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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a packaging
assembly for protecting an item in transit. The packaging
assembly may be particularly, but not exclusively, useful
for the transport of large items, such as furniture.

Background

[0002] When transporting large items that are suscep-
tible to damage, such as furniture, it is known to provide
protective packaging around the item to prevent damage
to the item. Typically, such packaging includes one or
more of plastic sheeting (or a plastic bag), cardboard
(such as a cardboard box) and polystyrene foam. For
items that are a non-cuboid shape (i.e. that don’t fit neatly
into a box) a large number of complicated inserts may
be required to limit movement of the item within the box
(and to provide shock absorption). This can make such
packaging relatively complex.

[0003] On arrival at the destination, the itemis typically
removed from the packaging by e.g. cutting through the
carboard and/or plastic and removing various polysty-
rene foam pieces positioned about the item. This unpack-
ing process can take a significant amount of time and
typically the packaging is left in a state that makes it un-
suitable for further use (so that it must then be disposed).
In addition to the inconvenience associated with unpack-
ing such packaging, the inability to reuse the packaging
hasimplications for both the environmentand operational
costs.

[0004] Likewise, the limited durability of carboard
means that it is susceptible to damage during transit. This
can, in some cases, result in damage to the packaged
item. It also means that even if the packaging is intended
for reuse it will typically have a very limited life span.
[0005] The presentdisclosure hasbeendevisedinlight
of the above considerations.

Summary

[0006] In a first aspect, there is provided a packaging
assembly for protecting an item in transit, the packaging
assembly comprising:

a base upon which an item is able to be supported;

an inflatable cover having a flexible outer skin defin-
ing one or more inflatable compartments, the cover
comprising opposing edge portions disposed either
side of an intermediate portion, the edge portions
secured to the base and the intermediate portion ex-
tending over the base such that an item-receiving
cavity is defined between the intermediate portion
and the base.
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[0007] The provision of an inflatable cover can provide
increased protection of an item in transit (e.g. when com-
pared to the use of cardboard). Further, the cover is able
to provide the dual functionality of absorbing shock (via
the inflatable compartments) and preventing direct con-
tact of the item with e.g. sharp objects (via the skin). This
reduces the number of components required to package
an item (for example, cardboard is often paired with pol-
ystyrene foam for shock absorption). This, in turn, reduc-
es the complexity of the packaging assembly and makes
packing/unpacking of items easier. One result of this is
that the packaging assembly is less likely to experience
damage during packing/unpacking, which means it is
more suitable for reuse.

[0008] The cover is also able to conform (due to the
flexibility of the skin) to the shape of the item, which
means that the packaging assembly can be used with a
variety of items of different shape (again making it par-
ticularly suited for reuse). Moreover, by conforming to
the item, the cover may help to retain an item within the
item-receiving space in use.

[0009] Optional features of the first aspect will now be
setout. These are applicable singly or in any combination
with any aspect.

[0010] The base may be rigid. The base may have
greater rigidity than the cover. The base may be self-
supporting (i.e. may maintain its shape when carried).
[0011] The base may comprise a rigid body (e.g. re-
movably) received in a sleeve (to which the cover may
be securable). The sleeve may be flexible (and may be
formed of a plastic, such as PVC). The sleeve, may for
example, comprise a closable opening (e.g. closable by
a zip or other fastening means) that allows insertion and
removal of the rigid body. The provision of an openable
sleeve means that the rigid body may be replaced as
necessary (e.g. due to damage or deterioration during
use).

[0012] Therigid body (orthe base) may comprise card-
board (for example may comprise cardboard formed in
a hexacomb structure). The base may comprise polysty-
rene.

[0013] The base may be planar. A bottom surface of
the base may be planar. A top surface of the base may
be planar.

