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57 ABSTRACT 

A hair dryer hood is constructed to include air direct 
ing means to cause the air used for drying hair to flow 
in a controlled path around the head to simultaneously 
dry and shape the hair and thereby produce a hair style 
setting which is determined by the controlled air flow 
pattern. 

3 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures 
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SIMULTANEOUS HAIR DRYING AND STYLING 
This invention relates to hair dryers of the helmet or 

hood type including portable hair dryers and the sta 
tionary ones used in beauty shops. 

In the usual hood dryer, the heated air used for dry 
ing the hair is directed inwardly in a substantially uni 
form manner to provide uniform drying of the hair on 
the head placed within the hood. As a result, after the 
hair is dried, the operator must engage in a rewetting 
of desired areas, with combing and hand air drying to 
shape or style the hair. . 

In this invention, the necessity for hand styling is 
eliminated or minimized by using a hair dryerhood that 
is constructed to include means to direct the air in a 
controlled pattern to simultaneously dry and style the 
hair, the style being determined by the controlled pat 
tern of air flow. As a result, no beautician is needed. 
The air directing means can be of various types as 

will be explained hereafter, but it is preferred to em 
ploy manually adjustable structures, preferably swivally 
mounted air directing nozzles in order that the inward 
air flow at various points around the hood can be con 
trolled to produce a patterned flow of air. 

In the invention, it is stressed that the hair to be si 
multaneously dried and styled must be relatively short 
and unsupported within the drying hood. Long hair will 
simply pile upon itself and then only drying will be 
achieved. Of course, supports such as curlers will dry 
the hair in a shape, but then the curlers must be re 
moved and the hair styled to the desired configuration. 
A predetermined path around the head in this inven 

tion involves a lateral movement of the air so as to pro 
duce a styling action which necessarily requires that the 
hair be shaped in a pattern including lateral positioning 
of a portion of the hair. 
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The invention will be more fully understood form the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view, partly in section, 

showing the hair dryer of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view 

showing the arrangement of the adjustable air nozzles 
for the drying hood; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional 

view through one of the adjustable air nozzles, taken on 
line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the valve element for 

the air nozzle; and 
FIG.5 is a perspective view of a snap-on air deflector 

for use with the drying hood. 
Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 shows a portable 

hair dryer including a base 10 containing a suitable 
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heater and fan assembly for forcing heated air through . 
the neck 12 and into the hood 14 which includes a 
swivel valve 15 as one of the means to direct the flow 
of air. Snap-on shield 16 made of metal or plastic to re 
place some of the valves is another means to provide a 
similar control since one or more such shields may be 
suitably shaped and located about the hood to yield 
similar air flow control. An exhaust pipe, entirely op 
tional, can be used by connecting a pipe attached to an 
opening at the top of the hood and then connecting said 
pipe to an exhaust (not shown). Commercial hair dry 
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2 
ers, fixed in stationary position, usually have such ex 
haust means. 

Preferably, a set of hand adjustable swivel valves are 
- used, and they are spatially located as shown in FIG. 2; 
one valve each at location a pointed at the neck region; 
one valve each at location b pointed above the ear re 
gion; one valve each at location c pointed at the temple 
region; one valve each at location dpointed at the fore 
head region; and, finally, one valve each at location e 
pointed at the top of the head region. 
An enlarged vertical cross-section in FIG. 3 shows in 

detail the construction of the manually controlled valve 
18 shown in FIG. 4 to enable manual adjustment by 
turning handle 20 to control the amount of air blown. 
The universal joint 22 permits control of direction of 
the air flow. As shown in FIG. 3, the valve is con 
structed to have a funnel shaped nose 24 and situated 
therein is a perforated metal or plastic shield 26 to en 
able the airflow to be evenly dispersed. The size of the 
inserted shield can vary in diameter from 4 to % of an 
inch. 
As a specific example, a description will be given as 

to how a wind-blown pattern could be obtained using 
the air controlled pattern means. After the hair is 
washed and rinsed and, if desired, a setting solution has 
been included in the last rinse, the valves are preposi 
tioned for direction, and the amount of air flow is set 
by adjusting the valves to obtain a wind blown pattern. 
The wet head is then placed under the hood and the 
current is connected to force the heated air through the 
valve openings to simultaneously dry and set the hair in 
a windblown pattern. Vacuum exhaust from the top of 
the hood may also be employed if desired to yield a 
heightened wind blown setting. 
This modification of controlled air eliminates the 

need for a beautician, and the repetitive use of spot 
wetting and hand air drying to obtain the final setting, 

The invention is defined in the claims which follow. 

I claim: 
1. Hair drying apparatus for simultaneously styling 

comprising a hair dryer hood for flowing heated air in 
wardly upon a head positioned within the hood and 
means to supply heated air thereto, said hood including 
pivotal air directing means to cause the air being blown 
inwardly to follow a controlled path around the head to 
simultaneously dry and style the hair in a pattern deter 
mined by the controlled air flow pattern within the 
hood wherein said air directing means include a plural 
ity of spaced swivel valves manually controllable to reg 
ulate the amount of air flow. 

2. Hair drying apparatus as recited in claim 1 in 
which some of said air directing means includes at least 
one U-shaped snap-on shield attachable to the bottom 
of the hood to obstruct portions of the interior of said 
hood to prevent the inward flow of air where the hood 
is obstructed by said shield. 

3. Hair drying apparatus as recited in claim 1 in 
which said air directing swivel valves include a funnel 
shaped outlet having a perforated shield closure mem 
ber. 
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