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(54) Title: IMPROVED AIR FILTER

(57) Abstract: The invention relates to an air filter which is intended
for an air conditioning system. The air filter ( 1 ) comprises a disc
type filter element (2) and a power unit (3), preferably an electric
motor, which is connected to the filter element for rotating the same.
The filter element (2) is arranged in connection with a ventilation
duct (4), such that it is placed outside an aperture (4a) of the ventila
tion duct (4) at a first distance (s) therefrom, and such that it is con
centric with the ventilation duct. The ventilation duct is supplied by
way of the aperture with air (A) cleaned by the air filter. According
to the invention, the air filter further comprises a ring type collar (5),
which is arranged outside the aperture (4a) of the ventilation duct at
a second distance (k) therefrom concentrically with the ventilation
duct (4). The collar (5) is adapted to widen towards the aperture
(4a). The collar (5) is most preferably in the shape of a truncated
cone.

o
o
I C. i

o

o

Improved air filter

The invention relates to an improved air filter as defined in the preamble of claim
1.
Prior known from the present Applicant's earlier European patent application EP
22751 87 is an air filter intended for an air conditioning system, comprising a d isc

like filter element and a power unit, preferably an electric motor, that is connected
to the filter element for rotating it. The filter element is arranged in connection with
a ventilation duct, such as outside an aperture of the ventilation duct, at a distance
therefrom and concentrically with the ventilation duct. Air is supplied by way of the
air filter and the aperture into the ventilation duct.
A problem with the air filter is that the rotating filter element spreads a major po r
tion of the impurities back in the air, thus circulating the same e.g. in indoor air.
One option for solving the problem is to provide around the air filter a collecting
tank, such as disclosed in the above-mentioned

European patent application. This

provides a capability of collecting and removing liquid impurity droplets in and out
of the collecting tank, but small solid particles swirl within the air flows of the c o l
lecting tank and the filter element, and spread back into indoor air. In the worst
case, at least some of the filter element's holes are clogged by small impurity partides
It is an object of the invention to eliminate problems related, among others, to the

above-presented

air filter. Another object of the invention is to provide a new im

proved air filter by means of which the air being conveyed in a ventilation system
can be effectively cleaned of small solid particles.
The improved air filter according to the invention is characterized by what is p re
sented in claim 1. Preferred embodiments of the invention are presented in the
dependent claims.
The invention relates to an air filter which is intended for an air conditioning sys
tem, comprising a disc type filter element and a power unit, preferably an electric
motor, which is connected to the filter element for rotating the same, said filter e l
ement being arranged in connection with a ventilation duct in such a way that the
filter element is placed outside an aperture of the ventilation duct at a first distance

therefrom and concentrically with the ventilation duct, said ventilation duct being
supplied by way of the aperture with air to be cleaned. According to the invention,
the air filter further comprises a ring type collar, which is arranged outside the a p
erture of the ventilation duct at a second distance therefrom concentrically with the

ventilation duct.
In

a first preferred embodiment of the invention, one end of the collar has a d ia me

ter which is equal to or larger than the diameter of the ventilation duct, especially
that of the aperture.
In

a second preferred embodiment of the invention, the collar is adapted to widen

towards the aperture.
In

a third preferred embodiment of the invention, the collar is in the shape of a

truncated cone.
In

a fourth preferred embodiment of the invention, the first distance exceeds the

second one, the filter element being arranged inside an area/space defined by the
collar.
A benefit of the invention is the effective removal of solid particles, such as dust,
from the air to be exhausted. The invention is particularly effective when there is a
large amount of impurities; the air filter is not clogged by impurities but, instead,

the latter can be conveyed along with the air flow through a gap between the collar
and the ventilation duct radially away from the filter element.

Another benefit of the invention is that the filter element can be made of any air
permeable filter material.
A further benefit of the invention is that the air filter is easy to clean.
A benefit of the invention is also a simple and light structure.
The invention and its other advantages will now be described in more detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
fig. 1

shows in a partial cross-section an air filter of the invention, which is a r
ranged in connection with a ventilation duct, and

fig. 2

shows in a partial front view cross-section the air filter of fig. 1.

