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ADELBERTC. SIMKINS, OF PLEASANT WILLE, NEW JERSEY 

COMBINATION SIGN 

Application filed July 1, 1930. Serial No. 465,095. 

My invention relates to new and useful 
.mprovements in a combination sign for use 
as a stationary bill-board or sign or as a port 
able sign which can be moved from place to 
place and situated in store windows or out 
side in front of a store as on the side-walk. 
One of the objects of the invention is to 

provide simple and effective means for re 
movably holding a sign element in a frame. 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

vide interchangeable indicating members or 
indicia to be removably mounted in a backer 
or panel constructed to receive the said in 
dicia. 
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A further object of this invention is to pro 
vide for storing the unused sign elements, 
backers or panels, and indicia in the sign 
structure. . 
A still further object of my invention is 

to generally improve structures of this kind 
whereby the main parts may be used in con 
nection with numerous removable and inter 
changeable devices. 
With these ends in view, this invention con 

sists in the details of construction and com 
bination of elements hereinafter set forth 
and then specifically designated by the 
claims. . . . . . 
In order that those skilled in the art to 

which this invention appertains may under 
stand how to make and use the same. I will 
describe its construction in detail, referring 
by numerals to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part of this application, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a combina 
tion sign embodying certain features of my 
invention and looking at the front of said 
Sign. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged edge view of one of 
the indicia. - - - 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view of the 
sign element on the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a face view of a sectional index. 
Fig. 5 is a similar view of an integral in 

dex. . . - . . . . . . . 

Fig. 6 is a face view of a different form of 
index. . . . . . . . . . . . ." 

Fig. 7 is also a face of another form of in 
tegral index. ". . . . . . 

Fig. 8 is a similar view of a sectional index 
of a form resembling that shown in Fig. 7. 

Fig. 9 is a front view of the frame and 
component parts. - 

Fig. 10 is a back view thereof with the 
holder removed. 

Fig. 11 is a vertical sectional view of the 
Sale. 

Fig. 12 is an enlarged fragmentary upper is 
end view of the holder. - . . . . . . 

In carrying out my invention as herein em 
bodied, 15 represents a frame consisting of 
sides 16 and 17, a lower cross piece 18 and 
atop rail 19, said top rail and lower cross 
piece being connected to the sides and the 
lower cross piece is preferably positioned 
above the bottom ends of the sides to provide 
legs 20. 
The sides between the lower cross piece 

and the top rail and said lower cross piece and 
top rail have inwardly projecting flanges 21 
extending from the front edges thereof to 
E. a seat for a sign element, panel or 
acker, 22. 
Co-operating with the seat and engaging 

the sign element, panel or backer 22, to hold 
said sign element, panel or backer in place is 
a holder 23, which may be formed from any 
title material although the walls are pref 
9, 

back 3. sides 25 and a bottom 26, Figs. 11 and 
12. Running transversely across the front 
between the sides 25 and spaced from the 
back 24 are slats or bars 27. 
These slats or bars 27 may be mounted in 

any suitable manner, but a convenient way 
is to produce them from Wood and slot the 
ends to receive lugs 28 formed by partially 
severing sections from the sides 25 and bend 
ing them inward and then fastening said slats 
or bars to the lugs. By spacing the slats or 
bars from the back wall a storage compart 
ment 29 is defined for the reception of sign 
elements, panels or backers 22, one of which 
is shown in the compartment in Fig.11. 
On the front faces of the slats or bars 27 

are pads 30 of rubber or other suitable com 
pressible material to engage the used sign 
element, panel or backer and firmly yet re 

produced from metal and includes a 
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siliently hold it in place against the seat 
formed by the flanges 21. 
At the lower end of the holder 23 and pro 

jecting from the sides 25 thereof near the 
rear are trunnions 31 which fit in bearings 
32 provided by grooving the sides 16 and 17 
of the frame or otherwise. Such arrange 
ment pivots or hinges the holder so that its 
upper end may be swung in and out relative 
to the frame and said holder can be held in 
place within the frame by a suitable latch or 
latches 33. 
A small receptacle 34 is mounted on the 

outside of the back 24 of the holder 23 and 
has an open upper end which is normally 
closed by a lid or closure 35 hinged to the 
back wall of the holder or other suitable part 
by hinges 36. This receptacle is to hold small 
parts of the sign, such as unused indicia. 
The element 22 may be a complete display 

