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1. Claim. 

This invention relates to a garment of Wearing 
apparel and more particularly to a garment in the 
nature of a corset which is adapted to surround 
and confine the body of a wearer and extend from 
above the bust line to below the hips. 
An object of this invention is to provide a gar 

ment in which there is a belt having in Con 
junction therewith an abdominal support With a 
certain amount of vertical adjustability, so that a 
single garment may be readily adapted for use by 
persons having different requirements as to the 
location of the lower end of the support. This 
does away with the necessity of manufacturing 
garments with belts of a number of different 

5 widths in order to adequately fit wearers having 
abdomens depending to different extents. By 
my invention, providing a vertically stretchable 
abdominal support, a corset shop is enabled to 
satisfy the varied demands of its customers With 

) out carrying a large stock. One difficulty hereto 
fore in garments equipped with abdominal Sup 
ports has been that the belt portion when lifting 
the abdomen and pushing the flesh upwardly and 
outwardly has caused what is known as “pitch', 
that is, the belt instead of remaining in a vertical 
position has had a tendency to slant in close to 
the body at its lowest edge and pull away from 
the body at its upper edge, thus causing a bulge 
adjacent the diaphragm of the Wearer. 
By making the abdominal support stretchable 

vertically, a garment is provided which is adapted 
to lift and maintain the abdominal organs in 
their correct and natural position without cre 
ating this “pitch”. The support has been ren 
dered more efficient and effective in other respects 
also and affords greater comfort to the Wearer. 
Further objects of the invention will be apparent 
from the detailed description of one embodiment 
of my invention in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings in which- w 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the garment 
being worn, but with the outer or body member 
partly thrown back to show the belt in wearing 
position. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation on a larger scale 
with a portion of the outer member broken away 
to show the belt. - 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the garment opene 
up and viewed from the inner side thereof. 

Figure 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
Figure 3, and 

Figure 5 is a sectional view on the line. 5-5 
of Figure 2. 
The garment of my invention in its preferred - 

embodiment, which is illustrated, Comprises a 

(Cl. 2—-27) 
body member 2 which may be detachably fas 
tened along the left side by any Suitable means 
so that it surrounds the body of the wearer. This 
body member is made up of front Section 3 and 
back section 4 in conjunction with side sections 
5 and 6. The front section preferably extends 
from above the bust line to below the hips and is 
made up of three main portions, including lat 
eral portions 7 and 8, and a central portion 9. 
These three sections are longitudinal with re 
Spect to the Wearer's body and joined by suitably 
Stitched reinforcing Seams at 1 0 and í I. . . This 
may, of course, all be one piece of cloth, if 
desired, and simply reinforced by binding tape or 
other suitable means. The lateral section 7 is 
preferably curved at its outer edge 2 so as to 
conform more readily to the contour of the body 
and is provided With Suitable fastening means. 
Central portion 9 is preferably reinforced by a 
lining member 9 extending from the line 3 to 
the upwardly curved line 4 and held at its ver 
tical edges by the Stitching 0 and if joining the 
lateral Sections to the central section. This lin 
ing member may be stitched to the main garment 
at its lower edge, but is preferably left free to 
prevent the garment from Wrinkling. The cen 
tral Section may also be Supplied with an elastic 
inverted V-shaped insert or gore, as at 5, to 
assist in allowing the garment to conform to the 
body and to provide for extra stretching when 
the body is in a bent position, as in sitting down. 
The whole front section is cut away along the 
lines 6 and 7 to allow for the incorporation of 
brassière elements in the form of pieces of suit 
able material f8 and 9, joined to the front Sec 
tion 3 as by stitching down from the top along 
the lines 20, 2 to points near the juncture of 
lateral sections. T and 8 with central section 9 
and thence upWardly and outwardly along the 
lines 22 and 23. - -- 

The back section 4 is made up of three longi 
tudinal sections 24, 25 and 26 connected by suit 
able reinforcing members 27 and 28 and the 
whole assembly tapers slightly inwardly toward 
the top. The reinforcing members may provide 
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pockets for stays 29 and 30, if desired. Addi 
tional reinforcement is desirable in the lateral 
sections 24 and 25 and preferably consists of the 
lining pieces 3 and 32 reinforced with strips 33 
and 34 by suitable stitching providing pockets for 
stays 35 and 36. These lining pieces are pref 
erably not stitched to the back at 37 and 38. 
A similar lining piece 39 is provided at the bot 
tom of the centersections 26 and is stitched into 
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the side seams 27 and 38, acroSS the bottom, 
and across its top along the seam. 40. 
The front portion and the back portion are 

joined by the inwardly tapered side Section 5 at 
tached at the reinforced seams 4 and 42. Pro 
vision is made at the latter seam for stay 43 
extending from the top to a point slightly below 
the waist line. In the lower portion of this side 
section there is inserted a V-shaped piece 44 of 
elastic material. Side section 6 is joined to the 
back section at its other side by a reinforcing 
strip 45, which provides a pocket for a stay. 
similar to stay 43. Another elastic insert 48 may 
be used here similar to insert 44. The other side 
of this side section is curved at the edge 47 sym 
metrically with edge 2 and has fastening means 
adapted to cooperate therewith. 

