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300

302 /l/

Total Balance: $405,210.00

304 First Fund Company

Account Tax ID Fund name SH reg. Shares Balance

000111 123-45-6789 Growth John Smith 400 $150,111.00

000111 123-45-6789 Tech Fund John Smith 100 $ 50,111.00
' Total:  $200,222.00

sz

306 Second Fund Company
Account Tax ID Fund name SH reg. Shares Balance
\\ 999888 123-45-6789 Income Fund Trust for 200 $198,989.00
John Smith
999888 123-45-6789 IRA Fund John & Mary
Smith 123 $ 5,999.00

Total: $204,988.00

Figure 3
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Fig. 4 [S_tﬂ

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402 —~_| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
404 record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406 second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification

presenting the first and second portions of

the respective first and second response
408 —~ substantially simultaneously.
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Start

Fig. 4A

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402A~_| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
404A record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406A second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4B

/ receiving an account holder identification, the account holder \
identification being associated with first account information stored on
the first record keeping system and second account information on the

second record keeping system

402B~_| the account holder being associated with a first mutual fund account

stored on the first record keeping system and a second mutual fund

\ account on the second record keeping system /

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
404B record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406B second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4C

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402C~_"| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification
404C the transmitting based on a cross reference of account holder
identification to record keeping systems

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406C second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4D

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402D~_| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification
404D the transmitting based on a dynamic cross-reference of account holder
identification to record keeping systems

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406D second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4E

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402E~_| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
404E record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification

C

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
406E account holder identification
updating the cross-reference of account holder identification to record
keeping systems based on the first and second responses
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Start

Fig. 4F

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402F~_~| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

/ transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and \
second record keeping systems, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the account holder identification

404F — | wherein transmitting the first request is based on a cross-reference of
account holder identification to record keeping systems and
transmitting the second request is based on a list of record keeping
\ systems known to be absent from the cross-reference /

L

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406F second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4G

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402G ~_/| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification
404G the transmitting based on a list of record keeping systems

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406G second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4H

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402H~_"| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

/ transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and \
second record keeping systems, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the account holder identification

404H" wherein the first request is transmitted to the first record keeping
system that stores account information in a first format and the second
record keeping system that stores account information in a second
format, the first format being different from the second format

L

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406H second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 41

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
4021 ~_/| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

ﬂransmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification

wherein the first request is transmitted to the first record keeping system

4041~ that stores account information in a first format and the second record

keeping system that stores account information in a second format, the

first record keeping system being operated by a different entity then
second record keeping system.

NS : J

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406l second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4J

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder

identification being associated with first account information stored on

402J ~_~| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system '

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification;
404 transmitting the first action requesting a status of the first and second
financial account

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406J second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Start

Fig. 4K

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402K~_~| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
second record keeping system

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
404K record keeping systems, the first and second requests requesting
information associated with the account holder identification

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406K - second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification '

presenting the first and second portions of

the respective first and second response
408K —~ substantially simultaneously.
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Start

Fig. 4L

receiving an account holder identification, the account holder
identification being associated with first account information stored on
402L-~| the first record keeping system and second account information on the
' second record keeping system
receiving a first user identification

transmitting first and second requests to the respective first and second
record keeping systems, the first and second requests reguesting
information associated with the account holder identification
4041 transmitting a second user identification with the first request, the first
user identification being different from the second user identification

receiving first and second responses from the respective first and
406L second record keeping systems, the first and second responses
including substantially real-time financial information associated with the
account holder identification
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Fig. 4M -

receiving a first input, the first input being associated with a first financial
account residing on the first record keeping system and a second
402M—~_~| financial account on a second substantially real-time record keeping
system, the first record keeping system being different from the second
record keeping system

transmitting a plurality of requests to the plurality of record keeping
404 systems

receiving a response from each of the plurality of record keeping

406M systems

presenting a portion of at least one

response to the user
408M —_~
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Fig. 4N O

receiving a first input, the first input being associated with a first financial
account residing on the first record keeping system and a second
402N —~_| financial account on a second substantially real-time record keeping
system, the first record keeping system being different from the second
record keeping system

transmitting a plurality of requests to the plurality of record keeping
404N systems based on a list of financial institutions and associated record
keeping systems

receiving a response from each of the plurality of record keeping

406N systems

presenting a portion of at least one
response to the user

408N—""__~
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Fig. 40 @

receiving a first input, the first input being associated with a first financial
account residing on the first record keeping system and a second
4020 ~_"| financial account on a second substantially real-time record keeping
system, the first record keeping system being different from the second
record keeping system

transmitting a plurality of requests to the plurality of record keeping
404 systems based in part on a list of record keeping systems and based in
part of a cross-reference list of record keeping systems and the account
holder identification

receiving a response from each of the plurality of record keeping
406 systems

presenting a portion of at least one

4080 ——_ response to the user
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Fig. 4P @

receiving a first input, the first input being associated with a first financial
account residing on the first record keeping system and a second
402P—~_"| financial account on a second substantially real-time record keeping
system, the first record keeping system being different from the second
record keeping system

transmitting a plurality of requests to the plurality of record keeping
404P systems

receiving a response from each of the plurality of record keeping
406P systems
receiving an response indicating the record keeping system lacks
account information associated with the account holder identification

presenting a portion of at least one

response to the user
408P——__~ P
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500
/I/ 502
Vision Mutual Fund Gateway //
Monthly Billing Summary Report

Report Number: RO7960 504
Source program: B10108
Job: MFIM426B
System: DFE
Corp Billing ID
Management Code: BU
Billing Period: 11/1/99-11/30/1999
Billable inquiry Views: 325  View Charges $16.25 506
Billable Vision ID's: 80  Vision ID Charges $ 400.00
Billable Purchases 100  Purchases $50.00
Billable Redemptions 35  Redemptions $17.50
Billable Exchanges 30  Exchanges $15.00
Billable New Accounts 50  New Accounts $25

Total . $523.75

Figure 5
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700 Authenticating a user with a first user

4

User requests access to financial information

702 ~

Is the financial
information on the first
record-keeping system

user D

B
-

109 o Determine a second J

Send a request to a record-keeping system
705 ~| associated with the financial information

}

information to the user

Recéive a response from the record-keeping
706 -~ . . ;
system associated with the financial
B information
07 Present the financial J

FIGURE 7
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[ Vision - Signon - {E for DST Systems ) {_]olx

| Ete Edt View Go Favorites Help

| ook » 2 « @0 @ @searen [EFavortes Gristory | LA 3 ] - 5]

| Aderess ] htt:swww.dstiision.com

>

Sign up for Vision
Change Password
Help

i : ;; (@) (o]
Mutual Fund Gateway
A Product of DST Systems, Inc.

