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(54) Retail product display system

(57) The invention provides a retail product display
system, including a shelf support track, a demonstration
product track and a communication track, said tracks
being linked with each other through engagement
means comprising bead members with ribs and match-
ing means comprising channels and grooves, where
said engagement means and matching means engage

slidably, at selected angles, thereby preventing rotation
thereof.

The invention also provides a demonstration prod-
uct locator as well as a longitudinal lighting element.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a retail product dis-
play system, more particularly, to a retail product display
system exhibiting demonstration products as, for exam-
ple, cosmetics, and associated information destined to
be seen by consumers in shops, the retail product dis-
play system being adapted to be secured on shelves.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Retail product display systems are already
known. Some of them consist in a demonstration prod-
uct track for receiving demonstration products, on one
end of which is arranged a communication track for
receiving labels. The demonstration product track is
secured on a shelf by the opposite end. However, these
retail product display systems have several drawbacks.
A first drawback consists in the fact that neither the
angle between the demonstration product track and the
shelf nor the angle between the demonstration product
track and the communication track are selectable. So, it
is not possible to adapt the relative position of these
parts of the retail product display system in order to opti-
mize its ergonomy for consumers.
[0003] Such retail product display system are often
used with an associated demonstration product locator
consisting in a flat member exhibiting openings for
receiving corresponding demonstration products, the
demonstration product locator being placed in covering
relationship with the demonstration product track. The
demonstration product locator is usually maintained by
sliding two opposite edges thereof into rails arranged on
the demonstration product track. This system has sev-
eral drawbacks. First, the rails, which may be unaes-
thetic, are partly visible to consumers. Secondly, the
width of the demonstration product locator is limited to
the distance between both rails and all members that
may be arranged on the demonstration product locator,
as, for example, a seat member for the pivot axle of a
closing cover, are necessarily situated in the region
which may be used for locating the demonstration prod-
ucts, thereby limiting the space available for the latter.
[0004] Another drawback consists in the fact that
consumers in shops can release the demonstration
product locator from the demonstration product track
with relative ease, this possibility being obviously not
desired.
[0005] For small or flat demonstration products, a
demonstration product support is often added to the
demonstration product locator which allows to position
those products on a higher level instead of placing them
directly onto the demonstration product track. So, these
demonstration products are at the same sight level for
consumers as more bulky ones. A demonstration prod-
uct support usually consists in a plate member with
three folds which form four faces. One end face is used
to secure it onto the plate member of the demonstration

product locator while the other faces forms a repository
for the demonstration products, said repository passing
partly through an opening of the demonstration product
locator. A drawback consists in the difficulty of produc-
ing demonstration product supports having three folds
and the cost incurred.

[0006] Seat members are usually arranged on the
outside of the demonstration product locator which may
receive pivot axles of covers for closing openings locat-
ing demonstration products. A drawback consists in the
fact that several seat members may be left free, i.e.
without pivot axles of covers resulting in an unaesthetic
effect since they are visible to consumers.
[0007] A further drawback consists in that all infor-
mation about the demonstration products is contained
on labels placed on the communication track. It is
advantageous if labels could also be fitted at another
location because it could make the information clearer
for consumers. It would also allow to use one series of
labels for data about the products that rarely changes,
as for example, the name of the product and technical
information about it and a second series of labels for
data that changes from time to time, as for example, the
price of the product.
[0008] Demonstration products for display on the
retail product display system may be of variable size
and shapes, and accordingly, several kinds of demon-
stration product locators may be needed. A drawback
consists in that it is usually necessary to provide a sep-
arate mold for each kind of demonstration product loca-
tor, and as a result, increased cost linked to these
moulds.
[0009] Furthermore, such retail product display sys-
tem are often equipped with an illumination system,
usually secured under the shelf support track in order to
illuminate the demonstration products of a second retail
product display system secured on an underlying shelf
and the products on this shelf extending beyond this
second retail product display system. The drawback
consists then in the fact that the communication track of
the second retail product display system is poorly illumi-
nated, especially if the underlying shelf is larger than
the first one, and hence, reading information on the
labels on the communication track may be less easy
and the shelves are less attractive.
[0010] It even happens that the demonstration
product track is badly illuminated so that colours of
product packages are not appreciated by consumers.
However, it is not possible to increase the light power
since this would imply high temperatures of the prod-
ucts, possibly degrading some of them and preventing
customers from taking the hot products out from the
shelf.
[0011] It is an aim of the present invention to allevi-
ate, at least partly, the above mentioned drawbacks.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0012] The invention relates to a retail product dis-
play system, including a shelf support track, a demon-
stration product track and a communication track, said
tracks being linked with each other through engagement
means comprising bead members with ribs and match-
ing means comprising channels and grooves, where
said engagement means and matching means engage
slidably, at selected angles, thereby preventing rotation
thereof. According to one embodiment, the retail prod-
uct display system comprises a demonstration product
locator according to any of claims 2 to 8.
[0013] According to another embodiment, the retail
product display system comprises a lighting system
according to any of claims 9 to 11.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0014] A retail product display system embodying
the invention will now be described, by way of a non-lim-
iting example, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

- figure 1 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of an assembled retail product display system
according to the invention;

- figure 2 is an enlarged partial exploded view of the
link between the shelf support track and the demon-
stration product track of the retail product display
system shown in figure 1;

- figure 3 is a schematic view of a demonstration
product track similar to the one shown in figure 1,
but modified for receiving a demonstration product
locator such as the one shown in figure 4;

- figure 4 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of a demonstration product locator adapted for
being mounted on the demonstration product track
of fig.3;

- figure 5 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of a part of demonstration product locator
according to another embodiment of the invention;

- figure 6 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of a part of a retail product display system hav-
ing a demonstration product track with an
associated demonstration product locator of fig.5;

- figure 7 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of a demonstration product locator 50 with an
associated demonstration product support frame
51 according to another embodiment of the inven-
tion;

- figure 8 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of a part of a demonstration product locator
according to another embodiment of the invention;

- figure 9 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of a part of a demonstration product locator
according to another embodiment of the invention;

- figure 10 is a schematic view showing in perspec-

tive a demonstration product locator according to
another embodiment of the invention;

- figure 11 is a schematic view showing a cross-sec-
tion of a part of a retail product display system
according to another embodiment of the invention
and which comprises a lighting tube and a frosted
glass screen;

- figure 12 is a schematic view showing in perspec-
tive one end of a communication track on which is
arranged an end cap used for securing the illumina-
tion system of fig.11;

- figure 13 is a schematic view showing in perspec-
tive an end cap used for securing the illumination
system of fig. 11 and the corresponding frosted
glass screen;

- figure 14 is a schematic view of a part of a frosted
screen articulated on an end cap for communica-
tion track;

