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- This invention relates to cosmetic holders and
particularly to those of the character used for
containing lip rouge, eye-brow pencils or other
cosmetics or similar materials of the kind usu-
ally sold in stick form, and provided with means
by which the cosmetic material is advanced out
of or retracted within the holder as required by
the user.

An object of the invention is to provide a
holder of this character of simplified construc-
tion, which may have a substantial number of its
parts composed of plastic materials and which
may be readily assembled at a minimum of man-
ufacturing cost.

More particularly, the invention contemplates
the provision of a tubular casing open at its for-
ward end and closed at its rear end by a rotata-
ble head, said head being in engagement with one
end of a helical coil spring having its opposite
end attached to a cosmetic cup that is rotatively
and axially movable through the casing, said
spring fitting into a spiral groove formed in the
inner wall surfaces of the casing. This arrange-
ment is such that rotative movement of the head
will cause the spring to be advanced or retracted
through the spiral groove and the cup attached
to said spring, advanced or retracted accordingly.

These and other objects to be hereinafter set
forth are attained by the construction to be de-
scribed and more particularly pointed out in the
claims appended hereto.

In the accompanying drawing, wherein an il-
lustrative embodiment of the invention is shown,
Fig. 1 is a vertical sectional view through a cos-
metic or lip-stick holder constructed in accord-
ance with the invention; Fig. 2 is a vertical sec~-
tional view through the casing of the holder; Fig.
3 is a side elevational view of the plug member
of the operating element; Fig. 4 is a top plan
view of said plug member; Fig. 5 is a side eleva-
tional view of the cosmetic cup; Pig. 6 is a view
looking at the rear end of the cosmetic cup; Fig.
7 is an elevational view of the holder and the clo-
sure cap therefor; Fig, 8 is a top plan view of
a sleeve forming part of the propelling unit, and
Fig. 9 is a sectional view taken on the line 9—9
of Fig. 8, looking in the direction of the arrows.

Referring to the drawing, { indicates the body
of the casing of the cosmetic holder. The same
is of tubular form and is preferably, but not nec-
essarily, composed of a suitable plastic material
and is formed on its inner wall surface with a
continuous spiral groove as indicated at 6. The
casing | has a forward open end 2, out of which
the cosmetic material or lipstick indicated at 11,
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is adapted to be projected in position for appli-
cation to the lips or face of the user.

Surrounding the rear end 3 of the casing is
an enlarged annular portion 4 forming at one
end an annular shoulder 5. Rotatively fitted
over this enlarged portion 4 is a sleeve T formed
at one end with an inturned annular flange 8
which takes over the shoulder 5 of the casing.
Fitted within the sleeve T and secured thereto
by adhesive or other means, is a plug member
8 shown in detail in Figs. 3 and 4. Said plug
member includes an annular flange 18 which
abuts against one end of the sleeve 1, and an an-
nular wall {9 which fits within the sleeve T and
may be secured thereto. Located centrally of
the member 8 is a frustro-conical extension 10
which is transversely split as indicated at I1.
The sleeve T and the member 9 secured thereto
comprise a propelling or operating unit rotatively
mounted on the rear end of the casing I. The
engagement of the flange & with the shoulder 5
prevents axial removal of the unit from off the
end of the casing.

The cosmetic material {7 in stick form is fitted
into a cup 14 which may also be made of plastic
material if desired. Said cup includes a rear-
ward reduced-diameter extension. 15, provided
with a transverse aperture 6.

Located within the casing {, between the rear
of the cosmetic cup {4 and the plug member 9,
is a wire compressible coil spring or helix 12,
Said helix or coil spring 12 is arranged to fit
in and travel through the spiral groove § on the
inside of the casing. That is to say, when the
spring (2 is rotatively moved it will be advanced
or retracted through the spiral groove § accord-
ing to the direction of rotation of the spring. The
spring has one end attached to the rear end of
the cosmetic cup {4 by having a transverse leg
or end 20 extended through the transverse aper-
ture - 16 at the back of the cup. At its opposite
end, the spring has a transverse leg 13 disposed
in the slot or split ii of the plug member 9.

From the foregoing, the operation of the im-
proved cosmetic cup will be readily understood.
The propelling or operating unit, consisting of
the sleeve T and plug member 8 secured together,
is rotatable on the rear end of the casing {.
When this unit is manually rotated between the
fingers, the spring or helix {2 is caused to be ro-
tated and it will follow the spiral groove 6. Since
the forward end 208 of the spring is attached to
the cosmetic cup 14, it follows that said cup 14
will be rotatively as well as axially moved
through the casing to thus advance it toward the
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open end 2 or else retract it within the easing ac-
cording to the direction of rotational movement
imparted to the propelling unit. In view of the
fact that the end {3 of the spring or helix is
disposed in a transverse slot (I of considerable
depth, this end of the spring or helix can move
upwardly and freely in said slot as the spring
travels toward the forward end of the casing.
It will be noted that the two sections of the plug
portion {0 are tapered or rounded. off as indicated
at 22 and 23 permitting a ready disengagement
of the slot from the end of the spring when the
end of travel of the spring in the spiral slot is
reached and the leg 13 is then located at the open
end of the slot {1, and also permitting a re-en-
gagement of the end of the spring when rota-
tive movement in an opposite direction is im-~
parted to the propelling head. The portion of
the spring that is located to the rear of the thread
is, of course, compressed when the spring is re-
tracted, the compressibility of the spring permit-
ting this compressing action.