—]
Password — DIS
Systems

Copyright © 1898 DST Systems, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Operator 1D

4

Sign on window
FIGURE 8(A)

[E] Vision - Management Company Seleclion - IE for DST Systems [ [=]ES

File Edit View Go Favorites Help

Vision®
Management Company Selection

AMERICAN FUND SERVICES MGMT e
BETA FUNDS MGMT FOR ALLIANCE

BFDS UPLOAD GROUP

FEDERATED SERVICES - TEST

FORTIS FINANCIAL GROUP

FOUNDERS FUNDS, INC 2

FRANK RUSSELL INVESTMENT COMPANY
FRANK RUSSELL INVESTMENT COMPANY
GLOBAL PRIME INVESTORS FUNDS
JANUS CAPITAL CORP FOR JM

SELECT

4]

Help

Copyright © 1998 DST Systems Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Management Company Selection window
FIGURE 8(B)
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E]\ﬁsion - Menu - Microsoft intemet Explorer

I (] E3

File Edit View Favoites Tools Help

Menu

® Fund information
® Net Access Value Summary
® Distribution Information

® Order Information

® Dealer Information

@ Account Summary
By Rep/ Advisor

Search Accounts By: Retirement Plans
LRetirement Plan Information

Electronic Media

® Electronic Statements
® View Fund Documents

»

GLOBAL PRIME INVESTORS
FUNDS

v

For Fund and Shareholder information, please call (816) 843-6712.

E-Mail to GLOBAL PRIME INVESTORS FUNDS Disclaimer Help
E-Mail to Vision Support

Copyright ©1999 DST Systems, Inc. Ali Rights Reserved.

q|

Vision Menu Window
FIGURE 8(C)

E] Vision - Shareholder Account History - IE for DST Systems

| (5] E3

| Fle Eot View Favorites TJools Help

N <Z )
\j

AN

v GLOBAL PRIME INVESTORS FUNDS

NO-LOAD FUND

Shareholder Account History
Ticker: CSMMF CUSIP CUSIP9500

Fund Code 95

Account 9000065233 SEATTLE FIRST NATL BANK CUST
Tax ID/SSN: 474-92-4417 IRA/ RONALD KELLERMAN

46 ONION STREET

NORTHFIELD MN 55057
Description Confim Date  Trade Date Price Discount Schedule  Shares Share Balance
Transaction Sequence # Transmiter 1D Batch # Schedule Catagory # Cash
Interest Credit 09/03/1997 09/03/1997 $1,000 00 3.0500 17,341,800
0000007 011/003 9999 / 888 PM 00 No
Interest Credit 08/27/1997 08/27/1997 $1,000 00 3.2400 17,337.5200
0000006 011 /003 9999 / 811 PM 00 No
Interest Credit 08/27/1997 08/27/1997 $1,000 00 9.1800  17,323.3400
0000005 0117003 9999/ 811 PM 00 No

Shareholder Account History Window

FIGURE 8(D)
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800

Columns { Ficld Name - F‘féld Type | MO | Values Description

1-4 Project ID Alphe 4 M Project identifier used 10 identily
the fayout. Assigned by DST.

5-7 Header Version Num 3 Send spaces | Version of Header. For future
of aull use.
valucs

X

901 8-17 Packet Length MNum [0 Total length of data stream
. t including the header

18-20 Data Version Num 3 Send spaces | Version of the Data. For fuwrg
or null use.
values

Length of dala area, not includiog

21-30 Data Leagilt Num 10 M
header (0 if no data).

3147 Transaction 1D Alpha 17 M Transaction identificr. For
cxample, ACCTHIST@VISION.

. This forman is not required. If an
902~ alernatc ransaction JD forenal is
prefeered. the new name and
format is required for cach typce of
transaction. The Neld typeslenpth
remains the same.

48-57 Soucce System ID | Alpha 10 Send spaces | Indicates the source of the
- message. This value is used for

903 ‘ information purposcs. DST wil)
assign these values to tie messape
originators. For futurc use.

58-67 Source Tag Num {0 M Operator This ficld can be used by the
904 defined sourcc applicatios to anacli an
- “idenitfication™ 1ag 10 individual
transactions. This value will be

rewrned in the response header.

68-77 Qpcratoc 1D Alpha 10 M Vision or The Operator D (Vision) used 10
905 Exiernal log on.
Fund ID
78-85 PPassword Alpha 8 M Send spaces
—
86-89 Relurn Code Num 4 M 0000- Retwrn Code.
Normal
Q0 [0-Crror
906 90-97 Error Code Alplia B 0 Error Code from the targe
i system. T'his could be used us a

reference «f the Vision operaor
should call the fuad.

98-337 1 Crror Data Alpha 240 L l Send spaces | DST use anly.

FIGURE 9
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ACTFOO0! Severe system ¢rror has accurred.
- detccied a problem. Please ¢all the Vision Help
1001 line at 800-435-4112 gnd report the eror code
below for assistance.
ACTFO002 The system is currently perfonming updates as a | Piles unavailable for read access due to
result of today’s business. The information you | system updates or file outages.
— have atiempted 10 retricve is temporarily
unavailable. Please try again later. We
1002 . - . .
apologize for the incenvenience. Flease click
the Back buiton on your browser to rerwrn (o
the previous page. N
ACTFO0Q) The request failed because your Operator ID is | Operator [D not muthorized.
1003 not autharized t0:perform this funciion, Please
call the Vigion Help ling at 800-435-4112 for
assistance.
ACTTF0013 The fund is currcntly unable o process this The fund is unable to process the request,
1004 L request within the allotted time. <ither because of nctwork overioad or
Lecause the request cannot be processed
within the allotted time,
FIGURE 10
Transaction Fixed Request Data
lurmas | Fleld Name M 4 W»_': Values Description v
1-13 Security Issuc ID | Alpha 13 M Ideatifics the mutual fund. This
ficld contains a two-claracter
1101 . v counry code (00), a nine-
) characier CUSIP. 2 one-
characier check digit (0}, and &
one-characier test ¢ode (P).
14.33 Account Number { Alplia 20 M The unique identi fier for a
1102 .o sharcowncr account withiv a
mutual (und.
34-58 Index Alphia 25 M Index to request additional
1103 accounts when list is louger (han
s a single request,

FIGURE 11
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Transaction Variable Repeatable Response Data