- figure 15 is a schematic side view showing three
shelves in superposed relationship, each having a
retail product display system comprising an illumi-
nation system, secured on its edge, two illumination
systems being according to the embodiments of fig.
11 to fig. 14 and one according to the prior art.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0015] Figure 1 shows a cross-sectional view of an
assembled retail product display system according to
the invention.
[0016] The retail product display system comprises
a shelf support track 1 adapted to be secured on a shelf,
a demonstration product track 2 for receiving demon-
stration products and a communication track 3 for
receiving labels. In this embodiment, the shelf support
track 1, the demonstration product track 2 and the com-
munication track 3 have each the same cross-section
throughout their respective length, but this is not neces-
sary.
[0017] The shelf support track 1 has a U-shaped
cross-section defined by two substantially parallel leg
members 5, 6 and a bottom part 7. The shelf support
track 1 may be secured at a corresponding edge 4 of a
shelf by inserting said edge 4 between the leg members
5, 6 till the bottom part 7 in a press-fit manner. Addition-
ally or alternatively, the shelf may also be secured by
means of screws or similar passing through one or both
leg members 5, 6 and pressing on, or eventually pass-
ing through the shelf.
[0018] On the side of the bottom part 7 opposite to
the two leg members 5, 6, the shelf support track 1
exhibits a longitudinal bead member 9 which comprises
a rib 10 (best seen in fig.2). Said bead member 9 is pref-
erably, but not necessarily, placed coplanar with the
upper leg member 5. Said bead member 9 is rigidly
linked to the shelf support track 1 via an arm part 8
which may be omitted.
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[0019] On the side of the bottom part 7 opposite to
the two leg members 5, 6, the shelf support track 1 also
exhibits a wing member 11 linked to the underside of the
arm part 8 and extending downwards away in a curved
manner from said arm part 8 and from the bottom part
7. The wing member 11 may be directly linked to the
bottom part 7 or to the leg members 5, 6 instead of arm
part 8. The free end part 12 of said wing member 11 is
substantially flat and perpendicular to the leg members
5, 6. Said wing member 11 is stiffened by an arm part
13 which links it to the bottom part 7, but such a stiffen-
ing may be omitted. Said wing member 11 may have
any suitable form; in particular, it can be substantially
planar. Said wing member 11 aims at abutting demon-
stration product track 2 at the end portion 12 as a shoul-
der, thus strengthening the retail product display
system. However, the abutment of demonstration prod-
uct track 2 on the wing member 12 may be omitted and
hence, the wing member 11 may be omitted.

[0020] The demonstration product track 2 has a
general section of an L having a first arm 14 substan-
tially perpendicular to a second arm 15. The inner face
of the first arm 14, i.e. the face on the side of the second
arm 15 is referenced 14a and the outer face of said arm
14, i.e. the face on the opposite side relatively to the
second arm 15 is referenced 14b. The inner face of the
second arm 15, i.e. the face on the side of the first arm
14 is referenced 15a and the outer face of said arm 15,
i.e. the face on the opposite side relatively to the first
arm 14 is referenced 15b. A longitudinal channel 16 is
arranged at the free end part of arm 14 on the outer side
14b. Said longitudinal channel 16 engages the bead
member 9 of the shelf support track 1, as will be detailed
later with reference to fig.2. The face 14b may be in con-
tact with the wing member 12. More precisely, the face
14b may abut the flat part end 12 of the wing member
11 of the shelf support track 1 with its end part opposite
to the one carrying the channel 16. The inner face 15a
of the second arm 15 is used as a shelf for receiving
demonstration products (not shown) either directly or
via a lining plate (not shown) adapted on the demon-
stration product track 2. Such a lining plate may be a L-
shaped coloured plastic piece and arranged on both the
inner face 15a and the inner face 14a of the demonstra-
tion product track 2 in a snap-in fashion. It is advanta-
geous to use a lining plate for aesthetical reasons and
eventually for adapting the position of the demonstration
products.
[0021] The free end part of second arm 15 is
slightly raised upwards; this upraisal may be omitted. A
longitudinal bead member 19 is arranged at the raised
free end part of second arm 15 via an arm portion 21
(which may be omitted).
[0022] Alternatively, the shape of the L-shaped link,
constituted by the arms 14 and 15, between the channel
16 and the bead member 19 of the demonstration prod-
uct track 2 may be modified, for example into a part of a
circle.

[0023] The communication track 3 comprises a
member 22 having a curved section having a convex
face 22a and a concave face 22b. A longitudinal chan-
nel 25 is arranged on one end part of said member 22
on its concave face 22b. Said longitudinal channel 25
slidably engages the bead member 19 of the demon-
stration product track 2, as will be detailed later with ref-
erence to fig.2.

[0024] A hook-shaped member 23, 24 is arranged
on each end part of said member 22 extending on the
side of its convex face 22a. The concave part of both
hook-shaped members 23, 24 are turned one toward
the other. Labels (not shown), for instance labels with
product information for clients, of a suitable height may
be slid longitudinally on the convex face 22a and main-
tained by both hook-shaped members 23, 24. If they are
sufficiently flexible, it is possible to insert said labels
facially by squeezing them.
[0025] Of course, it is possible to vary the shape of
the member 22 (a planar section would be suitable too)
as well as to locate the channel 25 on another part of
the member 22.
[0026] The shelf support track 1, demonstration
product track 2 and communication track 3 may be
made, for example, from aluminium material and coated
with a lacquer.
[0027] End caps (not shown) may be arranged on
each extremity of shelf support track 1, demonstration
product track 2 and communication track 3. In particular,
once the retail product display system is assembled, an
end cap may be arranged on each extremity of demon-
stration product track 2 in, for example, a press-fit man-
ner which covers channel 16 and channel 25 in order to
stop the possible longitudinal sliding movement of dem-
onstration product track 2 relative to shelf support track
1 and of communication track 3 relative to demonstra-
tion product track 3: for that purpose, it is advantageous
for shelf support track 1, demonstration product track 2
and communication track 3 to have the same length.
These possible longitudinal sliding movements may
also be stopped by other means as, for example, by
screws arranged through the wall of the channel 16,
respectively 25 and pressing on the bead members 9,
respectively 19 or with circlips or the like arranged at
both extremities of each bead member 9, 19 on which
the channel wall extremities may abut.
[0028] With reference to fig.2 showing an enlarged
partial exploded view of the link between the shelf sup-
port track 1 and the demonstration product track 2, we
will now describe in more detail the way the longitudinal
bead member 9 engages the longitudinal channel 16.
[0029] The longitudinal bead member 9 of the shelf
support track 1 has a circular section and exhibits a lon-
gitudinal rib 10 of semi-circular section extending in a
direction substantially opposite to the leg members 5, 6
(but this position of the rib may be varied).
[0030] The longitudinal channel 16 of the demon-
stration product track 2 has a circular shape and is open
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on a 90¡ large part 18 on the side opposite to the outer
face 14a of the first arm 14. However, said 90¡ angle of
the open part 18 may be varied with an upper limit
approaching 180¡, as it will result from the following.
Four adjacent longitudinal grooves 17a, 17b, 17c, 17d
having each a semi-circular section are arranged in a
part of said channel 16 at the opposite side of its open
part 18. The bead member 9 of the shelf support track 1
and its rib 10 are scaled for slidably engaging said chan-
nel 16 and its grooves 17a, 17b, 17c, 17d. The assem-
bly of the demonstration product track with the shelf
support track is possible by longitudinally sliding the
bead member 9 of the shelf support track into the chan-
nel 16 of the demonstration product track 2 while the rib
10 engages one of grooves 17a, 17b, 17c, 17d and the
arm part 8 passes through the open part 18. Obviously,
the passage in open part 18 of channel 16 is larger than
the thickness of the arm part 8 linking the bead member
9 to the shelf support track 1 in order to allow said arm
part 8 to extend through said open part 18 when the
bead member 9 is positioned into the channel 16. How-
ever, it is not possible to insert the bead member 9 into
the channel 16 through the open part 18 because the
passage of the open part 18 is smaller than the diame-
ter of said bead member 9. For the same reason, once
the bead member 9 is engaged into the channel 16, it is
not possible for the bead member 9 to leave the channel
16 through the open part 18. However, facial inserting of
the bead member 9 into the channel 16 would be possi-
ble by having a part of the wall of the channel 16 remov-
able for enlarging the open part 18; said removable part
could be secured, for instance, by means of screws. It is
not possible for the bead member 9 to rotate in the
channel 16 because the rib 10 engages one of the
grooves 17a, 17b, 17c, 176. The angle between the
demonstration product track 2 and the shelf support
track 1 can be selected by the user when mounting
them together by engaging the rib 10 into a preferred
one out of the four grooves 17a, 17b, 17c, 17d, each
groove corresponding to another angle. In this embodi-
ment, groove 17a allows to assemble the demonstration
product track 2 on shelf support track 1 in such a way
that the arm 15 of the demonstration product track 2 is
parallel to the leg members 5, 6 of the shelf support
track 1. The three other grooves 17a, 17b, 17c allow to
position the arm 15 at three different raised positions.
However, in most cases, it is preferred to use the paral-
lel position of arm 15 to leg members 5, 6 provided by
groove 17a; this is why the link constituted by the
engagement of the bead member 9 in the channel 16 for
the groove 17a position has been advantageously rein-
forced with arm 14 resting on the wing member 11 of the
shelf support track 1, as depicted in fig.1.

