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The present invention relates to means for extinguish-
ing cigars, cigarettes and the like and, more particularly,
has reference to an extinguisher of the fluid type finding
special application for use in motor vehicles.

Heretofore, most fluid extinguishers have included a
receptacle for the fluid and a sponge or wick or flat float
has been disposed within the receptacle so that when the
lighted end of ‘the cigarette is pressed against the sponge
or other body, the cigarette is extinguished. Thus, in these
prior devices, the cigarette end must be urged into con-
tact with the moistened body in the receptacle, and, in the
case of the sponge and the wick, the cigarette has a tend-
ency to stick thereby causing the head to “pull” off leav-
ing ashes and- tobacco on the sponge or wick. In con-
nection with the flat float, the float must be pushed below
the surface of the fluid which means that the smoker must
watch the receptacle to make certain that the cigarette has
been extinguished and that the cigarette has not been im-~
mersed too deeply in the fluid since this causes the cigarette
to drip and often fall apart.

It can be seen that with these prior devices, it is neces-
sary for the smoker to watch the extinguishing step and,
if he is the drive of the vehicle, he must take his eyes
from the road which is undesirable.

Accordingly, an important object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a fluid extinguisher of the type described
which will overcome the above and other drawbacks now
existing in the art,

A further object of the invention is to provide a flnid
extinguisher wherein a float having a specially formed
upper surface is lodged within the receptacle so that a
body of fluid is located above the float adjacent the
perimetric edge of the float with the depth of the fluid
body being sufficient to extinguish the burning end of the
cigarette yet not deep enough to wet the cigarette above
such burning end to cause the cigarette to fall apart.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
fluid extinguisher for use in motor vehicles and the like
wherein the proper depth of fluid above the perimetric
edge of the float is always available.

Still another object of my invention is to provide a
fluid extinguisher wherein a guard member is located in
proximity to the open end of the receptacle to minimize the
chances of fluid “splashing” out of the receptacle and re-
turn the fluid to the liquid body therein.

Yet another object of this invention is to provide a fluid
extinguisher wherein the cigarette can be dropped into the
open end of the receptacle and by so doing the smoker is
certain that the lighted end will be extinguished due to the
configuration of the upper surface of the float and the pool
of fiuid above the float adjacent the perimetric edge of the
float.

With the above and other advantageous objects in view,
the invention consists in the details of construction, and
in the arrangement and combination of parts to be herein-
after more fully set forth and claimed.

In describing the invention in detail, reference will be
had to the accompanying drawings forming part of this
application, wherein like reference characters denote the
same or similar parts in the several views, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a vertical sectional view of a fluid ex-
tinguisher according to the invention.

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the extinguisher de-
picted in FIGURE 1, and

FIGURE 3 is a vertical sectional view, on an enlarged
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scale of the upper end of the inner receptacle shown in
FIG. 1. .

As shown in FIGURE 1, the extinguisher comprises an
outer receptacle 10, an inner receptacle 11 for the fluid
and a float 13 within the receptacle 11.

The receptacles 10 and 11 may be made of any suitable
material and it will be noted that the inner diameter of
the outer receptacle is slightly greater thanm the outer
diameter of the receptacle 11 to permit the receptacle 11
to be readily and easily inserted into and removed from
the outer receptacle for cleaning and refilling purposes.
The upper end of the receptacle 10 is formed with a hori-
zontal flange 14 and functions as an anchoring medium
for the receptacle. For example, by setting the extin-
guisher in an opening, the flange 14 serves to support
properly the receptacle 10.

The receptacle 11 is of greater height than the receptacle
16 and the upper end thereof projects above the open end
of the receptacle 10. The receptacle 11 defines a reservoir
for a fluid, and as illustrated in FIGURE 1, the fluid is
indicated 15. To minimize the chances of the fluid splash-
ing out of the receptacle 11, the inner surface of the re-
ceptacle adjacent the open end is threaded at 17 to receive
complemental threads 16 on a ring member 18. The up-
per edge of the ring member is provided with an annular
inturned flange 19 and the flange will trap fluid splashing
toward the open end due to the movement of the vehicle.

The float 13 is preferably an air float and the upper
surface is part circular in outline although the perimeter
of the fioat body wiil be dependent upon the configura-
tion of the recepiacle 11. The lower surface of the float
is planar as shown at 26 and an annular rim 21 is located
adjacent the lower planar surface. The upper surface of
the float is rounded as at 22 and the weight of the float is
such that the perimetric or outer edge thereof is slightly
under the level of the fluid in the receptacle to provide a
pool 23 as clearly shown in FIGURE 1. It can be seen
that of the amount of fluid in the inner receptacle, this
pool will be present.

The float 13 may be made of any material that will
float, such as plastics, and it is essential that the float not
take up any of the fluid since by so doing the increased
weight of the float would not provide the pool 23 of the
proper depth. Consequently, cork, wood or other ma-
terials subject to becoming water logged would not serve
to achieve the desired ends, unless such materials have
been coated or otherwise treated to render them water-
proof.

The outer receptacle 10 may be attached to the body of
the vehicle in numerous ways, such as by suction cups and
the most strategic location for the extinguisher would be
on the instrument panel to the right of the steering wheel.
Obviously, the extinguisher may be mounted at other Io-
cations within the vehicle. Also, the ring member 18
can be attached to the upper end of the receptacle 11 by
means other than complemental screw threads and this
member could be slipped over the upper edge and retained
thereon by friction.

While the manner of use of the extinguisher is deemed
apparent from the foregoing description, it might be briefly
summarized as follows:

If the cigarette is held between the fingers and released
long enough for the lighted end to strike or hit the rounded
surface of the float adjacent the rim 21 thereof, it will be
immersed in the pool 23 and can be discarded with the
assurance that the burning end has been extinguished.
Due to the weight of the float body, the pool 23 is not
sufficiently deep to wet the cigarette any substantial
amount above the burning end, and, as a consequence,
there is little danger of the cigarette falling apart. In
view of the rounded upper surface of the float body, any
ashes which may be deposited thereon will ultimately
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fall or find their way to the boitom of the receptacle 11
and thus prevent the accumulated weight of the ashes
from causing the float body to assume a lower position in
the fivid and thereby deepen the pool 23.

While the extinguisher is primarly for use in motor
vehicies, it is, of course, to be understood that it can be
used in other environments with equal facility.

The invention is not to be confined to any strict con-
formity with the showing in the drawing, but may be
changed or modified so long as such changes or modifica-
tions mark no material departure from the salient features
of the invention as expressed in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A cigarette extingnisher comprising a receptacle con-
taining a fluid bedy and having an open upper end, a
float within the receptacle, said float being of a material
impervious to fluid action so that the weight of the float
remains constant, the float having a planar lower surface
and a rounded upper surface joining the lower surface at
the perimetric edge thereof with an air chamber between
said surfaces, the weight of the float causing the perimetric
edge thereof to be slightly immersed in the fluid body to
provide a liquid pool above the perimetric edge and on
the upper rounded surface of the float so that when a
lighted cigarette is dropped onto the upper surface, the
cigarette may be guided by such surface into the liquid
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pool to extinguish the same, and a horizontal annular
flange secured to and extending inwardly from the open
end of the receptacle spaced a substantial distance above
the rounded upper surface of the float defining an entrance
opening for the receptacle and also serving as a baffle to
minimize spilling of the fluid from the receptacle.

2. An extinguisher as defined in claim 1 wherein the
receptacle is removably supported in an outer container
and means is provided on the outer container to secure the
extinguisher to a supporting surface.
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