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7o all, whom ibi mvay concern: 
Be it known that we, JoHN T. DONOVAN and 

WILLIAM J. DONOVAN, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Springfield, in the county of 
Hampden and State of Massachusetts, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Toilet-Paper Fixtures, of which the following 
is a specification. 
This invention relates to toilet-paper fix 

tures, the object being to provide an improved 
device for holding a bundle of paper in such 
manner that one sheet at a time only can be Separated therefrom. 

In the drawings forming part of this speci 
fication, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a 
toilet-paper fixture constructed according to 
Our invention, one corner of said fixture be 
ing shown broken away to show the position 
of the bundle of paper within it and the man 
ner of attaching the ends of the bundle to the 
fixture, one end of one of the sheets composing 
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said bundle being shown depending from the 
fixture. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a bun 
dle of paper adapted to be used in the fixture 
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail view of 
parts hereinafter fully described. 
In the drawings, A is the fixture for hold 

ing a bundle of toilet-paper, B, said fixture 
consisting of an oblong hollow case or box di 
vided in a line with the plane of its sides 
about midway between the latter, as shown, 
thereby forming two parts, 2 and 3, which are 
preferably hinged together on one edge of the 
fixture, one of the hinges, 4, being shown in 
Fig. 1, and the opposite edge of the fixture 
is provided with any suitable catch to hold 
the parts 2 and 3 in a closed position. Said 
fixture A is made of wood, sheet metal, or 
heavy stiff card-board, as may be preferred, 
and the outer side of the fixture is provided 
with a rectangular opening, 5, of a length cor 
responding to the width of the sheets of paper 
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which form said bundle B, and of any con 
venient width to permit, one sheet, 6, of said 
bundle to be drawn through it, as shown in 
Fig. 1, said opening having opposite borders 
with which said sheets engage, and being of less 
width than the distance between the cement 
lines at a near the ends of the bundle. 

ing-loop, 7, on one end, by which it is con 
veniently hung on a wall or other place, where 
by it is sustained in such a position as is shown 
in the drawings, so that the sheets of paper, 
one after the other, may hang through said 55 
opening 5, as shown, thereby presenting one 
end of a sheet in position to be easily seized. 
The proper functions of the fixture A are 

not dependent upon having its parts 2 and 3 
hinged together, as above described; but said 
parts may, if desired, be fitted together like 
two parts of an ordinary box, and be so se 
cured together as to retain their united posi 
tion while one bundle of paper is being used, 
and so as to permit of their being opened to 
insert another bundle. 
The bundle of paper, B, is of a well-known 

construction, and consists of sheets, 6, of tis 
sue or other paper, having the ends of alter 
ternate sheets cemented to the adjoining ones, 
as shown in Fig. 2, and having a fine-Wire loop, 
8, attached to both ends of the bundle, as shown. 
The interior of the fixture A has a hook, 9, 

secured in the rear side thereof at the upper 
and lower end, on which the paper bundle B 
is hung. The lower one of said hooks has its 
shankbent, as shown, whereby, after having 
been turned to bring the end of the hook up 
ward to permit the lower loop, 8, of the bun 
dle to be easily attached to it, the hook is 
caused to move eccentrically when turned 
downward, and draw so tightly upon the loop 
which is engaged with it as to serve to better 
keep its engagement with said loop when the 
latter becomes more or less slackened by the 
removal of sheets from the bundle. 
The operation of our improvements in con 

junction with said bundle of paper in remov 
ing sheets one at a time therefrom is as fol 
lows: The bundle B is hung in the fixture in 
the position shown, and the end of the outer 
sheet of the bundle may hang downward from 
the upper end thereof or from the lower end 
of the bundle, and when the latter is the case 
the end of the said outer sheet, 6, is drawn 
through the opening 5 in the front side of the 
fixture and hangs in the position shown in 
Fig. 1. By seizing the outer end of said sheet 
6 its down-hanging inner end and the lower 
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The fixture A is provided with a suspend- end of the sheet next under it, (they being at- roo 
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tached to loop S,) to which it is cemented 
lightly, are both drawn across the lower edge 
of said opening 5, and the end of said loop 
attached sheet is torn from the loop, and the 
attached ends of said two sheets are drawn 
through said opening, and by continuing to 
pull on the sheet first seized the said two sheets 
become torn apart or separated at their ce 
mented point, leaving the said outer sheet in 
the fingers of the operator, and the lower end 
of the other sheet (now the outer one) hanging 
through the opening 5 of the fixture by reason 
of the cemented attachment of its upper end 
to the next under sheet near the end of the lat 
ter. If, now, the depending end of the down 
hanging sheet (represented by 6, Fig. 2) be 
pulled upon and drawn upward against the 
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upper edge of opening 5, the end of the sheet 
next under that one becomes torn away from 
the upper loop, 8, and drawn through the said 
opening 5, and the seized sheet is torn away 
or separated from the latter-named one, and 
the free end thereof is left hanging, in the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 1, across the lower edge of 
said opening, its inner end being connected by 
cement to the next under sheet near the lower 
end of the latter. 
The within-described paper-holding fixture 

providesacheap and effective device forhold 

374,399 

ing packages of sheets of toilet-paper in Such a 30 
way that only one sheet is removed at a time. 

It is obvious that the entire front side of the 
fixture Aneed not necessarily be wholly closed 
above and below the edges of the opening 5, 
but simple bars fixed across the front of the 35 
fixture, leaving a space between them about 
equal to that between the upper and lower 
borders of said opening, against which the 
sheets may be drawn for separating the Same, 
as they are against the borders of the opening 4O 
5, would suffice to provide an operative fixture. 
What we claim as our invention is- - 
The within-described toilet-paper fixture, 

consisting of the hollow case A, the hooks 9, 
secured on the inner side of said case, one at 45 
each end thereof, on which to suspend a bun 
dle of paper consisting of detachable sheets, 
and an opening, 5, in one side of the case, hav 
ing parallel borders extending in lines trans- . 
versely of the sheets of paper in said bundle, 5o 
with which they are engaged when separated 
therefrom, substantially as set forth. 

JOHN T. DONOVAN. 
WM. J. DONOVAN. 

Witnesses: 
H. A. CHAPIN, 
G. M. CHAMBERILAIN. 

  


