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1. 

This invention pertains to diaper garments, 
and relates particularly to the novel construc 
tion of a diaper garment whereby the latter is 
rendered adjustable within wide limits to accom 
modate proper application to babies of substan 
tially all sizes within the diaper-wearing ages. 

It is a principal object of the present invention 
to provide an adjustable diaper garment con 
structed in such manner that it automatically 
conforms to each of the various shapes char 
acterizing babies of diverse ages and sizes, where 
by to insure proper fitting of the garment to all 
of Such babies. 
Another important object of this invention is 

the provision of an adjustable diaper garment 
which may function as the diaper perse or, alter 
natively, which may function as a covering for 
a folded diaper carried detachably therein. 
A further important object of this invention is 

the provision of a diaper garment which is capa 
ble of positive attachment over a wide range of 
adjustability by the novel construction of a slide 
fastener. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide an adjustable diaper garment which is ; 
of extremely simplified construction, which need 
be made in but one size and yet accommodate 
use by babies of substantially all sizes and which, 
accordingly, is capable of economical manufac 
ture. 
These and other objects and advantages of the 

present invention will appear from the follow 
ing detailed description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the inner side of a 
diaper garment embodying the features of this 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the Outer side of said 
diaper garment; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary enlarged plan view 
of the diaper garment showing details of con 
Struction of the Slide fastener; 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary side view of the 
diaper garment as applied to a large baby; and 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary side view of the 
diaper garment as applied to a Small baby. 

Referring to the drawing, the diaper garment, 
of the present invention comprises a main body, 
indicated generally by numeral f, constructed of 
sheet material. Warious types of sheet material 
may be used, as explained in detail hereinafter. : 
The body is formed in the symmetrical shape 
illustrated to provide a wide back portion 2, a 
front portion 3 of reduced width and an inter 
mediate crotch portion 4 of still further reduced 
Width, 
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Stated otherwise, the back portion 2 curves 

laterally outward from its transverse edge 5 to 
a point 6 of greatest width and then curves 
Smoothly in Ward to the intermediate crotch por 
tion 4. The crotch portion continues into the 
front portion 3 in a Smooth outward curve to the 
point of greatest width and thence inwardly 
to the transverse edge 8 of the said front portion. 
The peripheral edge of the body i is prefer 

ably Serged, as shown at 9, or otherwise finished 
in Well-known manner to provide a border of 
pleasing appearance. 
Extending laterally across the inner side of 

the back portion 2 is a narrow strip 0, prefer 
ably of the Same material as the body . This 
strip extends from the transverse edge 5 beyond 
the Widest points 6 of the back portion and is 
Secured along the peripheral edge of the latter. 
The Strip C functions with the back portion 2 
to form a pocket which is open along the trans 
verse edge of the said strip. 
In similar manner, a strip 2 is secured across 

the inner side of the front portion 3 of the body 
, the Said strip extending from the transverse 
edge 8 beyond the widest points 7 to form a sec 
Ond pocket which is open along the transverse 
edge 3 of the strip 2. 
The pockets formed at the opposite ends of 

the body by the strips 0 and 2 function to 
receive the opposite ends of a folded diaper 4. 
The diaper may be of any of the well-known 
types, such as Soft cloth or disposable paper, and 
is folded in Such manner that its length is slightly 
less than the length of the body and its width 
is substantially equal to the narrowest width of 
the crotch portion 4. The dimensions of the 
diaper may be chosen to provide as many folds as 
is desired. 

It will be apparent that various means other 
than the preferred pockets just described may be 
employed to secure the diaper 4 detachably to 
the body . In any case, when the diaper is pro 
vided, the body f is preferably made of a water 
repellant material such as plastic, rubberized or 
plastic-coated nylon or other fabric, or of other 
materials well-known in the art. 
On the other hand, the body may be made 

of conventional diaper cloth and in any thick 
ness desired. In such instances there need be no provision for detachably securing a folded 
diaper to the body and hence the strips to and 
2 or other securing means may be omitted. 

gated slide member 5 of a slide fastener. 