G Wi IR R SHERIT e ]
Columns | Fiéld Name | Field Type escription "
AT R T 5 At e
17 Key Suffix Num 7 0 Transaction sequence number in
the history.
8-13 Transaction Alpha & o) Indicates the type of wransaction.
— Idenifier Formatted as xxx/xxx (the /' is
1201 hard coded afier the thicd
characier).
| 14-28 Shares Num {5 M 1.4 Number of shares involved in
1202 N the transaction.
| 2943 Gross Amount Num15 | M | 132 Dollar amount of the
1203 ' ransaciion.
~| 44.58 Running Balance | Num 15 M {14 Cumulative share balance of
1204 account.
1205~ 59-68 Conlirmation Charl0 | | M MM/DD/ Date transaction was processed.
Date YYYY
69-78 Trade Datc Char 10 M MM/DDY/ Date transaction was priced.
YYYY
79-87 Price Num 9 M 54 Irice used for the wransaction.
88-94 Batch Numbcer Num 7 Q Transaclion processing group
aumber,
95 Pre/Tost Noon Alpha J o B=Before Determines if the transaction
Noon occurred before noon oc alter
noon.
A=Aller
Noon
96-97 Discount Num 2 Q Code indicating the price break
Catcgory a sharcholder will reccive on
new shares purchased.
98 Ceruficaie Issue Alpha | O Y/MN Indicates certificate was issued
Codc on a purchase transaclion.
99-128 Transaction Alpha 30 M The alpha description of the
1206 — Description - transaction.

FIGURE 12
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Vision
1 Fund Gateway

@)

Enrollment Form

Select the level at which you will access Vision.

1403~ Dealer Provides access to all accounts assigned
to your broker/dealer firm.

1404~ granch Provides access to all accounts assigned to
your branch office.

1405~ Rep Provides access to your individual accounts in which
you are the representative or advisor of record. Each
representative must complete his or her own enrollment.

1406 —~_| Tax ID .Provides access to accounts grouped under a
single tax identification number. Tax ID access

may be appropriate for trust companies and banking

institutions. Tax ID access is not available at the

shareowner Social Security level.

FIGURE 14(c)
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Vision
| Fund Gateway®

Enrollment Form
Dealer Access

This enroliment form provides access to all accounts assigned to your
Broker/Dealer firm. If you are in the incorrect form, please click
"Cancel & Close Window". If this is the correct form for the access you
require, please scroll down to complete. Fields marked in bold are required.

Cancel & Close Window

Broker/Dealer Name: | ]
Last: . First:
Contact Person: | ] | ]
Contact's E-Mail Address: | , ]

Correspondence regarding Vision access
is communicated by e-mail;

without a valid e-mail address,

some communication may be delayed.

Mailing Address: |
[
|

City: |
State or Province: ZIP Code:
I Y
Country: [United States M
Phone Number: ([ ])I ] [ dextl J
Fax Number:([ ])[ | R

Number of Required [i |
Vision IDs:

[Continue|[Reset|

|Cancel Enroliment|

FIGURE 14(d)
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Vision
| Fund Gateway®

Enrollment Form
Branch Access

This enroliment form provides access to all accounts assigned to your branch
office. If you are in the incorrect form, please click "Cancel & Close Window".
If this is the correct form for the access you require, please scroll down to
complete. Fields marked in bold are required.

Cancel & Close Window

Broker/Dealer Name: | |
Firm Name: | ]

Last: First:
Contact Person: | ] ]
Contact's E-Mail Address: | ]

Correspondence regarding Vision access
is communicated by e-mail;

without a valid e-mail address,

some communication may be delayed.

Mailing Address: |
[
{

City: [
State or Province: ZIP Code:
C.C ]
Country: [United States T
Phone Number: (l ])I ] | lext. ]

FaxNumber:(I l)l P ]

Number of Required [i ]
Vision IDs:

[Continue|[Reset|

[Cancel Enrollment]

FIGURE 14(e)
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Vision
1 Fund Gateway®

Enrollment Form
Representative Access

This enrollment form provides access to your individual accounts in which you are
the representative or advisor of record. Each representative must complete his or her
own enroliment. If you are in the incorrect form, please click "Cancel & Close Window".
If this is the correct form for the access you require, please scroll down to complete.
Fields marked in bold are required.

Cancel & Close Window

Fields marked in bold are required. Correct completion of this form is essential to
processing your enroliment. An incomplete form will be returned to you and your
enroliment will not be processed until the correct information is submitted.

(If you are not affiliated with a Broker/Dealer,
type FEE ADVISOR in this field.)

Broker/Dealer Name: [ ]

Firm Name: | ]
Last: First:
Contact Person: | ] |

Contact's E-Mail Address: | i |

Correspondence regarding Vision access
is communicated by e-mail;

without a valid e-mail address,

some communication may be delayed.

Mailing Address: |

]

L ]

[ |

City: | 1
State or Province: ZIP Code:

— C 1. —

Country: {United States M
‘Phone Number: (I |)| . dextll ]
Fax Number: (l l)l 1.1

Number of Required [1
Vision IDs:

|Continue |[Reset|

ICancel Enrollment]
FIGURE 14(f)
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Fig. 15A [sr)

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a
1502A user

ﬁeceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504A - combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the third account stored on the third record keeping j

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
information associated with the selected account holder identification

1506A

1508A transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
1510A keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification




U.S. Patent Sep. 25, 2007 Sheet 36 of 46 US 7,275,046 B1

Fig. 15B

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a
1502B user

receiving identification of a selected account holder by the first\
device, the selected account holder identification being indicative of
at least one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or
a combination thereof, the selected account holder identification
being associated with the first account stored on the first record
1504B — keeping system and the second account on the second record
keeping system if the selected account holder identification is
indicative of the first account holder, the selected account holder
identification being associated with the third account stored on the
third record keeping system and the fourth record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the second
account holder
wherein the first account holder is associated with a first mutual fund
account stored on the first record keeping system and a second
mutual fund account on the second record keeping system, and the
second account holder is associated with a third mutual fund account

Q’ed on the third record keeping system and a fourth mutual fund

stored on the fourth record keeping systems

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
information associated with the selected account holder identification

15068

ftransmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record\

keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder

1508B —~{ identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder

identification
N\ | J

ftransmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification )

1510B —_]

-
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Fig. 15C

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a
1502C user

ﬁeceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504C ~ ™1 combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
\ associated with the third account stored on the third record keeping /

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain

c information associated with the selected account holder identification
1506

1508C transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
, identification
the transmitting based on a cross-reference of account holder
identification to record keeping systems

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
1510C keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
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Fig. 15D

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a

1502D user

ﬂeceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504D ~ ™~ combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the third account stored on the third record keepingj

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
information associated with the selected account holder identification
1506D

1508D transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
the transmitting based on a dynamic cross-reference of account holder
identification to record keeping systems

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
15100 keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
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Fig. 15E

receiving an identitier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a

1502E user

receiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504E ~ ™ combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
Kassociated with the third account stored on the third record keeping /

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
information associated with the selected account holder identification

1506E

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
the transmitting based on a dynamic cross-reference of account holder
identification to record keeping svstems

1508E

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
updating the cross-reference of account holder identification to record
keeping systems based on the responses.

