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_ This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in containers, generally, and
more particularly to a container or bag pro-
vided with a simple and inexpensive means
whereby the contents thereof may be dis-
charged therefrom.

An object of the invention is to provide a
container whose walls are constructed of a
flexible, foldable material such, for example,

10 g5 paper, having its mouth or open top
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adapted to be closed by folding the bag top
-walls inwardly, one over the other, and pro-
vided with a simple, inexpensive means
whereby the contents of the container may
be discharged therefrom without opening
the -entire top of the bag or in other ways
mutilating it. . -

A further object of the invention is to pro-

. vide a flexible bag or container provided with

an open top, the walls of which are adapted
to be folded, when the bag is filled with ma-
terial, to provide a closure for the bag mouth,
and having a score mark on a wall of the'bag
top situated so as to be clearly visible when
the bag top walls are folded into closing
position, and suitable information being pro-
vided adjacent to said score mark stating
that to open the bag, said marked wall por-
tion may be unfolded and cut or torn off along
said score line, whereby said unfolded wall

~ portion may be quickly converted into a pour-
" 1ng spout for the bag.
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A further object is to provide a container
having a closed top composed of a plurality
of inwardly folded flaps arranged in over-
lapping relation, and one of said flaps, when
unfolded, being adapted to have a portion
thereof cut off, whereby said flap may be con-
verted into a pouring spout for the container.

A further object is to provide.a container
or bag constructed of a flexible, foldable ma-
terial and having its top closed by inwardly
folding the bag top walls over the bag body,
and whereby a pair of oppositely disposed
flaps are provided, one of which comprises
two or more thicknesses of material, said flaps
being folded inwardly, one over the other,
and suitably secured together, and the upper
flap being adapted to be unfolded and to have
its tip cut off whereby it may be utilized as

a pouring spout for the bag, a score mark
being provided on said foldable flap to in-
dicate where to cut it, and also having there-
on suitable instructions for unfolding and

- cutting. '

Other objects of the invention will appear
from the following description and accom-
panying drawings and will be pointed out in
the annexed claims.

In the accompanying drawings, there has
been disclosed a structure designed to carry
out the various objects of the invention, but

-1t is to be understood that the invention is not

confined to the exact features shown as vari-
ous changes may be made within the scope of

‘the claims which follow.

In the drawings:
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the

closed top of a container with the invention -

applied thereto;

Figure 2is a view similar to Figure 1, show-
ing the uppermost flap partially unfolded,
and the tip thereof cut off;

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a con-
tainer showing it converted into a pouring
spout for the container;

Figure 4 is a detail sectional view showing
the pouring spout;

Figure 5 is a plan view of an empty bag
showing the score mark provided thereon and
the instructions for unfolding and cutting
off the tip of the flap;

" Figure 6 is a view showing a container with
its top partially closed;

Figure 7 is a similar view showing the next
step in the folding of the bag top and which
precedes the final operation shown in Fig-
ure 1.

In the selected embodiment of the invention
herein disclosed, there is illustrated in the
drawings, a container or bag comprising a
body portion 2 and a bottom 3. The inven-
tion is particularly applicable to paper bags
of the general character shown in Figure 5,
and which, when filled with a suitable ma-
terial as shown in Figure 6, usually have their
open tops closed by inwardly folding the bag
top walls, as illustrated in Figures 6,7, and 1.
The bag top is closed by inwardly folding the
oppositely disposed wall portions 4 and 5,

65

60

85

70

(£

80

86

20

95

100




10

15

20

25

30

35

2

one over the other, as shown in Figures 6 and

7, whereby a pair of oppositely projecting
flaps 6 and 7 are provided. A suitable adhe-
sive 8 may be applied to the engaging sur-
faces of the wall portions 4 and 5, whereby
these portions are secured together when
folded to the positions shown in Figure 7.
An adhesive 9 may also be applied to the up-
per surface of the flap 6 adapted to engage

the upper surface of the inwardly folded -

wall portion 5 to secure it thereto. In like
manner, the flap 7 is gummed, as indicated at
11 so that when it is folded inwardly over the
flap 6, it will be secured thereto. By thus
folding the bag top walls to close the bag, the
flaps 6 and 7 will be composed of a plurality
of layers of material, as will readily be un-
derstood by reference to Figures 2, 8,4, and 7.

To open a container or bag of the type
herein disclosed, it has heretofore been com-
mon practice to separate all of the folded top
wall portions and open the entire mouth of

the bag. It is sometimes difficult to do this

because of the danger of tearing the bag
walls. For such material as flour, for ex-
ainple, which is now being dispensed in a
large degree in small bags or containers
weighing from a pound to five pounds each,
it is desirable that means be provided where-
by the contents of such a bag may be removed
therefrom without the necessity of having to
open the entire mouth of the bag or tearing
open the upper portion of the bag to get at the
contents thereof.

