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UNITED STATES 

1,712,290 
PATENT OFFICE. 

JOHN S. BUCKMAN, OF FIUSHING, NEW YORK. 

: This invention relates to hats which are 
expansible to various head sizes in Order to 
more easily and satisfactorily fit a customer 
and relieve the dealer of the necessity of 
carrying in stock an extremely large number 
of hats of different sizes. An important ob 
ject of the invention is to provide a lady's 
hat of this character embodying improved 
features of design and construction which 
render it a practical, attractive and readily 
saleable article of millinery. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the improved 

hat looking toward the rear thereof; 
Fig.2 a fragmentary rear perspective view 

showing the hat expanded; 
Fig. 3 a fragmentary view upon a 

scale looking toward the inner side of the back 
of the hat with the latter contracted; 

Fig. 4 a view similar to Fig. 3 with the hat expanded; . . . . . 
Fig. 5 an enlarged section taken on the line 

5-5 of Fig. 3; . . . . . . 
Fig. 6 a rear view of a slightly modified 

form of hat; and . . . . . . 
Fig. 7 an enlarged section taken on the line 

7-7 of Fig. 6. 
The hat, as shown in Fig. 1, is of the popular bell-shaped type and comprises a 

ironded crown 1, formed of felt, and a nar 
row brim 2. The brim is a strip of felt of ir regular width extending entirely around the 
crown, underlapping it and stitched thereto 
as at 3 along two parallel lines. The rear 
portion of the brin extends downward only 
a slight distance below the lower edge of the 
crown: its front portion extends materially 
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farther and is folded upward to form an up 
turned visor 4: and at one side it is formed 
into a bow 5. Both crown and brim are free 
ly flexible. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Centrally of its rear side the crown is folded 
to form pleats 6 to render it expansible. In 
the present instance there are four complete 
pleats arranged rather close together in a 
group. They extend downwardly from a 
point near the top level of the crow; cleri' 
to the lower edge of the latter, are slightly 
curved rearward and converge downward 
for a material portion of their length. The 
pleats are of the accordion type and form 
four salient ridges at the exterior of the hat. Along these ridges, just inwardly of their 
edges, extend lifies of stitching 7 which hold 
this opposed irids of the pleis pinched to: 
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sufficietitly to prevent tearing, 
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gether along substantially the length of the 
pleats. The back portion of the brim 2 un 

are also pleated as at 8 to fold there with. At 
their lower ends the pleats 6 are of material 
depth and their depth decreases gradually 
toward their upper ends until they merge 
with the smooth body of the crown. 
Adjacent the lower edge of the crown the 

opposed folds of the pleats 6 are formed with 
small vertical slits 9 which are in horizontal 
alinement, or substantially so. The pleats 
for in five ridges within the hat crown and 
the said slits are arranged adjacent these in 
ner ridges. A narrow elastic strip 10 is 
trained through the slits 9. It extends for a 
short distance beyond the opposite sides of 
the group of pleats and its ends are securely 
stitched as at 11 to the inner side of the crown. 

derlaps the lower ends of the pleats 6 and 
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This strip is adapted to normally hold the 
pleats folded together and hold the hat con 
tracted and also to guide the folding and un 
folding of the pleats when the hat is put on 
and taken off of the head. . . - 
The crown of the hat is encircled by an 

outer band 12 which is so placed and propor 
tioned as to cover and conceal the elastic strip 
10 at the back of the hat and to have its lower 
edge conceal the lower edge of the hat crown. 
Along its upper edge it is stitched to the 
crown, as at 13, and its backportion is closely 
stitched along its upper and lower edges to 
the pleats, as at 14 so that it will also fold 
into pleats. The band is formed of substan 
tially nonstretchable fabric and it is adapted 
to limit the expansion of the hat, and prevent 
an excessive strain upon the elastic strip 10 
which might destroy the resilience of the lat 
ter or tear it loose from the hat crown. . . 
The hat is provided with a lining 15 which 

covers substantially the entire inner surface 
of the crown and also that of the brim strip 2 
and is stitched to the latter entirely along its 
lower edge, as indicated at 16. This lining is F' - ... ". formed of fabric cut, and arranged with its 
threads running on the bias with respect to 
the direction of expansion of the hat. This 
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renders the lining slightly stretchable and 
prevents tearing thereof and breaking of its 
stitching 16 if the expansibility of the pleat 
structure should exceed the normal propor 
tions of the lining. When properly made the 
lining will have sufficient fullness to expand 
with the pleats. If it should happen to be 
made a trifle small, however, it wi 
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Ahat of the design and structure described 
is a thoroughly satisfactory and attractive al 
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10 to :- - - - - also serves to guide the folding and unfold 

