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Clajms Nos.: 6, 10

The claims 6 and 10 are only searched in the context of claim 2, THOUGH
CLAIM 10 IS AN
INDEPENDENT CLAIM AND CLAIM 6 MAY BE DEPENDENT ON OTHER CLAIMS AS

WELL.
The reason for this limitation is the fact, that the characterising part

of claim 10 (and 6) does
specify the special technical features (the switch timing) but does not

explain the technical
effect. This technical effect is not explained in the description and is

not evident.
Claim 10 is stated in the first part of the description to relate to

"another aspect of the
invention®". As the special technical effect of the special technical

features is not revealed, it

is not clear if this "another aspect of the invention" relates to the
first inventive concept, the

second inventive concept (non-unitary) or a third inventive concept.

Further it is not possible
to search for a similar, ‘inventive idea.

Claims 6 and 10 MAY relate to a timing example described in the

description on page 13 but
without describing the special technical features in the same way. In

this case claims 6 and
10 form a third inventive concept (non-unitary). In such case it is,

however, the choice of the
applicant not to provide a clear link between this small part of the

description and the two
claims.

Claim 8 is specifying the transient delay to be approximately 1
microsecond. The description

specifies this delay to be in the order of 6.1 microsecond with a typical
range of 0.05 to 0.1

microseconds. The figure of 0.1 microseconds from the description appears
to be more likely

than the figure of 1 microsecond with a cycle-period of 5 microseconds
(page 9). Further

there is nowhere provided an explanation for a special technical effect
relating toa l

microsecond delay. For the search it has been assumed, that a delay
sufficiently large to

avoid an ON-overlap of the two switches (typically 50-100ns) is the
technical effect aimed at.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ASA/ 210

is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.

page 2 of 2




International Application No. PCT/IB 02 /00394
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-4, 8, 11-13

A DC-DC converter,
with both terminals of the isolating transformer being
connected to the respective terminals of the power source

through a series-coupled capacitor and inductor, and using
two sets of two switches.

2. Claims: 5, 7, 9

A DC-DC converter,

with one set of two switches and a control circuit operating
at least one of these switches when there is substantially
no voltage across the switch.
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