1510E
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Start

Fig. 15F

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a
user
1502F ‘

ﬁaceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
1504F ~———{ system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
Kassociated with the third account stored on the third record keeping /

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
1506F information associated with the selected account holder identification

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective recom
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
1508F —~4 requesting information assotiated with the selected account holder
identification
the transmitting of at least one of the requests based on a cross-
reference of account holder identification to record keeping systems
and the transmitting of at least one of the requests based on a list of
uecord keeping systems known to be absent from the cross-reference/

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
1510F keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
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Start

Fig. 15G

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a

1502G user

meceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504G ~—{ combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
\associated with the third account stored on the third record keeping /

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
information associated with the selected account holder identification
1506G

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
1508G keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
the transmitting based on a list of record keeping svstems

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
1510G keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
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Fig. 15H

f receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a )
1502H ~_ . user
- J/

/receiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504H ~ "~ combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
\associated with the third account stored on the third record keeping /

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
1506H —~—1 information associated with the selected account holder identification

ﬂnsmitﬁng requests by the first device to each of the respective
record keeping systems associated with each of the selected account

holder identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second
requests requesting information associated with the selected account
holder identification
the transmitting including transmitting, the selected account holder is
indicative of the first account holder, at least one of the requests to
1508H —_ the first record keeping system that stores account information in a
first format and at least one of the requests to the second record
keeping system that stores account information in a second format,
the first format being different from the second format, or, if the
selected account holder is indicative of the second account holder, at
least one of the requests to the third record keeping system that
stores account information in a third forma and at least one of the
requests to the fourth record keeping system that stores account

information in a fourth format, the third format being different from the
\ fourth format /

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
1510H keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
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Fig. 151

( receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a h
15021 ~ user

- J

ﬁeceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
15041 — ™ combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the third account stored on the third record keeping/

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
15061 —~— information associated with the selected account holder identification

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective
record keeping systems associated with each of the selected
account holder identification substantially simultaneously, the first
and second requests requesting information associated with the
selected account holder identification
the transmitting including transmitting, the selected account holder is
indicative of the first account holder, at least one of the requests to
15081 ——| the first record keeping system that stores account information in a
first format and at least one of the requests to the second record
keeping system that stores account information in'a second format,
the first record keeping system being operated by a different entity
then second record keeping system, or, if the selected account
holder is indicative of the second account holder, at least one of the
requests to the third record keeping system that stores account
information in a third forma and at least one of the requests to the
fourth record keeping system that stores account information in a

fourth format, the third record keeping system being operated ty

different entity then fourth record keeping system

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
15101 keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
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Fig. 15J >

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a

1502J user

ﬁeceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first devica
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504 ~— 1 combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the third account stored on the third record keepingJ

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
information associated with the selected account holder identification

1506J

15084 transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
the transmitting

transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record
1510J keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification
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Fig. 15K (==

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a
1502K uset - '

ﬁeceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
1504K ~ ™1 combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the third account stored on the third record keeping /

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
1506K information associated with the selected account holder identification

1508K transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record\
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification : )

(transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record\
1510K —~— keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification

N J
|

1512K ,—\_/r presenting portions of the responses substantially simultaneously

\. J
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15L e

receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a first device from a
user
1502L

1504L —

ﬂaceiving identification of a selected account holder by the first device,\
the selected account holder identification being indicative of at least
one of the first account holder, the second account holder, or a
combination thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first record keeping
system and the second account on the second record keeping system if
the selected account holder identification is indicative of the first
account holder, the selected account holder identification being .

1506L

1508L ——~—

1510L —~ keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder

1512L ﬂ{ verifying that the identifier of the financial intermediary is authorized to h

associated with the third account stored on the third record keeping

receiving a command by the first device from the user to obtain
information associated with the selected account holder identification

(transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record\
keeping systems associated with each of the selected account holder
identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification

N Yl

(transmitting requests by the first device to each of the respective record\

identification substantially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected account holder
identification

- /

view the first and second responses
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SIMULTANEOUS REAL-TIME ACCESS TO
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The following applications are related by subject matter
and are hereby incorporated by reference:

Application Ser. No. 09/475,634 entitled “Real-Time Pre-
sentation of Financial Information,” currently pending.

Application Ser. No. 09/475,636 entitled “Method of
Accessing Financial Information,” now abandoned.

Application Ser. No. 09/476,073 entitled “Method of
Account Holder Access to Financial Information,” now
abandoned.

Application Ser. No. 09/475,538 entitled “Method of Charg-
ing for Access to Financial Information,” now abandoned.

BACKGROUND

A user of financial system must log-on to the financial
system before the user performs an action such as an inquiry
or a transaction. If the user wishes to access another financial
system, the user must log-on to the second financial system.
Each financial system usually has its own menus and pre-
sents information in its own manner. Thus, a user, who
wishes to access multiple financial systems, must remember
multiple log-on user IDs and passwords and learn to operate
each financial system. This process is time consuming and
difficult. If the user wishes to access information from
multiple financial system, the user access each financial
system serially, create time lags between accesses. Addi-
tionally, some financial systems charge fees based on the
user’s actions. If a database provider, also called a data
warehouse company, maintains the database for the financial
institution and provides access to the users, the database
provider charges access fees. However, access and fees are
limited to fees associated with accessing the databases that
the database provider maintains.

BRIEF SUMMARY

The present invention is defined by the following claims,
and nothing in this section should be taken as a limitation on
those claims. By way of introduction, the preferred embodi-
ments describe below include a method of simultaneously
presenting user specific real-time financial information
includes authenticating a user, for example by using a
user-id and password. Then receiving an input from the user
indicating the shareholder of interest. The user is then
presented with a list of the shareholder’s account informa-
tion. The shareholder account information can be retrieved
from several different record keeping systems. The record
keeping systems can be maintained by different entities and
can store the respective account information in different
formats. The shareholder account information can be
retrieved by broadcasting an account inquiry to the record
keeping systems or by using a cross-reference table that
indicates which record keeping systems the shareholder has
accounts with. A combination of the broadcast and cross-
reference table can be used.Once the shareholder account
information is presented, the user can select an account, for
example by a hyperlink tag, and receive detailed information
about that account.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF
THE DRAWINGS

The present invention is illustrated by way of example
and not limitation in the accompanying figures. In the
figures, like reference numbers indicate identical or func-
tionally similar elements. Additionally, the left-most digit(s)
of a reference number identifies the figure in which the
reference number first appears.