[0031] Alternately, it is possible to vary the number
of grooves 17 in order to obtain more or less selectable
positions of the demonstration product track 2 relatively
to the shelf support track 1. It is also possible to arrange
several ribs 10 on the bead member 9 so that each

cooperates with a respective groove 17 of channel 16,
in order to strengthen the connection between the shelf
support track 1 and the demonstration product track 2.

[0032] The semi-circular shape of the rib 10 and of
the corresponding grooves 17 may also be varied. Fur-
thermore, it is also possible to change the general
shape of bead member 9 and correspondingly the
shape of channel 16 so long as their shape allows to
engage slidably, but not rotatably, the bead member 9
with the channel 16.
[0033] Of course, it is also possible to have the
bead member 9 arranged on the demonstration product
track 2 and the channel 16 arranged on the shelf sup-
port track 1.
[0034] The link of communication track 3 with dem-
onstration product track 2 by engagement of the bead
member 19 and its rib 20 with the channel 25 and its
grooves 26a, 26b, 26c, 26d, 26e is similar to the link
described up-to-now of demonstration product track 2
with shelf support track 1 by engagement of the bead
member 9 and its rib 10 with the channel 16 and its
grooves 17a, 17b, 17c, 17d. As a consequence, every-
thing said herein about shapes, mounting method and
alternative embodiments made regarding the link
between demonstration product track 2 and shelf sup-
port track 1 applies also to the link between communica-
tion track 3 and demonstration product track 2, and will
not be repeated here. However, if the link between com-
munication track 3 and demonstration product track 2 is
similar, it does not need to be identical with the link
between demonstration product track 2 and shelf sup-
port track 1. For instance, the number of grooves in the
channel 25 shown in fig. 1 is five (26a, 26b, 26c, 26d,
26e) instead of four (17a, 17b, 17c, 17d) for channel 16.
However, apart from the number of grooves, it is advan-
tageous to have identical dimensions for both links, so it
is possible to omit the demonstration product track 2 for
directly mounting communication track 3 on shelf sup-
port track 1 by engaging bead member 9 into channel
25.
[0035] With reference to fig.3, we will now describe
another embodiment of the demonstration product track
40 which is adapted for receiving a locator, especially a
demonstration product locator 27 described in relation
with fig.4. The demonstration product track 40 is identi-
cal to the demonstration product track 2 described in
relation with fig. 1, except that means for receiving a
locator have been added. So, demonstration product
track 40 is adapted for being assembled with shelf sup-
port track 1 and communication track 3 described in
relation with fig. 1. All references used on demonstra-
tion product track 2 are also used for demonstration
product track 40 and correspond to the same parts.
[0036] The means added to demonstration product
track 2 for obtaining demonstration product track 40 will
now be described. A first longitudinal U-shaped mem-
ber 41 is arranged on the free end part of the first arm
14 on the inner face 14a. Said first U-shaped member
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41 is defined by two substantially parallel leg members
42, 43 and a bottom part 44. A second longitudinal U-
shaped member 45 is arranged on the raised free end
part of the second arm 15 on the inner face 15a. Said
second U-shaped member 45 is defined by two sub-
stantially parallel leg members 46, 47 and a bottom part
48. Both U-shaped members 41, 45 are arranged so
that the open part of each are substantially facing each
other. A demonstration product locator 27, not shown,
including a plate may be inserted into the demonstration
product track 40. The dimensions of the plate are such
that the width allows the plate to be inserted between
the U-shaped members 41, 45. The plate is first slidably
inserted into U-shaped member 41, resting on the leg
member 43. Then, the plate is caused to rest on leg
member 47, and then slides down to bottom 48. Once
mounted, the edges of the plate will abut on the leg
members 46, respectively 42 if the plate is pulled in out-
side direction as the width of the plate is larger than the
distance from bottom 48 to free end of leg member 41.
As shown, leg member 42 is longer than leg member 46
while leg member 43, respectively 47 is preferably
longer than leg member 42, respectively 46.

[0037] With reference to fig.4, we will now describe
a demonstration product locator 27 which may be asso-
ciated to a demonstration product track 40 of fig.3. The
function of demonstration product locator 27 is to locate
demonstration products on a demonstration product
track 40. For that purpose, the demonstration product
locator 27 is associated to the retail product display sys-
tem in a covering relationship with demonstration prod-
uct track 40 so that, when demonstration products are
placed on the demonstration product track 40, said
demonstration products may either extend or be
reached with the fingers of the hand through openings
made correspondingly in said demonstration product
locator 27. Accordingly, demonstration product locator
27 comprises a plate member 28 which is shown flat,
but may have various other shapes as, for example,
curved. Openings 29 (only one can be seen) corre-
sponding to the shape of the demonstration products
are cut-out in the middle part of said plate member 28.
[0038] A first longitudinal L-shaped member 30 is
arranged on a first lateral region of said plate member
28. Said first L-shaped member 30 comprises a base
part 31 extending substantially perpendicularly (but not
necessarily) to the connecting face of said plate mem-
ber 28. spaced from the plate member 28, preferably at
the free end of said base part 31, a guide part 32
extends substantially parallel (but not necessarily) to
the plate member 28 in the outward direction of said
plate member 28.
[0039] A second longitudinal L-shaped member 35
is arranged on the same face of the plate member 28 as
the first L-shaped member 32, but in the lateral region
opposite to the one of the first L-shaped member 30.
Said second L-shaped member 35 comprises a base
part 36 extending substantially perpendicularly (but not

necessarily) to the connecting face of said plate mem-
ber 28. Spaced from the plate member 28, a guide part
37 extends from said base part 36 substantially parallel
(but not necessarily) to the plate member 28 in the out-
ward direction of said plate member 28. Base part 36
may extend beyond the guide part 37 as a triangle-
shaped part 38 for cooperating with the leg member 47
of demonstration product track 40. This part 38 may be
omitted.