. The abdominal support is associated with the 
- main portion of the garment in such a way that it 
serves to lift and pull back the abdomen, pro 
viding an overlying portion to Secure a straight 
line and the whole cooperating with the back Sec 
tion 26 of the main garment which functions as 

The abdominal support is made up of a belt, 
which is connected to the outer garment by the 
seams 42 and 45. Three major sections make up 
the belt and consist of a front section 49, per 
manently connected to a side section 50 by means. 
of the elastic strip 5i, and to a side Section 52 
which is joined to the other side of the back por 
tion of the main garment at the seam 45. This 
latter side section tapers inwardly from botton 
to top and is preferably cut at an angle along the 
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lines 53 and 54 to obtain a better fitting. The 
bottom edge 53 is in a position to follow the line 
of the groin of the wearer, thus affording the 
best support. A reinforcing strip is suitably 
stitched in place for additional strength at the 
seam 55 joining the separate portions of Section 
52 and an elastic strip. 56 is joined to the Section 
52 at a reinforced seam 57 which provides a 
pocket for a short stay 58 near its top. 

Suitable fastening means such as eyes 6 are 
fixed into the binding at the outer edge of elastic 

: strip 56 and are shielded from the body of the 
wearer by means of an overlapping strip 62 of 
some soft material, such as flannel, which is 
stitched to the elastic along a seam 63. Side 
section 50 is similar to section 52 and is rein 
forced by a strip. 64. It is, also, preferably cut 
at an angle along its top 65 and bottom 66. How 
ever, if it should be desired, both the sections 50 
and 52 may be substantially rectangular in shape, 
Without an attempt to conform to the contour of 
the body, or they may be cut on any other Suit 
able angle. Reinforcing seams 67 and 68, join 
ing the elastic strip 5 to the front section 49 
and side Section 53 are preferably Stitched to pro 
vide short pockets in their upper portions for 
the stays 69 and 70. Front section 49 may be 
substantially rectangular in shape but is pref 
erably tapered slightly inwardly, curved at its 
top edge 74, and somewhat cut away at its bot 
tom edge i2. Relatively wide longitudinal re 
inforcing strips 73,74, and 75 are stitched into 
this front section in a slightly fan-shaped ar- - 
rangement and provide pockets for stays which 
are correspondingly wider than usual. A sub stantially keystone shaped diaphragm Supporting 
lining piece 76 is sewed into the front-section 
49 by the stitching along the upper edge 71, 
down the side seams 68 and 77 and down the 
center by seams 78 and 79. This lining member 
is simply bound at the edges 80 and 8 but not 

2,115,146 
fastened to the front section 49. The Stitching 
at 78 and 79 may be entirely eliminated or stitch 
ing may be provided in addition thereto Or in 
lieu thereof along the seams of the reinforcing 
strips T3 and 75. 
At the free edges of the front Section suitable 

fastening means, such as hooks 82, are attached 
to the binding adapted to cooperate With eyes 
6 to fasten this belt around the Wearer. Im 
mediately below the diaphragm Support and 
fastened thereto by Suitable Stitching 84 is an 
abdominal supporting member 83, preferably 
made of elastic material which Stretches only in 
a vertical direction, and shaped to conform to 
the contour of the abdomen as by means of the 
seam or dart 83'. In the claims this Shape of 
the vertically stretching abdominal support is 
referred to as “slightly pocketed'. Of course, it 
will be apparent that this member may also if 
desired be made of elastic material having a tWO 
way stretch as long as it can be stretched ver 
tically. This member is preferably joined to 
the girdle proper only at the aforementioned 
seam 84 and is thus supported from substantially 
only one point. By the use of One-Way or tWO 
Way stretch elastic material, with a capability of 
stretching at least vertically, this member is 
adapted to be pulled down well under the ab 
domen to lift it When released. It is connected 
at One of its sides to an elastic member 85 by 
suitable stitching, as the seam 86, which member 
is in turn attached to side section 50 at 87. Thus, 
the side Support 85 of the sling extends around 
the body in a slightly downwardly direction. The. 
abdominal support 83 is provided at its opposite 
edge with eyes 88 attached to the binding there 
of and adapted to cooperate with hooks 89 to 
fasten the sling so formed in position. A piece 
of suitable soft material 90 serves to shield the 
body from the fasteners and is Sewed to the 
support at the seam 9 . An elastic member 92, 
similar to member 85, is stitched into seam 51. 
along the line 93 and carries the hooks 89, there 
by cooperating in pulling the support 83 back 
into place. . . 
As mentioned above, in the preferred embodi 