As illustrated in the drawing, there is secured 
to the Outer side of the front portion 3 the elon 

As 
best shown in Figure 3, this slide comprises a 
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plurality of spaced Staples f6 secured trans 
versely across an elongated rib fi formed by 
gathering up longitudinally the intermediate 
portion of an elongated Strip 8 of cloth. The 
row of staples extends substantially the entire 
length of the strip 8 and the opposite ends of 
the row terminates in a guide ferrule 9. The 
cloth strip 8 is secured transversely of the front 
portion 3 preferably along a line extending 
through the widest portion of the latter, indicated 
by points 7. The row of staples 6 terminates 
slightly inwardly of the marginal edge 9 of the 
body , as shown. 
Secured to the inner side of the back portion 

2 at each of the opposite widest pointS 6 is a 
loop 20. These loops are each secured to the 
body adjacent the border 9 and, if desired, 
may also be secured to the strip it or body - 
at their inner ends, as shown. Each of the 
loops functions to secure freely therein a ring 
2 which is attached to a fastening clip 22 
adapted to slide over the elongated slide nem 
ber 5 for releasable but positive engagement 
therewith in any position of adjustment Selected. 
The rings 2 pivot freely on the loops 20 to 
provide the necessary action described herein 
after. 

Referring now to Figure 4 of the drawing, the 
diaper garment is shown applied to a baby of 
relatively large size such, for example, as a three 
year old baby weighing about 30 pounds. It is 
to be observed that the transverse edge 5 of the 
back portion 2 rests, in the Small of the baby's 
back 23. The lateral ends of the back portion 2 
fold forwardly around the baby's hips and the 
edge 5 extends in a downward direction toward 
the widest points 6. The front portion 3 extends 
upwardly from the crotch and terminates at the 
transverse edge 8 in the lower area of the baby's 
abdomen 24. 
The fastening clips 22 are each inserted at 

opposite ends of the elongated slide 5 and drawn 
together. Sufficiently to form a Snug Waistband. 
In this regard it is to be noted that, by the po 
Sitioning of the side fastener elements at the 
widest dimensions of the back and front por 
tions, which are formed a substantial distance 
inwardly from the respective transverse edges 5 
and 8, a wide waistband is provided. This Waist 
band extends on the back portion 2 from the 
edge 5 to a line Substantially coincident With the 
edge if of the pocket-forming Strap it. The 
Waist, band on the front portion 3 extends from 
the edge 8 to the lower edge of the Slide member 
cloth strip 18. This wide Waist band functions 
to, secure the garment upon the baby over a Wide 
area, and thereby provides a more comfortable 
fit. 
In the foregoing illustration the Openings for 

the baby's legs 25 are adjusted automatically 
by the positions of the clips 22 on the slide men 
ber 5. Thus, the leg openings decrease pro 
gressively, as the clips are moved closer together. 
In any position of adjustment the sides of the 
garment body between the points 6 and the 
crotch 4 and the sides between the crotch and 
the points 7 are drawn Snugly into contact With 
the baby's legs. 

It is to be observed further, in Figure 4, that 
the loops 20 have permitted the clip rings 2: to 
pivot thereon, whereby to accommodate the ob 
lique arrangement of the edges 5 and 3 without 
twisting or otherwise distorting the garment 
body. 

Referring now to Figure 5 of the drawing, the 
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4. 
diaper garment illustrated in Figure 4 is shown 
applied to a Small baby about two months old. 
Substantially the entire broad waist band of the 
back portion 2 described hereinbefore is posi 
tioned above the Small of the baby's back. The 
front portion 3 of the garment extends upWardly 
from the Crotch to a much greater distance than 
shown in Figure 4, to cover a, Substantial part of 
the baby's abdomen. The transverse edges 5 
and 8 of the garment lie substantially in the same 
plane, as compared with the oblique arrange 
ment shown in Figure 4. Thus, as is desired, a 
greater part of the Small baby's body is covered 
by the garment, as compared with the larger 
baby. - 

In Figure 5 the clips 22 have been drawn closer 
together on the slide member 5 than they are in 
Figure 4, the Wide Waist band securing the gar 
ment Snugly but comfortably about the baby's 
body. The Openings for the legs have auto 
matically been reduced to proper size. 