The easing may be <closed by a closure cap 24
of conventional construction, and which may be
also of plastic material, if desired, or it can be
of metal.

While I have shown, for the purpose of sim-

plicity in illustration, the thread 6 of single form,
it will be apparent that this thread may be of
double formation or varied in other ways. In
fact, when a double thread is employed certain
advantages imay be obtained.
- The employment of a shorter spring which
will disengage itself entirely from the slot {f at
the farthest point of propulsion to make 3 stop
is also an advantage. Such disengaging action
allows the cosmetic cup to he thrust upwardly
an additional amount of space and elevation of
the cup is done partially by the spring expanding
and by going up through the spiral groove, and
partially by rising in the button slot.

The structure of the improved cosmetic holder
is simple; it is easily assembled, and alt parts,
with the exception of the spring or helix may
be made of non-metallic material and in colors,
presenting not only an effective and economi-
cally-made device, but an sttractive one as well.,

Having described one embodiment of the inven-
tion, it is obvious that the same is not to be re-
stricted thereto, but is broad enough to cover all
structures coming within the scope of the an~-
nexed claims.

What I claimis:

1. A cosmetic holder comprising a tubular cas-
Ing of plastic material provided on its interior
for the greater part of its length with a continu-
ous spiral groove, a cosmetic cup located in the
casing and ecapable of rotative and advaneing
and retracting movement therein, a spiral coil
spring within the casing, a rotative operating
head on the rear end of the casing, one end of
the coil spring being attached at the resr end
of the cosmetic cup, the portion of the spring
adjacent to said end being in constant engage-
ment with the spiral groove, the operating head
having a transverse slot, the second end of the
spring engaging therewith whereby rotation of
the head will cause the spring to move through
the spiral groove in the casing and advance or
retract the cosmetic cup.

2. A cosmetic holder comprising a tubular cas-
ing open at one end and closed at its oppesite
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4
end by a rotatable operating member, the inner
surface of the casing beng formed with a
lengthy and continuous spiral groove, a cosmetic
cup within the casing and rotatively and axially
movable therein, a helical, compressible wire coil
spring located in the casing between the oper-
ating member and the cup, said spring being
disposed in and movable spirally through the
groove, the greater portion of said spring being
engaged with the spiral groove when the cup is
moved to its advanced position, the cup having
an aperture in its bottom engaged by one end
of the spring, the operating member having a
split plug portion entering into the casing, and
the second end of the spring engaging in the
split in said plug portion.

-3.. A cosmetic holder comprising, a tubular con-
tainer having g front open end, a rotatable oper-
ating member on its rear end, the container hay-
ing a lengthy internal spiral groove, a cosmetic
cup movably mounted within the container, a
helix in the form of a compressible spiral coil
spring - engaging the lengthy groove and posi-
tioned in the container between the cosmetic
cup and the operating member, said helix having
one end ih engagement with the cosmetic cup
and its other end in engagement with the oper-
ating member, the helix being operative for the
greater part of ifs lensth within the spiral
groove. :

4. A cosmetic holder comprising, g tubular cas~-
ing having an internal spiral groove formed in
its inner wall surface for the greater part of
the length of the casing, a gpiral spring located
within the easing and movable forwardly and
backwardly in said groove, a cosmetic cup roeased
within the casing and secured to one end of the
spring, a rotatable operating head mounted on
the rear end of the casing and coupled to the
second end of the spring whereby rotative move-
ment of the head causes advancing or retract-
ing movement of the spring and the cosmetic
cup attached thereto.

5. A cosmetic holder comprising, & tubular cag-

. ing having a front open end, a rotatable oper-

ating member mounted on the rear end of the
casing, -said operating member having g slot lo~
cated within the casing and facing toward the
open end of the same, the inner wall of the eas-
ing being provided with a spiral groove extend-
ing for the greater length of the casing, a helix
in the form of a spiral coil located in the easing
and mounted for rotative movement within the
spiral groove, one end of the spiral coil being
attached to the cup, the second eng of the spiral
coil being located in the slot in the operating
member and being capable of movement into
and out of said slot, said spiral coil following
the groove and having its greater lensth re-
tained therein as the operating member is ro-
tated. :
STEPHEN J. CLARK.
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