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TOOL CHEST WITH TOOL PAILLET 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi 
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions 
made by reissue. 

This is a continuation of application Ser: No. 08/518,469, 
filed Aug. 21, 1995, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to toolboxes and chests, and 
in particular, to lidded tool chests. 

2. Description of the prior Art 
Typically, a lidded tool chest has a lid or cover which is 

hinged to a base at the rear end thereof for movement 
between open and closed positions with respect to the base 
to cover and expose a storage compartment within the base. 
It is known to provide one or more trays overlying the 
Storage compartment and hingedly interconnected to the 
base and to the cover So that, when a cover is opened, the 
trays are pulled upwardly and rearwardly to expose their 
contents and also to provide access to the Storage 
compartment, the trays remaining in a Substantially hori 
Zontal position throughout. In Such an arrangement, the 
mechanic or other user must be directly over the tool box to 
View the contents of the trays and Storage compartment. 

It is also known to provide Storage containers with Shelves 
or trays which are pivotally movable between horizontal and 
upright or partially upright positions. One Such arrangement 
is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 3,012,658, which has a pair of 
base Straps or rails, to the front end of which is pivoted a 
tool-carrying panel and to the rear end of which is pivoted 
a cover. When the device is opened, the panel tilts upwardly 
to an inclined position to display the tools to the user, the 
panel being propped against the upwardly inclined cover to 
form a triangular configuration. However, this device 
arrangement has no base with a storage compartment 
therein. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is a general object of the invention to provide an 
improved tool chest which avoids the disadvantages of prior 
tool chests while affording additional Structural and operat 
ing advantages. 
An important feature of the invention is the provision of 

a tool chest or receptacle defining a storage compartment 
therein, which includes a tool-carrying pallet or panel dis 
posable in an upright display position on the receptacle 
while affording access to the Storage compartment. 

In connection with the foregoing feature, another feature 
of the invention is the provision of a tool chest of the type 
set forth which is provided with a lid or cover which 
cooperates with the pallet to provide Support therefor. 

Still another feature of the invention is the provision of the 
tool chest of the type set forth which provides a guided 
interconnection between the pallet and the receptacle to 
guide movement of the pallet between display and Storage 
positions. 

Still another feature of the invention is the provision of a 
tool chest of the type set forth wherein the pallet is coupled 
to the cover So as to be movable in response to movement 
of the cover. 

Another feature of the invention is the provision of a tool 
chest of the type set forth, which is of relatively simple and 
economical construction. 
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2 
These and other features of the invention are attained in 

an open-top receptacle having a forward end and a rearward 
end and defining a storage compartment therein, the 
improvement comprising: a pallet having an obverse side for 
Supporting articles thereon and shiftable between first and 
Second positions relative to the receptacle, the pallet in its 
first position overlying and covering the Storage compart 
ment with the obverse Side facing upwardly, the pallet in its 
Second position upstanding from the rearward end of the 
receptacle with the obverse side facing forwardly So as to 
uncover the Storage compartment and permit access thereto, 
and Support means associated with the receptacle for Sup 
porting the pallet in each of its first and Second positions. 
The invention consists of certain novel features and a 

combination of parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and particularly pointed out 
in the appended claims, it being understood that various 
changes in the details may be made without departing from 
the Spirit, or Sacrificing any of the advantages of the present 
invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For the purpose of facilitating an understanding of the 
invention, there are illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings preferred embodiments thereof, from an inspection of 
which, when considered in connection with the following 
description, the invention, its construction and operation, 
and many of its advantages should be readily understood and 
appreciated. 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a tool chest con 
Structed in accordance with a first embodiment of the present 
invention, with the cover open and the tool pallet in its 
Stowed position; 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 illustrating the tool 
pallet in its display position; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary view in Vertical Section 
of a portion of the toolchest of FIG. 1, with the cover closed; 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG.3, with the cover open and 
with the tool pallet lifted slightly from its stowed position; 

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4, with the tool pallet 
lifted further from its stowed position; 

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 5, illustrating the tool 
pallet being brought into its display position; 

FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 6, illustrating the tool 
pallet latched in its display position; 

FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of the portion of the 
cover and tool pallet illustrated in FIG. 7, with the attached 
portion of the base shown in Vertical Section; 

FIG. 9 is a further enlarged, fragmentary, front elevational 
View of the pallet latch hinge in its normal rest position; 

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary, perspective view of the latch 
hinge of FIG. 9, illustrating disengagement of the latch; 

FIG. 11 is a front perspective view of a tool chest in 
accordance with a Second embodiment of the invention, with 
the cover closed: 

FIG. 12 is a view similar to FIG. 11, with the cover open 
and the tool pallet in its display position; 

FIG. 13 is an enlarged, fragmentary view in Vertical 
section taken along the line 13-13 in FIG. 11; 

FIG. 14 is a view similar to FIG. 11, with the cover 
illustrated partially open; 

FIG. 15 is a view similar to FIG. 14, illustrating the cover 
moved to a further opened position; 

FIG. 16 is a view similar to FIG. 14, illustrating a still 
further opened position of the cover; 
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FIG. 17 is a view similar to FIG. 16, illustrating the cover 
in its fully opened position; 

FIG. 18 is a further enlarged, fragmentary view in vertical 
section taken along the line 18-18 in FIG. 17; and 

FIG. 19 is a fragmentary view in horizontal section taken 
along the line 19–19 in FIG. 17. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, there is illustrated a tool chest, 
generally designated by the numeral 20, constructed in 
accordance with a first embodiment of the invention. The 
tool chest 20 has a box-like base 21 including an upstanding 
rear wall 22 (FIGS. 3-7), a pair of upstanding side walls 23 
and 24 and a base or bottom wall (not shown), cooperating 
to define an open-top and open-front housing. A plurality of 
drawers 25 may be mounted in the base 21 in a known 
manner. The side walls 23 and 24 are interconnected at their 
front ends by a cross bar 26 above the drawers 25 and by an 
upstanding front wall 27 which is connected to and projects 
upwardly from the cross bar 26. A flat, horizontal top wall 
28 interconnects the rear wall 22, the side walls 23 and 24 
and the cross bar 26 for cooperation therewith to define an 
open-top Storage compartment 29 above the drawers 25. 

Referring also to FIGS. 3-5, the tool chest 20 is also 
provided with a cover 30, which is pivotally movable 
between a closed position (FIG. 3) which completely closes 
the Storage compartment 29 and open position, illustrated in 
FIGS. 1, 2, 4 and 5. The cover 30 has a flat top wall 31, a 
rear wall 32, a pair of side walls 33 and 34 and a front wall 
35 which projects downwardly below the bottom edges of 
the rear wall 32 and the side walls 33 and 34 and is bent at 
its lower end to define a channel 36. The bottom edge of the 
rear wall 32 is pivotally connected by means of a piano 
hinge 37 to a forwardly projecting top flange 38 at the upper 
end of the base rear wall 22. Fixedly secured to the inner 
Surface of the cover top wall 31 is an elongated Stiffening 
channel 39. Also carried by the cover top wall 31 is a retainer 
bracket 40, for a purpose to be explained more fully below. 
Specifically, the retainer bracket 40 has a flat base wall 41 
which lies against the inner surface of the cover top wall 31 
and is provided at its rear edge with an inclined wall 42 
which slopes rearwardly away from the top wall 31 and is 
provided at its rear edge with a skirt 43 which is fixedly 
secured to the front Surface of the stiffening channel 39. The 
base wall 41 is provided at its forward edge with a depend 
ing end wall 44 provided at its lower end with a rearwardly 
extending lip 44a covered with a guard 44b. 

The cover 30 is also coupled to the base 21 at the opposite 
Sides thereof, respectively, by two linkage assemblies 45. 
Each of the linkage assemblies 45 includes an upper link 46 
pivotally connected to the adjacent cover side wall (33 or 
34), as at 46a, and a lower link 47, pivotally coupled to the 
adjacent base side wall (23 or 24), as at 47a. The links 46 and 
47 are pivotally interconnected by a pivot pin 48. A sleeve 
49 is fitted around the upper link 46 of one of the linkage 
assemblies 45 and slides down to cover the pivot pin 48 (see 
FIG. 5) to lock the cover 30 in its open position, downward 
Sliding movement of the Sleeve 49 being Stopped by a pin 
49a on the lower link 47, all in a known manner. 

