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2 Claims. (C. 129-38) 
This invention relates generally to binders for catalogs, 

directories, telephone books or the like, and more par 
ticularly, relates to a novel construction for a lock or 
latch device for binders of the character described to 
prevent and/or discourage unauthorized removal of the 
publication bound therein. 
A primary object of the invention is to provide a lock 

device for binders of the character described which mili 
tates against removal of the publication from the binder 
to which it is attached by preventing access to the lock 
except with a suitable blade-like tool. 
Another important object of the invention is to pro 

vide a lock device for binders of the character described 
which is comprised of a short metal strip of right angle 
configuration pivotally secured on the support or base 
plate of the binder, said pivotal member being movable 
to a locking position adjacent an upstanding ear provided 
at one end of said base plate and arranged between said 
ear and the publication bound in the binder so that the 
lock is substantially hidden from view and prevents the 
publication clamping means employed from being disen 
gaged from said ear for holding the publication in the 
binder. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a binding 

lock of the character described which is so situated in its 
locking position on the binder as to be unable to be 
manipulated manually with the human finger albeit re 
quiring a blade-like tool to be inserted into engagement 
with said latch to move the same to an unlocking posi 
tion. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide a novel 

lock for a binder of the character described which is easy 
and economical to assemble to the base or Support plate 
of the binder; which is comprised of a simple metal mem 
ber shaped to suitable size for functioning as the lock of 
the invention; and which is capable of being used with 
many different types of binders. 
The foregoing and other objects of the invention will 

become apparent as the disclosure evolves which includes 
a preferred embodiment of the invention described in 
detail in conjunction with the accompanying drawing. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of one form 

of binder having the novel lock device embodying the in 
vention installed thereon. 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary plan view of the binder of 

FIG. 1 installed on a binder cover for a catalog, telephone 
directory or the like. 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken medially through and 
along the longitudinal axis of a second form of binder 
having the lock device embodying the invention installed 
thereon. 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken transversely through 
the binder of FIG. 3 but with the publication removed 
and the lock device embodying the invention in locking 
position. 

Referring now to the drawing, the reference character 
29 represents generally a binder of well-known con 
struction for attaching publications such as, large cata 
logs, telephone books, directories, or the like to a binder 
cover. The binder 20 has the lock or latch device em 
bodying the invention installed thereon which is desig 
nated generally by the reference character 22. The lock 
device 22 is capable of being installed on a second form 
of binder designated 24 in FIG. 3. Other binder struc 
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2 
tures also can be used for realizing the advantages of the 
lock device 22. 
The binder 20 comprises a support or base plate or 

bracket 26 of channel shape which is intended to be se 
cured to the backbone 28 of a binder cover 30 such as 
partially shown in FIG. 2. The support bar 26 prefer 
ably is made of flat metal stock of suitable length to fit 
the binder cover 30 to which it is to be attached for hold 
ing a particular size of publication. Said bar 26 has up 
standing ears 32 and 34 at opposite ends thereof respec 
tively between which the publication is to be secured. 
ihe ear 34 has an elongated clamping member comprising 
a rod or wire 38 of suitable length pivotally secured 
through the hole 39 by means of the the looped end 49 of 
said clamping wire. The opposite ear 32 has a verti 
cally oriented keyhole shaped slot 42 therein and the re 
duced dimension end 43 of the slot 42 is in closer prox 
imity to the upper edge 44 of said ear 32. The wire 38 
has a right angle bend or flange 45 at its opposite end 
which is longer than the portion 43 of slot 42. 
As seen from FIG. 2, the bar 26 is suitably secured in 

place on the spine or backbone 28, such as by a suitable 
rivet 46 used at spaced apart locations along the length 
thereof. A catalog or directory such as designated 48 in 
FIG. 3 is intended to be placed across the bar 26 with the 
wire 38 first displaced from between the ears 32 and 34. 
The book or catalog 48 is so arranged in open condition 
on the plate 26 between said ears 32 and 34 and the wire 
38 is inserted in the center between the divided pages 
and then flexed to foreshorten the wire 38 so that the 
bent end of flange 45 can be inserted into the keyhole 
shaped slot 42 to secure a catalog in the binder. Under 
standably, the wire 38 is longer than the distance be 
tween ears 32 and 34. 

In this condition, it is very simple to remove the publi 
cation 48 from the binder merely by pushing the bent 
end 45 of the wire 38 back through the keyhole slot 42. 
To avoid such unauthorized tampering and/or theft of the 
catalog, I provide the novel lock device 22 embodying 
the invention. 