[0040] Both longitudinal L-shaped members 30, 35
may be realised either continuously or in an interrupted
manner on the whole length of the demonstration prod-
uct locator 27.
[0041] The demonstration product locator 27 can
be obtained by injection moulding of plastic, or eventu-
ally by extrusion followed by cutting-out of the openings
29.
[0042] The dimensions of the first U-shaped mem-
ber 41 are adapted so that the guide part 32 of the first
L-shaped member 30 of the demonstration product
locator 27 may engage it.
[0043] The dimensions of said second U-shaped
member 45 are adapted so that the guide part 37 of the
second L-shaped member 35 of the demonstration
product locator 27 may engage it. The shape of the
lower leg member 47 is the inverse of the triangle part
38 of the guide part 37 so to make possible the resting
of the latter over its whole length on the leg member 47
when assembled. The two U-shaped members 41,45
are spaced so as to allow both the engagement of the
first L-shaped member 30 into the first U-shaped mem-
ber 41 and the engagement of the second L-shaped
member 35 into the second U-shaped member 45.
[0044] Mounting may be done by longitudinally slid-
ing the demonstration product locator 27 onto the dem-
onstration product track 40 while realising both
engagements. However, this embodiment allows also to
mount the demonstration product locator 27 in a facial
way onto the demonstration product track 40 in the fol-
lowing way. The distance between the free end of the
upper leg member 42 and the upper leg member 46 of
the second U-shaped member 45 is smaller than the
distance between the free end of the guide part 32 of
the first L-shaped member 30 and the free end of the
guide part 37 of the second L-shaped member 35. As a
consequence, it is not possible to realise both engage-
ments (and disengagements) at the same time by facial
mounting. However, it is possible to select dimensions
for the elements so that the facial mounting becomes
possible in three steps. This mounting is similar to the
mounting of the plate described in relation with fig.3.
The first step consists in engaging the first L-shaped
member 30 into the first U-shaped member 41, more
particularly, by engaging guide part 32 between the two
leg members 42, 43 substantially till abutment with the
bottom part 44.
[0045] The second step consists in lowering the
guide part 37 of the second L-shaped member 35 from
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the outside onto the bottom leg 47 of the second U-
shaped member 45 by passing the free end of the guide
part 37 in front of the free end of the upper leg member
46 of the second U-shaped member 45. The abutment
of the guide part 37 and its triangle-shaped part 38 onto
the leg member 47 is facilitated due to the fact that leg
member 47 is longer than leg member 46. The distance
between the free end of the upper leg member 46 of the
second U-shaped member 45 and the bottom part 44 of
the first U-shaped member 41 (i.e. the abutment sur-
face, in first and second step of mounting, of the demon-
stration product track 40 with the demonstration product
locator 27) is at least equal to the distance between the
free end of the guide part 37 of the second L-shaped
member 35 and the free end of the guide part 32 of the
first L-shaped member 30 (i.e. the abutment surface, in
first and second step of mounting, of the demonstration
product locator 27 with the demonstration product track
40). However, it is preferred that the distance between
the free end of the upper leg member 46 and the bottom
part 44 be very slightly smaller than the distance
between the free end of guide parts 32 and 37: this
allows an insertion by using the resilient characteristics
of the materials of the demonstration product locator 27
and demonstration product track 40 (the resilient char-
acteristics are than providing advantageously a supple-
mentary security for avoiding accidental disassembling
of the demonstration product locator 27 from the dem-
onstration product track 40). The third step consists in
sliding the guide part 37 of the second L-shaped mem-
ber 35 between the leg members 46, 47 of the second
U-shaped member 45 till abutment of the free end of
guide part 37 with the bottom part 48 and/or covering of
the shape of leg member 47 by the matching shape of
the guide part 37 and the triangle-shaped part 38. In
fact, the sliding in the third step is done automatically
due to the weight force of the demonstration product
locator 27. Insertion is facilitated by the triangle-shaped
part 38 gliding on upper leg member 46.

[0046] Once assembled as mentioned, it is not pos-
sible to remove facially the demonstration product loca-
tor 27 by simply pulling it because of the guide parts 32,
37 abutting against the outer leg members 42, 46. More
particularly, the distance between the free end of guide
part 32 and the free end of guide part 37 (i.e. the abut-
ment surface, when assembled, of the demonstration
product locator 27 with the demonstration product track
40 on the side of the second U-shaped member 45) is
greater than the distance between free end of leg mem-
ber 42 and the bottom part 48 (i.e. the abutment sur-
face, when assembled, of the demonstration product
track 40 with the demonstration product locator 27 on
the side of the second U-shaped member 45).
[0047] The demonstration product locator 27 may
be removed facially by firstly sliding demonstration prod-
uct locator 27 towards the first U-shaped member 41 so
that the guide part 32 of the first L-shaped member 30
abuts on the bottom part 44 of the first U-shaped mem-

ber. Secondly, the guide part 37 of the second L-shaped
member 35 is pulled up from the bottom leg member 47
of the second U-shaped member 45 out of the region of
the second U-shaped member 45 by passing the free
end of the guide part 37 in front of the free end of the
upper leg member 46 of the second U-shaped member
45. The last step consists in sliding the demonstration
product locator 27 so as to disengage the guide part 32
from the first U-shaped member 41.

[0048] It is of course possible to vary the shape and
dimensions of the L-shaped members 30, 35 and of the
U-shaped members 41, 45 as long as they are adapted
to cooperate.
[0049] Further, the manner of cooperating of the L-
shaped members 30, 35 with the U-shaped members
41, 45 may be varied by changing the dimensions of
these organs. For example, during first and secons step
of mounting, it has been described that the free end of
guide part 32 of first L-shaped member 32 substantially
abuts the bottom part 44 of first U-shaped member 41;
instead, it is possible to change dimensions so it is the
free end of leg member 42 that abuts base part 36.
Another example is, when demonstration product loca-
tor 27 is mounted on demonstration product track 40, it
has been described that the free end of guide part 37
abuts bottom part 48 and/or guide part 37 with triangle-
shaped part 38 cover matching shape of leg member
47; instead, it is possible to change dimensions so it is
the free end of leg member 46 that abuts base part 36.
A further example is that, once mounted, the demon-
stration product locator 27 rests on the demonstration
product track 40 by abutment of the guide parts 32, 37
on respectively the leg members 43, 47; instead, it is
possible to change dimensions so that it is plate mem-
ber 28 that abuts on the outward face of leg members
42, 46. As a result, leg members 43, 47 may then be
omitted: the L-shaped members 30, 35 are completed
by the plate member 28 so as to define U-shaped mem-
bers which are engaged by leg members 42, 46. This
illustrates the general possibility to have the longitudinal
U-shaped members 41, 45 on the demonstration prod-
uct locator 27 which cooperate with longitudinal L-
shaped members arranged on the demonstration prod-
uct track 40 instead of the inverse.
[0050] Alternately, it is also possible to reverse the
orientation of the U-shaped members 41, 45 by making
their open part facing away from each other and, hence,
to reverse the orientation of the L-shaped members 30,
35 by making the free ends of their guide parts 32, 37
face each other.
[0051] The embodiment described in relation with
fig.4 has several advantages compared to the previ-
ously existing systems. First, the rails (i.e. the U-shaped
members 41, 45), which may be unaesthetic, are no
more visible to consumers. Secondly, the width of the
demonstration product locator 27 is no more limited to
the distance between both rails.
[0052] So, all members that may be arranged on
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the demonstration product locator 27, as, for example, a
seat member for the pivot axle of a closing cover, may
be situated out of the region in which openings may be
arranged for locating demonstration products.

[0053] Furthermore, the location for demonstration
products on the demonstration product locator may con-
sist in a recess arranged on the plate member 28
extending over the U-shaped members 41, 45, thereby
allowing the placement of demonstration products
larger than the distance between said two U-shaped
members 41, 45. It is particularly preferred to use a
plate member 28 with appropriate thickness, i.e. a suffi-
ciently large thickness so to allow said recess to have
significant depth for providing good positioning of dem-
onstration products.
[0054] With reference to fig.5, we will now describe
another embodiment of the demonstration product loca-
tor according to the invention. The demonstration prod-
uct locator, now referenced 49, is identical, in particular
as regards shapes and dimensions, to the demonstra-
tion product locator described in relation with fig.4,
except for the guide part 32 of first L-shaped member
30. The demonstration product locator 49 shown in fig.5
comprises a modified guide part now referenced 33.
[0055] At the free end of base part 31, a guide part
33 extends parallel to the plate member 28 in the out-
ward direction of said plate member 28. The thickness
in the direction of the free end of the guide part 33
diminishes abruptly by forming a face 34a substantially
perpendicular to the guide part 33 so as to form a step-
shaped guide part 34, said step-shaped part 34 being
realised on the side of the guide part 33 facing away
from the plate member 28. The total length of the guide
part 33, including the step-shaped part 34, is identical to
the length of the guide part 32 in the embodiment of
fig.4. The thickness of the guide part 33 before its step-
shaped part 34 is identical to the thickness of the guide
part 32 in the embodiment of fig.4.
[0056] The way of mounting the demonstration
product locator 49 onto demonstration product track 40
is similar to the way described in reference with fig.3
and 4, the reference to the guide part 32 being replaced
with the reference to the guide part 33, including its
step-shaped part 34.
[0057] However, once mounting is finished, since
the length of the step-shaped part 34 is so selected, the
first L-shaped member 30 rests on the bottom leg mem-
ber 43 with exclusively the step-shaped part 34 and
face 34a is adjacent to the free end of inner leg member
43.
[0058] As a consequence, this embodiment has the
advantage of diminishing the transversal floating of the
demonstration product locator 49 in the demonstration
product track 40.
[0059] This transversal floating, in embodiment of
fig.4, is due to the fact that the distance between the
free end of the guide parts 32, 37 of the L-shaped mem-
bers 30, 35 is smaller than the distance between the

bottom parts 44, 48 of the U-shaped members 41, 45 as
it results from the description of said embodiment. The
embodiment of fig.5 diminishes greatly this transversal
floating because, if an effort to slide the demonstration
product locator 49 in the direction of the first U-shaped
member 41 occurs, the face 34a of the guide part 33 will
abut on the free end of the inner leg member 43 and so
limit the movement.

