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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Firoie WHITKANACK,
residing at West Union, in the county of
Clark and State of Illinois, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Rope-
Clamps, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple inexpensive and efficient clamping
device suitable for application to a rope and
serving as a means of attaching a clevis or
the equivalent thereto, as in hauling lumber
and in other operations incident to farming
and in relation to lumbering camps and the
like, the construction of the clamp being such
that it may be applied readily to any por-
tion of the length of a rope or cable and
shifted from time to time as the requirement
of the work demands without the use of tools
and without the loss of time and injury to
the rope incident to forming ties, knots and
the like.

Turther objects and advantages will ap-
pear hereinafter it being understood that
changes in form, proportion and details may
be resorted to within the scope of the ap-
pended claim without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

Tigure 1 is a side view of a clamp embody-
ing the invention applied in the operative
position to a rope.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view of
the same.

Tig. 8 is a transverse sectional view.

Tig. 4 is a plan view with the members of
the clamp in the open position.

The device embodying the invention con-
sists of hingedly connected clamp members
10 and 11, the former of which is preferably
extended at one end beyond the other and is
provided with an opening 12 for facilitating
engagement of a clevis or other draft ap-
pliance thereto. The members 10 and 11
are provided at one edge with registering
eyes 13 for the reception of a permanent
hinged pin 14, and at the opposite edges
with eves 15 for the reception of a remov-
able locking pin 16, providing for the open-
ing of the clamp for the reception of a rope
or cable 17.

Pivotally mounted in an opening 18 in the
member 11 as by a transverse pin 21 is a

cam lever 22 terminally projecting into a -

guide 23 formed by the registering grooves

Coples of this patent may be

obtained for five cents each, by addressing the

or teeth formed respectively in the members
10 and 11, said cam being normally held in
position for engaging a rope or cable ex-
tending through the clamp by gravity and
being manually movable to a folded position
indicated in Fig. 1 in dotted lines to disen-
gage the cable and permit of the sliding
movement of the clamp with relation there-
to, so that the device may be engaged with
any desired portion of the length of the rope.
When the cam is released and is moved to
engaging position by the weight of the body
portion thereof located outside of or beyond
the pivotal point, it serves to engage the rope
and the force or strength of the engagement
is proportionate to the strain applied to the
rope or cable, so that accidental displace-
ment or slipping of the clamp upon the rope
is prevented.

When the clamp is not required it may be
readily disconnected from the rope by open-
ing the clamp through the dismounting of
the removable pin or key, and obviously the
replacement of the same may be accom-
plished with equal facility, the adjustment
longitudinally of the cable being possible
from time to time merely by relieving the
pressure of the cam upon the rope, without
opening the clamp. _

As illustrated, the opening 12 constituting
the means for the attachment of the draft
appliance consists of the throat of a hook
o4 within which is suspended a ring closure
95 which spans the throat while readily dis-
placeable to permit the engagement of the
clevis with the hook. The ring prevents ac-
cidental displacement or disengagement in
the use of the device.

Having described the invention T claim:

A rope clamp comprising a pair of plates
arenate in cross section, permanently hing-
edly connected at one longitudinal edge and
havine their other longitudinal edges de-
tachably connected, one end of one of said

plates being cut away to provide an opening
and . being provided with spaced laterally
extending ears at the sides of said opening,
the corresponding end of the other plate be-
ing formed into an attaching hook, and a
longitudinally extending cam pivoted be-
tween said ears and extending through said
opening into the space between said plates.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature.

FIRDIE WHITKANACK.

«gommissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.”

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105