[0014] The cover may comprise two edge portions se-
cured to opposite edges of the base. The base may be
rectangular. The cover may comprise two edge portions
secured to opposing longitudinal edges (i.e. the long edg-
es) of the base, e.g. whenitis rectangular. The base may
be other than rectangular, for example the base may be
circular, elliptical, triangular, hexagonal, obround, etc.
[0015] The base may comprise retaining means for re-
taining an item on the base. The retaining means may,
for example, comprise one or more ties or straps for re-
taining the item. At least one end of each tie or strap may
be secured to the base, such as to the sleeve of the base
when present. The or each tie or strap may be formed of
webbing.
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[0016] The packaging assembly may be configurable
between a closed position and an open position. In the
closed position the intermediate portion of the cover may
extend over the base and in the open position the inter-
mediate portion of the cover may not extend over the
base (such that access is provided to the base).

[0017] In some embodiments, the open position may
be enabled by configuring at least one of the edge por-
tions so as to be releasably securable to the base. In
such embodiments, the at least one edge portion may
be released from the base and moved away from the
base (so as define a free edge of the cover) to configure
the packaging assembly in the open position.

[0018] In other embodiments, the open position may
be enabled by providing the cover with a plurality of cover
portions that are separable from one another so as to be
able to move between the closed and open position. For
example, the cover may comprise first and second cover
portions that are secured to one another in the closed
position and that are at least partly separated from one
another in the open position.

[0019] Each of the first and second cover portions may
comprise one of the edge portions of the cover (securable
to the base) and an opposite free edge that is releasably
secured to the free edge of the other cover portion in the
closed position (and at least partly separated therefrom
in the open position). The first and second cover portions
may join (separably) along a join line, which may extend
parallel to an elongate axis of the cover. The join line may
be equidistantly interposed between the edge portions
(i.e. may extend centrally across the intermediate por-
tion). In this respect, the cover may have a clamshell
form.

[0020] Insomeembodiments, the cover may only com-
prise two cover portions (the first and second cover por-
tions). In other embodiments, the cover may comprise
further cover portions, for example third and fourth cover
portions (e.g. each may have an edge portion securable
to the base and an opposite free edge that may be se-
curable to one or more of the other cover portions). The
cover may have a cuboid shape (in the closed position)
and the cover portions may define sidewalls of the cuboi-
dal shape (i.e. the sidewalls upstanding from the base).
At least one of the cover portions may define a lid of the
cover. When the cover portions define sidewalls of a
cuboid shape, one or more of the cover portions may be
releasably secured to adjacent sidewalls along lateral
edges of the cover portion (extending upwardly from the
base in the closed position). This may be provided, for
example, by tabs extending along the lateral edges.
[0021] Generally speaking, the cover may be config-
ured so as to have at least one free edge that is movable
away from the base when in the open position (e.g. the
free edge being releasably securable to the base in em-
bodiments where the cover is single piece or to another
cover portion in embodiments where the cover is formed
of at least two cover portions).

[0022] The free edge may be releasably securable
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(e.g. to the other cover portion or to the base, depending
on the embodiment) by way of a releasable fastening
arrangement such as e.g. a hook and loop fastener, but-
tons, magnets, zips, clamps, etc. The releasable fasten-
ing arrangement may extend along or be spaced along
(in the form of a discontinuous fastening means) an elon-
gate axis of the free edge. The releasable fastening ar-
rangement may be adjustable. For example, the releas-
able fastening arrangement may comprise a pair of
straps connectable by an adjustment mechanism (e.g.
provided on one of the straps) for adjusting the tension
in the straps when connected. The adjustment mecha-
nism may, for example, comprise a ratchet. The releas-
able fastening arrangementmay comprise more thanone
fastening means (and more than one type of fastening
means).

[0023] When the covercomprisesfirstand second cov-
er portions, the first cover portion may comprise a first
strap and the second cover portion may comprise a sec-
ond strap. The first and second straps may be connect-
able to one another. The first and second straps may be
connectable to one another by an adjustable mechanism.
The adjustment mechanism may be configured to pro-
vide adjustment of the tension in the straps when con-
nected. Such adjustment may allow the cover to be tight-
ened over an item in the item-receiving cavity (so as to
help to secure the item within the item-receiving cavity).
As may be appreciated, the cover may comprise a plu-
rality of strap pairs spaced (e.g. spaced along a join line
between the first and second cover portions). Each strap
may be formed of webbing.