In the figures, like parts are designated by like reference numerals.

One preferred air filter for an air conditioning system is illustrated in fig. 1. An air
filter 1 comprises a disc type filter element 2 and a power unit 3 , which is connect
ed to the filter element 2 for rotating the same. The filter element 2 is arranged in

connection with a ventilation duct 4 . In this exemplary embodiment, the filter element 2 is made of a perforated plate 20.
In

the embodiment of fig. 1, the power unit 3 , preferably an electric motor 3 1 , has

its rotating shaft 32 attached to the middle of the disc type filter element 2 , such as

a circular perforated plate 20. The power unit 3 , the perforated plate 20, and
thereby the entire air filter 1, are secured by means of fasteners 10 to the ventilation duct 4 , preferably on a center axis A-A of the ventilation duct. This makes it

concentric with the ventilation duct 4 .
The air filter's 1 filter element 2 , such as the perforated plate 20, is arranged in
connection with the ventilation duct 4 , in this case in connection with an aperture
4a or outlet of the ventilation duct, such that it is located outside the aperture 4a at
a small distance s therefrom in such a way that a space or gap 4 1 defined by the
first distance s is at the same time established between an edge 4b of the outlet
4a and a wall w or the like surface. In this exemplary embodiment, indoor air is to
be conveyed out from indoor space by way of the exhaust air duct 4 .
In one preferred embodiment, the air filter 1 has its fasteners 7 comprising a first

fastening bush or pipe 7 1 , in the middle of which is secured by suitable arms 72,
such as four arms spaced at 90 degrees from each other, a second fastening bush

or pipe 73, inside which the power unit 3 , such as the electric motor 3 1 , is fitted
and secured. The first fastening bush 7 1 has a diameter that enables its fitting

in

side the ventilation duct 4 and its propping against an inside wall of the ventilation
duct 4 , to which it can be clamped in place (and undamped and released, respec
tively). In a plane perpendicular to the center axis A-A of the ventilation duct 4 and
to the air flow direction, the arms 72 are relatively small in terms of their surface

area and compliant to the flow, such that the air drag caused by the arms on the
air flow in the duct is slight. It is obvious that there are also other per se known

ways of implementing the fasteners 7 .
In addition, the air filter 1 according to the invention comprises a ring type collar 5 .

The collar 5 is arranged outside the aperture 4a of the ventilation duct 4 at a s e
cond distance k from the aperture 4a or from a plane of the aperture or a wall or
some other structure. Hence, between the collar 5 and the aperture 4a of the ventilation duct 4 , particularly the edge 4b of the aperture, is established an annular

gap 6 whose width is said second distance k . The collar 5 is fitted concentrically in
the ventilation duct 4 , particularly with respect to the aperture 4a and thereby the
filter element 2 ; 20. Thus, the ventilation duct 4 , particularly its aperture, has its
center axis A-A coinciding with a perpendicular

center axis of both the filter ele-

ment 2 , such as the perforated plate 20, and the collar 5 .
The collar 5 has an open space 50 in its interior from the center axis A-A all the
way to the collar. Across this space 50 and through the rotating filter element 2 ; 20
flows the air into the ventilation duct 4 by way of its aperture 4a, and at the same
time also by way of the gap 6 , away from the air filter 1. The rotating filter element
2 ; 20 is arranged within a space defined jointly by the collar 5 and the aperture 4a.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the collar 5 is adapted to widen from a

first end 5 1 to a second end 52 towards the ventilation duct 4 , particularly towards
the aperture 4a. The first end 5 1 of the collar 5 has a diameter hi thereby smaller
than a diameter h2 of the second end 52. The collar 5 has its second end 52 close
to the ventilation duct aperture 4a, i.e. at the second distance k from the aperture
4a or from a plane tangential to the aperture 4a. Respectively, the collar 5 has its
first end 5 1 away from the aperture 4a by a distance which is the sum of the c o l
lar's width le and the second distance k . Hence, between the second end 52 of the
collar and the aperture 5a of the ventilation, or between a corresponding plane and
the edge 4 b of the the aperture, lies an annular gap 6 whose width is said second
distance k .
In a preferred embodiment

