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My invention relates to visible card file 
cabinets, and has for its object to provide 
locking or engaging devices for the drawers 
thereof, and means to facilitate their sliding 
through the cells of the cabinet. 
Visible card file cabinets according to my 

invention are of the general type in which 
each drawer is hinged at its inner end to a 
follower or latch member adapted to normal 
ly prevent the drawer from being entirely 
withdrawn from the cabinet, and to Support 
the drawer depending at the front of the lat 
ter if desired, while the latch memberis still engaged in the e corresponding pocket or 
chamber in the cabinet. 
One object of my invention is to providea 

file cabinet having drawers which will slide 
as easily as possible and with as little friction 
as possible. . 

Another object of my invention is to pro 
vide locking and stopping means for each 
drawer normally preventing withdrawal 
thereof beyond a certain point, which will be 
very sure in operation and adapted easily to 
be rendered inoperative when it is desired to 
completely remove a drawer from the cabinet. 
According to my invention, I provide the 

side walls of each pocket or chamber for a 
drawer in the file cabinet with a pair of bear 
ing rollers, and I provide each drawer with outwardly projecting side edges which will 
slide upon said rollers. Further I provide 
another pair of rollers rotatable on the hinge 
pivot connecting each drawer body to its fol 
Îower, and I provide the usual partition 
plates between each pair of adjacent pockets 
and underneath the lowermost pocket, the 
said last named rollers being adapted to 
travel upon said partition plate, or upon the 
bottom of the lowermost cell in the cabinet. 
Further I provide each of the said side walls, 
near the front of the cabinet, with a stop or 
abutment, and I provide the follower of each 
drawer with a locking device having parts 
projecting therefrom and adapted to normal 
Îy abut against said stops, so as to normally 
prevent the drawer from being completely 
pulled out of its pocket; while Imake the said 
follower adapted to so be operated that the 

said locking device will be disengaged from 
the said stops in order to allow the drawer 
of being removed from the cabinet. 
As appears from the foregoing, and as will 

be more apparent from the following specifi 
cation and the drawings attached thereto, 
according to my invention each drawer is 
slidably supported by two pairs of rollers 
(prefèrably provided with ball—or roller— 
bearings) so that any friction will substan 
tially be avoided. Other advantages will ap 
pear from the following detailed specifica 
tion. 

In the annexed drawing, I have shown by 
way of example some embodiments of my 
invention. 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of 
file cabinet, showing a drawer pulled out to 
its operative position. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the follower 
or latch member of a drawer, a portion of the 
latter depending downwardly therefrom. 

Fig. 3 is a part vertical sectional view of a 
cabinet, showing a drawer therein. 

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are similar views showing 
the drawer in different positions. 

Fig. 7 is a part vertical cross sectional view 
taken on L-L, Fig. 3. W 

Fig. 8 is a part vertical cross sectional view 
taken on M-M, Fig. 3. 

Fig. 9 is a cross section taken on P—P, Fig. 4. 
Fig. 10 is a similar cross section of an 

alternative construction. 
The same references denote like parts throughout the figures. 
1 is the drawer as a whole, provided with 

outwardly bent side edges 14, 2 are horizontal 
partition plates and 3 the side walls of the 
cabinet, which will thereby be divided into 
adjacent or superposed pockets or chambers, 
each of which will enclose a drawer. 4 de 
notes the follower as a whole hinged by a cross 
pivot to the body 1 of the drawer and carrying 
an oscillating plate 6 having tongues or 
fingers 5 integral therewith for its opera 
tion. The plate 6 has fixed at the rear edge 
thereof a cross bar the ends 7 of which pro 
ject through apertures 8 in the sides of the 
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follower 4. Rollers 9 are rotatably mounted 
on the hinge pivot between the drawer body 
1 and the follower 4. 

Side edges 14 are substantially provided 
also in the follower 4. A freely rotatable roller 10 is provided 
near the front of the cabinet and supported 
to each side wall of the pocket thereof, while 
an inwardly projecting stop or abutment 11 
is fixed adjacent said roller, as clearly shown 
in Fig. 3. M 
The projecting side edges 14 of the drawer 

are adapted to slide upon the side rollers 10, 
while the hinge rollers 9 are adapted to run 
on the partition wall 2, as shown in Fig. 3, so 
that the drawer will always be supported on 
substantially four points. 
As shown in Fig. 4, the projecting end por 

tions of the cross bar 7 normally abut, at the 
20 end of the forward stroke of the drawer, 

inst the stops 11, and any further sliding 
of the drawer will thereby be prevented. By 
acting supon the fingers or tongues i 5, the 
ends of bar 7 can however be removed from 
the path of the stops 11, to the position shown 
in Fig. 5, and the drawer can be pulled out 
to the position shown in Fig. 6 and removed 
from the cabinet. Of course, by suitable arrangements not 

30 shown, the bearing rollers 10 may act them 
selves as the stops or abutments for the pro 
jecting ends of bar 7. 

In the drawing, Figures 1 to 9 relate to file 
cabinets having drawers with side recesses 

35 12 (see particularly Figs. 7; 8ånd 9) as lateral 
guides for the card holders therein. By such 
drawers the guide 12 is adapted to slide be 
neath roller 10 and stop 11. Fig. 10 shows 
a modified construction, which relates to 

40 drawers having no side guide for the card 
holders. 
What I claim is: 
1. In visible card file cabinets, having 

slidable drawers and fixed horizontal parti 
tion plates, a drawer body, a follower hinged 
to, said body, an oscillating plate carried by Said follower, inwardly projecting stops or 
abutments fixed to the side walls of the cabi 
net between each pair of said partition plates, 

50 and projecting members on said Sigis plate adapted to normally abut against sai 
stops or abutments. 

2. In visible card file cabinets, a drawer body, a follower hinged to said body, an os 
cillating plate carried by said follower and 
provided with movable retaining devices 
Sidewise projecting therefrom, fixed abut 
ments ir the walls of the cabinet, and means 
on said plate to render said movable retaining 
devices inoperative at will. 
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3. In visible card file cabinets, a drawer. 

body, a follower hinged thereto, fixed abut 
ments on the side walls of the cabinet and 
movable retaining members carried by said 

05 follower, the movable retaining members 

1,786,655 
being hinged to the hinge pivot connecting 
the drawer body to the follower. - 

4. In visible card file cabinets, a drawer body, a hinge pivot at the inner edge of said 
body, a follower hinged thereto, and rollers rotatably mounted on said hinge pivot and 
adapted to run on the bottom wall of the 
drawer chamber. 

5. In a file cabinet, a casing having stops 
on its side walls, a drawer slidable in the 

70 

75 
casing, a member hinged to the inner end of 
the drawer, a pivoted stop, carried by said 
member and cooperating with the stops of the 
casing i to permit the withdrawal of the 
drawer, and means for swinging said stop 
to move it out of the path of the stop of the 
casing. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
mv hand. 
y - LUIGI LOMBARDIN. 
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