[0060] On the other hand, the facial disassembling
of the demonstration product locator 49 from demon-
stration product track 40 is more complicated compared
to the embodiment of fig.4. The first step consists in
pulling demonstration product locator 49 so that guide
part 33 of the first L-shaped member 30 abuts the upper
leg member 42 of the first U-shaped member 41. At this
moment, face 34a of guide part 33 does no longer abut
on the free end of the inner leg member 43. So, it
becomes possible to slide demonstration product loca-
tor 49 towards the first U-shaped member 41 so that the
guide part 33 via its step-shaped part 34 abuts on the
bottom part 44 of the first U-shaped member 41.
[0061] From this moment on, the disassembling is
continued in the same manner as for the embodiment of
fig.4. As seen, the facial disassembling of demonstra-
tion product locator 49 from demonstration product
track 40 is more complicated compared to the embodi-
ment of fig.4; this is an advantage as it further dimin-
ishes the risk of undesired removal of the demonstration
product locator 49 from the demonstration product track
40 by consumers in a shop.
[0062] Fig.6 is a schematic view showing a cross-
section of a part of a retail product display system hav-
ing a demonstration product track 40 with an associated
demonstration product locator 49 of the type described
in fig.5.
[0063] With reference to fig.7, we will now describe
another embodiment of the invention comprising a dem-
onstration product locator 50. The demonstration prod-
uct locator 50 is identical, in particular as regards
shapes and dimensions, to demonstration product loca-
tor 49 described in relation with fig.5, except for the
base part 31 of the first L-shaped member 30. The mod-
ification may also be done on the demonstration product
locator 27 of the embodiment of fig.4. As a conse-
quence, the demonstration product locator 50 may be
used on the same retail product display system as the
demonstration product locator 49, in particular, demon-
stration product locator 50 may be mounted on the dem-
onstration product track 40 described in relation with
fig.3. All references used for describing demonstration
product locator 49 are also used for demonstration
product track 50 and correspond to the same parts. For
demonstration product locator 50, we will only describe
here the modified base part 31 of demonstration prod-
uct locator 49 which is longer and comprises an
extended part 52 (but the guide part 33 is arranged at
the same distance relatively to the plate member 28).
[0064] A demonstration product support 51 is
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arranged with a first wall 53 onto the base part 31 of the
first U-shaped member on the side opposite to the guide
part 33. Due to the increased length of the base part 31
up to the extended part 52, an efficient securing, by
means of glue or screws or similar, of wall 53 of the
demonstration product support 51 onto the base part 52
becomes possible. Of course, the length of base part 31
may not be increased if it offers sufficient surface for
allowing an efficient securing of wall 53.

[0065] The demonstration product support 51 is
constituted by a plate member presenting two folds
forming two opposite walls 53, 55 linked by a bottom
wall 54. Once the demonstration product support 51 is
associated onto demonstration product locator 50, dem-
onstration product support 51 extends partly through a
corresponding opening 29 of demonstration product
locator 50. A longitudinal notch 54a may be arranged on
the bottom wall 54 of the demonstration product support
51, said notch 54a cooperating with the edge of the
opening 29 laying opposite to the first L-shaped mem-
ber 30 in order to improve the securing of the demon-
stration product support 51 on the demonstration
product locator 28. Once the retail product display sys-
tem, obtained by assembling demonstration product
locator 50 equipped with demonstration product support
51, with the shelf support track 1 and the communica-
tion track 3, is secured onto an edge 4 of a shelf, and by
selecting an appropriate angle between demonstration
product track 40 and shelf support track 1, the bottom
wall 54 may be substantially horizontal so that demon-
stration products may be placed on it.
[0066] The length of the demonstration product
support 51 and of the corresponding opening 29 can be
variable. It is of course possible to arrange several dem-
onstration product supports 51 through several corre-
sponding openings 29 arranged longitudinally onto
demonstration product locator 50 in spaced relation-
ship.
[0067] It is less advantageous to secure a demon-
stration product support directly onto the plate member
28 of the demonstration product locator 50 because the
shape of the demonstration product support has to be
adapted and will be more complex, in particular, it will
need an additional fold for obtaining an additional wall
which will be associated onto the plate member 28.
Thus, the described embodiment provides an improve-
ment over the prior art since only two folds are needed.
[0068] With reference to fig.8, we will now describe
another embodiment of the invention comprising a dem-
onstration product locator 57. The demonstration prod-
uct locator 57 is identical, in particular as regards
shapes and dimensions, to demonstration product loca-
tor 27 described in relation with fig.4, except for the free
end part of the plate member 28 on the side of the first
L-shaped member 30. The modification may also be
done on all other described embodiments of the demon-
stration product locator, in particular demonstration
product locator 49 of fig.5 or demonstration product

locator 50 of fig.7. As a consequence, the demonstra-
tion product locator 57 may be used on the same retail
product display system as the demonstration product
locator 27, in particular, demonstration product locator
50 may be mounted on the demonstration product track
40 described in relation with fig.3. Unchanged refer-
ences used in relation with fig.8 designate the same
parts as referred to in previous figures. For demonstra-
tion product locator 57, we will only describe here the
modified end part of the plate member 28 of demonstra-
tion product locator 27 for obtaining demonstration
product locator 57.

[0069] A rectangular recess 64 is arranged on the
end part of the plate member 28 on the side of and on
the same face that the first L-shaped member 30. Two
opposite face of said recess extend longitudinally. The
recess may have another shape, for example, a circle.
[0070] A hole of preferentially square section
arranged in the middle part of said recess 64, passes
through the plate member 28 in a substantially perpen-
dicular manner relatively to its faces. The hole may be
obtained by punching-out or by means of laser cutting.
[0071] Two opposite walls of said hole 65 extend
longitudinally. A seat member 56 (or bridge member) is
arranged in hole 65 and recess 64. The seat member 56
comprises two leg members 58, 60 facing each other in
spaced relationship and which are linked at one end
thereof by an annular part 62. Foot members 59, 61 are
arranged on the opposite end of each of said leg mem-
bers 58, 60, said foot members 59, 61 facing away from
each other. The seat member 56 is made of plastic for
instance and the leg members are resilient. The seat
member 56 is engaged through the hole 65 by pinching
together both leg members 58, 60 and inserting them
through the hole 65 until both foot members 59, 61
extend into the recess 64. At this moment, by releasing
them, each leg member 58, 60 presses against a
respective side of the hole 65 for firmly maintaining the
seat member 56 onto the plate member 28. On the
other hand, the foot members 59, 61 engage with the
bottom of the recess 64 in order to prevent said seat
member from sliding out of the hole 65. The height of
said foot members 59, 61 is smaller than or equal to the
depth of said recess 64, to prevent them from extending
outside the plate member 28. This will allow placing
seat members 56 at an upper location of the plate mem-
ber 28, thus extending the space dedicated to product
demonstration. On the other side of the plate member
28, each leg member 58, 60 exhibits, on its external
face, a shoulder 66, 67 abutting said plate member 28
so as to prevent the seat member 56 from sliding
through the hole 65 in the direction of the recess 64.
Hence, the foot members 59, 61 will not extend outside
of plate member 28 and so, said foot members 59, 61
may not obstruct the mounting of the demonstration
product locator 57 onto the demonstration product track
40 because of contacting parts of said demonstration
product track, in particular the first U-shaped member
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41. Shoulders 66, 67 may be avoided if foot members
59, 61 abut on e.g. the U-shaped member 41. The hol-
low 63 defined by the internal face of the annular part 62
is substantially circular and its axis is longitudinal. A
second seat member 62 (not shown) is arranged on the
plate member 28 by engagement through a second hole
65 and recess 64 (not shown) in longitudinal spaced
relationship with the first seat member 56, but the axis
of the hollows 63 being identical. Hence, it is possible to
arrange a pivot axle (not shown) through said hollows
63 on which may be articulated a cover (not shown) the
purpose of which is to close a corresponding opening
29 of the plate member 28. The rotation of said cover
may be limited by an external shoulder 71 arranged on
the top of the annular part 62. Such an articulated cover
is particularly advantageous when the demonstration
product accessible through said opening 29 consists in
a powder because the powder is protected against
draughts. In a preferred embodiment, several recesses
64 are arranged in a longitudinal direction and in spaced
relationship on the demonstration product locator 57
which define as many possible locations for seat mem-
bers 56. According to the need of seat members 56
depending on the use of the demonstration product
locator, through holes 65 will subsequently be formed at
only certain of said recesses 64.