[0024] The cover may comprise a plurality of inflatable
compartments (e.g. hermetically sealed compartments).
Each compartment may be isolated from each other com-
partment (i.e. may be sealed separately to the other com-
partments). In other embodiments, at least some of the
compartments may be fluidly connected. Each compart-
ment (or each group of fluidly connected compartments)
may comprise an inlet for filling the compartment with a
fluid (e.g. air). Each inlet may comprise a one-way valve.
[0025] Each compartment may be elongate. The com-
partments of the cover may be substantially parallel to
one another. The compartments may be arranged side
by side. Thus, the cover may comprise a plurality of side
by side, substantially parallel, elongate compartments.
When the base has a long dimension (e.g. when itis a
rectangular shape), the elongate axes of the compart-
ments may be parallel to the long dimension of the base.
The elongate axes of the compartments may be parallel
to the edge portions (securable to the base).

[0026] Each compartment may be tubular. Each com-
partment may alternatively be in the form of a panel. Each
compartment may have a uniform cross-sectional shape
for substantially the entire length of the compartment.
Each compartment may have an elliptical cross-sectional
shape. Each compartment may alternatively have a cir-
cular, rectangular, triangular, hexagonal, etc. cross-sec-
tional shape.



5 EP 4 155 228 A1 6

[0027] Each pair of adjacent compartments of the cov-
ermay be joined in a manner that permits relative rotation
of the pair of compartments about an axis parallel to the
elongate axes of the pair of compartments (e.g. may be
rotatable about a line along which they are joined). Each
compartment may comprise a longitudinally extending
joining portion along which the compartment is joined to
an adjacent compartment (i.e. the longitudinal direction
being parallel to the elongate axis of the compartment).
Each compartment may be pivotable about the joining
portion.

[0028] The cover may be bendable (or flexible), which
may be facilitated by the pivotable joining of the compart-
ments when present. The cover may bendable along a
transverse axis extending between the opposite edge
portions of the cover. The cover may be more bendable
along the transverse axis than along a longitudinal axis
perpendicular to the transverse axis (the longitudinal axis
may be parallel to the elongate axes of the compartments
when elongate).

[0029] The cover may extend along an arcuate path
between the opposite (securable) edge portions. Thus,
the cover may define an arch over the base. The curved
path may form a semi-circular shape. The cross-sectional
shape of the cover may be uniform for substantially the
entire length of the cover. In this respect, the item-receiv-
ing cavity may have a substantially semi-cylindrical
shape.

[0030] The item-receiving cavity may comprise an
opening. For example, the item-receiving cavity may be
open at opposing ends of the cavity. In some embodi-
ments, for example, where the packaging assembly is
not configurable between open and closed positions, an
item may be received through the opening into the cavity.
[0031] The skin of the cover may be formed of plastic
(e.g. PVC). The skin of the cover may be transparent (or
translucent). This may allow an item packaged within the
packaging assembly to be visible when the cover is in
the closed position.

[0032] The packaging assembly may comprise one or
more handles for handling the packaging assembly. One
or more handles may be provided on the base. One or
more handles maybe provided on the cover. The or each
handle may be plastic welded to the cover.

[0033] The packaging assembly may comprise a
sleeve for holding delivery information (e.g. on printed
paper sheets). The sleeve may be provided on the cover.
The sleeve may be transparent or translucent.

[0034] The packaging assembly may be configured for
(e.g. shaped and dimensioned for) packaging a large
item, such as an item of furniture, e.g. a sofa.