FIG. 1 is a representation of an embodiment of a system
for accessing financial information;

FIG. 2 is a representation of an embodiment of databases
stored in a financial record keeping system; and

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an embodiment of a screen with
multiple regions displaying real-time financial information
from multiple record keeping systems simultaneously;

FIGS. 4A-4P are flow charts depicting the operation of
alternate embodiments of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is one embodiment of a screen with a portfolio
view;

FIG. 5 is a representation of a bill showing the charges;

FIG. 6 is a representation of an embodiment of a system
for accessing financial information;

FIG. 7 is a representation of an embodiment of a method
of accessing financial information;

FIG. 8(a) is a representation of an embodiment of a screen
for signing-on to the system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8(b) is a representation of an embodiment of a screen
with a list of financial institutions that a user may access;

FIG. 8(c) is a representation of an embodiment of a
financial institution menu window;

FIG. 8(d) is a representation of an embodiment of a
shareholder account history;

FIG. 9 is a representation of an embodiment of a header
portion of a message;

FIG. 10 is a representation of an embodiment of error
codes for FIG. 4;

FIG. 11 is a representation of an embodiment of a request
message;

FIG. 12 is a representation of an embodiment of a
response message;

FIG. 13 is a representation of an embodiment of a method
of enrolling a user for accessing a financial institution;

FIG. 14(a)-14(f) are representations of windows for
enrolling a new user or adding access to additional financial
institutions.

FIGS. 15A-15L are flow charts depicting the operation of
alternate embodiments of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

A financial intermediary, such as a stockbroker, needs to
access his clients’ financial information. The clients’ finan-
cial information often includes information about accounts
at different mutual fund companies and that information is
often maintained on different record keeping systems. The
present invention allows the financial intermediary to view
substantially simultaneously the clients’ financial informa-
tion from multiple record keeping systems with one user 1D
and password. This significantly simplifies the process of
accessing the clients’ financial information.

DST Systems’ Vision Mutual Fund Gateway (Vision)
incorporates some, but not all, of the features describe
below. Vision includes an interactive internet site, www.d-
stvision.com, that allows financial intermediaries to access
financial information in a real-time environment. Financial
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intermediaries include broker/dealers, financial advisors,
financial representatives, and other. The financial informa-
tion accessible through vision includes fund, shareowner
account, and dealer information. Specifically, the financial
information includes real-time information such as share-
holder positions, account options, transaction histories, fund
pricing and vyields. Further, the financial information
includes fund information, net asset value summaries, dis-
tribution information, order information, dealer information,
branch information, representative information, and account
summaries by representatives or advisor number. Vision also
supports information inquiry that include inquiries to
account information by dealer account number, fund account
number, shareholder name, tax identification number or
social security number, and representative or advisor num-
ber.

Vision provides access to all authorized fund groups via
a single log-on, real-time fund and shareholder account
information, transaction processing, and new account cre-
ation. Vision is accessible via an intranet or other networks,
such as the Internet.

FIG. 1 is a representation of an embodiment of a system
100 for accessing and presenting financial information. The
system 100 includes a computer 104, a server 106, and first
and second record keeping systems 108, 110. The computer
104 includes a personal computer, terminal, laptop, palmtop,
mainframe, or other device capable of communicating with
the server 106. In an embodiment, the computer 104
includes an output device such as a monitor, a diskette drive,
or a printer. The computer 104 includes an user interface for
receiving inputs from the user and providing outputs to the
user.

The server 106 communicates with the computer 104 and
a plurality of record keeping systems, for example the first
record keeping system 108 and the second record keeping
system 110. In an embodiment, the server 106 includes an
access module and an user interface module. The access
module is capable of accessing a plurality of independent
substantially real-time financial record keeping databases.
The user interface module is capable of receiving inputs
from a user and presenting results to a user. In an other
embodiment, the server 106 includes a user interface, record
keeping system interface, and a router. The user interface
communicates with an authorized user and receives user
requests from the user and transmits user responses to the
user. The record keeping system interface accesses informa-
tion on first and second record keeping systems that main-
tain respective first and second account information in
different formats. The router routes user requests to the first
or second record keeping system as appropriate.

In a preferred embodiment, the first and second record
keeping systems 108, 110 are owned by different entities,
such as mutual fund companies. The server 106 may be
owned by the same entity that owns one of the first and
second record keeping systems 108, 110 or other entity. An
example of a record keeping is DST Systems’ TA2000®.

In an embodiment, the records stored in the first and
second record keeping systems 108, 110 are stored in
different formats. In another embodiment, the record keep-
ing systems 108, 110 have different data structures or
different operating systems. The record keeping systems
108, 110 are controlled by a.) a data warechouse company
that maintains the data for a financial institution, b.) the
financial institution maintains their own data warehouse, or
c.) another entity.

The records stored in the first and second record keeping
systems 108, 110 include account information, such as
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mutual fund accounts, annuities, and other financial infor-
mation, and fund information, such as yield to date, and net
asset value. The records may include other account and/or
fund information.

A user at the computer 104 accesses the information
stored on the first and second record keeping systems 108,
110 through the server 106. Preferably the users are financial
intermediaries. The computer 104 accesses the server 106
via the Internet, a direct connect, an intranet, or other
mechanism. Preferably, the computer 104 accesses the
server 106 via the Internet using the secure socket layer
protocol (SSL). Preferably, the first and second record
keeping systems 108, 110 maintain real-time financial infor-
mation on accounts and funds.

The server 106 maintains several databases that track
relationships. The relationships are stored in tables, data-
base, flat files, or with other mechanisms. These databases
include authentication information, such as the operator ID
and password that are used during user log-on. The data-
bases include the relationship between the operator 1D and
remote systems operator IDs.

For example, a user signs onto the system 100 using an
operator ID and password. When that user accesses a record
keeping system, the server 106 determines an second ID for
the record keeping system associated with the operator 1D
and password. The server 106 sends a request for informa-
tion to the record keeping system with the second ID, that is
the operator ID or remote system operator ID. Thus, a user
need only remember the operator ID and password for the
server 106, and need not know the IDs for the record keeping
systems. Each record keeping system uses its own ID or the
server operator ID.

The server 106 also maintains information representing
the relationships between operator 1D and the user’s finan-
cial companies. For example, after a user logs-on to the
server 106 with an operator 1D and password, a list of fund
families is presented. The list includes the funds that the user
is allowed to access. Fund families are also called fund
companies, mutual fund companies, and management com-
panies.

The server 106 also maintains a routing table that repre-
sents the relationship between the fund companies and the
record keeping system where their financial data is stored.
This table is used to route request to record keeping systems.
Financial data includes account data and fund data.