Referring now also to FIGS. 6-8, it is a fundamental 
aspect of the invention that the tool chest 20 also includes a 
tool pallet 50 in the nature of a flat, rectangular panel having 
an obverse side 51 and being provided with a plurality of 
holes 51a therethrough, preferably arranged in a matrix or 
grid in the nature of a pegboard. The pallet 50 may be 
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4 
provided with a plurality of clips or brackets (not shown) 
fitted through holes 51a for releasably securing a plurality of 
tools (not shown) on the obverse side 51 of the pallet 50, in 
a known manner. It is a significant aspect of the invention 
that the pallet 50 is mounted in the tool chest 20 for 
movement between a horizontal Stowed position, illustrated 
in FIGS. 1 and 3, wherein it substantially completely over 
lies and covers the Storage compartment 29, and an upright 
display position, illustrated in FIGS. 2, 7 and 8, wherein 
tools mounted thereon are displayed for use and the Storage 
compartment 29 is uncovered, permitting easy access 
thereto. 
The pallet 50 has at its front edge a depending front flange 

52 provided centrally thereof with a forwardly projecting 
latch pin 53 (FIGS. 3-7). Fixedly secured to the pallet 50 
immediately behind the front flange 52, respectively at the 
opposite sides thereof, are two laterally outwardly projecting 
guide pins or rollers 54 (one shown). Integral with the pallet 
50 at its rear end is a depending rear flange 55, and 
respectively integral with its opposite side edges are depend 
ing side flanges 56. Fixedly secured to the pallet 50 along the 
opposite sides thereof and toward the rear end thereof are a 
pair of upstanding handles 58. Fixedly secured, as by 
welding, to the reverse or underside of the pallet 50, gen 
erally centrally thereof and extending laterally thereof, is an 
elongated angle bracket 59, which is pivotally coupled by a 
piano hinge 60 to the forward edge of a rectangular coupling 
plate 61. The rear end of the coupling plate 61 is pivotally 
coupled by a piano hinge 62 to the bottom flange of a 
Z-shaped bracket 63 which depends from the top flange 38 
of the base rear wall 32. The guide pins or rollers 54 of the 
pallet 50 are respectively disposed for sliding or rolling 
engagement with forwardly and downwardly sloping guide 
rails 64, respectively fixedly secured to the side walls 23 and 
24 of the tool chest base 21 by attachment flanges 64a (one 
shown). 

Referring also to FIGS. 9 and 10, the coupling plate 61 
carries on its underSide adjacent to the rear end thereof and 
laterally centrally thereof, a latch hinge 65. More 
specifically, the latch hinge 65 has one plate 66 thereof 
fixedly Secured, as by welding, to the coupling plate 61 and 
has the other plate 67 thereof free to pivot. The free plate 67 
has an inclined lip 67a at its distal end and is resiliently 
biased by a torsion spring 68 to a rest position (FIGS. 3-5) 
disposed at an angle slightly greater than 90 with respect to 
the plate 66. Formed in the free plate 67 centrally thereof is 
a circular hole 69, for a purpose to be described below. 