[0035] The base may have a length that is between 1
m and 3 m, or between 1.5 m and 2.5 m, or about 2 m.
The base may have a width that is between 0.5 m and 2
m, or between 0.5 m and 1.5 m, or about 1 m. The pack-
age assembly (when in the closed position) may have a
height of between 0.5 m and 2 m, or between 0.5 m and
1.5 m, or about 1 m.
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Brief Summary of the Figures

[0036] Embodiments will now be discussed with refer-
ence to the accompanying figures in which:

Figure 1A is a perspective view of a package assem-
bly according to a first embodiment in the closed po-
sition;

Figure 1B is a perspective view of the package as-
sembly of the first embodiment in the open position;

Figure 1C is an end view of the package assembly
of the first embodiment;

Figure 2A is a perspective view of a package assem-
bly according to a second embodiment; and

Figure 2B is a top view of the package assembly
according to the second embodiment in an open po-
sition.

Detailed Description

[0037] Aspects and embodiments will now be dis-
cussed with reference to the accompanying figures. Fur-
ther aspects and embodiments will be apparent to those
skilled in the art.

[0038] Figures 1A to 1C show a packaging assembly
100 for protecting an item 101, in this case a sofa (shown
only in Figure 1A), during transport of the item 101. The
packing assembly 100 includes a rectangular planar
base 102 upon which the item 101 is supported, and an
inflatable cover 107. The base 102 includes two opposing
longitudinally extending sides 103 connected ateach end
by two opposing (shorter) transversely extending sides
104. The base 102 has a length (i.e. dimension between
the transverse sides 104) of about 2 m, and a width of
about 1 m. The height of the packaging assembly is about
1m.

[0039] Although notimmediately apparent from the fig-
ures, the base 102 comprises an outer sleeve 105 within
which is received a rigid body (not shown) of cardboard
having a hexacomb structure (a repeating hexagonal
structure sandwiched between upper and lower planar
layers). In other embodiments, the base 102 may instead
be formed of e.g. polystyrene or timber.

[0040] The sleeve 105 comprises an opening that is
closable by a fastenerin the form of a zip 106. This allows
the rigid body to be removed from the sleeve 105. The
cover 107 is secured to the sleeve 105, which means the
rigid body of the base 102 can be replaced (e.g. as re-
quired due to damage) without also needing to replace
the cover 107.

[0041] The inflatable cover 107 comprises opposite
edge portions 108, each of which is secured to one of
the longitudinal sides 103 of the base 102. The cover 107
also includes an intermediate portion 109 (between the
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edge portions) that extends over the base 102 so as to
define an item-receiving cavity 110 in which the item 101
is received. In particular, the cover 107 extends between
the edge portions 108 along an arcuate path so as to
form an arch above the base 101. This results in the item-
receiving cavity 110 having a semi-cylindrical shape, with
two opposite semi-circular open ends 111.

[0042] As is apparent from the figures, the cover 107
comprises a flexible outer skin 112 that defines a plurality
of inflatable compartments 113 (only some of which are
labelled for clarity). When inflated, each compartment
113 has a width of about 150 mm (i.e. the thickness of
the cover 107 is about 150 mm). In use, such as during
transportation and handling, these compartments 113
provide a protective barrier for the item 101 enclosed by
the packaging assembly 100. To prevent piercing (and
thus leakage of fluid from the compartment) the skin 112
of the cover 107 is formed of PVC. The cover 107 is
transparent, which means that the item 101 packed in
the packaging assembly 100 is visible through the cover
107 when the packaging assembly 100 is in the closed
position (as shown in Figure 1A).

[0043] In the illustrated embodiment, each compart-
ment 113 is in the form of an elongate tube that is capped
at both ends and that has an elliptical cross-sectional
shape (as is apparent from Figure 1C). The compart-
ments 113 are parallel to one another and arranged side-
by-side so as to extend in the longitudinal direction (par-
allel to the longitudinal sides 103 of the base 102). Each
compartment 113 is joined to two adjacent compartments
113 by a joining portion 114 (except, of course, the two
outermost compartments 113, which are each only joined
to one adjacent compartment 113). Each joining portion
114 between two adjacent compartments 113 extends
longitudinally along longitudinally extending sides of the
compartments 113 (i.e. parallel to elongate axes of the
compartments 113). In particular, each compartment 113
is joined to an adjacent compartment 113 on the major
axis of the elliptical cross-section of the compartment 113
(i.e. the longer of two perpendicular axes extending
through the elliptical cross-section).

