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To all thon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EMILE FRANCIKAERTs, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of San Francisco, in the county of San Fran 
cisco and State of California, have made cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Door 
Holders, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

door holders, and it consists in the combina 
tions, constructions and arrangements here 
in described and claimed. 
An object of my invention is to provide a 

device for holding a door in open position, 
which may be readily set or released at will. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide means for positively holding a door in 
open position so as to prevent the closing of 
the same even when considerable force is 
used, but which will instantly release when 
a release mechanism is operated, so as to 
permit the door to close. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a door holder having comparatively 
few parts for accomplishing the above 
named objects, which is cheaply manufac 
tured, and which is not liable to easily get 
out of order. 
Other objects and advantages will appear 

in the following specification and the novel 
features of the device will be particularly 
pointed out in the appended claim 
My invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawing forming a part of this ap 
plication, in which 

Figure 1 is a face view of the door holder 
as applied to a door. Fig. 2 is a sectional 
view through the door and the door holder. 
Fig. 3 is a rear view of the door holder. 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view along the line 
4- 4 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 5 is a sectional view 
along the line 5-5 of Fig. 2. 
In carrying out my invention I provide a 

main casing 1, which is of the shape shown 
in the drawings. It is provided with an 
upper extended portion 2 and with side lugs 
3. The portions 2 and 3 are perforated so 
as to afford means for attaching the casing 
to a door. 
Arranged to slide within the casing 1 is an 

auxiliary casing 4, which is hollow. The 
rear side of the inner casing 4 is provided 
with a bearing member 5 having an elon 
gated opening 6. The bearing member 5 is 
dove-tailed as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, to enter the grooves 1* of the main casing. 
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This provides means for guiding the inner 
casing in its movement. 

Pivotally supported at the lower end of 
the inner casing is a stop member 7, which 
bears at its lower end a resilient buffer 8 of 
rubber or other suitable material. The upper 
end of the stop member 7 is pressed upon 
by a spring 9, which bears on the inner side 
of the member 5. The stop 8* holds the 
buffer 8 in position. 
Arranged to extend transversely of the 

device are two partitions, a lower one 10 
and an upper One 11. These partitions are 
of the shape shown in Fig. 5. They are pro 
vided with central openings arranged to re 
ceive a rod 12, which is secured to a cap 
member 13 at the top of the auxiliary cas 
ing 4. The cap 13 is provided with a tongue 
13* arranged to enter a slot in the rear part 
of the casing 4 and is held in position by 
means of a screw 14. A spiral spring 15 
bears at one end on the cap 13, and at the 
other end of the partition 11. 
A locking member 16 like that shown in 

Fig. 4 has a tongue 16 which passes through 
the slot in the member 5 and enters an 
opening in a plate 17 secured to the rear 
side of the casing 1. The plate 17 is also 
provided with openings arranged to receive 
one end of the partitions 10 and 11. The 
locking member 16 passes through an open 
ing in the casings 1 and 4, and is provided 
with an integral extension 16 on the outside 
thereof. The rod 12 passes through an open 
ing 16 in the locking member 16. A spring 
18 normally holds the locking member 16 in 
Such position as to cause the rod 12 to bind 
against the walls of the opening 16°. The 
opening 16 in the locking member 16 may, 
however, be brought into position so as to 
permit a free movement of the rod by mov 
ing the locking member 16 downwardly. 
From the foregoing description of the 

various parts of the device the operation 
thereof may be readily understood. The ap 
paratus is fastened on to the side of the door 
near the bottom thereof, as shown in Fig. 2. 
Now when it is desired to open the door and 
hold it open, one may place his foot on top 
of the cap 13 and press downwardly. This 
causes the casing 4 to slide downwardly 
within the casing 1, spring 15 being put un 
der tension. The locking member 16 is held 
by the spring 18 so as to prevent the retrac 
tion of the rod 12. Thus the stop member 
7 is held in close engagement with the floor, 
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the rubber buffer preventing the movement 
of the door. If there is any attempt to move 
the door, the stop member will swing out 
wardly into the position shown in dotted 
lines, causing a firmer grip of the device on 
the floor. The stop member will thus resist 
any tendency to close the door. Now when 
it is desired to release the door, the extension 
16 of the locking member 16 is pressed 
downwardly either with the foot or with 
the finger, thereby releasing the rod 12, 
which under the influence of the spring 15, 
raises the slidable casing 4, together with the 
stop member 7 from the floor into the posi 
tion shown in Fig. 2, thereby permitting the 
door to swing free. 
I claim:- 
In a door holder, a main outer casing pro 

vided with grooves, an auxiliary casing dis 
posed within said auxiliary casing and slid 
able with respect thereto, a bearing member 
arranged to enter the grooves for guiding 
the inner casing in its movement, a pivoted 
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stop member supported at the lower end of 
the inner casing, a spring having one end 
normally pressing upon the upper end of the 
stop member, and the other end bearing on 
the inner side of the bearing member, a pair 
of partitions having alined openings, a cen 
tral clamping member disposed between the 
partitions and being provided with an open 
ing, a rod carried by the inner auxiliary 
casing and arranged to extend through the 
alined openings of the partitions and the 
central clamping member, the clamping 
member being movable to grip the rod, the 
upper end of the spring bearing on the inner 
auxiliary casing and the lower end bearing 
on one of said partitions, and a second 
spring disposed about the rod, one end bear 
ing on the clamping member and the other 
end bearing on the other of said partitions. 

EMILE FRANCEKAERTS. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. McPHERSON, 
MAXIME C. GUIRARD. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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