20 

ticle of millinery. The pleats permit the ex 
pansion of the hat to a variety of head sizes 
and thereby greatly reduce the number of 
hats which the dealer is required to carry in closely grouped pleats therein beginning in 
stock. The resilient element 10 causes a coln 
traction of the hat to snugly fit the head and 
hold it firmly but comfortably in any position 
to suit the taste of the wearer. This element 
ing of the pleats and cooperates with the pleat 
stitching 7 to preventrumping of the pleats, 
cause them to fold along definite lines, and 
preserve them in the form of an attractive 
pattern. The outer band conceals the resil 
ient element and the pleat apertures or slits 
9 and also prolongs the life and resilience of 
the element by preventing excessive strain 
thereon. The lining is constructed to prevent 
rupture thereof or tearing of its stitching. 
Throughout, the hat is designed to avoid any 
annoyances or objections due to the inclusion 
of an expansible feature. The various parts 
are safeguarded from strain and deteriora 
tion. Also the expansible feature does not in 
the least mar the appearance of the hat. On 
the contrary the pleated structure, due to its 

30 
design and location, adds to the attractiveness 
of the hat. 

In Figs. 6 and 7 is shown a hat of slightly 
different design. Here the pleats 6 termi 
nate materially below the top of the crown 1" 

35 
and the latter is folded down at the back to 
cover the upper ends of the pleats. The 
pleats are not stitched along their edges as in 
the first form; the band 12 is made widel' 
to cover the pleats for most of their length, 

40 
and the shape of brim has been changed. 
Otherwise the structure of this hat is the same 
as that previously described. 

Both forms of the hat are thoroughly prac 
tical and desirable. However, I do not wish 

be located at some 

to be limited strictly to this disclosure of my 
invention but reserve the right to make such 
changes therein as will lie within the scope 
of the claims. For example, the pleats E. 

point other than the back 
of the hat. . . . . 
"... What I claim is: ... " - 

1. An adjustable hat of generally conven 
tional design for ladies' wear formed at one 
side with a few closely grouped pleats therein 

55 
beginning in the crown of the hat, extending 
downwardly to the lower edge of the hat and 
adapted to fold and unfold for varying the 
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head size of the hat while the rest of the hat 
has the usual outer surface, said pleats being 
formed with apertures in their opposed folds 
spaced a short distance above the lower edge 
of the hat; a pleat-guiding and contracting 
element in the form of an elastic strip trained 
through said apertures transversely of the 
pleats, secured at its ends to the inner side of 
the hat at oppositesides of the group of pleats 
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and tending to hold the latter folded and an 
exterior band extending around the hat and 
covering said elastic element. 

2. An adjustable hat of generally conven 
tional design formed at one side with a few 
the crown of the hat, extending downwardly 
to the lower edge of the hat, and adapted to 
fold and unfold for varying the head size of 
the hat while the rest of the hat has the usual 
outer surface, said pleats being formed with 
apertures in their opposed folds spaced a 
short distance above the lower edure of the 
hat; and a pleat-guiding and contacting ele 
ment in the form of an elastic strip trained 
through said apel'ttres transversely of the 
pleats and secured at its ends to the hat at 
opposite sides of the group of pleats and tend 
ing to hold the latter folded. 

3. An adjustable hat of generally conven 
tional design for ladies' weal' comprising a 
felt clown formed at its rear side with a few 
closely grouped pleats therein beginning in 
the crown of the hat extending downwardly 
to the lower edge of the hat and adapted to 
fold and unfold for varying the head size of 
the hat, while the rest of the hat has the usual 
outer surface, said pleats being formed with 
apertures in their opposed folds spaced a 
short distance above the lower edge of the 
hat; a pleat-guiding and contracting element 
in the form of an elastic strip trained through 
said apertures transversely of the pleats per 
manently secured at its ends to the inner side 
Of the hat at opposite sides of the group of 
pleats and tending to hold the latter folded; 
and an exterior band extending around the 
hat and covering said elastic element, stitched 
to said pleats to fold with them and limiting 
the expansion of the hat. 