[0044] The mannerin which the compartments113 are
joined is such that each compartment 113 is able to piv-
ot/rotate relative to each adjacent compartment 113 to
which it is joined. In particular, each compartment 113
can pivot about the respective joining portions 114 that
join it to adjacent compartments 113. One result of this
is that the cover 107 (as a whole) has flexibility (or bend-
ability) along a transverse axis extending between the
two edge portions 108 (i.e. extendingin a direction across
the elongate compartments 113). As may be appreciat-
ed, the cover 107 is more bendable (i.e. more easily bent)
in this direction than in the longitudinal direction.

[0045] This flexibility means that the shape the cover
107 (i.e. the shape of the arch) is able to conform (i.e. by
flexing) to the items it covers. This allows the packaging
assembly 100 to package items of various shapes while
stillmaintaining a close fit. This close fit may help to retain
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the items on the base 102 (e.g. may help to restrict move-
ment of items in transit).

[0046] As will be explained, the flexibility of the cover
107 also (at least partly) facilitates the process of packing
of an item in the packaging assembly 100. That is be-
cause it aids in moving the packaging assembly 100 from
a closed position (as illustrated in Figure 1A) to an open
position (as illustrated in Figure 1B).

[0047] To allow for the cover 107 to be moved to the
open position, the cover 107 is divided into first 115 and
second 116 cover portions that are releasably securable
to one another. Each of the cover portions 115, 116 ex-
tends from a respective edge portion 108 (secured to the
base 102) to afree edge 117 (i.e. being "free" in the open
position) thatis releasably securable to the free edge 117
of the other cover portion 115, 116. To provide this re-
leasable connection between the cover portions 115,
116, each free edge 117 comprises a releasable fasten-
ing arrangement 118 in the form of a hook and loop fas-
tener that extends longitudinally along a side of the com-
partment 113 at the free edge 117. Thus, in use, the free
edges 117 of the cover portions 115, 116 may be sepa-
rated and moved away from one another to provide ac-
cess to the base 102 (for positioning of an item on the
base 102).

[0048] To further help secure the cover 107 in the
closed position the cover 107 comprises six transverse
straps 119, 120 arranged in three pairs. Each pair of
straps 119, 120 includes a first strap 119 at the free edge
117 of the first cover portion 115 and a second strap 120
opposing the first strap 119 and provided at the free edge
117 of the second cover portion 116. Although not shown,
the first 119 and second 120 straps of each pair can be
engaged and tightened by way of an adjustable buckle.
[0049] The cover 107 also includes eight end straps
121, 122 (only shown in Figure 1B) arranged in four pairs
(two pairs at each end of the packaging assembly 100).
Each of the four pairs of end straps 121, 122 includes a
first end strap 121 provided on the first cover portion 115
(so as to extend from an end of the first cover portion
115) and a second end strap 122 opposing the first end
strap 121 and provided on the second cover portion 116.
The first 121 and second 122 end straps of each pair are
able to engage and be tightened by way of a buckle ar-
rangement as described above (not shown). In this way,
in the closed position, the end straps 121, 122 extend
across the open semi-circular ends 111 of the item-re-
ceiving cavity 110 defined between the cover 107 and
the base 102.

[0050] Two item-securing ties 123 (only shown in Fig-
ure 1B) are secured to an upper surface of the base 102
of the packaging assembly 100. These can be secured
about an item to retain the item on the base 102.
[0051] The packaging assembly 100 is further provid-
ed with a plurality of handles 124 (shown in Figure 1A
only) that facilitate handling of the packaging assembly
100. Two such handles 124 are provided on the cover
107, and four handles 124 are provided on the outer
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sleeve 105 ofthe base 102 (two on each of the transverse
sides 104 of the base 102).

