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Box No. I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:] Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Thematter common to claims 1-13 is amaterial for forming a resist-protecting
film for immersion exposure process defined in claim 1.

Although there is limitation of use such that the material for forming a
resist-protecting film for immersion exposure process defined in claim 1 is
used in usual immersion methods, this limitation of use substantially has
no meaning since there exists no special technical feature corresponding to
such limitation.

(Continued to extra sheet)

L. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2, D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. El As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. E] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest ,:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Althoughtheonlyfeaturespecifyingtheconstitutionoftheinvention
is "inclusion of at least one component selected from water-soluble and
alkali-soluble film-forming materials", this feature is not novel since
such a component is naturally included in a protecting film if the film
is to be developed with well-known conventional resists which are used
in aqueous or alkali development (as disclosed, for example, in document
1: JP2003-167352 A (Tokyo Ohka Kogyo Co., Ltd.), 13 June, 2003 (13.06.03),
claimsandparagraphs[0079],[0090]and[0093];anddocument2:JP8—15859
A (Tokyo Ohka Kogyo Co., Ltd.), 19 January, 1996 (19.01.96), claims and-
paragraph [0060]).

Consequently, the common technical matter is not a special technical
feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since the
material for forming a resist-protecting film for immersion exposure
process defined in claim 1 makes no contribution over the prior art.

Since there is no technical matter common to all the inventions of
claims 1-13, this international application is considered to contain
three groups of inventions.

Group 1: claims 1-5, 9, 11-13 (with respect to claims 1, 2, 9, and 11-13,
only the parts relating to a material for forming a
resist-protecting film for immersion exposure process defined
in claim 3 which contains "at least one substance selected from
acid generating agents and acidic compounds")

Group 2: claims 6-8

Group 3: claim 10

Since there is no other common matter which can be considered as a
special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
sentence among the inventions of groups 1-3, no technical relationship
within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.1 can be seen between those different
inventions.

Consequently, it appears that the inventions of groups 1-3 do not
satisfy the requirement of unity of invention.
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