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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
RASMUS SKOV AND JOHN FORBERG, OF ANETA, NORTH DAKOTA. 

BRICK-TONGS 

" No. 809, 146. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 2, 1906. 
Application filed May 27, 1905, Serial No, 262,661, 

To all, uavhom, it 7mvay concern: 
Be it known that we, RASMUS SKOV and 

JOHN FORBERG, citizens of the United States, 
residing at Aneta, in the county of Nelson 
and State of North Dakota, have invented a 
new and useful Brick-Tongs, of which the fol lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improved de 

vice for handling and carrying bricks, and 
has for its object to provide a simple, inex 
pensive, and efficient device of this charac 
ter by means of which a number of bricks, 
blocks, or other articles may be securely 
clamped together and conveniently trans 
ported from place to place. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a brick-carrier comprising a stationary 
and a movable clamping member, the former. 
being provided with a fixed handle for coöp 
eration with the handle of the movable mem 
ber, whereby when said handles are drawn to 
gether the gripping-jaws will be moved into 
parallel relation with each other to receive 
the load, the fixed handle upon being re 
leased causing - the movable member to se 
curely grip the bricks or other articles to be 
transported. 
A still further object is to mount one of the 

gripping-jaws for longitudinal adjustment 
on the stationary member, so that the device 
may be adapted for carrying any number of 
bricks, and, further, to provide means for 
locking Said jaws in adjusted position. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in 
the claims hereto appended, it being under 
stood that various changes in form, propor 
tions, and minor details of construction may 
be resorted to without departing from the 
principle or sacrificing any of the advan 
tages of this invention. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per 
spective view of a brick-carrier constructed 
in accordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is 
a side elevation, partly in section, showing 
the manner of gripping the bricks. Fig. 3 is 
an end view of Fig. 2. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the 
drawings. 
The improved device comprises a rela 

tively stationary clamping member 5, and a 

movable clamping member 6, the latter be 
ing provided at one end thereof with a fixed 
depending gripping-jaw 7, while its opposite 
end is bent upwardly to form a curved shoul 
der 8, which terminates in a longitudinally 
disposed operating-handle 9. The curved 
shoulder 8 engages a slot or opening 10 in the 
enlarged head 11 of the stationary member 
5, the slotted portion of said head being bent 
upwardly beyond the general plane of the 
stationary member and having the front and 
rear walls of its slot or opening curved or 
rounded, as indicated at 12, to thereby per 
mit free pivotal movement of the clamping 
member 6. Mounted for longitudinal move 
ment in the stationary clamping member is 
an adjustable gripping-jaw 13, the free end of 
which is preferably bifurcated, as imdicatedi 
at 14, and provided with inwardly-extending 
fdanges 15 for engagement with the bricks, 
blocks, or other articles to be carried. 
The jaw 13 is provided with a perforated 

lug 16, in which is mounted for sliding move 
ment a spring-pressed-locking-bolt 17, adapt 
ed to engage any one of a series of locking re 
cesses or depressions 17'", formed in the lower 
face of the longitudinal bar constituting the 
stationary clamping member. One end of 
the bolt is formed with a laterally-extending 
lug 18 for engagement with a cam-slot 19 in 
the perforated lug 16, while the opposite end 
thereof is provided with an operating-handle 
20, there being a coil-Spring 21 interposed be 
tween the lug 16 and a collar 22, fixed on the 
bolt, so that by simply turning the bolt in a 
horizontal plane said bolt will be withdrawn 
from the locking-recesses to permit the ad 
justment of the gripping-jaw, and when said 
handle is released the bolt will be retracted 
by the action of the coil-spring. I Riigidly se 
cured to the upper face of the longitudinal 
bar, constituting the stationary clamping 
member and supported in spaced relation 
thereto by means of attaching arms or fin 
gers 22", is an auxiliary handle 23, the free 
end of which is bent upwardly, as indicated 
at 24, for engagement with the adjacent 
downwardly-curved end 25 of the handle 9 of 
the movable clamping member 6. 
The terminal curved portions 24 and 25 

serve to limit the downward movement of 
the operating-handle 9 when the main and 
auxiliary handles are a drawn together pre 
paratory to gripping the bricks to be trans 
ported, so that the two gripping-jaws will be 
maintained in parallel relation to each other 
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as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, 
and in which position the jaw 7 may be read 
ily introduced between the adjacent faces of 
the brieks or blocks in the act of receiving a 
O8, Cl. 