[0072] In the past, the seat members were moulded
in one piece with the demonstration product track with
the aesthetical drawback of exhibiting possibly unused
seat members when no articulated cover is desired.
This embodiment alleviates this drawback by leaving
the choice to the user whether or not to associate seat
members onto the demonstration product track.
[0073] With reference to fig.9, we will now describe
another embodiment of the invention comprising a dem-
onstration product locator 68. The demonstration prod-
uct locator 68 is identical, in particular as regards
shapes and dimensions, to demonstration product loca-
tor 27 described in relation with fig.3, except for the free
end part of the plate member 28 on the side of the first
L-shaped member 30. The modification may also be
done on all other described embodiments of the demon-
stration product locator, in particular demonstration
product locator 49 of fig.5, demonstration product loca-
tor 50 of fig.7 and demonstration product locator 57 of
fig.8. As a consequence, the demonstration product
locator 68 may be used on the same retail product dis-
play system as the demonstration product locator 27, in
particular, demonstration product locator 68 may be
mounted on the demonstration product track 40
described in relation with fig.4. Unchanged references
used in relation with fig.9 designate the same parts as
referred to in previous figures. For demonstration prod-
uct locator 68, we will only describe here the modified
end part of the plate member 28 of demonstration prod-
uct locator 27 for obtaining demonstration product loca-
tor 68.
[0074] A longitudinal notch 69 is arranged in the

end part of the plate member 28 corresponding to the
first L-shaped member 30 and situated on the face
opposite to the latter. The notch 69 has a V-shaped sec-
tion defined by two walls 74, 75 linked by a restrained
bottom part. The wall 74, which is the nearest to the end
of the plate member 28, is inclined towards the nearest
end of plate member 28 from the bottom part on. The
other wall 75 is substantially perpendicular to the main
faces of the plate member 28.

[0075] The end 78 of the plate member 28 near the
notch 69 is slightly curved and meets the face of the
plate member 28 opposite of the one having the notch
69 with another notch 70. A label support 79 is arranged
onto said end 78. Said label support 79 is defined by
two leg members 72, 73 facing each other and linked by
a rounded part on one of their respective ends. Said
label support 79 is made of, e.g. transparent resilient
plastic. Its two leg members resiliently press against
one another. First leg member 72 is substantially
straight. Said second leg member 73 is defined by a first
part 76 which is linked at one end to the first leg mem-
ber via the rounded part. Said first part 76 joins a sec-
ond part 77, the shape of which is the inverse of the
shape of the end 78, notch 70 included, of the plate
member 28.
[0076] The label support 79 is mounted onto the
end 78 of the plate member 28 by snapping the first leg
member 72 into the notch 69 and the second part 77 of
the second leg member 73 around the end 78 so that
the free end of said second part 77 engages the notch
70. The first leg member 72 will rest along the inclined
wall 74. The space between said first leg member 72
and the first part 76 of said second leg member 73 may
receive a corresponding label. The label may be
inserted longitudinally or by slightly separating the two
leg members 72, 73 and passing it between the latter
(before mounting it on the plate member 28, in the latter
case). When mounted onto demonstration product loca-
tor 68, the label support 79 extends upwardly with
respect to the latter so that consumers may read the
labels when the retail product display system, including
said demonstration product locator 68, is secured on a
shelf edge 4. Of course, the shapes of the label support
79 as well as the end 78 of the demonstration product
locator 68 may be varied.
[0077] This embodiment is advantageous because
it allows to fit labels on another location of the retail
product display system than its communication track;
this possibility did not exist in the past. So, it makes
information clearer for consumers. In particular, it allows
to use one series of labels for unvarying data about the
products, as for example, the name of the product and
technical information about it, which will be placed on
the communication track 3 and a second series of labels
for data that changes more often in time, as for example,
the price of the product, which will be placed on label
supports 79.
[0078] With reference to fig. 10, we will now
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describe another embodiment of the invention compris-
ing a demonstration product locator 80 which is similar
to any one of the embodiments described up-to-now.
References of previous figures are still used for refer-
encing identical parts. Demonstration product locator
80 comprises a flat shaped member 28 and a first longi-
tudinal L-shaped member 30 with three interruptions so
that it defines four longitudinal L-shaped parts 30a, 30b,
30c, 30d. Demonstration product locator 80 comprises
two seat members on each extremity, moulded in one
piece with the plate member 28. Demonstration product
locator 80 further comprises three recesses 64a, 64b,
64c for optionnaly receiving additional seat members 56
(not shown). Each recess 64a, 64b, 64c is preferably
arranged (partly) between two consecutive L-shaped
parts, respectively 30a, 30b; 30b, 30c; 30c, 30d. Said
additional seat members 56 have, when mounted, the
same axis as the seat members 55a and 55b in order to
be used together for receiving a pivot axle on which a
cover is articulated (not shown).

[0079] The distance between the extremity of the
plate member 28 at the side of seat member 55a and a
location between the second L-shaped part 30b and the
first recess 64a corresponds to one of what will be
called a "Plé unit" (one Plé unit is equal to about 78
mm); a small transversal groove 81a may be present at
this location. The distance between said location identi-
fied by the small groove 81a and a location between the
third L-shaped part 30c and the second recess 64b cor-
responds to a half Plé unit and is identified here by a
small transversal groove 81b. Similarly, the distance
between said location identified by the small groove 81b
and the location identified by the small groove 81c cor-
responds a half Plé unit. The distance between said
location identified by the small groove 81c and the
extremity of the plate member 28 at the side of seat
member 55b corresponds to a half Plé unit.
[0080] According to the size of the demonstration
products to locate as well as the length of the associ-
ated demonstration product track, the demonstration
product locator 80 may be cut into sub-elements of
selected length. The first possibility is to cut the demon-
stration product locator 80 transversely at the level of
the first groove 81a. As a result, the demonstration
product locator 80 has then a length of one Plé unit
comprising the first seat member 55a and the first
recess 64a adapted to receive a removable seat mem-
ber 56, and hence, it is possible to fit the pivot axle of a
cover on them. The second possibility is to cut the dem-
onstration product locator 80 transversely at the level of
the second groove 81b. As a result, the demonstration
product locator 80 has then a length of 1,5 Plé unit com-
prising the first seat member 55a and the second
recess 64b adapted to receive a removable seat mem-
ber 56 and hence, it is possible to fit the pivot axle of a
cover (which may be larger as in the first variant) on
them. In the same way, it is possible to transversely cut
the plate member 28 according to third groove 81c for

obtaining a 2 Plé units long demonstration product loca-
tors. The remaining parts, after cutting, may also be
used as demonstration product locator. The cutting out
may be done, for example, by means of a cutting disc or
a laser beam. The fact that the first L-shaped member
53 is interrupted at each end of full Plé and half Plé
parts facilitates the cutting. Of course, demonstration
product locator 80 may be used with its full length with-
out cutting it into sub-elements. Alternately, it is also
possible to omit seat members 55a and 55b and replace
them with recesses 64 adapted to receive removable
seat members 56.