The present invention provides means
whereby a portion of a bag top folded in the
manner illustrated in the drawings, may be

- quickly converted into a pouring spout to
" facilitate the removal of the contents from
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the bag, without danger of mutilating or tear-
ing the bag top wall.

To thus convert one of the folded bag top
walls or flaps into a pouring spout for the
container, the uppermost flap 7 of the closed
bag top is provided with a score mark 12
which indicates approximately where the tip
of the flap is to be cut or torn off, as shown
in Figures 2, 3,and 4. Suitable instructions,
as indicated at 13 in Figures 1, 2, and 5, are
also provided upon the flap 7 adjacent to the
score mark 12, so that a glousewife or user
may readily understand how to convert the
flap 7 of a filled bag into a pouring spout
therefor. - ‘

To convert the flap 7 into a pouring spout,
it is pulled upwardly out of engagement with
the flap 6 to the position shown in Figure 2,
after which its tip is severed therefrom by

_cuiting or tearing along the dotted line or
score mark 12, by suitable means such as an
ordinary pair of scissors.

The severed flap
7 is then moved outwardly to substantially
the position shown in Figures'3 and 4, and a
slight pressure applied to the sides of the bag
at the points indicated by the arrows A and
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B in Figure 1, whereby the walls of the flap

7 will separate as shown in Figures 3 and 4,
and thereby provide a pouring spout to facil-

itate the removal of the contents of the bag

therefrom, in desired quantities, whenever

necessary. When the pouring spout is not
needed, the flap 7 may be folded inwardly to
its normal position over the bag top, where-
by the container is closed. '

This invention has been found very useful
in connection with small bags of the charac-
ter herein disclosed, as it provides means
whereby the contents of a bag may readily
and conveniently be discharged therefrom in
controlled quantities, and also whereby
when the container is not in use, the pouring
spout or flap 7 may be folded inwardly over
the bag top in a position to substantially
close the container. ,

I claim as my invention:
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1. A bag made of flexible, foldable mate- -

rial having closure flaps folded in overlap-
ping relation and secured together to seal the
top of said bag, at least one of said flaps be-
ing composed of a plurality of plies of mate-
rial adapted to be separated to provide a
space communicating with the interior of
the bag, said last mentioned flap being
adapted to be unfolded from the other flaps,
the said other flaps remaining in overlapping
folded sealing relation, and a score mark de-
fining a line of severance on said unfoldable

flap along which said flap may be severed to
“form a. pouring spout.

2. A bag made of flexible, foldable mate-
rial having its top closed by inwardly folded
end walls providing a pair of oppositely dis-
posed flaps adapted to be folded one over the
other and secured together to seal the bag,
at least one of said flaps being composed of
a plurality of plies of material adapted to be
separated to provide a space communicating
with the interior of the bag, said last men-
tioned flap being adapted to be unfolded
from the other flaps, the said other flaps re-
maining in overlapping folded sealing rela-
tion, and a score mark defining a line of sev-
erance on said unfoldable flap along which
said flap may be severed to form a pouring
spout.

8. A bag made of flexible, foldable mate-
rial having its top closed by 1nwardly folded
end walls providing a pair of oppositely dis-
posed flaps adapted to be folded one over the
other and secured together to seal the bag,
the uppermost flap being composed of a plu-
rality of plies of material adapted to be sep-
arated to provide a space communicating
with the interior of said bag, said uppermost
flap being adapted to be unfolded from the
other flaps, the said other flaps remaining in
overlapping folded sealing relation, and a
score mark defining a line of severance on
said uppermost flap along which said flap
may be severed to form a pouring spout.
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4. A bag made of flexible, foldable mate-
rial having its top closed by inwardly fold-
ed end walls providing a pair of oppositely
disposed substantially triangular flaps

s adapted to be folded one over the other and
secured together to seal the bag, at least one
of said flaps being composed of a plurality of
plies of material adapted to be separated to
provide a space communicating with the in-

10 terior of the bag, said last mentioned flap -
being adapted to be unfolded from the other
~ flaps, the said other flaps remaining in over-
lapping folded sealing relation, and a score
mark defining a line of severance on said
~ 15 last mentioned flap along which the tip of
said flap may be severed to form a pouring
spout. -

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my

hand this 1st day of April, 1931. ,
0 WILLIAM J. GEIMER.
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