[0052] Also provided on the cover 107 are two sleeves
125 that can be used to hold delivery information (i.e. in
the form of documents).

[0053] Figures 2A and 2B illustrate a further embodi-
mentinwhich the packaging assembly 100’ has a cuboid,
rather than semi-cylindrical, shape. The illustrated pack-
aging assembly 100’ includes many of the same features
of the previously described embodiment, and those have
been given the same reference numerals.

[0054] The packaging assembly 100’ includes a rec-
tangular planar base 102 including an outer sleeve 105.
Also provided is a cover 107 that includes two edge por-
tions 108 secured to longitudinal sides 103 of the base
102. In this case, however, these edge portions 108 de-
fine a first pair of edge portions 108 and the cover further
includes a second pair of edge portions 108 secured to
the opposite transverse sides 104 of the base 102.
[0055] The cover 107 includes four cover portions 115,
116, 126, 127, each cover portion 115, 116, 126, 127
extending from a respective side 103, 104 of the base
102 to a free edge 117. Thus, the cover 107 includes a
first pair of cover portions 115, 116 secured to the longi-
tudinal sides 103 of the base 102, and a second pair of
cover portions 126, 127 secured to the transverse sides
104 of the base 102.

[0056] In an open position, as shown in Figure 2B, the
four cover portions 115, 116, 126, 127 are able to extend
outwardly from the sides of the base 102 (so as to lie in
the same plane as the base 102). In the closed position,
the cover portions 115, 116, 126, 127 are upstanding
from the base 102 and connect to one another so as to
define walls of the cuboid packaging assembly 100’ (as
shown in Figure 2A). The second pair of cover portions
126, 127 define end walls of the cover 107 when it is in
the closed position. The first pair of cover portions 115,
116 define side walls of the cover 107. Afirst cover portion
115 of the first pair also defines a lid 128 that covers an
opening to the (cuboid shaped) item-receiving cavity 110
of the packaging assembly 100’ when in the closed po-
sition.

[0057] Each wall of the cover 107 each comprises two
(vertically stacked in the closed position) inflatable com-
partments 113 in the form of rectangular panels. The lid
128 also comprises an inflatable compartmentin the form
of arectangular panel. These compartments 113 provide
protection to an item stored within the cuboid cavity 110
defined by the cover 107 and the base 102 in the closed
position.

[0058] To retain the cover portions 115, 116, 126, 127
in the closed position, the cover 107 comprises a plurality
of lateral tabs 129 (shown only in Figure 2B). In particular,
each of the pair of second cover portions 126, 127 is
provided with two lateral tabs 129 that extend along lat-
eral edges 130 of the cover portions 126, 127. In the
closed position, these lateral edges 130 extend vertically
and are positioned adjacent corresponding lateral edges
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131 of the first 115 and second 116 cover portions at
corners of the cover 107. Each lateral tab 129 connects
with an adjacent cover portion 115, 116 (of the first pair
of cover portions 115, 116) when the cover 107 is in the
closed position. To provide this connection, each lateral
tab 129 includes a releasably fastening arrangement in
the form of a hook and loop fastener.

[0059] To further retain the cover 107 in the closed
position, end tabs 132 are also provided on each of the
second pair of cover portions 126, 127 (each end tab 132
projecting from the free edge 117 of the respective cover
portion 126, 127). These end tabs 132 releasably con-
nect with an upper surface of the lid 128 when in the
closed position. A further end tab 132 is provided on the
lid 128 (projecting from a free edge 117 of the first cover
portion 115) which releasably connects with an external
surface of the second cover portion 116.

[0060] Like the embodiment of Figures 1A to 1C, the
present embodiment also includes handles 124 (not all
of which are labelled for clarity) and a sleeve 125 (for
displaying delivery information).

[0061] The exemplary embodiments set forth above
are considered to be illustrative and not limiting. Various
changes to the described embodiments may be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion.