For example, when the server 106 receives an inquiry for
fund information, the server 106 determines which record
keeping entity has the data for that fund. A request for an
action is then transmitted to that record keeping entity.
Preferably, the request includes an action code or action
indicator that indicates an action to be taken. Likewise, the
response includes a response code or response indicator that
indicates the status of the action. In one embodiment, the
record keeping systems are directly connected with the
server 106, and the routing includes port identifications,
where each record keeping system is associated with a port.
Preferably, the server 106 communicates with the first and
second record keeping systems via a secure access, such as
a direct connection. In this example, the server 106 is a
trusted system and the first and second record keeping
systems do not require the server 106 to be authenticated.
The action can include an inquiry, a transaction, or other
activity related to an account or fund. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the record keeping systems are directly connected
with the server 106, and the routing includes port identifi-
cations, where each record keeping system is associated with
aport. Preferably, the server 106 communicates with the first
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and second record keeping systems via a secure access, such
as a direct connection. In this example, the server 106 is a
trusted system and the first and second record keeping
systems do not require the server 106 to be authenticated.

Financial intermediaries are often associated with dealer,
branch, and representative identifiers. In a preferred embodi-
ment, the record keeping system may maintain the relation-
ships between each operator ID and the operator’s dealer,
broker, and representative. The dealer, broker, representative
information is used to control access to account and fund
information on the record keeping system. For example, a
representative has access to his clients” account information.
A branch manager has access the account information of the
representatives in that branch. A dealer has access to the
account information of the representatives at each branch.

Alternatively, the server 106 maintains the relationships
between a user’s operator ID and the dealer, branch, and
representative associated with the operator ID. The dealer,
branch, and representative is provided to the record keeping
system in a request for information or a request for a
transaction.

In a preferred embodiment, the first record keeping sys-
tem 108 is a TA2000® system and the server 106 is a FAN®
switch and a Stratus® server.

Optionally, a user at the computer 104 also accesses a
record keeping system independently of the server 106. For
example, direct connection is offered by some record keep-
ing systems.

After the server 106 transmits a request for information to
a record keeping system, the server 106 receives a response
from the record keeping system. The server 106 evaluates
the response and selectively presents a portion of the
response to the use. The response includes the requested
information or an error message. Portion of multiple
responses can be presented to the user serially or substan-
tially simultaneously.

In an embodiment, the server 106 executes a computer
program(s) embodied on a computer-readable medium
capable of presenting real-time financial account informa-
tion to authenticated users. The computer program(s)
includes a security module, a communication module, and a
presentation module. The security module authenticates
users for example with a user ID and password. The com-
munication module communicates with at least first and
second record keeping systems. The first and second record
keeping system storing at least first and second real-time
financial accounts in respective first and second storage
formats. The first storage format being different from the
second storage format. The communication module sending
first and second requests for real-time financial account
information to the respective first and second record keeping
systems and receiving first and second responses from the
respective first and second record keeping systems. The
presentation module presents a portion of the first and
second responses serially or substantially simultaneously.

In another embodiment, the server 106 includes an access
module and a user interface module. The access module
accesses a plurality of independent substantially real-time
financial record keeping databases. The user interface mod-
ule receives requests and presenting results relating to the
plurality of independent substantially real-time financial
record keeping databases. The user interface module pre-
sents a uniform set of user displays for accessing the
independent substantially real-time financial record keeping
databases. Some of the modules described above may be
implemented separate from the server 106, such as on the
computer 104.
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The user provides authentication information, such as a
user identification and password. Preferably, the user estab-
lishes an account by accessing an Internet based site and
entering a user ID and password. Then the user enters
contact and verification information that includes user’s
name, address, social security number, phone number,
e-mail address, and other information. During subsequent
accesses, the user enters the user ID and password. When a
user has forgotten a user ID or password, a message con-
taining the forgotten information can be sent to a secure
e-mail system, such as DST Systems’ ePriority system.
Alternatively, a user enters information such as social secu-
rity number, and/or date of birth to verify their identity, and
the forgotten information is presented to the user. Once
authenticated, the user enters an identification or identifica-
tions of the account holder(s) that the user wishes to get
information about. A request for account information asso-
ciated with the account holder identification(s) is sent to
various record keeping systems. A response is received from
those record keeping systems.

The request for account information is sent to the record
keeping systems known to have information associated with
the account holder identification. This can be determined by
using a cross-reference table that indicates which record
keeping systems have information associated with a given
account holder’s identification. This cross-reference table is
created after the user enrolls with the server 106. Preferably,
the record keeping systems or the financial institutions
provide the cross-reference information to server 106. Some
record keeping systems or the financial institutions may
choose not provide the cross-reference information. In this
case, they receive a broadcast request for information every
time a request for information is sent.

Alternatively, this cross-reference between account hold-
er’s identification and accounts is created during the enroll-
ment process where each fund company is identified by the
user. A cross-reference between fund company and record
keeping system is used to create the cross-reference table
between account holder identification and record keeping
system.

Alternatively, the cross-reference table is created in whole
or in part based on previous responses to broadcast requests
for information. That is, a request for account information
associated with an account holder identification is sent to
some or all of the known record keeping systems. The
broadcast is performed periodically or on an ad hoc basis.
The responses indicate which record keeping systems have
account information associated with them. This information
is used to update the cross-reference table. This is an
example of a dynamic cross-reference table.

The requests for account information are transmitted
based on a cross-reference table and/or based on a list of
record keeping systems or financial institutions that are
known not to be included in cross-reference table. Some
entities maintaining record keeping systems or financial
institutions may prefer to receive a request every time a
request is made and then determine if the requested account
information is available instead of maintaining cross-refer-
ence tables.

While financial intermediaries accessing mutual fund
accounts have been used as an example, the present inven-
tion as defined by the claims can be applied to other financial
accounts such as annuities, credit accounts, bank accounts,
and other financial accounts.

Optionally, the system 100 allows the user to maintain
multiple portfolios having different accounts within each
portfolio. For example, a user has a first portfolio with
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accounts that are part of a 401K plan, a second portfolio with
accounts that are not part of a 401K plan, and a third
portfolio with the accounts in the first and second portfolios.
Each portfolio includes accounts from one or more different
financial institutions, and the account data is maintained by
the same or different record keeping companies. The user
edits, deletes, and creates new portfolios as desired.

In one embodiment, the system 100 accesses no-load
mutual fund data from a plurality of financial institutions
maintained on a plurality of record keeping systems. The
user accesses the account information by navigating a set of
screens. A single user ID and password gives the user access
to the plurality of accounts. The user performs inquiries,
transactions, and account servicing for each of the accounts.
Optionally, a consolidated view of the user’s accounts is
presented.

Optionally, the provider of the services described above
charges fees for accessing the account information. It is
preferred that the fees be charged to the financial institu-
tions. Alternatively, the account holder, a third party, or a
combination thereof is also charged. Possible fees include:
setup fees, monthly operator 1D fees, per view fees, per
transaction fees, registration fees (also called new account
fees), monthly minimum fees, and other fees. Optionally,
advertising fees are charged for advertisements that appear
on a screen.

