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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WILLIAM STEERS, Sr., a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Serub-Women’s Knee-Pads,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
a knee-pad, and while it is more especially
intended and designed to be used by women
as a protection to their knees and skirts while
scrubbing floors, yet it is applicable for use
by men in laying tile floors and in polishing
hard-wood floors and the like; and it consists
in certain peculiarities of the construection,
novel arrangement, and operation of the vari-
ous parts thereof, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth and specifically claimed.

The principal object of the invention is to
provide a knee-pad which shall be light in
weight, simple and inexpensive in construc-
tion, strong, durable, and so made that it
will roll easily over the floor to allow the posi-
tion of the operator to be changed when nec-
essary and desired and will furnish a cushjon
for the knees and support for the skirts or
clothes of the user.

Another object is to provide means for ad-
justing the height of the skirt-supporter, as
well as bracing and strengthening it, without
adding materially to its weight and cost.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be disclosed inthe subjoined descrip-
tion and explanation.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which my invention pertains to make and
use the same, I will now proceed to describe
it, referring to the accompanying drawings, in
which— .

TFigure 1 is a perspective view of a knee-
pad embodying my invention, showing it rest-
ing on the floor and illustrating a woman
kneeling thereon and in the act of scrubbing.
Tig. 2 is a plan view of the device, showing
a portion of the covering broken away to
show the filling or padding. Fig. 3is s rear
view in elevation. Tig. 4 is an end view in
elevation. Fig. 5 is a perspective sectional

view of a portion of the padded frame, show-
ing it inverted; and Fig. 6 is a detail view of
a portion of the frame of the skirt-supporter.

Like numerals of reference refer to cor-
responding parts throughout the different
views of the drawings.

The numeral 10 represents the main or pad
frame, which may be of any suitable size,
form, and material, but is preferably rec-
tangular in shape, as shown, and formed of a
single piece of board or wood having secured
on its upper surface at its ends and front
edge cleats 11 to strengthen it and prevent
it warping. The frame or piece 10 is prefer-
ably provided on its lower surface with re-
cesses 12, in which are rotatably journaled
casters 13 and 14, which rest on the floor.

By reference to Figs. 2 and 3 of the draw-
ings it will be seen that the caster 13 is lo-
cated about the middle of the piece or frame
10, nearits front edge, while the casters 14 are
located near its ends and at the rear portion
thereof, thus allowing the position of the pad
to be readily changed to suit the require-
ments of the user. The front middle portion
of the frame 10 is provided with a handle 15,
by means of which the device may be carried.
Attached to one end of the frame 10 is a box
or dish 16, which may be used for holding
soap or a brush. TLocated on the upper sur-
face of the frame or piece 10 is a quantity of
padding or filling material 17, such as excel-
sior, curled hair, or other suitable yielding
material. This padding or filling is retained
in place by means of a covering 18 of oil-cloth
to prevent it absorbing water, which cover-
ing may be secured to the edges of the
frame in any suitable manner. Kach end of
the frame 10 is provided with a series of open-
ings 18, arranged one above the other, to re-
ceive the inturned ends 19 of the skirt-sup-
porting frame 20, which is preferably made
of wire and bent to form three sides of a rec-
tangular figure having arms 21 with the in-
turned ends 19, as is clearly shown in Fig. 2
of the drawings. The arms 21 of the skirt-
supporting frame are movably secured to the
ends of the frame 10 by means of staples 22,
which provide bearings for the said frame
when it is desired to raise or lower it, which
may be done by springing the arms 21 out-
wardly, so as to remove the ends 19 from the
openings 18 in the main frame. In order to
brace or strengthen the frame 20 and at the
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same time to support the skirt or clothing of
the user, a network is formed by means of
wire or cord which is attached at one of its
ends to the elbow 23 of one of the arms 21
and extends diagonally, as at 24, to the rear
portion of the frame, to which part it is tied
or secured, from which pointitextends diag-

onally, as at 25, to one end of the frame, to |

which portion it is tied or secured, and then
extends, as at 26, to the elbow 23, where it is
again attached to the frame, and from thence
it extends parallel with the rear portion of
the frame 10, as at 27, to the elbow 28 of the

other arm 21, and from thence obliquely, as

at 29, to the rear portion of the frame 20,
where it is again tied or attached, and from
thence, as at 30, to the end of the frame, where
it is again tied or secured, and from thence,
as at 30%, to the elbow 28, at which point it
is fastened. To prevent the wire slipping,
the frame 20 is preferably formed with a se-
ries of crimps or bends 31, asis clearly shown
in Figs. 2and 6 of the dr awmos Asis shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the rear portion of the
frame 20 is slightly downwardly curved, so as
to prevent the skirts falling over at the ends
thereof.

From the foregoing and by reference to the
drawingsit will be seen and clearly understood
that by kneeling on the padded frame 10, so
that the feet will extend over the rear portion
of the skirt-supporting frame 20, as shown in
Fig. 1, the said frame will support the skirts
or clothing at a distance from the floor, thus
keeping them dry and preventing them being
soiled.

It is apparent that the device may be easily
turned or moved back and forth when desired
by the user or operator.

Having thus fully described my mven’non

- 736,648

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—
1. The combination with the wheeled and

_padded main frame, of the skirt-supporting

frame adjustably secured thereto, substan-
tially as described.

2. The combination with a padded main
frame, of a number of wheels rotatably jour-
naled thereon to support the same, and a
skirt-supporting frame adjustably secured to
the main frame, substantially as described.

3. The ecombination with the padded main
frame, of a wheel vertically and rotatably
journaled near its front edge and about the
middle thereof, a wheel vertically and rota-
tably journaled at the rear portion of each of
its ends, and askirt-supporting frame adjust-
ably secured to the main frame, substantially
as described. A

4. The combination with the padded and
wheeled main frame having in each of its
ends a series of openings, of a skirt-sup-
porting frame having near each of its ends
an arm loosely secured to the main frame and
provided with inturned ends to fit in said
openings, substantially as described.

5. The combination with the padded and
wheeled main frame having a series of open-
ings in each of its ends, of a skirt-suppozrting
frame provided with crimps or bends in its
rear and end portions, and having near each
of itsends an arm loosely secured to the main
frame and provided with inturned ends to fit
in said openings, and netting secured to the
skirt-supporting frame at its ecrimps or bends,
substantially as described.

WILLIAM STEERS, SR.

Witnesses:

CHAS. C. TILLMAN,
A. GUSTAFSON.
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