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To all whowy it wy concers: _

* Beit known that I, Rosert Liee Riciarnp-
SON, a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of Keota, in the county of Keokuk and
State of Towa, have invented new and useful
Tmprovements in Extension and other Ta-
bles, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

The nature of my invention consists, es-
sentially, in the employment of a plurality of
side sections for the top-frame of an exten-
sion-table or for a non-extension table, said
sections being formed of plate metal and
each provided with a longitudinally-extend-
ing tubulation which is open at one side, but
exceeds a half-circle in cross-section, where-
by said frame-sections are adapted for tele-
scopic conneetion in sequence and when so
engaged are prevented from lateral disem-
gagement. »

The invention furthermore comprises a

novel construction for the corner portions of
‘the top frame of the table, other features of

improvement being shown, which will be
hereinafter fully deseribed.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts, as is
hereinatter described and claimed.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in wlich similar characters of reference
indicate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an exten-
sion-table embodying features of the inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is s planview of the same partly
broken away. - Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sce-
tional view substantially on the line 3 3 in
Fig. 2. Fig.'3* is an enlarged longitudinal,
sectional view of an end portion of a table-
leaf, showing a detail of the inventien. Fig.
4 is an enlarged perspective view showing one

- corner of a table-top frame of novel construc-
- tion.

Fig. 5 1s a broken perspective view of
a corner-bracket that is a detail of the inven-
tion. Tig. 6 is a perspective view of one of &
plurality of top-frame sections employed.
Fig. 7 is a transverse sectional view of a loclk-
ing-plate that is a portion of each corner-
bracket employed, the section being taken
substantially on the line 7 71in Fig. 4. TFig. §
is a transverse sectional view of the same sub-
stantially on the line 8 8 in Fig. 4; and Fig. ¢

is 8 perspective view of portions.of two top-
frame sections for the improved table,showing
their telescopic engagement and means car-
ried by said frame-sections that limit their
sliding movement one within the other. -
The table-top frame is rectangular and
comprises a suitable number of sections for
ach side and end thereof, to be determined
by the dimensions given to the completed
table.
blanks cut from plate metal, steel plate of
proper gage being preferably employed, which

Each frame-section 10 is formed with an in-
tegral tubulation 10%, extending throughout
its length, preferably at the center of width,
and, as shown, said tubulation on each frame-
section is projected from the exterior side
thereof. The tubulation 10* of each frame-
section 10 is of a suitable diameter to afford
necessary rigidity to the section, the diameters
of the plurality of sections forming the sides
of the top-frame being so proportioned that
they have close-fitting telescopic engagement
one with the other in sequence. It is essen-
tial for the proper sliding engagement of one
tubulation 10* with the next one in sequence
that said tubulations be more than a semi-
circle in their curved wall, transversely con-
sidered, so that when introduced endwise
one into the other the smaller one cannot be
displaced through the gap a left between the
flat portions of the frame-section and that
occupy thesame vertical plane when the parts
of the table are assembled for service.
To further stiffen the top-frame sections

the frame should have a flange 10° turned
inwardly at a right angle from the flat por-
tion thereof that extends above the tubula-
tion 107, said -flanges being disposed practi-
cally in a horizontal plane when the table-
frame is set -up for use. It is to be under-

top frame are to be formed of plate metal and
tubulated in a manner similar to the side
frame-sections 10, these end portions 10° be-
ing each made up of one or more sections, as
may be preferved, (see Figs. 3 and 8,) and each
provided with a top flange corresponding
with the {langes 10° on the side sections 10.

Four sinilar corner-brackets are provided

affords  requisite strength' and lightness:

55

€3

The frame-sections 10 are formed of -
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28 complementary portions of ths table-top
freime, and, zs shown, sach consists of s pref-
erably ceat-msial strueiure h aving two inte-
gral side porticns that ave disposed at & right
aagle one with the other. The sid

of each corner-bracket avs formed
iations 11%, similar to the tubulati
and it will bs noted in :
tubulations on the side and
the fable-top frame fit peatly within ¢
bulaetions 115, into which I
endwise.
are secured upon ths corner-br
serews or rivets, as is indicated in Fig.
&nd g8 the cast corners of the top-fram
e guige thin and given any desired style of
oriamsntation on their cuter surfaces they
add $o the ornate appearance of the table.
The side sections 10 of the top-frame are
gach provided with an abutment-toc e
formed on the lower edge of a depending
flamge thereof, and these abutments on the
adizcent ends of said frame-sections are so
formed and arranged that an abutment on

Db
o
o
(w2

cr
one depending flange will he udapted to im-
pinge upon the abutment on the frame-sec-
tion 10 1o which it slides, which contaet will
prevent the inner frame-section from leaving
the outer one when the frame-scctions are
fully extended, this relative arrangement of
parts being shown in Figs. 3 and ¢,

Four legs 12 of any ornamental design are
provided for the support of the table at its
corners and are detachably connected there-
with, the novel means for effecting such &
connection as shown consisting of the fol-
lowing details: :