For example, the fee are as follows: inquiry view fee
$0.05, user ID fee $5 per month per financial institution,
purchase fee $0.50, redemption fee $0.50, exchange fee
$0.50, new account fee $3, account position inquiry $0.05,
account history inquiry $0.05, portfolio position inquiry
$0.05, transactions $0.50. Alternatively, the fees are inquiry
views $0.05 and transactions $0.50. Different fees, combi-
nations of fees and/or fee amounts may be used.

The user performs actions including inquiry, transactions,
and account maintenance. The inquiry actions include port-
folio positions (shares price, market value, etc.), portfolio
history (transactions across accounts, etc.), account details
(registration, dividend options, account options, etc.), and
account history (transactions within an account). The trans-
action actions include purchases by an automated clearing
house (ACH) to new or existing accounts, redemption by
ACH, withdraws by check, withdraws by wire, exchanges to
new or existing accounts within the same fund family, and
exchanges to new or existing accounts across fund families.
Account maintenance actions include ordering duplicate
statements, viewing statements on-line, ordering duplicate
tax forms, viewing tax forms on-line, viewing year-end
information, ordering checkbooks, changing address, updat-
ing distribution options, adding/updating systematic agree-
ment files, updating bank information, establishing new
accounts, and averaging costs. Other inquiries, transactions
and/or account maintenance actions may be provided.

In a preferred embodiment, the system provides financial
planning capabilities including asset allocation graphs by
investment and Morningstar data or other value service data.

Optionally, the server 106 charges for access to real-time
financial information stored on independent systems and
includes an access module and a fee module. The access
module provides user access to a first real-time financial
account on a first system and a second real-time financial
account on a second record keeping system. The first
account being associated with a different financial institution
then the second account. The fee module calculates at least
first and second fees based on accesses to the respective first
and second financial institutions. The fees are a function of
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user initiated activities. Optionally, the fee module includes
a billing module that transmits a bill electronically.

FIG. 2 is a representation of an embodiment of databases
stored in a financial record keeping system. The record
keeping system format 200 includes information on fund
families, 202, 204. The first fund family 202 includes
information related to a plurality of accounts in the accounts
data 206 and information related to a plurality of funds in the
funds data 208. The second fund family 204 includes
information related to a plurality of accounts in the accounts
data 210 and information on a plurality of funds in the funds
data 212. Preferably, the funds include mutual funds and
annuities, however, the invention also includes stocks, bank
accounts, or other financial accounts. The funds data 208,
212 includes such information as daily yields, year to date
performance, total value, and other information.

In one example, the record keeping systems 200 is the first
record keeping system 108 (FIG. 1) and is maintained and
controlled by DST Systems, the first and second fund
families 202, 204 are respectively the First Fund Company
and the Second Fund Company. The First Fund Company
has a thousand accounts each owned by one or more account
holders. The First Fund Company has twenty funds, such as
a domestic growth fund, an international growth fund, a
money market fund, and a balanced fund. The second record
keeping system 110 (FIG. 1) is maintained by a mutual fund
company and includes information on only the mutual fund
company’s mutual funds and accounts.

The fund families are mutual fund families, or other
grouping of accounts usually at the same financial institu-
tion. The accounts represent annuities, money markets,
margin accounts, bank accounts, credit accounts, and/or
other accounts.

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an embodiment of a screen 300
includes a balance area 302, a first account area 304, and a
second account area 306. Additional account areas will be
included if more accounts are retrieved. The screen 300 may
be presented to a user on the computer 104 (FIG. 1) on a
monitor. The balance area 302 that includes information,
such as, a summary of information in the first and second
account areas 304, 306. Optionally, the balance areas 302
also includes information relating to the account holder such
as the account holder’s name, address, phone number, and
other information. The first and second account areas 304,
306 each include information from different record keeping
systems and/or account information. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 3, the first account area 304 shows informa-
tion relating to the “First Fund Company”. The account
holder, “John Smith”, has two accounts with First Fund
Company. These accounts have the same account number
“000111” and different fund names “Growth” and “Tech
Fund.” Account information about John Smith’s accounts
include his tax ID, for example his social security number,
the number of shares, and the balance. Other account
information can also be included.

Once screen 300 is presented to the user, the user receives
further details of any account by selecting the desired
account. The desired fund is selected by activating a hyper
link on the display, by entering the account information, or
by any other means.

Preferably, the account information shown in FIG. 3 is
substantially real-time financial information.

While FIG. 3 shows a first record keeping system with a
first and second fund family having account data and fund
data, other embodiments may have similar or different
structure and include similar or different information. For
example, the fund families are replaced with annuity family,
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or accounts at a particular financial institution that may
include some mutual funds, some annuity funds, some TABLE 2-continued
brokerage accounts, and/or other accounts. In these cases, —
the account data contains information about the accounts. gci‘i’“m o ID ;ecl‘;nd f}*)ccoum fmﬁmmct{al gcc‘z}lé“t
. . older ax older nstitution entifer
However, the type of information may vary based on the 5
type of account. John Smith  123-45-6789 XYZ00999 XYZ Funds 990099

The second account area 306 shows information for John Mary Jones  111-22-3333  MJ101010 ABC Funds 1000111

Smith at the Second Fund Company Mary Jones  111-22-3333 444555666 PDQ Funds 2234343
" . Mary Jones  111-22-3333 444555666 DEF Funds 333444

For example, the screen 300 having substantially real- ME Jomes  111-22-3333 87654321 HIJ Funds 44440001
time financial information that is stored on a first record 10
keeping system and a second record keeping system, the first ) ) ) ) )
record keeping system being different from the second Table 3 is an embodiment of a table showing relationships
record keeping system is accessed by the following method. between record keeping systems and financial institutions.

