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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4

A storage stable topical composition comprising:a. 5% to 28% by weight ascorbic acid;b. 5% to 20% by weight
of a urea agent;c. 0.1% to 5% by weight of a cinnamic acid or derivative thereof; andd. less than 10% by
weight in total of one or more optional additional components;e. dissolved in a non-aqueous skin-compatible
solvent comprising polyol, C(i-6 ) alkanediol, glycol ether, dimethyl ether, or a combination thereof; wherein the
ascorbic acid is dissolved at a concentration (AA) that is above its maximum concentration in the solvent alone
(X), and the urea is dissolved at a concentration that is at least (AA-X)*1.25.

2. claims: 5-7

A storage stable topical composition comprising:a. 5% to 28% by weight ascorbic acid;b. 5% to 20% by weight
of a urea agent;c. 2% to 30% by weight of a chemical exfoliant; andd. less than 10% by weight in total of one
or more optional additional components;e. dissolved in a non-aqueous skin-compatible solvent comprising
polyol, C(2-6 ) alkanediol, glycol ether, dimethyl ether, ethanol, isopropyl alcohol, or a combination thereof,
wherein the ascorbic acid is dissolved at a concentration [AA] that is above its maximum concentration in the
solvent alone [X], and the urea is dissolved at a concentration that is at least (JAA]-[X])*1.25,

3.claims: 8, 9

A storage stable topical liquid composition comprising:a. 5% to 28% by weight ascorbic acid;b. 5% to 20% by
weight of a sugar alcohol agent; andc. less than 10% by weight in total of one or more optional additional
components;d. dissolved in a non-aqueous skin-compatible solvent comprising polyol, C(1-6 ) alkanediol,
glycol ether, dimethyl ether, or a combination thereof,

4. claims: 10, 11

A storage stable topical emulsion composition comprising:a. an internal phase that is a homogenous solution
comprising:1% to 30% by weight of urea agent, dissolved in 10% or more by weight of a hon-aqueous skin-
compatible solvent selected from polyol, C(1-6 ) alkanediol, glycol ether, dimethyl ether, and a combination
thereof; andb. an external phase comprising 10% or more by composition weight of a silicone agent selected
from cyclic, linear and branched silicones, a silicone crosspolymer, and a combination thereof, wherein the
internal phase is immiscible with and contained within the external phase.

5. claims: 12-14

A storage stable topical composition comprising:a. 1% to 20% by weight azelaic acid; and b. 1% to 20% by
weight of a urea agent dissolved in a non-aqueous skin-compatible solvent comprising polyol, C(3-6 )
alkanediol, glycol ether, dimethyl ether, or a combination thereof.
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