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5 Claims.

The present invention relates to a case for
phonograph records and aims to provide certain
improvements therein. More particularly, it re-
lates to a supporting case comprising a multiple
pocket file of the expansible type, the pockets of
which are adapted to be opened in fan-like man-
ner as the case is opened to render available the
pockets within which the phonograph records can
be readily inserted, held and removed.

The primary object of my invention is to pro-
vide a phonograph record case which can serve
to transport a substantial number of phonograph
records from place to place in a facile, safe and
compact manner. A further object is to provide
such case which is adapted to serve as a rack
when the case is in open position and thereby
facilitate filing and removing the records for use
as required. A further object is to provide an
expansible type of compartment case so designed
as to prevent pinching and breaking of the records
when opening and closing the case:

The foregoing and other objects of my inven-
tion which have not been specifically enumerated,
I accomplish by providing a split box-like case

adapted to open at its back in a manner such ¥

that the case sections may lie flat upon a table,
said case having mounted therein an expansible
type multiple pocket file which is adapted to fan
outwardly into semi-cylindrical form as the cas-
ing is opened to present the pockets in a con-
venient manner to function as a phonograph
record file. Each of the pockets is so constructed
as to limit the movement of a record when con-
tained therein and to prevent collapse of the

pocket at its inner end as the file is opened and

closed and thereby prevent crushing or snapping
the records at the inner ends of the pockets.
More specifically, each pocket is formed by a filler
member of a thickness slightly greater than that

of a phonograph record, said filler member being *

cut away from its top inwardly along an arc of a
circle and secured to a pair of face sheets, each
of which is formed with g top central gusset which
extends longitudinally of the pockets and con-
stitutes the walls of two adjoining pockets. The
face sheets and the filler members are suitably
connected together and reinforced in a manner
to provide a strong and compact expansible type
multiple pocket file,

The invention also embodies other features of

novelty per se and in combination, all of which
will be better understood from the detailed de-
scription which follows when considered in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, where-
in:
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Fig, 1 is a perspective view of a carrying case
embodying my invention.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the invention
with the case in open relation and the expansible
file contained therein in expanded relation with
several phonograph records. in the file pockets.

Fig. 3 is an enlarged section taken along the
planes of the lines 3—3 of Fig. 2. :

Fig. 4 is a section taken substantially along the
plane of the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawing, let the numeral (0
indicate a rigid box-like carrying case which is
split or divided along 2 line ({ into two sections
12 and 13, each of rectangular tray formation, the
said sections having separate back or bottom
walls {5 and {6 respectively flexibly connected to-
gether and to the sections proper by a binder strip
{4 which may be an integral part of the covering
material of the case. For rendeéring the case
portable it is provided with a carrying handle .
17T and to hold the case sections in closed assem-
bled relation they are provided with latching
means 8.

Mounted within the case 10 is a multiple pocket,
file of the expansible type indicated as'a whole
by the numeral 19. The end walls 20 and 21 of
said file may be affixed and held to the inner faces
of the sections {2 and 3 respectively in any de-
sired manner.

The expansible type file 19 consists of a plu-
rality of pockets 22 each formed by two adjacent
face sheets 23 and a filler member 24. Each face

" sheet 23 is formed from a rectangular sheet of

paper folded into substantially triangular pris-
matic form, the small side of the triangular prism
having a crease 25 therein to constitute a gusset,
and the other sides of the prism each constitut-
ing one of the faces of an adjacent pocket. Fach
filler member 24 is preferably formed from a sheet,
of card-board or the like-of a thickness slightly
greater than that of a phonograph record and in-
sures a pocket width at the bottom and sides
which will prevent crushing and snapping of the
records within the pockets as the case is being
opened and closed. Each filler member extends
completely across the bottom and along the edges
of the folded face sheets to which said filler is at-
tached preferably throughout its facial area
which is substantially reduced by being cut away
from its top inwardly along an arc of a circle as
indicated at 26 as best shown in Fig. 4, the cut
away portion with the side sheets thereby deline-
ating the pocket which is of a size fo accommo-
date either a 10’’ or 12’ disk phonograph record
and limit its movement within the pocket., The
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inner ends of the folded sheets and filler mem-
bers are all mounted in abutting relation upon a
reinforcing binder strip 27 so as to permit col-
lapsing and fanning out of the expansible file as
the case sections are closed and opened respec-
tively. The face sheets and the filler mem-
bers are also reenforced at their top by reenforc-
ing tapes 28 in a manner to permit expansion and
collapse of the sheet gussets. To further secure
the filler members and the face sheets together,
they may be rivetted together by eyelets 29 ex-

tending through reenforcing binder strips 30

formed of any suitable material.