[0081] Several sub-elements of demonstration
product locator 80 or several entire demonstration prod-
uct locator 80 may be mounted adjacent on a same
demonstration product track 40 according to the wish of
the user.
[0082] The length of the small grooves 81a, 81b,
81c may be limited or, on the contrary, extend over sub-
stantially the whole width of the demonstration product
locator. In the latter case, said grooves may also be
deep enough to obtain a divisible demonstration prod-
uct locator. Of course, other kind of marks may be used.
Said grooves may also be absent.
[0083] It is of course possible to select another
number of sub-elements composing the demonstration
product locator 80 instead of the four described.
[0084] The advantage of the embodiment
described in relation with fig. 10 is to limit down to one
the number of molds necessary to produce demonstra-
tion product locators of different lengthes in a simple
manner.
[0085] With reference to fig. 11, we will now
describe another embodiment of the invention.
[0086] Fig. 11 shows a cross-section of a part of a
retail product display system comprising a lighting tube
91, for example, of the neon type, and its support 90 as
well as a glass screen 86, preferably a frosted glass
screen. The retail product display system is similar to
any one of those described up-to-now; in particular, fig.
11 shows a demonstration product track 40 of fig.3 and
a communication track 3 of fig. 1. The lighting tube 91
extends longitudinaly on the concave side of the com-
munication track 3. The ligthing tube 91 is held by an
associated longitudinal support 90 held on communica-
tion track 3.
[0087] The lighting tube 91 and its support 91 may
be a standard type available in the trade and their length
is preferably a bit shorter than communication track 3.
Said support 90 is secured onto communication track 3
by various means, such as via end caps, as it will be
described in relation with fig. 12. The glass screen
extends from the end region of the communication track
3 (near the hook-shaped member 23) to the demonstra-
tion product track 40. It can extend over substantially
the whole width of said demonstration product track 40
or only a part thereof, as shown. A longitudinal hinge
member 84 made, for example, of plastic, is arranged
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on the bottom end of communication track 3 by means,
for example, of glue. Said hinge member 84 exhibits a
channel 85 which is open in a direction substantially
perpendicular to the concave face 22b or eventually in
an upward direction. Said hinge member 84 engages
with a longitudinal frosted glass screen 86 which dif-
fuses the light of the lighting tube 91. The lighting tube
91 and its support 90 are located between the commu-
nication track 3 and the frosted glass screen 86. Said
frosted glass screen 86 has a curved cross-section.
One or several springs 89 are secured by one end onto
the upper end part 87 region of frosted glass screen 86,
on its concave face. The opposite end 88 of frosted
glass screen 86 is shaped so that it may fit in the chan-
nel 85 of the hinge member 84 arranged on communi-
cation track 3. The other end of spring 89 is secured on
communication track 3 near the region of its channel 25.
The spring 89 maintains the frosted glass screen 86 in
its engagement position in channel 85 and causes the
end 87 of said frosted glass screen to abut on second
arm 15 of the demonstration product track 40.

[0088] Alternately, the rotatable engagement of the
hinge member with the end 88 of the frosted glass
screen may be obtained with various other means. The
hinge member 84 may also be obtained in one piece
with communication track 3.
[0089] The ballast (not shown) of the lighting tube
91 is preferably not secured onto communication track 3
because it is usually relatively voluminous. Said ballast
may advantageously be fitted under the shelf support
track of the corresponding retail product display system
or on some appropriate location under the shelf on
which the latter is secured.
[0090] Fig. 12 shows one extremity of the communi-
cation track 3 of fig. 11. An end cap 82 made, for exam-
ple, of plastic or aluminium, is arranged on the extremity
of communication track 3. The end cap is secured on
communication track 3 in a press-fit manner by pinching
resiliently the extremity of communication track 3
between a tab 83 on the concave face 22b of communi-
cation track 3 and one other tab part (not shown) on the
convex face 22a of communication track 3. A second
end cap of the 82 type, but symetrical, is engaged on
the opposite extremity of communication track 3.
[0091] The tab 83 of both end caps 82 are used to
secure, by means of glue, screws or similar, the support
90 (not shown) and its lighting tube 91. The support 90
may also simply be maintained in press-fit manner
between communication track 3 and tab 83.
[0092] With reference to fig. 13, we will now
describe a prefered embodiment of the invention similar
to the one shown in fig.11 and fig.12. Fig.13 shows one
extremity of the communication track 3 of fig.1. For sake
of clarity, the channel 25 has not been represented (it
would be on the upper part of communication track 3 as
shown in fig. 12). An end cap 96a is arranged on the
extremity of the communication track 3.
[0093] Another end cap 96b (not shown), similar but

symetrical, is arranged on the other extremity of the
communication track 3. The comments will be limited to
the side of end cap 96 as the comments for the side of
the opposite end cap are identical.

[0094] The end caps 96a, 96b are used for securing
the longitudinal support 90 (not shown, see fig. 11) for
the lighting tube 91 and the frosted screen 107. In this
embodiment, no hinge member (as hinge member 84 of
fig. 11) has to be arranged directly on communication
track 3.
[0095] The end cap 96a is secured on communica-
tion track 3 in a press-fit manner by pinching resiliently
the extremity of communication track 3 between a tab
97 on the concave face 22b of communication track 3
and a tab part (not shown) on the convex face 22a of the
communication track 3. The free end of tab 97 exhibits
a part 98 extending substantially perpendiculary to the
communication track 3 in a direction opposite to the
communication track 3, i.e. tab 97 with part 98 form a L-
shaped member. A first hole is arranged in tab 98 with
an axis parralel to communication track 3. A screw 99 is
arranged through said hole and the head of said screw
99 rests on tab 98 on the side of the extremity of the
communication track 3. Said screw 99 is used to secure
the longitudinal support 90 for the lighting tube 91. On
fig.13, only the extremity 103 of said support 90 is
shown, said extremity receiving the lighting tube 91.
Said extremity 103 is extended by a longitudinal tab
101. The free end of said tab 101 exhibits a part 102
extending away from communication track 3 in a sub-
stantially perpendicular fashion, i.e. tab 101 with part
102 form a L-shaped member. Tab 102 has a threaded
hole cooperating with the threaded part of screw 99. As
a consequence, the longitudinal support 90 is held by
the end caps 96a, 96b through one screw 99 at each
extremity.
[0096] Further, this allows also to hold both end
caps 96a, 96b on communication track 3 due to the
tightening effect by screwing both end caps 96a, 96b on
the support 90. Hence, the above mentionned press-fit
securing of end cap 96a (and end cap 96b) onto com-
munication track 3 may be omitted. Alternately, said
hole in tab 102 may not be threaded in which case a
corresponding nut will be used with screw 99. Further,
this system allows to secure lighting tube of standard
lengthes onto communication track 3 having varying
lengthes because screw 99 allows to compensate thes
length variations, and it is even possible to select the
length of screw 99 accordingly if necessary. The end
cap 96 may be made e.g. in plastic or in aluminium.
[0097] We will now describe how the frosted screen
is articultated onto the end cap 76. The longitudinal
frosted screen 107 has the same general shape as
screen 86 in fig. 11.
[0098] However, screen 107 has a longitudinal
bead member 100 arranged on its edge on the side of
communication track 3, in the extremity region. The
length of said bead member 100 is limited compared to
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the length of the whole screen 107. A longitudinal hole
is arranged through said bead member 100. A transver-
sal portion of said bead member 100 and a further part
of screen 107 are removed, either through the moulding
itself or by cutting out. Said transversal portion is slightly
larger than the thickness of tab 98.