In operation, when the pallet 50 is in its stowed position, 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3, the rear flange 55 rests on the 
bottom flange of the Z-shaped bracket 63, and the guide pins 
or rollers 54 are supported by the guide rails 64 for firmly 
supporting the pallet 50. It can be seen that in this stowed 
position, the pallet 50 covers the storage compartment 29 
and permits the tool chest cover 30 to be closed. When the 
cover 30 is opened, the pallet 50 can be manually lifted to 
its display position. In this regard, the user grasps the two 
handles 58 and lifts the rear end of the pallet 50, pulling it 
upwardly and rearwardly, as indicated in FIGS. 4-6, to insert 
the rear flange 55 into the channel formed by the base wall 
41, the end wall 44, and the lip 44a of the retainer bracket 
40, as illustrated in FIG. 6. The guard 44b protects the pallet 
from being Scratched by the lip 4.4a. During this movement, 
the coupling plate 61 prevents the pallet 50 from being lifted 
free of the tool chest 20, and the front end of the pallet 50 
remains Supported on the guide rails 64 by the guide pins or 
rollers 54. In this way the coupling plate 61 and the guide 
rails 64 cooperate to guide the movement of the pallet 50 
between its Stowed and display positions. 
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Referring to FIG. 6, when the rear flange 55 of the pallet 
50 is fitted into the channel of the retainer bracket 40, the 
user pushes the pallet 50 rearwardly, moving the latch pin 53 
into camming engagement with the lip 67a of the latch plate 
67 to depress it against the urging of the Spring 68, allowing 
the pin 53 to snap into the hole 69 with the plate 67 biased 
against the front flange 52 of the pallet 50. It will be 
appreciated that the pallet 50 is now securely latched in its 
display position. The retainer bracket 40 prevents the pallet 
50 from tipping forwardly on the piano hinge 62, and the 
latch hinge 65 prevents the forward end of the pallet 50 from 
Sliding, by gravity, back down along the guide rails 64. It can 
be seen that when the pallet 50 is disposed in its display 
position, any tools mounted thereon can be easily viewed 
and accessed by a user. At the same time, the Storage 
compartment 29 is completely unobstructed by the pallet 50, 
for easy access thereto. 
When it is desired to return the pallet 50 to its stowed 

position the user manually depresses the latch plate 67 (see 
FIG. 10) and pulls the lower end of the pallet 50 forwardly 
to release it from the latch hinge 65. Then the front end of 
the pallet 50 is allowed to slide down along the guide rails 
64, the user Supporting the pallet 50 by the handles 58 until 
it has been returned to its Stowed position. AS can be seen 
from FIGS. 1 and 3, the front wall 27 of the housing 21 is 
cut away or recessed along most of its length So that, when 
the pallet 50 is disposed in its stowed position, it sits slightly 
above the top edge of the cutaway portion of the front wall 
27. This permits the user to insert his fingers beneath the 
front edge of the pallet 50 to manually lift it a slight distance, 
Such as a couple of inches, as permitted by the linkage 
assemblies 45, to retrieve tools from the Storage compart 
ment 29, without moving the pallet 50 to its display position. 

Referring now to FIGS. 11-19, there is illustrated a tool 
chest 70, constructed in accordance with another embodi 
ment of the invention. The tool chest 70 is similar to the tool 
chest 20, described above, having a box-like base 71 which 
is Substantially the same as the base 21. Specifically, the base 
71 includes a rear wall 72 provided with a forwardly 
projecting top flange 73 at the upper end thereof, upstanding 
side walls 74 and a front crossbar 75 connected to a recessed 
front wall 76 for cooperation with a top wall (not shown) to 
define a storage compartment 79. Respectively fixedly 
Secured, as by welding, to the inner Surfaces of the Side walls 
74 are two forwardly and downwardly inclined guide chan 
nels 77 (one shown). 
The tool chest 70 has a cover 80 which includes a top wall 

81, a rear wall 82, opposed side walls 83 and 84 and a front 
wall 85 provided at its lower end with a channel 86. The 
lower edge of the cover rear wall 82 is pivotally connected 
by a piano hinge 87 to the top flange 73 of the base rear wall 
72. Fixedly secured to the inner Surface of the cover top wall 
81 and extending laterally thereof generally centrally 
thereon is a stiffening channel 89. 

The cover 80 is also provided with a pair of depending 
earS 90, respectively disposed adjacent to the opposite Sides 
thereof just rearwardly of the lateral center line of the cover 
80. More specifically, each of the ears 90 is provided with an 
attachment flange 91 which is fixedly secured to the stiff 
ening channel 89, as by fasteners 92 or spot welding. The 
cover 80 is also provided at its opposite sides with linkage 
assemblies 95, which are arranged as mirror images of each 
other and operate in the same manner as the linkage assem 
blies 45, described above. Thus, each of the linkage assem 
blies 95 includes link arms 96 and 97, respectively pivotally 
connected to the coverside walls 83 and 84 ears 90 and the 
base side walls 74, as at 96a and 97a, and pivotally con 
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6 
nected to each other by pivot pin 98. A sleeve 99 locks the 
cover 80 in its open position and is stopped against a pin 99a 
(FIGS. 15–17). 
The tool chest 70 includes a tool pallet 100 in the nature 