of the invention, the second end 52 of the collar 5 has

its diameter h2 equal to or larger than a diameter b of the ventilation duct 4 , espe
cially that of the aperture 4a. This enables providing the annular gap 6 along a periphery of the aperture 4a, i.e. along the edge 4 b of the aperture, and outside the
aperture, whereby the tangential air flow produced by the rotating filter element
can be assuredly directed outside the ventilation duct 4 , especially the aperture
4a.
In a preferred embodiment

of the invention, the collar 5 is in the shape of a trun-

cated cone.
In the most preferred embodiment

of the invention, the filter element 2 ; 20 and the

collar 5 are arranged relative to each other in such a way that a distance of the f il
ter element 2 ; 20 from the aperture 4a, i.e. the first distance s , is larger than a d is
tance of the collar from the aperture 4a, i.e. the second distance k . As a result, the

filter element 2 ; 20 is disposed in the space 50 defined by the collar 5 , i.e. inside
the collar 5 .
In principle, the air filter 1 works as follows. The filter element 2 , such as the perfo

rated

plate

20, is driven

in rapid

rotation,

such

as e.g. 500-3000

revolu-

tions/minute, by the power unit 3 , such as the electric motor 3 1 , whereby, with the
ventilation system being in operation at the same time, air is flowing through the
holes of the filter element 2 into the ventilation duct 4 and, at the same time, air is
flowing by way of the gap 6 away from the air filter. The airborne impurities, such
as particles, collide partly with the edges of the rotating filter element's 2 holes 23
and partly with an air cushion generated

by the rotating filter element. The air

cushion generated by the rotating filter element consists of a tangential air flow tv
(cf. fig. 2), along which the impurities proceed by virtue of a centrifugal force rad ial

ly towards a periphery 22 of the filter element 2 and fling out of the gap 6 away
from the filter element. Since the tangential air flow, which is generated by the rotation of the filter element 2 , particularly the perforated plate 20, in the proximity of
the periphery of the filter element 2 or within the confines of a space 4 1 , is more
powerful than a bypass flow iv generated by the suction of exhaust air in this pa r
ticular area, the result will be a sealing flow in the peripheral area of the rotating f il
ter element 2 , preventing the bypass flow of unpurified air by way of the gap 4 1 into the exhaust air duct 4 . Hence, the impurities are not allowed past the filter e le
ment 2 ; 20 into the ventilation duct 4 . O n the other hand, the impurities - at least
some of them - adhere to and accumulate on the filter element and must be pe ri
odically removed therefrom.
Regarding the air flow coming in through an opening at the first end 5 1 of the collar 5 , the amount passing by way of the gap 6 is in the order of 5-20% of the total
air flow, while the rest 95-80% passes through the filter element 2 ; 20 and travels
in a purified form along the ventilation duct 4 .

The collar 5 has an effect on the tangential air flow tv of the rotating filter element
2 ; 20. By means of the collar 5 , the air flow tv and impurities contained therein, especially solid and light particles, are guided to proceed out of the air filter 1 by way
of the annular gap 6 between the collar and a building surface, such as a wall or
roof, co-directional with the aperture 4a.
Since the filter element 2 ; 20 is located in the space 50 defined by the collar 5 , i.e.
inside the collar 5 , the tangential air flow generated by the rotating filter element 2 ;

20, and impurities possibly contained therein, are guided by means of the collar 5

into the annular gap 6 and further out of the air filter 1.
In the above-presented

embodiments of the invention, it is essential to deny the

access of small impurity particles, such as e.g. particles in size category 0,1 - 1 0
µιτι ,

into the ventilation duct. Accordingly, the air filter 1 is fitted e.g. in connection

with the air intake of an inlet air duct outside a building, whereby it is important just
to displace the impurities effectively and directly away from the immediate vicinity

of the air filter. In particular, it should be noted that, even with a very large amount
of particles, such as dust particles, the air filter will not be clogged as the particles
have a designated direct exit route by way of the annular gap 6 to the outside of
the air filter, e.g. into a vacant space. In addition, the air flow through the gap 6
away from the air filter is powerful, thus carrying light and solid particles along with
it and preferably far away from the air filter. If the air filter is an enclosed unit, it is

