limit movement of the biomed-
ical connector relative to the electrode to reduce motion artifact in a biomedical
signal received by the biomedical connector.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to
form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the
appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I, claims 1-18 is drawn to a biomedical connector comprising a lever movably attached to a housing and
biased toward an engagement position for contacting an electrode.

Group II, claims 19-23, is drawn to a biomedical connector comprising a foam dampener disposed in the
interior space of a housing and configured to engage an electrode.

Group 111, claims 24-28, is drawn to a method of reprocessing a biomedical connector.

Group 1V, claims 29-35, is drawn to a biomedical connector with foam disposed in an interior space of a
housing, the foam having a rate of recovery of about 10 seconds to about 35 seconds for 100% recovery after
deformation.

The inventions listed as Groups I-IV do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1
because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following
reasons: the special technical feature of the Group I invention: a lever movably attached to the housing and
biased toward an engagement position for contacting the electrode when the electrode is received in the opening
in the housing to retain the biomedical connector to the electrode is not present in the inventions of Groups
II-IV. The special technical feature of the Group II invention: a foam dampener disposed in the interior space

of the housing and configured to engage the electrode when the electrode is received in the opening in the
housing, the foam dampener being configured to limit movement of the biomedical connector relative to the
electrode to reduce motion artifact in a biomedical signal received by the biomedical connector is not present

in the inventions of Groups I, III, or IV. The special technical feature of the Group III invention: a method of
reprocessing a biomedical connector comprising: deconstructing a housing of the biomedical connector to gain
access to an interior space of the housing after the biomedical connector has been placed in use; removing a
dampener from the interior space of the housing; replacing the removed dampener with a cleaned and sterilized
dampener; and reconstructing the housing such that the biomedical connector is in a condition for reuse is not
present in the inventions of Groups I, II, or IV. The special technical feature of the Group IV invention: foam
disposed in the interior space of the housing, the foam having a rate of recovery of about 10 seconds to about 35
seconds for 100% recovery after deformation is not present in the inventions of Groups I-II1.

Groups I-IV lack unity of invention because even though the inventions of these groups require the technical
feature of a biomedical connector with a housing, this technical feature is not a special technical feature as it
does not make a contribution over the prior art.

Specifically, US 9,693,701 B2 to Covidien LP (hereinafter “Covidien”) teaches a biomedical connector
(Abstract; connectors for ECG electrodes, Col. 4, Lns. 10-25) comprising a lever (lever 336, Figs. 7 and 8)
movably attached to a housing (lever 336 attached to lower member 324 of housing 322, Figs. 7 and 8) and
biased toward an engagement position for contacting an electrode (lever 336 biased to first position with biasing
member 338, Col. 6, Lns. 14-34; Figs. 7 and 8; lever 336 presses stud 124 of electrode 100, Col. 6, Lns. 20-27;
Figs. 3 and 7; lever 336 in first position extends across the bore 334 of the contact plate 332 to secure at least a
portion of the electrode 100, Col. 10, Claim 12; Figs. 7, 8 and 11) when the electrode is received in an opening
in the housing to retain the biomedical connector to the electrode (electrode 100 received in opening 325, Figs.
7 and 11).

Since none of the special technical features of the Groups I-IV inventions are found in more than one of the
inventions, unity of invention is lacking.
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