Said lock device 22 comprises a short strip of rectangu 
lar flat metal, having a flat segment or leg portion 50 
provided with a right angle flange 52 upstanding at one 
end thereof. The flange 52 is shown with a curved upper 
edge 54 in FIG. 1, however, the edge 54 also may be flat. 
The opposite end of the portion 50 is pivotally secured 
medially on said bar 26 opposite the slot 42 by means of 
a suitable rivet 56. The rivet 56 is located spaced from 
the ear 32 so that in the closed position of the latch 22, 
the outside face of flange 52 will abut or be in close 
proximity to the inside face 58 of ear 32 and in registry 
with slot 42. 
The height of the flange 52 is such as to reach adjacent 

the smaller dimension end 43 of the keyhole slot 42. 
Thus, with the latch 22 moved to a locking position op 
posite slot 42, such as shown in solid outline in FIG. 2 
and in phantom outline in FIG. 1, the flange 52 will sub 
tend the clamping wire of 38 and prevent the wire 38 
from being flexed so that end 45 cannot be passed back 
through the slot 42. 

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the binder 24 employs a 
base or support plate designated 26 which is identical to 
the base or support plate 26. In addition, secured to 
the underside of the base plate 26, as by rivets 60, is a 
U-shaped plate 62 having the right angle flanges 64 at 
opposite ends thereof which extend downwardly normal 

70 

to the plate 26'. The depending flanges 64 are rounded 
at their extremities 66 to permit a rocking movement of 
the binder 24 in its installed condition. For instance, the 
binder 24 can be secured to a suitable cover having 
openings through which the flanges 64 can be passed and 
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the binder secured in place by a suitable wire, not shown, 
which is engaged through the opening 68 in said flanges 
64 aligned one with respect to the other for accepting such 
a clamping wire. Overlying the opposite or upper surface 
of the base plate 26, is an elongate, semi-cylindrical plate 
70. 

In FIG. 3, book 48 is shown locked in place on the 
binder. The latch 22 is shown in a locking position at 
the right-hand end of FIG. 3 next adjacent the ear 32. 
It can be noted in this view that the space 72 between 
the upstanding flange 52 and the side edges 74 of the 
pages 76 of the book, is sufficiently small so as to prevent 
a person from inserting a finger into said space 72 for 
engaging the flange 52 to move same to an unlocked posi 
tion out of registry with the keyhole shaped slot 42. On 
the other hand, the lock 22 is readily moved by means of 
a narrow blade-like tool, such as a key or pen knife or 
screwdriver, which easily can be inserted into the Space 
72. It might be pointed out that in FIG. 3, said space 72 
has been exaggerated in width to highlight the advantage 
of the invention because the pages 76 of the book gen 
erally reach closer adjacent the flange 52 substantially 
hiding the same from a side or top view thereof. 

It will thus be appreciated, that the lock 22 is a 
very simple, yet, effective means for preventing unauthor 
ized tampering with or removal of the publication 48 
from the binder. The lock 22 is economical to manu 
facture from readily available strip metal and is simple 
to bend to form the right angle upstanding fiange 52. In 
addition, it is a very versatile type of latch because it 
can be used on a great number of different binder con 
structions which employ a base or support plate of the 
general character represented by the reference character 
26 either in conjunction with the binder 20 or the binder 
24 or some other form of binder. 

It is believed that the invention has been described in 
sufficient detail to enable same to be understood and 
practiced in all of its ramifications. The invention has 
been particularly pointed out in the claims appended 
hereto in language intended to be broadly construed com 
mensurate with the contribution to the arts and Sciences 
made thereby. 
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4. 
What it is desired to secure by Letters Patent of the 

United States is: 
... In a binder of the character described which has a 

channel shaped bracket having a pair of upstanding ears 
connected by a flat plate for supporting a catalog thereon 
between Said ears, an elongated clamping wire pivotally 
Secured at one end thereof to one of said ears and being 
longer than the distance between said ears, a hook 
on the second end of said wire adapted to reach beyond 
said second ear, said second ear having a slot formed 
therein, said slot having a narrow portion for receiving 
said hook end of the wire therethrough only with accom 
panying foreshortening of the wire and a wider portion, 
and a lock device comprising a relatively flat segment hav 
ing an upstanding flange portion, said lock device being 
pivotally secured on said plate next adjacent said slot for 
movement on a pivot axis perpendicular to the plane of 
said flat plate to a lock position where said upstanding 
flange is juxtaposed said second ear and said slot, and 
said segment is parallel to and in contact with said flat 
plate, said upstanding flange being of a height to ex 
tend from said flat plate to substantially cover said wider 
portion of said slot and subtend said wire whereby to 
prevent foreshortening of the wire, said lock device being 
pivoted to a release position with the lock offset from said 
fiat plate and said slot to permit the clamping wire to 
be released from said second ear by a foreshortening 
movement of said wire. 

2. A binder as described in claim 1 in which said 
lock device comprises a right angle metal strip. 
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