It is to be noted, in Figure 5, that the clip rings 
2 have pivoted on their respective loops 20 from 
the oblique position shown in Figure 4 to a po 
Sition of alignment, whereby to accommodate the 
Shift of the transverse edges 5 and 8 from the 
oblique arrangement of Figure 4 to the aligned 
arrangement of Figure 5. Thus, the use of the 
Slide fastener affords positive adjustable con 
nection of the back portion 2 with the front por 
tion S, and the pivotal attachment of the clips 
22 permits shifting of the said back and front 
portions in the nanaer described to accommo 
date application of the garment to babies of 
Various Sizes. 
From the foregoing it is believed to be apparent 

that the present invention provides an advan 
tage of adjustability heretofore not available in 
the Structures of the prior art. By the novel 
Construction herein described, the diaper gar 
ment is rendered adjustable to such extent that 
but one size of manufacture is required for use 
on babies of Substantially all sizes within the 
diaper-Wearing age group. Moreover, the pro 
Vision of the slide fastener affords minute ad 
justments over a wide range and provides for 
positive Security of connection between the back 
and front portions of the garment while simul 
taneously accommodating the pivot action neces 
Sary for the proper adjustment of the garment. 

Having now described my invention and the 
manner in which the same may be used, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A diaper garment comprising a main body 
of sheet material shaped to form a back por 
tion, a front portion and an intermediate 
Crotch portion, an elongated slide member se 
cured transversely to the outer side of the front 
portion adjacent the transverse edge of the lat 
ter, and a slide fastener clip secured pivotally to 
the back portion adjacent each of the Opposite 
lateral sides of the latter, the said clips being 
adapted to slidably engage the slide member, 
Whereby to Secure the back and front portions 
together pivotally and adjustably. 

2. A diaper garment comprising a main body 
of sheet material shaped to form a back portion, 
a front portion of reduced width and an inter 
mediate Crotch portion of still further reduced 
Width, the back and front portions being of 
greatest width inwardly of their transverse 
edges, an elongated slide member secured trans 
Versely to the Outer side of the front portion at 
the Widest part of the latter, and a slide fastener 
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clip secured pivotally to the back portion ad 
jacent each of the opposite lateral sides of the 
latter at the widest part thereof, the said clips 
being adapted to slidably engage the slide mem 
ber, whereby to secure the back and front por 
tions together pivotally and adjustably. 

3. A diaper garment comprising a main body of 
sheet material shaped to form a back portion, a 
front portion and an intermediate crotch portion, 
securing means adjacent the opposite ends of Said 
main body for releasably securing the ends of 
a folded diaper thereto, an elongated slide mem 
ber secured transversely to the outer side of the 
front portion adjacent the transverse edge of 
the latter, and a slide fastener clip secured 
pivotally to the back portion adjacent each of 
the opposite lateral sides of the latter, the Said 
clips being adapted to slidably engage the slide 
member, whereby to secure the back and front 
portions together pivotally and adjustably. 

4. A diaper garment comprising a main body 
of sheet material shaped to form a back portion, 
a front portion and an intermediate crotch por 
tion, pocket means adjacent the opposite ends of 
said main body for releasably securing the ends 
of a folded diaper thereto, an elongated slide 
member secured transversely to the outer side of 
the front portion adjacent the transverse edge 
of the latter, and a slide fastener clip secured 
pivotally to the back portion adjacent each of 
the opposite lateral sides of the latter, the said 
clips being adapted to slidably engage the slide 
member, whereby to secure the back and front 
portions together pivotally and adjustably. 

5. A diaper garment comprising a main body 
of sheet material shaped to form a back portion, 
a front portion and an intermediate crotch por 

5 

O 

30 

3 5 

6 
tion of reduced width, securing means adjacent 
the opposite ends of said main body for releas 
ably securing the ends of a folded diaper there 
to, the back and front portions being of greatest 
width in Wardly of their transverse edges, an 
elongated Slide member Secured transversely to 
the outer side of the front portion at the widest 
part of the latter, and a slide fastener clip se 
cured pivotally to the back portion adjacent each 
of the opposite lateral sides of the latter at the 
widest part thereof, the said clips being adapted 
to slidably engage the slide member, whereby 
to secure the back and front portions together 
pivotally and adjustably. 

6. A diaper garment comprising a main body 
of sheet material shaped to form a back portion, 
a front portion and an intermediate crotch part, 
elongated slide means secured transversely to 
one of said portions adjacent the transverse edge 
thereof, and slide fastener clip means pivotally 
secured to the other of said portions adjacent 
each of the opposite lateral sides and transverse 
edge thereof, the said clip means being adapted 
to slidably engage the slide means, whereby to 
adjustably and pivotally secure the back and 
front portions together. 

MARIAN M. NIELSON. 
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