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ABSTRACT: The new package or carton in this application is
substantially pilfer-proof and is of such overall dimensions so
as to be incapable of being placed in a conventional pocket, or
pockets, of men’s, women’s and children’s apparel and/or in-
capable of being placed in a container of such conventional
dimensions as a woman’s or girl’s purse, handbag or the like,
thereby reducing to a minimum pilfering of the carton with
one or more stereo tape cartridges, or at least one stereo tape
cartridge, and another different article, if desired, therein, and
with at least one of the articles being readily viewable through
aperture means in at least one of the opposed walls of the car-
ton and if, as is obvious, one of the cartons were placed in a
pocket or purse or the like, the same would be readily seen by
a proprietor or a clerk or a store detective.
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_ PILFER-PROOF PACKAGE

This application is a continuation in part of our copending
application Ser. No. 808,129, filed Mar. 18, 1969, now aban-
doned.

The present invention also relates to the packaging art and
more particularly to a unique pilfer-proof thin, wide closed
package or carton for containing spaced apart articles aligned
end to end or side by side, such as stereo tape cartridges or
other such articles such as cassettes and accessories, with cer-
tain labels or the like thereon displayed for visual identifica-
tion of the artist, etc. and the selections performed and
without opening the carton.

Some objects of the present invention are: to provide a new
substantially pilfer-proof closed package or carton for con-
taining stereo tape cartridges or cassettes and accessories
while protecting same from damage; to provide such a carton
adapted for direct visual display of goods therein without
opening the same and retail sale to a customer; to provide
such a carton or package adapted to maintain a pair of articles
in spaced apart relation in a stable and secure position; and to
provide such a carton which is économical to manufacture,
simple to use, and particularly well suited for the proposed
use, and the carton has substantially increased sales in addi-
tiom to substantially reducing pilfering.

Another object is to provide a new carton or package which
is of such length, width and thickness and having therein or for
reception therein, at least one or more stereo tapes or cas-
settes in substantially the same plane, or at least one stereo
tape cassette or the like with another different article therein,
if desired, also in substantially the same plane, and the dimen-
sion and structure of such carton being such as to provide see-
ing the article and/or indicia thereon through suitable aper-
ture means in at least one wall of the carton or package, and
the size, shape, etc. of the carton or package being such to
prevent anyone from pilfering same by placing same in a con-
ventional pocket of men’s, women’s and children’s apparel
without a substantial portion at least of the carton or package
being readily visible to the proprietor or a clerk, or a detective
in a store.

Other objects and advantages of this invention will become
apparent from the following description taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings wherein are set forth by way
of illustration and example certain embodiments of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a carton or package embody-
ing features of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a plan view of a blank of cardboard adapted to be
folded into the carton or package of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view through the carton or
package taken on line 3-3, FIG. 1, with opposite ends of the
carton closed.

FIG. 4 is a transverse sectional view taken on line 4-4, FIG.
1.

Referring more in detail to the drawings:

The reference numeral 1 generally designates a carton or
package for containing a pair of spaced articles 2 and 3 in end-
to-end or side-by-side aligned relationship. The carton or
package 1 has a pair of generally rectangular sidewalls 4 and §
positioned in opposed relation and a pair of generally rectan-
gular edge walls 6 and 7 also positioned in opposed relation
with the edge walls 6 and 7 being substantially normal or per-
pendicular to the sidewalls 4 and 5 and connected thereto to
define a rectangular chamber or compartment 8 having op-
posed closed ends 9 and 10, respectively, and having inter-
mediate spacing and chamber defining members 11, at later
described, and there being an extension of such chamber 8’
thereabove.

The carton or package 1 is formed from a ‘blank 12, as
shown in FIG. 2. The blank is provided with a plurality of lon-
gitudinal score lines 14, 15, 16 and 17 that are spaced apart
and cooperate with blank side edges 18 and 19 to define edge
wall 6, sidewall 4, edge wall 7, sidewall 5 and side flap 20. The
edge wall 6 is between the side edge 18 and score line 14 and
the edge wall 7 is between score lines 15 and 16 which define
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adjacent edges of sidewalls 4 and § respectively. The side flap
20 is along side of the sidewall § and between the score line 17
and side edge 19.