susceptible to become clogged by large amounts of particles.
In an alternative preferred embodiment of the invention, the annular gap 6 is co n

nected to an appropriate collecting channel, and the latter e.g. to a particle collec
tor or the like particle trap. The collecting channel comprises e.g. an annular c han
nel fitted around the gap 6 , and an extension channel interconnected therewith,

the latter having a particle collector which is most preferably easy to replace
and/or clean.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the perforated plate 20 is a straight

panel 2 1 of equal thickness. In terms of its periphery 22, it is circular and provided
with holes 23. The perforated plate has its holes 23 most preferably arranged on
the panel 2 1 within an area 231 defined between radii R , r (cf. fig. 2), wherein R is
smaller than a radius a/2 of the panel (a = perforated plate's diameter). The first
radius is e.g. in the order of 70-90% of the panel's diameter a , and the second ra
dius is e.g. 10-20% of the panel's diameter a .
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the perforated plate 20 is made of

metal, such as stainless sheet steel. Alternatively, the perforated plate consists of
e.g. aluminum sheet. It should be noted that also other generally employed metals

and/or metal alloys are relevant. It should also be noted that other solid, preferably
flexible materials are also applicable to the perforated plate, such as e.g. plastics
like acryl and polycarbonate.

All in all, the perforated plate 20 making up the filter element 2 is implementable in

a multitude of ways. The shape, size, number and disposition of holes in the perfo
rated plate 20 can vary, and so can the perforated plate's diameter and aperture
ratio, depending on the application. Various optional perforated plate configurations have been described in the present Applicant's European patent application
EP 22751 87.
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the disc type filter element 2 consists

of an air permeable rigid material. Being permeable to air results from the fact that
the material has small structural holes, i.e. the holes have a diameter within the
range of e.g. 10 µιτι to 10 mm, and the number of holes is sufficient not to gener
ate a major pressure difference across the filter element when the air filter is in
operation. Examples of filter element materials are, among others, a dense metal
or plastic mesh and a filter cloth or the like.

The invention is not limited to concern just the above-described exemplary embodiment, but many modifications are possible while remaining within the scope of an
inventive concept as defined in the claims.

Claims
1.

A n air filter

(1)

which is intended for an air conditioning system, comprising a

disc type filter element (2; 20) and a power unit (3), preferably an electric motor,
which is connected to the filter element for rotating the same, said filter element
being arranged in connection with a ventilation duct (4) in such a way that the filter
element (2) is placed outside an aperture (4a) of the ventilation duct (4) at a first
distance (s) therefrom and concentrically with the ventilation duct, said ventilation
duct being supplied by way of the aperture with air (A) cleaned by the air filter,

characterized in that the air filter further comprises a ring type collar (5), which is
arranged outside the aperture (4a) of the ventilation duct at a second distance (k)
therefrom concentrically with the ventilation duct (4).
2.

A n air filter according to claim 1, characterized in that a second end (52) of

the collar (5) has a diameter (h2) which is equal to or larger than a diameter (a) of
the ventilation duct (4), especially that of the aperture (4a).
3.

A n air filter according to claim 1 or 2 , characterized in that the collar (5) is

adapted to widen towards the aperture (4a).
4.

A n air filter according to claim 1, 2 or 3 , characterized in that the collar (5) is

in the shape of a truncated cone.

5.

A n air filter according to any of the preceding claims, characterized in that

the first distance (s) is larger than the second distance (k), whereby the filter e le
ment (2; 20) is disposed inside a space (50) defined by the collar (5).
6.

An air filter according to any of the preceding claims, characterized in that

the disc type filter element (2) is a perforated plate (20), which is a straight panel
of equal thickness.
7.

An air filter according to claim 6 , characterized in that the perforated plate

(20) consists of metal, preferably sheet steel.
8.

An air filter according to any of preceding claims 1-5, characterized in that

the disc type filter element (2) consists of an air permeable rigid material.
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