[0062] For the avoidance of any doubt, any theoretical
explanations provided herein are provided for the pur-
poses of improving the understanding of a reader. The
inventors do not wish to be bound by any of these theo-
retical explanations.

[0063] Any section headings used herein are for or-
ganizational purposes only and are not to be construed
as limiting the subject matter described.

[0064] Throughout this specification, including the
claims which follow, unless the context requires other-
wise, the word "comprise" and "include", and variations
such as "comprises", "comprising”, and "including" will
be understood to imply the inclusion of a stated integer
or step or group of integers or steps but not the exclusion
of any other integer or step or group of integers or steps.
[0065] Itmustbe notedthat, as usedin the specification
and the appended claims, the singular forms "a," "an,"
and "the"include plural referents unless the contextclear-
ly dictates otherwise. Ranges may be expressed herein
as from "about" one particular value, and/or to "about"
another particular value. When such a range is ex-
pressed, another embodiment includes from the one par-
ticular value and/orto the other particular value. Similarly,
when values are expressed as approximations, by the
use of the antecedent "about," it will be understood that
the particular value forms another embodiment. The term
"about" in relation to a numerical value is optional and
means for example +/- 10%.
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Claims tension in the straps when connected.

1. A packaging assembly for protecting an item in tran- 10. A packaging assembly according to any one of the

sit, the packaging assembly comprising:

preceding claims wherein in the closed position the

5 cover forms an arch over the base.
abase upon which an item is able to be support-
ed; 11. A packaging assembly according to any one of the
an inflatable cover having a flexible outer skin preceding claims comprising a plurality of elongate
defining one or more inflatable compartments, inflatable compartments.
the cover comprising opposing edge portions 70
disposed either side of an intermediate portion, 12. Apackaging assembly accordingtoclaim 11 wherein
the edge portions secured to the base and the the elongate inflatable compartments are parallel to
intermediate portion extending over the base one another and joined side-by-side, and wherein
such that an item-receiving cavity is defined be- optionally each pair of adjacent inflatable compart-
tween the intermediate portion and the base. 15 ments are joined in a manner that permits rotation
of the pair of adjacent inflatable compartments rela-
A packaging assembly according to claim 1 wherein tive to one another about an axis parallel to elongate
the base is rigid. axes of the pair of adjacent inflatable compartments.
A packaging assembly according to claim 2 wherein 20 13. A packaging assembly according to any one of the
the base comprises a sleeve and a rigid body remov- preceding claims wherein the cover is bendable
ably received in the sleeve. along transverse axis extending between the oppo-
site edge portions.
A packaging assembly according to claim 3 wherein
the cover is secured to the sleeve. 25 14. Apackagingassembly accordingtoclaim 13 wherein
the coveris more bendable along the transverse axis
A packaging assembly according to any one of the than along a longitudinal axis perpendicular to the
preceding claims that is configurable between a transverse axis.
closed position in which the intermediate portion ex-
tends over the base and an open position in which 30 15. A packaging assembly according to any one of the
the intermediate portion does not extend over the preceding claims wherein the item-receiving cavity
base. is configured for receipt of an item of furniture.
A packaging assembly according to claim 5 wherein
the cover comprises first and second cover portions 35
that are secured to one anotherin the closed position
and that are at least partly separated from one an-
other in the open position.
A packaging assembly according to claim 6 wherein 40
each of the first and second cover portions compris-
es one of the edge portions and an opposite free
edge that is moveable away from the base in the
open position.
45
A packaging assembly according to claim 7 wherein
the free edges of the first and second cover portions
are releasably secured to one another in the closed
position and wherein optionally the free edges are
securable to one another by way of a hook and loop 50
fastener.
A packaging assembly according to any one of
claims 6 to 8 wherein the first cover portion compris-
es a first strap and the second cover portion com- 55

prises a second strap and the first and second straps
are connectable to one another by an adjustment
mechanism configured to provide adjustment of the
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