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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN SHIRE, of Detroit, 

in the county of Wayne and State of Michi 
gall, have invented an Improvement in Swell 
Body Cutters, of which the following is a specification: 
The nature of my invention relates to an im 

provement in the construction of “swell-body” 
cutters or sleighs, and has for its object to pre 
vent the body from opening at the back or cor 
nerjoints, which has heretofore been one of 
the greatest objections to this style of body; 
and it consists in the peculiar construction of 
the “arm-belt,” as more fully hereinafter set 
forth. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved cutter-body. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of one-half of the arm-belt. 
In the drawing, A A represent the longi 

tudinal back-frames of a swell-body cutter, 
connected at the rear and top ends by the 
back-piece A'. B is the back-panel, and C is 
the side-panel, above which is the arm-belt D, 
bent from a single piece of timber, and extend 
ing from the dash back, far enough to overlap 
the back-frame A of its side, preferably to the 
middle of the girt A', where it will join the 
other belt. Before bending it is split by saw. 
ing from the back end as far as the front end 
of the arm-panel E. The outer part is halved 
on the back-frame A, to which it is secured by 
a wood-screw, a, and the back end is secured 

to the girt A' by a screw, a, besides gluin 
up the whole. The inner part of the be 
abuts against the back-frame, and the spa 
between the two parts (the saw-kerf) receiv 
the edges of the side and arm panels. T 
back of the body is finished by a bent arn 
rail, F, in the usual manner. 

If desired, the back ends of the belt nee 
not meet, but a piece may be inserted to fi 
out the space between the ends, which wille 
able the builder to bend the belt from a na 
rower plank; but in all cases the ends of ti 
belt-pieces must overlap the back-frames. 
Great difficulty has heretofore been exp 

rienced from the back corner-joints giving wa 
and opening under the shrinkage of the tin 
ber and changes of temperature, causing a 
noyance and expense to purchasers of th 
style of body, which I have overcome by mal 
ing the arm-belt overlap the back - frame 
whereby any tendency of the joints to ope 
would be overcome by the tensile resistanc 
of the belt. 
What I claim as my invention is 
The arm-belts D, when extended to overla 

the back-frames A of a swell-body cutter, sul 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

JOHN SEHIRE, 
Witnesses: 

H. F. EBERTs, 
EDWARD BARTHEL. 