of a flat, rectangular panel having an obverse Side 101 and 
being provided with a plurality of holes 110a therethrough 
(FIG. 18), preferably arranged in a grid or matrix configu 
ration in the nature of a pegboard. The pallet 100 is provided 
at its front end with a depending front flange 102. Fixedly 
secured to the underside of the pallet 100 just rearwardly of 
the front flange 102 at the opposite sides thereof are two 
laterally outwardly projecting guide pins or rollers 104, 
respectively receivable in Sliding or rolling engagement in 
the guide channels 77. The pallet 100 is provided at its rear 
end with a depending rear flange 105 and is provided along 
its opposite Side edges with depending Side flanges 106. The 
cover ears 90 are respectively pivotally connected by pivot 
pins 107 to the pallet side flanges 106 toward the rear ends 
thereof. 

In use, it will be appreciated that the cover 80 is movable 
between fully open and closed positions in the same manner 
as was described above in connection with the cover 30. 
Because of the pivotal connection between the cover ears 90 
and the pallet 100, movement of the cover 80 between its 
open and closed positions will result in a corresponding 
movement of the pallet 100, this movement being guided by 
the engagement of the guide pins or rollerS 104 in the guide 
channels 77. More specifically, when the cover 80 is closed, 
the pallet 100 is disposed substantially horizontally just 
above the base front wall 76, overlying and substantially 
covering the storage compartment 79. As the cover 80 is 
opened, the rear end of the pallet 100 is lifted and the front 
end thereof slides upwardly and rearwardly along the guide 
channels 77, as illustrated in FIGS. 14-16. When the cover 
80 is latched in its fully open position, illustrated in FIGS. 
17-19, the pallet 100 is disposed in its upstanding display 
position, adjacent to the rear end of the tool chest 70, with 
the tools thereon displayed forwardly for easy viewing and 
access. The latching of the cover 80 in its open position by 
the linkage assemblies 95 prevents the pallet 100 from 
Sliding back down toward its Stowed position. It can be seen 
that when the pallet 100 is thus disposed in its display 
position, the Storage compartment 79 is uncovered, accom 
modating easy access thereto. It will be appreciated that, 
when the cover 80 is unlatched and closed, the pallet 100 
responds by returning to its Stowed position. 
From the foregoing, it can be seen that there has been 

provided an improved tool chest with a built-in tool pallet 
which is easily movable between a Stowed position covering 
a storage compartment and an upright display position 
permitting easy access to the Storage compartment. 
We claim: 
1. In a tool chest including a bottom wall and peripheral 

wall Structure having a forward end and a rearward end and 
upstanding from Said bottom wall for cooperation there with 
to define an open-top Storage compartment therein, and a 
cover coupled to the peripheral wall Structure adjacent to the 
rearward end thereof for movement between a closed posi 
tion to close the Storage compartment and an upstanding 
open position eXposing the Storage compartment, the 
improvement comprising: a tool pallet having an obverse 
Side for Supporting tools thereon and a reverse side and 
disposed in the tool chest and shiftable between first and 
Second positions relative thereto, coupling means perma 
nently connecting Said pallet to Said tool chest and accom 
modating movement of Said pallet between Said first and 
Second positions, Said pallet in its first position overlying 
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and covering the Storage compartment with Said obverse 
Side facing away from the bottom wall, Said pallet in its 
Second position being inclined with respect to the bottom 
wall with the cover in its open position and with said obverse 
side facing toward the forward end of the wall structure and 
with Said reverse Side facing the cover So as to uncover the 
Storage compartment and permit access thereto, and Support 
means on the tool chest for Supporting Said pallet in each of 
its first and Second positions, Said Support means including 
a pair of elongated guide rails disposed on opposite Sides of 
the peripheral wall Structure, and means on Said pallet 
engageable with Said guide rail. 