[0099] The longitudinal location od said removed
transversal portion on both extremities of screen 107
are so that they are separed by a length corresponding
to the distance between tabs 98 of each end cap 96a,
96b mounted on communication track 3. Each tab 98 is
engaged into said removed transversal portions of
screen 107. A screw 104 is arranged through both the
longitudinal hole of bead member 100 and a second
longitudinal hole arranged on tab 98 below the first lon-
gitudinal hole for screw 99. A nut 105 is tightened on the
extremity of said screw 104. As a result, screen 107 is
held by and articulated on both end caps 96a, 96b. Fur-
thermore, a torsion spring 106 is arranged onto screw
104. A first leg member 106a of spring 106 pushes
against the outer wall of screen 107 and the second leg
member pushes against the concave face 22b of com-
munication track 3. As a result, said spring 106 pushes
screen 107 in direction of demonstration product track
so that the edge of said screen 107 abuts said demon-
stration product track (as shown in embodiment of fig.
11). However, it is possible to omit spring 106 and use a
spring 89 as shown in fig.11.
[0100] Alternately, bead member 100 may be real-
ised on the whole length of screen 107. The longitudinal
hole in said bead member 100 may then have a limited
length on each extremity region of screen 107 and be
threaded for receiving screw 104.
[0101] Alternately, spring 106 may be omitted. The
spring function for pushing screen 107 against product
demonstration track is obtained through screen 107
itself, as it may be taken from fig. 14. For sake of clarity,
fig. 14 shows only a part of end cap 96a and screen
107. To obtain said spring function, a longitudinal wing
member 107a is arranged on longitudinal bead member
(which is preferably arranged on the whole length of
screen 107) on the side opposite to screen 107. Screen
107 is mounted on end caps 96a, 96b in the same man-
ner than previously, i.e. a transversal portion is cut out
from bead member 100 and screen 107 as well as wing
member 107a in order to receive tab 98 and the whole
is maintained with a screw 99. When mounted, wing
member 107 abuts on the concave face 22b of commu-
nication track 3 and as a result screen 107 is rotated
upwardly against demonstration product track. By vary-
ing the angle of communication track 3 with the demon-
stration product track, screen 107 continue to abut on
the demonstration product track due to the resilient
characteristic of the plastic material used for screen
107.
[0102] The embodiments of fig. 13 and fig. 14 are
particularly advantageous as they can easily be
adapted on existing retail product demonstration track

without any modifications or adaptation of its main
parts, in particular, the communication track. There is
not even a hinge member to add on communication
track as it is the case in fig. 11 and fig. 12.

[0103] There is only to replace the existing end
caps with those described in these embodiments.
[0104] In relation with fig. 15, we will show the
advantages of the embodiments shown in fig. 11 to fig.
14. Fig. 15 is a side view showing three shelves 92a,
92b, 92c in superposed relationship, each having a
retail product display system repectively referenced 93,
95a, 95b comprising an illumination system secured on
its edge. In the past, lighting systems were secured
under the shelf in order to illuminate the retail product
display system located on the shelf underneath. Such
an illumination system 94 equips the retail product dis-
play system 93 of the upper shelf 92a. This system has
a drawback consisting in the fact that only the underly-
ing shelf 92b is well illuminated, but the communication
track as well as the demonstration products on the dem-
onstration product track of the associated retail product
display system 95a are only poorly illuminated, particu-
larly in the case of fig. 15 where the underlying shelf 92b
is larger than shelf 92a (for visual commodity of clients).
The remedy to this problem consisting in increasing the
power of the lighting system is not convenient because
it increases the power consumption and emits more
heat so that underlying products may be damaged and
hands of clients may be heated or burned.
[0105] The embodiment of fig. 11 to fig. 14 allevi-
ates these drawbacks as the lighting system supported
by communication track is located in the region above
the communication track of the underlying retail product
display system even if the underlying shelf is larger, at
least if the difference of width is kept within appropriate
limits. This result can be seen on fig. 14 with retail prod-
uct display system 95a (as well as retail product display
system 95b) which corresponds to any one of embodi-
ment of fig.11 to fig. 14.
[0106] The illumination system of retail product dis-
play system 95a illuminates the shelf 92c, the demon-
stration product track of retail product display system
95b as well as the communication track of the latter.
[0107] The invention is not limited to the embodi-
ments described. For example, the demonstration prod-
uct locator and lighting system according to the
invention may well be mounted on other existing retail
product display systems, if needed.

Claims

1. A retail product display system, including a shelf
support track (1), a demonstration product track (2)
and a communication track (3), said tracks being
linked with each other through engagement means
comprising bead members (9, 19) with ribs (10, 20)
and matching means comprising channels (16, 25)
and grooves (17a, 17b, 17c, 17d; 26a, 26b, 26c,

23 24

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 0 997 091 A1

14

26d, 26e), where said engagement means and
matching means engage slidably, at selected
angles, thereby preventing rotation thereof.

2. The retail product display system according to
claim 1, comprising a demonstration product loca-
tor (27; 49; 50; 57; 68; 80) having a plate member
(28) on which are arranged longitudinal L-shaped
engagement means (30, 35) with guide parts (32,
33, 37) extending substantially parallel to plate
member (28) in the outward direction, slidably
engaging matching means (41, 42, 43, 44; 45, 46,
47, 48) arranged on said demonstration product
track (40).

3. The retail product display system according to
claim 2, wherein said demonstration product locator
(49, 80) comprises L-shaped engagement means
(30) comprising a guide part (33) formed of a step-
shaped part (34), a face (34a) of which being sub-
stantially perpendicular to said guide part (33), said
face (34a) abuting on matching means (41, 43).

4. The retail product display system according to any
one of claim 2 or 3, wherein the demonstration
product locator (50) further comprises an extension
part (52) in the vicinity of the base part (31) being
able to secure a demonstration product support
(51) having two folds.

5. The retail product display system according to any
one of claims 2 to 4, wherein the demonstration
product locator (57) comprises on the plate mem-
ber (28) at least one recess (64) provided on the
face thereof carrying said L-shaped members (30,
35), said recess being adapted for receiving a hole
(65) able to secure a seat member (56), the leg
members of which (58; 60) may engage said hole
and said recess without standing proud of said face
carrying said L-shaped members.

6. The retail product display system according to any
one of claims 2 to 5, wherein said demonstration
product locator (80) further comprises a first and a
second longitudinal notch (69, 70) arranged on the
opposite faces of an edge region, said notches
being adapted for receiving two leg members (72,
73) pressing resiliently one against the other, of at
least one label support (79).

7. The retail product display system according to any
one of claims 2 to 6, wherein said demonstration
product locator (80) comprises interrupted L-
shaped engagement means (30a, 30b, 30c, 30d),
thereby defining sub-elements.

8. The retail product display system according to
claim 7, wherein the demonstration product locator

(80) comprises at least one groove (81a, 81b, 81c)
between two adjacent sub-elements.

9. The retail product display system according to any
one of claims 1 to 8, comprising a longitudinal light-
ing element (91) affixed beneath the communica-
tion track (3) and a longitudinal transparent or
translucent screen (86, 107) extending between
said demonstration product track and the longitudi-
nal end region of said communication track oppo-
site to the demonstration product track.

10. The retail product display system according to
claim 9, comprising two end caps (82; 96a, 96b)
and at least one support (90) for lighting element
(91), said end caps being arranged at each extrem-
ity of said communication track (3) and each of said
end caps having at least one tab (83; 97, 98)
through which said support is secured.

11. The retail product display system according to
claim 9 or 10, wherein said transparent or translu-
cent screen (107) is articulated on said end caps
(96a, 96b) and is linked to said communication
track through return means (89, 106, 107a).

12. The retail product display system according to
claim 9 or 10, wherein said glass screen (86) is
articulated on a longitudinal edge region of commu-
nication track (3) opposite to the demonstration
product track (2, 40), said glass screen being fur-
ther linked to said communication track through
return means (89).
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