The opposite ends of the sidewalls 4 and 5 are overlapped
and secured in such relationship in any suitable manner and
edge walls 6 and 7 are defined by score lines 21 and 22 respec-
tively. End flaps 23, 24, 25 and 26 extend outwardly from the
score line 21 and are aligned with the edge walls 6 and 7 and
side walls 4 and 5 respectively. End closure flaps 27, 28, 29
and 30 extend outwardly from the score line 22 and are
aligned with the end walls 6 and 7 and side walls 4 and 5
respectively. It is noted that the side edge tab or flap 20 is not
provided with end flaps. It is understood that other suitable
end flap closure means may be used.

A pair of cut lines 31 and 32 intersect score line 16 inter-
mediate the ends thereof. The cut lines 31 and 32 are substan-
tially parallel and are substantially normal or perpendicular to
the score line 16. The cut lines 31 and 32 each extend a like
distance from the score line 16 and terminate at opposite ends
of score lines 33 and 34 respectively, thereby defining one
spacing member of the spacing means 11 with the spacing
member having sidewalls 35 and 36 with the sidewall 35 being
a portion of the edge wall 7 and the sidewall 36 being a portion
of the carton or package sidewall 5.

Cut lines 37 and 38 are similarly positioned to intersect
score line 17 and extend between score lines 39 and 40 to
form spacing member sidewalls 41 and 42 with the sidewall 41
being a portion of the carton or package sidewall 5 and
sidewall 42 being a portion of the side flap 20. Cut lines 43 and
44 intersect the free edge 18 of the edge wall 6 and are aligned
with the cut lines 37 and 38 respectively. The cut lines 43 and
44 extend between the free edge 18 of the edge wall 6 and a
score line 45 with the score line 45 being positioned substan-
tially the same distance from the free edge 18 of the edge wall
6 as the score line 40 defining the fixed end of the sidewall 40
in the edge tab 18. The cut lines 31, 37 and 43 are aligned and
cut lines 32, 38 and 44 are aligned and the cut lines 31, 37 and
43 are parallel with the cut lines 32, 38 and 44 so opposed
edges of the walls thereof define transverse planes in the car-
ton or package 1.

A suitable adhesive 46 is placed on the interior surface of
the carton or package edge wall 6, however, the adhesive 46
could be placed on the exterior surface of the side flap 20 to
secure the edge wall 6 and the side flap 20 together to form
the chamber 8, as later described.

Generally rectangular apertures 47 and 48 are provided in
at least one or both of the opposed carton or package
sidewalls 4 and 5 respectively, and are positioned between the
score line 21 and the spacing members 11. At least one or
both sidewalls are preferably provided with a suitable trans-
parent material, such as clear plastic, which is secured to the
interior surfaces of the sidewalls 4 and 5 to close the apertures
47 and 48 thereby forming observation windows 49 and 50
respectively, for viewing opposite sides of the article within
the carton 1.

A tab 51 for hanging the carton 1 on a suitable support 52 is
formed by a cut line 53 in one of the carton or package
sidewalls, as for example sidewall 5, which will become the
back of the carton 1. In the illustrated structure, the cut line
53 has parallel portions 54 and 55 extending outwardly from
the score line 21 to opposite ends of an end portion 56 which
is substantially paralle! to the score line 21 and substantially
normal or perpendicular to the parallel portions 54 and 55
thereby defining a generally U-shaped path for the cut line §3.
A circular or annular cut line 57 is positioned within the tab
51 and substantially centered between the parallel portions 54
and 55 and between the score line 21 and end portion 56 of
the cut line 53 whereby the portion of the tab 51 or sidewall 5
within the annular cut line 57 may be removed.

Adhesive 58 and 59 is placed on the exterior surfaces of the
end flaps 23 and 27 and the end flaps 26 and 30 respectively,
to close the ends 9 and 19 of the chamber 8. In the illustrated
structure, the adhesive 58 and 59 is placed in parallel strips
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with longitudinally spaced diagonal adhesive ridges to
facilitate opening of the ends 9 and 10 of the carton or
package 1.

In the illustrated structure, the carton or package sidewalls -

4 and 5 and the carton or package edge walls 6 and 7 are each
elongated members wherein a respective transverse dimension
is substantially shorter than a respective longitudinal dimen-
sion thereof and the transverse dimension of each of the car-

ton or package edge walls 6 and 7 is substantially shorter than

the transverse dimension of the carton or package sidewalls 4
and § to thereby form a thin, wide carton or package, as later
described.