On the angularly-connected sides of cach
corner-brackes 11 and flush with their lower
edges a base-plate 11° is integrally formed
and extends across the bracket inn 8 normually
horizofital plane, said flat base-plate having
& keyhole-slot d formed in it opposite the cor-
ner of the bracket end near the center of the
plate, ssindicated in Figs. 5 and 8. Beneath
the flanges 10° on the top-frame sections 10,
that are secured to each corner-brackes, a
locking-plate 11¢ is securcd thereto, sach
locking-plate being a duplicate of the base-

late 11°, ubove which it is directly located.
n each locking-plate 11¢"a keyhole-slot ¢ is
formed, which 1s located in a recess ¢/, formed
in the upper side of said locking-plate, and, as
indicated in Figs. 4, 7, and 8, the depression

in the upper side of cach locking-nlate is in--
o 4

clined somewhat on the bottom, heing lowest
at the narrow end of the keyhole-slot ¢ oppo-
site and comparatively near the corner of s
respective bracket where the side walls i1
join, and it will be noted in Fig. 8 that the
slots ¢ and ¢ are disposed one directly above
the other. B : .

In the flat upper end of cach leg 12 is se-
cured the lower end of a locking-bolt 13 and
preferably is projected axially therefrom,

818,802

sach of these si set of legs 12
having 8 head-g.o iree end of
the same. The ocking-bolt
18 is projected laters ody of the
bolt and 1s of sue g adapis it
to fit loossly in ¢, through
whichitisto b 3 nd the dis-
sancs between the lower sic each bolt-
hesd end the fia ost 12, from
which it projeats 1 the boli-
body is passed u ough the alined slots d
and e the head g, which may be turned

|5}
‘L‘P'

around by a rotatable movement of the po
will ride upon the iaclined bottom surface of
the recess ¢ and by its cam-lilke action draw
the leg into close contact with the lower sur-
Tace of the base-plate 11°, thus firmly secur-
ing the leg in place on the corner-bracket. It
will be seen that if the legs 12 are of an equal
length and the base-plates 11* arve disposed
in the same plane when the corner-brackets
and side sections of bl
the table as an-enti
surface of its frame s
are seated upon a hor

A suitable number
furnished to form the ta
placed transver
the top-frame
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tionary, then all of the lutter may be secured
upon the respective top flanges 107, and the
table rendered squa~e or of any desired
length, de¥ending u{pon the length of the end
portions of the top-irame. _

It will be seen that by constructing the
entire upper portion of the table, except
the leaves 14, of sheet metal and very ligg’c
cast metal an exceedingly light but strong
table is afforded that may be changed for
length quickly, and as the tubulations 10* on
the side-frame sections, as well as on the cor-
ner-brackets, are, in effect, slotted tubes, one

fitting neatly but slidably in a mating one,

the table-top frame at any point of sliding
adjustment 1s strong and rigid, resisting tor-
sional strain, as well as pressure, on its upper
side to a remarkable degree. :

As the abutments ¢ on the lower edges of
the plate-metal side frame-sections 10 may
be caused to pass each other by springing the
frame members laterally, it wll ge seen that
the, top-frame rnembers may be separated
from each other, and they may also be dis-
connected from the bracket-frame members
11, if their connecting means is in the form of
screws, so that a table in finished condition
may be ‘knocked down” and all parts
packed into a very compact package for
transportation, and said parts may be again
assembled for use as a table very expeditiously
and in a perfect manner with but the use of &
screw-driver.

Owing to the material used and the peculiar
novel construction of the table, the use of a
center leg is dispensed with and the weight of
a table of given dimensions is very much less

‘than s table of like size formed of wood in the

usual style.

Tt is Cbvious that the table may be finished |-

throughout in any preferred manner and be

8

rendered a highly-ornamental piece of furni-
ture.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A table-top frame, comprising a plural-

ity of plate-metal sections, each having a lat- -

erally-projected cylindrical tubulation that
has a slot-like opening therein, said tubula-
tions slidably engaging one within the other
through said openings, whereby they are
held from lateral displacement.

2. A table-top frame, comprising a plural-
ity of plate-metal side sections, each provided
with an integral outwardly-projected cylin-

drical tubulation longitudinally thereon, each

tubulation having a narrow gap or slot-like
opening extended throughout its length, the
diameters of said tubulations being varied so
as to adapt one tubulation to slide in the ad-
jacent tu{)ulat.ion that is of greater diameter,
the inner tubulation having a neck where it
joins the flat portions of thie side section it is
on, said neck working in the gap or slot and
thus adapting one tubulation to slide in a
corresponding one. _

3. l};l a table of the character described,
the plurality of removable wooden table-
leaves, each having a rectangular transverse
groove near each end and in the lower side,
and a thin metal shoe embedded in each
groove, said channeled shoes receiving the
upper edges of the top-frame sections when
said sections are cxtended. :

In testimony whercof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses. ‘

ROBERT LEE RICHARDSON.
Witnesses:
C. A. Lacey,
Ravreir C. ITamMivron.
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