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3 Claims.

This invention relates to a box for shipping,
displaying and storing a fragile article such as
a thermometer or the like.

The various features and advantages of the
invention will appear from the detailed descrip-~
tion and claims when taken with the drawings
in which: '

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the box of the
present invention;

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section through the
box of Fig. 1 iltustrated in its closed condition
‘with a thermometer shown mounted therein;

Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section similar to that
llustrated in Fig. 2, but showing a modified form
of the invention: and

Fig. 4 is a transverse section.

Referring to the drawing, the number § desig-
nates the bottom of the box and § designates the
cover thereof which is suitably” hinged on the
bottom. . In-the present hinge arrangement the
bottom is provided .with pins T projecting from
the ends thereof to serve as pintles which enter
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the apertures in the ears 8 carried on the ends of -

the cover near the rear side thereof. The front
sides of the box bottom and of the cover respec~
tively carry a releasable interengaging latch part
9 and a catch part 0. - It will be understood, that
these parts can be sprung apart to open the box.
While the top and bottom can be made in any
suitable manner,-it is preferred that they be
molded plastic material, If desired, the box top
may be transparent to display the contents of
the box.

The two inner side walls. of the bok bottom,
near each of its ends, carry opposed U-shaped
supports {{ opening toward each other.  Each
opposed pair of supports I, retains a resilient
piece of tubing herein referred to as tube i3
which extends transversely of the box bottom and
which is preferably somewhat tacky. :Tubular
bieces ‘of polyvinyl chioride or polyethylene
satisfied this requirement. - Each pair. of sup-
Dorts is spaced from each other so that the articie
to be contained in the box, such thermometer
12 can rest freely between their opposing ends on
their related tube 3.

The cover is provided with.one or more in-
wardly directed ribs 14 to engage the top of the
thermometer and thereby force it downward until
the resilient: tubes 13 are compressed as shown
in Figs. 2 and 3. - In the preferred arrangement
shown in Fig, 2, each rib engages the thermom-
eter at a point directly over one of said tubes.

In the modified form of the invention shown in
Fig. 3, the single rib on the cover is so located
as to-engage the thermometer at a point thereon
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between the two tubes 183, thereby forcing it
downward to compress these tubes.

It should be mentioned that each rib has an ex-
posed knife-edge adapted to engage certain of
the graduations (not shown) on the reading sur-
face of a flat type thermometer. This engage-
ment resists endwise movement of the thermom-
eter, thereby tending to prevent its breakage by
reason of its ends striking the ends of the box.

While the present box is especially adapted for
shipping and storing a glass thermometer, it is
understood. that the invention is not limited to
this usage, since the box is applicable to the
shipping and storage of any elongated article
which -is subject to breakage.

What I claim is:

1. An elongated box for containing an elon-
gated article and comprising a bottom and. a
top hinged together, cooperating latch elements
on said bottom and on said top to releasably hold
the box closed, pairs of opposed U-shaped mem-
bers secured to and spaced along said bottom with ‘
the open ends of ‘a pair of members facing each
other ‘transversely of the bottom, the opposed
members ‘of a pair being spaced from each other
a distance sufficient to freely receive said article
therebetween, spaced resilient pieces completely
contained in said pairs of members to extend
transversely of said bottom, said pieces having
portions lying in a given plane and on which said
article rests, and rigid means on said top and pro-
jecting toward said plane to a point spaced from

.-said plane a distance less than the thickness of
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said- article when the box is closed, said rigid
means being adapted to engage and to foree the
article resting on said pieces into engagement
therewith. )
2. An elongated hox. for containing an. elon-
gated article and comprising a bottom and a
transparent top hinged together, cooperating
latch elements on said bottom and on said top to
releasably hold the box closed, pairs of opposed
channel members secured to and spaced along
said bottom, the opposed channel members of'a
bair extending transversely of the bottom and bhe-
ing spaced from each other a distance sufficient
to freely receive said article therebetween, spaced
resilient tubes confined in said pairs of channel
embers to extend transversely of said bottom
for supporting said article, said tubes having por-
tions lying in a given plane and on which said
article rests; and a plurality of rigid ribs on the
inner surface of said top extending transversely
thereof, sdid: ribg projecting toward said plane
to points spaced from said plane a distance less
than the thickness of said article when the box is



3

closed, each 1ib being alined with one of said
tubes and being adapted to force an article rest-
ing on its alined tube into engagement therewith.

3. An elongated box for containing an elon-
gated article and comprising a bottom and a
transparent -top hinged together, cooperating
latch elements on said bottom and on said top
to releasably hold the box closed, pairs of opposed
channel members secured to and spaced along
said bottom, the opposed channel members of &
pair - extending transversely of the bottom and
being spaced from each other a distance sufficient
to freely receive said article therebetween, spaced
resilient tubes confined in sdid pairs of channel
members to extend transversely of said bottom
for supporting said article, said tubes having por-
tions lying in a given plane and on which said

article rests, and a plurality of rigid ribs on the

inner surface of said top extending. transversely
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thereof, said rigs projecting toward said plane to
points spaced from said plane a distance less than
the thickness of said article when the-box is
closed, each rib being alined with one of said tubes
and having a sharp edge to engage the article.

CLARENCE F. ALDRIDGE.
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