The spacing members 11 serve to define the chamber por-
tions 8 and 8’ at opposite corners formed by opposite edges of
the sidewall § and are insertable into the carton or package in-
termediate the ends 9 and 10 to form chamber end portions
for containing the spaced articles 2 and 3 respectively. Once
snapped in, the spacing members 11 will remain in position
because of the dimensions of the opening, that is, in order for
the spacing members 11.to pass from the “‘open” (unsnapped)
position to the “closed” (snapped inwardly) position, it is
necessary for the adjacent sidewalls 35 and 36 or 41 and 42 to
pass substantially simultaneously through an opening defined
by a plane extending through the score lines 33 and 34 or 39
and 40 respectively, in the assembled carton or package. The
plane is only a portion of the combined length of the walls 35
and 36 or 41 and 42. This can be done only because the struc-
tural members are somewhat resilient and flex sufficiently to
permit the required movement, being made of cardboard or
similar construction material. Once the spacing members 11
are snapped in, they are on a stable inverse deformation at
score lines 16 and 17 and the deformation forces hold the
spacing members 11 in place. Additionally, because of the
shape of the articles 2 and 3, forces to snap the spacing means
outwardly cannot reasonably develop within the carton 1. This
is particularly true with all of the end flaps closed in position,
thereby serving to maintain the rectangular dimensions of the
entire carton.

To form the carton or package 1, the blank 12 is folded
along the score lines 14, 15, 16 and 17 with the edge flap 20
overlying the edge wall 6 and said flap 20 secured to said edge
wall 6 by the adhesive 46. The end flaps at one of the ends of
the chamber 8, as for example end 10, are folded and secured
together to close the respective end. In the illustrated struc-
ture, end flaps 27 and 28 are folded to extend inwardly and
toward each other and end flap 30 is secured to end flap 27 by
the adhesive 59 thereon. The end flap 29 is then folded over
the end flap 30 and secured thereto by the adhesive 59
thereon. The article 3 is placed in the carton 1 so as to engage
the closed end 10. The spacing members 11 are urged in-
wardly to maintain the article 3 between the spacing members
11 and the end 10. The other article 2 is placed in the carton 1
with suitable labels aligned with the windows 49 and 50 and
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the end 9 of the chamber 8 is closed by closing the end flaps
23 and 24 of the edge walls 6 and 7 and the end flaps 25 and
26 of the sidewalls 4 and § by means of the adhesive 58.

The hereinbefore described carton or package, with the
contents therein, are normally placed, a number of them, on a
counter or the like for ready inspection and handling by
customers, and said contents are viewable through aperture
means in a wall of the closed carton or package and without a
salesman or the customer having to open the carton or
package, and in view of the unusual overall dimensions and
shape of the respective cartons, pilfering of one or more car-
tons is at a minimum and also increased sales and profits are
realized by the proprietor.

The invention herein includes: 1. The empty carton or
package; 2. The carton or package with at least one article
therein viewable while the carton or package is closed through
aperture means; and 3. The carton or package with two arti-
cles in the same plane or in side-by-side or end-to-end rela-
tionship, whether the articles are the same or not, and with at
least one of said articles viewable while the carton or package

is closed through aperture means in a wall of the carton.
One example of the dimensions of the present closed carton

or package, which may vary, of course, depending upon what
article, articles or commodities are placed in the carton or
package is: length of each sidewall 4 and 5 approximately 12",
width approximately 4'’; length of each edge wall 6 and 7 ap-
proximately 12'’, width approximately %'’; length of closure
end flaps 9 and 10 is 4'* and width approximately 1''to 1%2";
and length of each end closure tabs 23, 24, 27 and 28 is approx-
imately %'’ to 1"’ and width is %'’ to 1'4"".

It is to be understood that, while we have illustrated and
described one form of our invention, it is not to be limited to
the specific form or arrangement of parts herein described and
shown.

We claim:

1. A pilfer-proof package comprising a tape cartridgelike
article having a specified length, width and depth, a container
for said article including a front panel, a rear panel, at least
two side panels, a top end, and a bottom end, the container
being comprised of an upper portion and a lower portion, said
container having a length at least twice the length of said arti-
cle and a width and depth at least as great as the width and
depth of said article, support means being secured to at least
one of said panels, a display pocket being formed in said con-
tainer in the upper portion thereof, said pocket being defined
by the panels of said container, the top end of said container,
and said support means, an aperture being formed in at least
one of said panels, opening into said pocket, said support
means being positioned adjacent the lower edge of said aper-
ture at a distance from said top end equal to the length of said
article, said article being positioned in said pocket, supported
by said support means, aligned with said aperture, and held
against movement by at least one of said panels of said pocket.