ment of my invention, the elastic of the abdomi 
nal support 83 stretches only in a vertical posi 
tion, while the elastic of supporting sections. 85 
and 92 stretch only in a substantially horizontal 
direction, thus providing an assembly which 
simultaneously lifts the abdomen and pulls it 
back into place, While by cooperation. With the 
back member 26 through side Sections 50 and 52 
it functions as a buttocks retainer. The main 
portion of the girdle 49 overlies the sling, provides. 
additional support, and smooths out any bulges 
which may be produced by the sling, being only 
loosely attached to this member. . 
The whole garment may be supported from the 

shoulders by means of straps 94 and 95 of elastic 
or other suitable material. - These straps are 
joined to the back sportion 26 at the seams 96. 
and 97 and to the top of the brassière elements 
at the points 98 and 99. If desired, cross straps 
100 and of may be stitched in to distribute the 
pull on the said brassiere members, Suitable ad 
justable hose Supporters may also be supplied, 
such as the depending members 02 and if O3, at 
the back of the garment. In the front I prefer 
to attach one end of the elastic straps 04 and . 
105 to the girdle at the points fo6 and O7, while 
the other end thereof is attached to the main 
body member 2 by the seams 08 and O9. The 
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hose supporters, themselves, hang from these 
straps on the freely sliding members 0 and f. 
AS Will now be understood the garnent con 

prises chiefly three substantially independent 
layers across the front of the body, all connected 
to the back portion of the garment by elastic 
In eans. Of these three layers the inner one, or 
sling supporter, is substantially all of elastic ma 
terial. The main portion of the abdominal belt 
Overlies and covers this sling supporter, Smooth 
ing out any bulges that may be caused thereby. 
The outer portion of the garment overlies and 
covers the whole belt assembly and provides a 
Smooth surface On. Which outer garments may 
rest. Also, if one portion of the garment should 
be pulled, or come out of place in any Way, it does 
not materially affect the position of the other 
portions of the garment, which are substantially 
independent thereof. The sling support can be 
Stretched and pulled down to any desired place 
On the body when being put in position, and when 
released Will automatically lift the abdominal 
Walls to their correct position. The side elastic 
bands of the sling supporter, in addition to co 
acting in the lifting of the abdomen insures cor 
rect positioning along the groin line of the wearer. 
The fastening means may, of course, be all lo 

cated on the right side, or arranged in any other 
Suitable manner. 
AS described the garment has three sets of fas 

teners. These may be condensed, for example, 
into two sets by Stitching the elastic member 92 
to the central support 83, stitching the free edge 
of elastic strip 56 to the free edge of the belt or 
central section 49, and providing simply a single 
row of fasteners along the edge of member 52, 
to replace the seam 5, adapted to cooperate with 
other fasteners on the then free edges of elastic 
Strips 56 and 92. It will be understood that these 
free edges of these strips will then be joined to 

3 
gether by stitching to facilitate fastening by the 
single set of fasteners. 
Other modifications may be made. The sec 

tions 83, 85 and 92 might be a unitary piece cut 
Out of two Way stretch elastic material or these 
three sections together With Supporting member 
76 might be similarly a single piece of two Way 
Stretch elastic fabric. On the other hand sec 
tions 76 and 83 could be a unitary member of 
either vertically stretchable one-way elastic or 
tWo-Way stretch material. In any of these modi 
fications, of course, the sling portion of the main 
belt may be simply suspended from the top edge 

or it may in addition be tacked to the main 
belt at 84, or the manner of attachment which 
has previously been described may be followed. 
The terms and expressions which I have em 

ployed are used as terms of description and not 
of limitation, and I have no intention, in the use 
of Such terms and expressions of excluding any 
equivalents of the features shown and described 
Or portions thereof, but recognize that various 
modifications are possible within the scope of the 
in Vention claimed. 
What I claim is: 
In an apparel garment a body encircling mem 

ber, and an inner belt member within said body 
encircling member comprising an elastic abdom 
inal Support made up of a central elastic member 
arranged to exert a vertical pull to lift the ab 
domen, elastic side members connected with said 
central member and arranged to exert a trans 
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verse tension thereon to hold said central member 
in place, and a member of elastic and inelastic 
material overlying said central and side members, 
at least a portion of said central elastic member 
being adjustable vertically independently of said 
Overlying member. 
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