4. An adjustable hat of generally conven 
tional design formed at one side with a few 
closely grouped pleats therein beginning in 
the crown of thc hat, extending downwardly 
to the lower edge of the hat and adapted to 
fold and unfold for varying the head size of 
the hat: elastic means tending to hold the 
pleats folded; and stitching extending longi 
tudinally along the pleats through the outer 
ridges thereof to hold the pleat folds pinched 
together along said ridges and define a pat 
tern. 

5. An adjustable hat of generally conven 
tional design for ladies’ wear formed at its 
rear side with a few closely grouped pleats 
therein beginning in the crown of the hat, 
converging and extending downwardly to 
the lower edge of the hat and adapted to fold 
and unfold for varying the head size of the 
hat, said pleats being formed with register 
ing slits in their opposed folds spaced a short 
distance above the lower edge of the hat; a 
pleat-guiding and contracting element in the 
form of an elastic strip trained through said 
slits transversely of the pleats, secured at its 
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ends to the inner side of the hat at opposite 
sides of the group of pleats and tending to 
hold the latter folded; an exterior band ex 
tending entirely around the hat and covering 
said elastic element; and stitching extending 
longitudinally along the pleats through the 
outer ridges thereof to hold the pleat folds 
pinched together along said ridges and define 
a pattern at the back of the hat. 

6. An adjustable hat of generally conven 
tional design for ladies’ wear formed at one 
side with a few closely grouped pleats there 
in beginning in the crown of the hat, extend 
ing downwardly to the lower edge of the hat 

5 and adapted to fold and unfold for varying 
the head size of the hat while the rest of the 
hat has the usual outer surface; elastic means 
tending to hold the pleats folded; and a 
lining secured within the hat and formed of 
material cut and arranged on the bias with 
reference to the direction of the hat expan 
sion to 'ender it stretchable. - 

7. An adjustable hat of generally conven 
tional design for ladies wear formed at one 

5 side with a few closely grouped pleats therein 
beginning in the crown of the hat, converging 
and extending downwardly to the lower edge 
of the hat and adapted to fold and unfold for 
varying the head size of the hat while the rest 
of the hat has the usual outer surface, said 
pleats being formed with registering slits in 
their opposed folds spaced a short distance 
above the lower edge of the hat; a pleat 
guiding and contracting element in the form 
of a narrow, elongated elastic strip trained 
through said slits transversely of the pleats, 
permanently Secured at its ends to the inner 
side of the hat at opposite sides of the group 

3 
of pleats and tending to hold the latter fold 
ed; an exterior band extending around the 
hat, covering said elastic element and stitched 
to said pleats to fold with them; and stitch ing extending longitudinally along the 
pleats through the outer ridges thereof to 
hold the pleat folds pinched together along 
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said ridges and define a pattern at the back 
of the hat. . - - 

8. An adjustable felt hat of generally con 
ventional design for ladies wear formed at 
one side with a few closely grouped pleats 
therein beginning in the crown of the hat, 
extending downwardly to the lower edge of 
the hat and adapted to fold and unfold for 
varying the head size of the hat while the 
rest of the hat has the usual outer surface, 
said pleats being formed with registering 
apertures in their opposed folds spaced a 
short distance above the lower edge of the 
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hat; a pleat-guiding and contracting element 
in the form of a short elastic strip trained through said apertures transversely of the 
pleats, permanently secured at its ends to the 
inner side of the hat at opposite sides of the 
group of pleats and tending to hold the lat 
tel' folded; an exterior band extending en 
tirely around the hat, covering said elastic 
element, stitched to said pleats to fold with 
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them and limiting the expansion of the hat 
to protect the elastic element; and stitching extending longitudinally along the pleats 
pleat folds pinched together along said 
ridges and define a pattern. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my signature. 

JOHN S. BUCKMAN. 
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through the outer ridges thereof to hold the 


