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1.Claim.

This invention relates to:wall structures and
more particularly to an improved partition wall
base or panel retaining unit.

Wall bases or retaining units of the usual form
consist of a plurality of separate members which
are assembled and fitted at the site of installa-
tion and are of the nature that requires the use
of separate molding, concealing strips and splash
panels which are secured to the base or unit after
the wall has been plastered to conceal the ragged
edges of the plaster. This procedure necessi-
tates an expensive base or unit, molding or
splash panel, and also expensive handling and
inconvenient assembly at the site of installation
which is, in many instances, prohibitive to the
modern building cost.

One of the principal objects of the present
invention, therefore, is the provision of a retain-
ing unit for wall structures which is secured to
the floor for supporting a wall or retaining a
wall securely in place and which may be incor-
porated into the wall structure so as to form an
integral part thereof, which eliminates the use
of separate molding or splash panels by having
a portion substantially flush with the finished
- wall structure, and which has no exposed dust
and dirt collecting surfaces.

Another object is to provide a single unitary
structure in the form of a retaining unit for a
wall structure of any suitable composition such
as plaster, artificial board, pressed fibrous mate-
rial, cementitious material, or other materials,
many of which are well known and in common
use.

Another object is to provide a wall retaining
unit of this character with means therein for se-
curing upright supporting members, such as
channels, rods, studs, or the like, to which suit-
able lath such as the usual expanded metal lath,
wall board fastenings, and the like, are fastened
and for retaining the wall elements in place and
for retaining the laths in proper position prepar-
atory to the aspplication of plaster, or the like,
thereto, and which retains any associated wall
structure in position.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a complete retaining unit, having the above char-
acteristics, for partitions or the like, and which
may be conveniently and economically manufac-
tured, and which is composed of a minimum
number of parts and eliminates expensive assem-
bly at the place of manufacture or the site of in-
stallation.

Another object is to provide a unit of this
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in proper position and which affords a locking
engagement with the coated walls such that an

. accurately finished surface may be obtained and

the edges of the plaster of the coated wall adja-
cent the unit completely concealed without the
use of a separate molding or.concealing strip.

Another specific object is to provide a retaining
unit for a wall assembly which is adapted to be
secured to the floor and which comprises a sin-
gle elongated strip of metal bent to form a base
adapted to rest upon a floor and generally par-
allel upright side walls extending from the base
and in spaced relation to each other and ter-
minating in upwardly open retaining channels
of generally V-shaped cross section which are
adapted to interlock with the plaster, panel, or
other wall surfaces, when the wall is finished and
presents surfaces substantially flush with the out~
er surface of the side walls.

Other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent from the following specification wherein
reference is made to the drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a

- retaining unit with the upright supporting chan-
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nel in place; and

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the retain-
ing unit after the plaster has been applied.

The retaining unit indicated generally as at
20 consists of a pair of upright side walls 21 and
22 which are welded or otherwise suitably se-
cured to the flanges 23 of a central inverted chan-
nel 24 having a base 25. Mounted upon the base
25 of the inverted channel 24 is a smaller chan-

" nel 26 having ‘a base and upwardly extending
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flanges 271 which are slotted, as at 28, at a pre-
determined distance corresponding to the dis-
tance between the supporting channels or studs
29, so as to receive and accommodate the sup-
porting channels or studs. In order to secure
the structure to the floor, an upright channel
30, having flanges 31, is first secured to the floor
and then the flanges 22 and 23 of the retaining
unit are slipped over the flanges 31 of the chan-
nel 30. The base portions of the supporting
channels or studs 29 are passed between the slots
28 of the channels 26 and the flanges of the sup-
porting channels overlie the flanges 271 of the
channel 26, and may be, if desired, firmly se-
cured in place by welding, or otherwise secur-
ing the flanges of the channel 29 to the flanges
21 of the channels 26. Suitable lath, such as
expanded metal lath 42, is then fastened on the
upright channels if desired, and plaster 42 ap-
plied. Each of the side walls 21 and 22 at their

character which is quickly and easily installed 55 free margins are bent inwardly and downward-
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ly toward each other as at 37 and 38 and termi-
nate in upwardly extending portions 39 and 40
to form upwardly open retaining channels of gen-
erally V-shaped cross section. In some instances,
particularly in light walls constructed of panels,
gypsum blocks, and the like, the portions 317, 38,
39 and 40 may be eliminated and the retaining
unit 20 composed of portions 30, 2{ and 22 serve
to retain the wall and secure it in proper position,
or the panels or blocks may be formed to inter-
lock with the portions 37, 38, 39 and 40.

The retaining unit 20 is provided with a space
or duct 32 between the base 25 of the channel
24 and the base of the channel 30 for accommo-
dating electric wires, service and heat conduits,
etc., and thereby eliminating the use of separate
conduits. An opening 33, closed by a detachable
cover plate 34, is provided in the side walls 21

in order to facilitate access to the interior of.

the duct 32. :

It is apparent from the foregoing description
that a simple and effective retaining unit for wall
structures is provided and: that various.changes
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- position, lath carried by said posts, plaster carried
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and modifications can be made without departing
from the scope of the appended claim.

I claim:

In a wall assembly, a retaining unit compris-
ing a central inverted channel having a base and
side walls, upright side walls secured thereto
and extending upwardly from the base of the said
channel, upright channel members to be secured
to a floor and receivable between and fitting
against the side walls of the said inverted chan-
nel, upright supporting posts receivable between
said upright side wall members and resting on
the base of the inverted channel, means carried
by said unit between said upright side walls for
securing the upright supporting posts in fixed

by said lath and extending between said upright
walls, and- the upper margins of said upright
walls being arranged to interlock with the plaster
when the plaster is finished flush with the outer
surface of the said upright side walls.
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