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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRED W. COOLEY, OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA.

BLANK-CABINET.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 474,948, dated May 17, 1892,
Application filed March 7, 1892, Serial No, 423,998, (No model.)

To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, FRED W. COOLEY, of
Minneapolis, in the county of Hennepin and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain Im-
provements in Blank-Cabinets, of which the
following is a specifieation.

This invention relates to improvements in
cabinets or portfolios designed especially for
holding legal blanks, though capable of being
used as a letter-file or for filing papers of any
kind.

Theéinvention consists generally in an open
case provided with a hinged front and a piv-
oted cover capable of being thrown forward
beyond the hinged front, so as to leave the
top of the casing open.

Theinvention consists, further,in means for

tilting the cabinet, so as to cause the papers
therein to lie in an inclined position, so as to
be convenient of access when the cabinet is
open. :
The invention consists, further, in the con-
struction and combinations hereinafter de-
seribed, and particularly pointed. out in the
claims,

In the accompanying drawings, forming a

part of this specification, Figure 1 is an end

elevation of my improved cabinet. Fig. 2 is
a frent elevation of the same. Fig. 3 is a
transverse vertical section; and Fig. 4is a par-
tial front elevation, the cabinet being open.
In the drawings, 2 represents the casing or
back portion of the cabinet, which is prefer-

‘ably of a substantially rectangular form, hav-

ing an inclined bottom orlower end and open
front and top, the top being inclined, also, so
as to be substantially parallel with the bot-
tom. = The front 3 is hinged to the front of
the casing 2 and is provided with the end
portions 5, that lap by the ends of the cas-
ing 2.

The top of the cabinet is formed by a cover
or hood 7, that is secured to the casing 2 by
suitable pivots9,arranged near the lower por-
tion thereof. The hood is provided with the
downwardly-projecting front piece 11, and the
pivots 9 arelocated at a point fartherfrom the
lower end of the hood 7 than from the back
of the ecasing 2, so that when the hood is
thrown forward to open the cabinet it ocen-
pies the position shown in Tig. 3, the lower

~end of the hood striking against the wall or

back plate of the cabinet and throwing the
casing 2 forward at its lower end, thereby
leaving the cabinet open, as shown in Fig. 3,
in which position it will be held until the hood
is turned up for the purpose of closing.

The casing 2 may be secured directly to the
wall or to a back plate 13, as by the screws
15, as shown in Fig. 3. The back plate may
be secured in position by a suitable serew or
other device 17. The hood 7 is provided with
a spring-fastening 19, that is arranged to en-
gage a stationary hook 21 as the hood is
closed. The inner end of the fastening is
provided with a tab orgrasping device 23, and
when the hood is closed this end of the fast-
ening rides over theinclined front surface of
the hook 21 and engages said hook, thereby
fastening the cabinet in'its closed position.
By grasping the part 23 and raising it from
the hook 21 and drawing back on the hood
the cabinet will open and will assume the
position shown in Fig. 3. The main portion
of the casing will oceupy an inclined posi-
tion, as shown in said figure, and the front 3
will oceupy an oppositely-inelined position,
as shown in the same figure.

The blanks or papers in the eabinet willlie
in an inclined position, resting against the
back of the main portion 2 of the cabinet. As
they are turned forward they will be brought
against the inclined wall of the front portion
3 and will lie in that position.

_The cabinet may, if preferred, be provided
with a series of indexed sheets 25, as shown
in Fig. 3, which may be connected by a wire

'27,and these sheets will serve to separate the

blanks or other papers in the cabinet.
I claim as my invention—

1. A portfolio or cabinet comprising a cab-
inet having an open front and top, a hinged
front plate, and a pivoted hood arranged to
engage and close over said plate as said hood
is closed and to cover the top of the casing.

- 2. The combination, with the casing 2, pro-
vided with an open frontand top and having
an inclined bottom, of a front portion hinged
to the lower part of said casing, and a hood
pivoted to said casing and arranged to engage
the front portion as said hood is being closed
and to hold said front portion in a closed po-
sition and to cover the top of the casing.

3. The combination, with the casing pro-
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vided with an open front and top, of a front
portion hinged to said casing, a hood pivoted
to the casing and arranged to engage the front
and to close the same as said hood is being
closed, and a spring-cateh for holding said
hood.

4. The combination, with the casing pro-
vided with an open top and front, of a front
portion hinged to said casing, and a hood piv-
oted tosaid casing, the distance from the lower
end of the hood to the pivot being greater than

. 474,948

the distanee from the pivot to the back of the
easing; whereby when the hood is thrown for-
ward the lower end of the casing is moved
out from its support.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 2d day of March, 1892.

FRED W. COOLEY.

In presence of—
S. H. CHASE,
F. 8. Lvox.
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