2. In a tool chest including a bottom wall and peripheral 
wall Structure having a forward end and a rearward end and 
upstanding from aid bottom wall for cooperation there with 
to define an open-top Storage compartment therein, and a 
cover coupled to the peripheral wall Structure adjacent to the 
rearward end thereof for movement between a closed posi 
tion to close the Storage compartment and an upstanding 
open position exposing the Storage compartment, the 
improvement comprising: a tool pallet having an obverse 
Side for Supporting tools thereon and a reverse side and 
disposed in the tool chest and shiftable between first and 
Second positions relative thereto, Said pallet in its first 
position overlying and covering the Storage compartment 
with said obverse side facing away from the bottom wall, 
Said pallet in its Second position being inclined with respect 
to the bottom wall with the cover in its open position and 
with said obverse side facing toward the forward end of the 
wall Structure and with Said reverse side facing the cover So 
as to uncover the Storage compartment and permit acceSS 
thereto, means coupling Said pallet to the cover and respon 
Sive to movement of the cover between its closed and open 
positions for effecting movement of Said pallet between its 
first and second positions, and guide means on the peripheral 
wall Structure cooperating with Said coupling means for 
Supporting Said pallet in each of its first and Second positions 
and for guiding movement of Said pallet between its first and 
Second positions. 

3. The toolchest of claim 2, wherein Said coupling means 
includes means pivotally coupling Said pallet to the cover 

4. The toolchest of claim3, wherein Said coupling means 
includes a pair of Side flanges on Said pallet depending 
therefrom along opposite sides thereof, a pair of ears on the 
cover projecting from opposite Sides thereof, and means 
pivotally connecting Said earS respectively to Said Side 
flanges. 

5. The tool chest of claim 2, wherein said guide means 
includes a pair of guide rails respectively disposed along 
opposite sides of the peripheral wall structure. 

6. The tool chest of claim 5, wherein said pallet includes 
rollers rotatably carried thereby and respectively disposed 
for rolling engagement with Said guide rails. 

7. A tool chest comprising: 
a bottom wall and peripheral wall Structure having a 

forward end and a rearward end and upStanding from 
Said bottom wall to define an open-top Storage 
compartment, 

a cover coupled to the wall Structure adjacent to the 
rearward end thereof for cooperation there with to 
define an enclosure and movable between a closed 
position and an upStanding Open position relative to the 
Storage compartment, 

a tool pallet disposed in Said enclosure and having front 
and rear ends and an Obverse Side for Supporting tools 
thereon and a reverse Side, 

coupling Structure permanently connecting Said pallet to 
Said enclosure and accommodating movement of Said 
pallet between first and Second positions, 
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8 
Said pallet in its first position Overlying and covering the 

Storage compartment with Said Obverse Side facing 
away from the bottom wall, 

Said pallet in its Second position being inclined with 
respect to the bottom wall with the cover in its open 
position and with Said obverse Side facing toward the 
forward end of the wall Structure and with Said reverse 
Side facing the cover SO as to uncover the Storage 
compartment and permit access thereto, and 

Support Structure On the enclosure for Supporting Said 
pallet in each of its first and Second positions, 

Said Support Structure including a pair Ofelongated guide 
rails disposed on opposite sides of the wall Structure 
and guide Structure On the pallet engageable with the 
rails, 

Said coupling Structure including a pair of Side flanges On 
Said pallet depending therefrom along opposite Sides 
thereof, a pair of ears On Said cover protecting from 
opposite Sides thereof, and pivot joints connecting Said 
ears respectively to Said Side flanges. 

8. A tool chest comprising: 
a bottom wall and peripheral wall Structure having a 

forward end and a rearward end and upStanding from 
Said bottom wall to define an Open-top Storage 
compartment, 

a cover coupled to the wall Structure adjacent to the 
rearward end thereof for cooperation therewith to 
define an enclosure and movable between a closed 
position and an upStanding Open position relative to the 
Storage compartment, 

a tool pallet disposed in Said enclosure and having front 
and rear ends and an obverse Side for Supporting tools 
thereon and a reverse Side, 

coupling Structure permanently connecting Said pallet to 
Said enclosure and accommodating movement of Said 
pallet between first and Second positions, 

Said pallet in its first position Overlying and covering the 
Storage compartment with Said Obverse Side facing 
away from the bottom wall, 

Said pallet in its Second position being inclined with 
respect to the bottom wall with the cover in its open 
position and with Said obverse Side facing toward the 
forward end of the wall Structure and with Said reverse 
Side facing the cover SO as to uncover the Storage 
compartment and permit access thereto, and 

Support Structure On the enclosure for Supporting Said 
pallet in each of its first and Second positions, 

Said Support Structure including a pair of guide rails 
respectively disposed along opposite Sides of the wall 
Structure, 

Said pallet including rollers rotatable carried thereby and 
respectively disposed for rolling engagement with Said 
guide rails. 