In view of the definite thickness of the filler
members 24 and the connection throughout their
facial areas with the face sheets 23, it will be
apparent that the pockets 22 are of fixed width
at their closed sides and are capable of expansion
at their open tops due to the presence of the
gussets thereat which connect adjacent pockets.
The weight of the records pressing against the
face sheets at their open tops therefor slightly
deform the same intermediate their ends as will
be apparent from an inspection of Figs. 2 and 3.
This slight deformation of the face sheets, how-
ever, acts as a sort of cushion for supporting the
records and facilitates their insertion into and
removal from the pockets.

For holding the case sections in open flat rela-

tion, that is, with the expansible file expanded
or fanned out to approximately 180° in which
position the use of the device as a record file is
facilitated, I provide a pair of toggle links 31, 32
connected to the sections 12 and {3 respectively,
the said links being of a size to extend in sub-
stantially aligned relation when the sections are
disposed in the manner above set forth.
. In the use of my invention, it will thus be ap-
parent that when the case is in its open position
as shown in Fig. 2 the phonograph records 33 can
be readily inserted into and removed from the
pockets and said records will be confined within
said pockets when the case sections are closed as
shown in Fig. 1. It will also be appreciated that
by providing a file which is adapted to fan out
through an arc of approximately 180° the num-
ber of pockets which such file can be made to
confain is considerable, hence a substantial num-
ber of records can be conveniently, safely and
compactly transported from place to place.

The invention it will be further appreciated-
can be embodied in forms of cases other than

specifically disclosed, where such cases are to be
supported on shelves or upon the top or within
the compartments of a phonograph cabinet. Ac-
cordingly while I have shown and described a
preferred embodiment of my invention and the
manner of its construction and use, I do not wish
to be limited to these, since it will be understood
by those skilled in the art that changes in details
of construction may be resorted to without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention as defined
in the appended claims,

What I claim is:

1. A case for phonograph records or the like
comprising a multiple pocket file of the expan-
sible type, the pockets of which have an open
top, closed sides and a closed bofttom and are
each formed by two adjacent face sheets each
having a central gusset extending longitudinally
of the open side of the pocket, each sheet con-
stituting walls of two adjacent pockets, and a
spacing member of definite thickness which is
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greater than the thickness of a record to be re-
ceived in said pocket connected to adjacent faces
of adjoining sheets to define the thickness of
a pocket.

2. A case for phonograph records or the like
comprising a muitiple file of the expansible type,
the pockets of which have an open top, closed
sides and a closed bottom, and are each formed

‘by two adjacent face sheets each having a cen-

tral gusset extending longitudinally of the open
side of the pocket, each sheet constituting walls
of two adjacent pockets and a spacing member
of definite thickness which is greater than the
thickness of a record to be received in said pocket
extending completely across the bottom and
along the closed sides of each pocket and con-
nected to adjacent faces of adjoining sheets to

" define the thickness of a pocket.
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3.-A case for phonograph records or the like
comprising a rigid box-like casing which is
divided at its back to provide two sections adapted
to open outwardly, said casing having therein a
multiple pocket file of the expansible type, the
end walls of which are affixed to the inner faces
of the casing sections so that the file is adapted
to open out in fan fashion as the casing sections
are opened, the pockets of the file each having
an open side and closed sides and said pockets
being connected together in substantially abut-
ting relation along one of their closed sides adja-
cent the back of the casing, and being connected
together at their open side by expansible means
to permit. relative transverse movement between
the pockets, said pockets each having spacing
members therein adjacent said closed sides of
slightly greater thickness than a record.

4. A case for phonograph records or the like
comprising a rigid box-like casing which is
divided at its back to provide two sections adapted
to open out into flat relation, said casing having
therein a multiple pocket file of the expansible
type, the end walls of which are affixed to the
inner faces of the casing sections so that the file
is adapted to open out in fan fashion to approxi-
mately 180° as the casing sections are opened,
each pocket being open at one side and closed at
the other sides and being non-expansible along
their ‘closed sides, said pockets each comprising
a pair of face walls with a spacing member there~
between extending adjacent said closed sides and
connected thereto, said spacing member being
of slightly greater thickness than a record and
adapted to limit the movement of a record with-
in a pocket. o : ’

5. A portable carrying case for phonograph
records or the like comprising a rigid box-like
casing which is divided at its back to provide two
sections adapted to open outwardly, said casing
having therein a multiple pocket file of the ex-
pansible type, the end walls of which are affixed
to the inner faces of the casing sections so that
the file is adapted to open out in fan fashion as
the casing sections are opened outwardly, each
pocket having an open top, closed sides and a
closed bottom and comprising a pair of face walls
with a spacing member therebetween and con-
nected thereto, said spacing- member being of
slightly greater thickness than a record and ex-
tending completely across the bottom and along
the depth of the closed sides of the pocket and
having a substantially semi-circular cut-out por-
tion defining the internal shape of the pocket.
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