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(87) Abstract: The present invention accurately classifies pat-

21d terns of defects occurring in an object to be inspected. Specif-

(Hb) (F2p) ically, a defect classification device 1 includes a classification
X1 \p X2 unit 10 for classifying patterns of defect X occurring in an object
I W to be inspected that has been imaged so as to be divided into a

FOVIT1—_ | /—F‘(Zl):\g1 plurality of visual fields F. The plurality of visual fields include
a first visual field F1 and a second visual field F2 adjacent to
cach other. A first end part F1p on the second visual field side of
the first visual field and a second end part F2p on the first visual
field side of the second visual field overlap each other. The first
visual field includes a first defect X1. The second visual field
includes a second defect X2. The classification unit cuts out a
region in which the first defect appears in the first visual field as
a first defect image C1, and cuts out a region in which the sec-
ond defect appears in the second visual field as a second defect
image C2. When the first defect image includes the first end part
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and the second defect image includes the second end part, the
| G2 classification unit classifies the patterns of the defects in a state
in which the first defect image and the second defect image are
/‘F?F\g§1 aligned such that the first defect and the second defect overlap.
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