within itself, in other words, the information 
may be delineated directly upon a panel of 
heavy paper, cardboard, tin or other suitable 
sheet or it may be so made that it contains 
part of the information desired to impart to 
the public, for instance, some words, such 
as “bread “loaf' and “cents” or any abbre 
viations thereof may be delineated upon the 
sheet or panel and a space left for the place 
ment of a separate and independent price 
index and then again the sheet or panel may 
be left blank except for certain structural 
details so that selected indicia may be re 
movably mounted thereon and all of them 
together making up the information or mes 
sage desired to be imparted to the public. 
The sheet or panel is provided with one or 

more rectangular, circular or other shaped 
space or spaces, area or areas 37 defined by 
a border or frame in the form of a rib 38 of 
concavo-convex cross-sectional shape, pressed 
or set up from the body of the sheet or panel, 
as shown in Fig. 3 and such rib or ribs have 
two or more apertures 39, through what 
might be termed the inner wall thereof, said 
apertures being of a number to correspond 
with the number of tongues on the indicia, 
used therewith and properly positioned to 
receive said tongues. 
An index 40 may be integral or of one 

piece construction as shown in Figs. 5, 6 and 
7 or it may be of sectional construction as 
shown in Figs. 4 and 8, and designated by 
the numeral 41. 
In every instance, the index has certain 

information or a notation 42 thereon in the 
form of words or their abbreviations, marks 
and numerals. . . . 

The sectional indicia are especially adapt 
ed for use in connection with two digit nu 
merals whereby in many instances the value 
of the numeral may be readily varied with 
out substituting an entire new index. This 
arrangement also provides for making, at 
different times, a great many numerals of 

1,879,554 

different values without having an infinite 
number of indicia. 

Each index has two or more tongues 43 
projecting from the edges thereof which are 
adapted to enter the apertures 39 upon slight 
ly flexing the indicia and the outer ends of 
these tongues are preferably of arcuate shape 
in order to eliminate corners and permit 
easy insertion of said tongues in the aper 
tures. 
Astorekeeper desiring to inform the pub 

lic as to the price or advantages of a certain 
commodity may select a complete sign ele 
ment from those contained in the storage 
compartment 29 after unfastening the upper 
end of the holder 23 and swinging said upper 
end outward on the trunnions 31 and plac 
ing the selected sign element in the frame in 
front of the holder after which said holder 
is returned to its position within the frame 
as shown in Fig. 11 and fastened in place. 
The compressible pads 30 will engage the 
back of the sign element and firmly hold it 
against the seat formed by the flanges 21 and 
so hold said sign element in a substantially 
flat rigid and neat condition. 

If the sign structure does not contain the 
desired complete sign element, the storekeep 
er may then select a sign element having that 
commodity which he wishes to advertise de 
lineated directly upon said sign element and 
then mount the proper indicia. On the balance 
of the sign element to impart the information 
desired. 

If neither of the above methods are satisfac- ' 
tory at the time or neither of the sign ele 
ments above referred to can be utilized to 
impart the information desired then a blank 
sign element or backer is selected and suit 
able indicia mounted thereon, for instance, 
as shown in Fig. 1 to produce a complete ad 
vertisement. 
Of course I do not wish to be limited to the 

exact details of construction as herein shown, 
as these may be varied within the limits of the 
appended claims without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. - 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and useful is:- 
1. A combination sign consisting of a 

frame provided with a seat at its front por 
tion, sign elements for interchangeable and 
Selective mounting in the frame against said 
seat, a holder having its lower end journalled 
in the frame whereby the upper end may be 
swung in and out, said holder comprising a 
back, bottom and side walls, bars transverse 
ly mounted between the side walls and fixed 
thereto and rubber pads mounted on the outer 
faces of said bars to engage a sign element in 
the frame and resiliently hold said sign ele 
ment on its seat and latches carried by the 
frame for coaction with the holder to retain 
the latter in place within the frame. 

2. The structure set forth in claim 1 where 
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in the bars are spaced from the back of the 
holder to define a storage compartment, said 
storage compartment adapted to contain un 
used parts of the sign. 

5 3. A combination sign consisting of a 
frame provided with a seat at its front por 
tion, sign elements for interchangeable and 
selective mounting in the frame against said 
seat, a holder having its lower end journalled 

20 in the frame whereby the upper end may be 
swung in and out, said holder comprising a 
back, bottom and side walls, and rubber pads 
mounted on the holder to engage a sign ele 
ment in the frame and resiliently hold said 
sign element on its seat, and means carried by 
the frame for coaction with holder to retain 
the latter in place within the frame. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto af 

fixed my signature. 
20 ADELBERT C. SIMKNS. 
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