In operation a number of bricks are ar 
ranged side by side, as shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 2 of the drawings, and the moyable 
gripping-jaw 13, adjusted longitudinally of 
the stationary member to correspond to the 
number of bricks it is desired to carry. The 
operator then grasps the main and auxiliary 
levers and draws the two together, which 
causes the fixed gripping-jaws to assume a 
vertical position, and in which position said 
jaw is introduced between the adjacent faces 
of the bricks, as before stated. By now re 
leasing the auxiliary lever and exerting an 
upward lift on the main lever the movable 
clamping member will be tilted and the grip 
ping-jaw brought into engagement with the 
two end bricks of the row, thereby permit 
ting the several bricks to be conveniently 
transported from place to place. To release 
the bricks, it is only necessary to place the 
same on the floor or other support and grasp 
the auxiliary handle, when the bricks will be 
released and the device be in position to re 
ceive another load. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that there is provided an extremely sim 
ple and durable device admirably adapted 
for the attainments of the ends in view. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed is— 
1. A device of the class described compris 

ing a stationary and a relatively movable 
clamping member, and a detachable grip 
ping-jaw mounted for longitudinal adjust 
ment on said stationary member. 

2. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary and a relatively movable 
clamping member, a detachable gripping 
jaw mounted for longitudinal adjustment on 
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said stationary member, and means for lock 
ing the gripping-jaw in adjusted position. 

3. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary and a relatively movable 
clamping member, and a handle carried by 
the stationary member for coöperation with 
the movable member in receiving and re 
leasing the load. 

4. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary clamping member provided 
with a series of locking-recesses, a movable 
clamping member pivotally associated there 
with, an adjustable gripping-jaw mounted 
for longitudinal movement in the stationary 
member, and a locking-bolt carried by the 
gripping-jaw for engagement with said re 
C6SS62S. 
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5. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary clamping member provided 
with a plurality of locking-recesses, a rela 
tively movable clamping member pivotally 65 
supported on said stationary member and 
provided with a fixed terminal gripping-jaw, 
an adjustable gripping-jaw mounted for lon 
itudinal movement on the stationary mem 
Esta perforated lug secured to said adjust 
able gripping-jaw and having a cam - slot 
formed in the walls thereof, a spring-pressed 
bolt slidably mounted in the perforated lug 
and adapted to engage the locking-recesses 
in said stationary member, and means for 
operating said bolt. . 

6. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary clamping member having 
one end thereof bent upwardly and provided 
with a terminal slot, a relatively movable 
clamping member pivotally supported in said 
slot, and an adjustable gripping-jaw mount 
ed for longitudinal movement on the station 
ary member. 

7. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary clamping member provided 
with a terminal upwardly-bent head having 
a slot or recess formed therein, the walls of 
which are curved or rounded, and a rela 
tively movable clamping member provided 
with an intermediate curved shoulder for en 
gagement with the walls of said slot. 

8. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary clamping member, a rela 
tively movable clamping member pivotally 
mounted thereon and having one end thereof 
extended to form a longitudinally-disposed 
operating-handle, and an auxiliary handle se 
cured to and spaced from the stationary 
member and adapted to engage the main 
handle for limiting the downward movement 
of the latter. 

9. A device of the class described compris 
ing a stationary clamping member, a rela 
tively movable clamping member pivotally 
mounted thereon and provided with a longi 
tudinally-disposed handle the end of which 
is bent downwardly, and an auxiliary handle 
secured to and spaced from the stationary 
member and provided with an upturned ter 
minal for i engagement with the free end of 
the main handle for limiting the downward 
movement of the latter. 

In testimony that we claim the foregoing 
as our own we have hereto affixed our signa 
tures in the presence of two witnesses. 

RASMUS SKOV. 
JOHN FORBERG. 

Witnesses: 
J. E. FOIDNESS, 
C. E. FOIDNEss. 
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