9. The tool chest of claim 8, wherein Said coupling 
Structure includes Structure connecting Said pallet to Said 
wall Structure. 

10. The tool chest of claim 9, wherein Said pallet includes 
handle means for facilitating manual movement thereof 
between the first and Second positions thereon. 

11. In a tool chest including a bottom wall and peripheral 
wall Structure having a forward end and a rearward end and 
upStanding from Said bottom wall for COOperation to define 
an open-top Storage compartment therein, and a cover 
coupled to the peripheral wall Structure adjacent to the 
rearward end thereof for movement between a closed posi 
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tion to close the Storage compartment and an upstanding 
Open position exposing the Storage compartment, the 
improvement comprising: 

a tool pallet having an Obverse Side for Supporting tools 
thereon and a reverse Side and disposed in the tool 
chest and Shifiable between first and Second positions 
relative thereto, 

Said pallet in its first position Overlying and covering the 
Storage compartment with Said Obverse Side facing 
away from the bottom wall, 

Said pallet in its Second position being inclined with 
respect to the bottom wall with the cover in its open 
position and with Said obverse Side facing toward the 
forward end of the wall Structure and with Said reverse 
Side facing the cover SO as to uncover the Storage 
compartment and permit access thereto, 

means coupling Said pallet to the cover and responsive to 
movement of the cover between its closed and open 
positions for effecting movement of Said pallet between 
its first and Second positions, 

and guide means On the peripheral wall Structure COOp 
erating with Said coupling means for Supporting Said 
pallet in each of its first and Second positions and for 
guiding movement of Said pallet between its first and 
Second positions, 

Said coupling means including a pair of Side flanges On 
Said pallet depending therefrom along opposite Sides 
thereof, a pair of ears On the cover protecting from 
Opposite Sides thereof, and means pivotally connecting 
Said ears respectively to Said Side flanges. 

12. In a tool chest including a bottom wall and peripheral 
wall Structure having a forward end and a rearward end and 
upStanding from Said bottom wall for COOperation to define 
an open-top Storage compartment therein, and a cover 
coupled to the peripheral wall Structure adjacent to the 
rearward end thereof for movement between a closed posi 
tion to close the Storage compartment and an upstanding 
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Open position exposing the Storage compartment, the 
improvement comprising: 

a tool pallet having an Obverse Side for Supporting tools 
thereon and a reverse Side and disposed in the tool 
chest and Shifiable between first and Second positions 
relative thereto, 

Said pallet in its first position Overlying and covering the 
Storage compartment with Said Obverse Side facing 
away from the bottom wall, 

Said pallet in its Second position being inclined with 
respect to the bottom wall with the cover in its open 
position and with Said obverse Side facing toward the 
forward end of the wall Structure and with Said reverse 
Side facing the cover SO as to uncover the Storage 
compartment and permit access thereto, 

means coupling Said pallet to the cover and responsive to 
movement of the cover between its closed and open 
positions for effecting movement of Said pallet between 
its first and Second positions, 

and guide means On the peripheral wall Structure COop 
erating with Said coupling means for Supporting Said 
pallet in each of its first and Second positions and for 
guiding movement of Said pallet between its first and 
Second positions, 

Said guide means including a pair of guide rails respec 
tively disposed along opposite SideS of the peripheral 
wall Structure, 

Said pallet including rollers rotatable carried thereby and 
respectively disposed for rolling engagement with Said 
guide rails. 

13. The tool chest of claim 12, wherein Said means 
coupling includes Structure connecting Said pallet to Said 
wall Structure. 

14. The tool chest of claim 13, wherein Said pallet 
includes handle means for facilitating manual movement 
thereof between the first and Second positions thereon. 