The server 106 (FIG. 1) receives an account holder Table 3 shows the record keeping systems and financial
identification from a user. The account holder identification 15 institutions that are accessible to the server 106 (FIG. 1) but
is associated with a first account information stored on the are do not maintain their accounts in the cross-reference
first record keeping system and a second account informa- tables Table 1 and Table 2. The record keeping systems and
tion on the second record keeping system. The server 106 financial institutions in Table 3 receive a broadcasted request
transmits first and second requests to the respective first and every time the server request account information.
second record k.eeplng systems. T he ﬁr§t and second 20y, preferred that all financial institutions whose account
requests request information associated with the account inf . intained . 4 keeni
holder identification. The server 106 receives first and information 1s maintained on a given record keeping system

’ . intain thy -refi tables Table 1 and Table 2. I
second responses from the respective first and second record maitain the cross-relerence tables 1abe & and 1abe 2 il
keeping systems. The first and second responses include an alternative embodiment, only some financial institutions
substantially real-time financial information associated with 25 ona given record keeping system choose to not mau}talp the
the account holder identification. Optionally, the server 106 crqss-reference be.tween account ho.lder and ﬁnan01a1 1nsti-
presents a portion of the responses to the user. tutions and associated record keeping systems. While the

Optionally, the first request is transmitted based on a record keeping systems or the financial institutions maintain
cross-reference of account holder identification to record the cross-reference between account holder and financial
keeping systems and the second request is transmitted based 30 institutions and record keeping systems, the server 106 (HG.
on a list of record keeping systems known to be absent from 1) would has acopy of the cross-reference table for routing
the cross-reference. For example, the first request is trans- requests. While maintenance of the cross-reference is per-
mitted based on Table 1 and Table 2 and the second request formed by the record keeping system or the financial insti-
is transmitted based on Table 3. tution, however, the server 106 may also maintain the

Table 1 is an embodiment of a cross-reference table 35 Cross-reference table. For example, in an embodiment with
showing relationships between account holder, tax ID, first a dyna.ml.c cross-reference table, the server 106 is constantly
and second account holder id, and record keeping system. or periodically updates the cross-reference table.

Table 1 shows an account holder that has different account
holder identifications for each record keeping system. TABLE 3
40
Record Keeping System
TABLE 1 (Broadcast) Financial Institutions
Second Record Fifth RKS All Financial Institutions
Account First Account  Account Keeping Sixth RKS All Financial Institutions
Holder Tax ID Holder ID Holder ID System Seventh RKS All Financial Institutions
45 Second RKS TUV Fund Company, LMN Fund Company,
John Smith ~ 123-45-6789 JS0000123 JS0000123  First RKS and AAA Annuity Company
John Smith ~ 123-45-6789 JS0000123 JS0000123  First RKS
John Smith ~ 123-45-6789 JS0000123 XYZ00999  Second RKS
Mary Jones  111-22-3333  MJ101010 MI101010  First RKS FIG. 4 shows a screen 400 with a portfolio view. The
Mary Jones ~ 111-22-3333 MJ101010 444555666  Second RKS 400 includ il 402 folio selecti
Mary Jones  111-22-3333 MI101010 444555666 Third RKS 5o Screen4l0includes a title area 402, a portfolio selection area
Mary Jones  111-22-3333 MJ101010 87654321  Fourth RKS 404, a portfolio data area 406, a portfolio option area 408,
and a message area 410.

Table 2 is an embodiment of a cross-reference table The title. area 4,02 includes an appli.cation title, for
showing relationships between account holder, tax ID, sec- ixamplg V}SIOI,I, Direct anq a Wln(.iow title, for example
ond account holder ID, financial institutions, and account 55 Portfolio View.” The pprtfoho selection area 404 allows the
identifier. Table 2 shows that an account holder may have user to select .a portfolio. ) ) ) )
several accounts at one or more financial institutions and the The portfolio data area 406 includes various information
account information is stored on different record keeping relatlng to the user’s accounts. In one embodiment, the
systems as indicated in Table 1. portfolio data area 406 includes the fund name, account

60 number, current price, daily change in dollars per share,

TABLE 2 daily percentage change, number of shares, and current

market value. The portfolio data area 406 may include other

Account Second Account  Financial ~ Account information about the accounts in the portfolio. The portfo-
Holder Tax ID Holder ID Instifution  Identifier lio data area 406 also includes a portfolio total that repre-
John Smith  123-45-6789 JS0000123 ABC Funds 1000333 65 sents the total value of the accounts dlsplayed Additionally,
John Smith ~ 123-45-6789 JS0000123 CDF Funds 2200333 totals for the accounts in each financial institution may be

included. In one embodiment, the portfolio data area 306
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includes a date field that allows the user to access the
information as of a specified date.

In one embodiment, the portfolio option area 408 includes
options to view a portfolio history, setup a new portfolio, and
change a portfolio.

The message area 410 includes instructions or messages
for the user. For example, the instructions include instruc-
tions on how to view account details, how to view fund
information, and how to visit a fund family’s web site.

Optionally, other screens display various types of account
and fund information.

FIG. 5 is a representation of a bill 500 that includes a
header area 502, an identifier area 504, and a charges area
506. The header area 502 indicates the source of the bill,
“Vision Mutual Fund Gateway” and the type of bill,
“Monthly Billing Summary Report.” The identifier area 504
includes such information as the report number, source
program, job, system, corporate billing 1D, management
company code, and billing period. The charges area 506
includes summary data on the charges for the period iden-
tified in the identifier area 504. The charges area 506
includes the number of action and the charges for those
actions. The actions include views, vision IDs, purchases,
redemptions, exchanges, and new accounts. The calculation
of the charges associate with the actions are described
below.

Revenue is generated for the entity providing access to
financial information. For example, the entity is an entity
operating the server 106 (FIG. 1), provides access to the user
via the Internet, and providing access to various record
keeping systems. Some of the record keeping systems may
be provided by the same entity as the server 106 while other
record keeping systems are provided by other entities. Each
record keeping system maintains data on one or more
financial accounts, such as mutual fund account in one or
more financial institutions. Optionally, the mutual fund
company maintains the record keeping.

The service provider, usually the company maintaining
the server 106 (FIG. 1), generates revenue by charging one
or more of the following fees: a setup fee, a monthly
operator ID fee, a per view fee, a per transaction fee, a
registration fee (also called a new account fee), a monthly
minimum fee, and other fees.

The setup fee is charged for establishing access to a new
financial institution through the server 106 (FIG. 1). For
example, if a mutual fund company wishes to provide access
to accounts through the server 106, the service provider
charges a setup fee. The setup fee may be any amount, such
as $1,000, $5,000, $1,000,000, or another amount. The setup
fee may be varied based on whether the financial institution
is maintaining data on a record keeping system maintained
by another entity or is maintaining its own data. For
example, the setup fee for a financial institution maintaining
its own data is half of the regular setup fee. In a preferred
embodiment, the setup fee is $5,000 for new customers and
$2,500 for existing customers. Preferably, the setup fee is
charged to the financial institution.

The operator ID fee, also called user ID fee and user
identification fee, is charged periodically, for example
monthly, for each operator that has access to each account.
If an operator has access to more than one account (or fund),
then that operator ID fee charged for each account.

The operator ID fee is any amount, including $0.05,
$0.50, $1, $2, $3, $4, $5, $100, or more. Discounts can be
provided for higher volume financial institutions. The dis-
counts are based on a graduated fee basis in one embodi-
ment. For example, the first 500 operator IDs are $5/ea. per
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month, the next 500 operator IDs $4/ea. per month, the next
1000 operator IDs are $3/ea. per month, the next 1000
operator IDs are $2/ea. per month, and each operator ID
beyond 3000 is free. In this example, the maximum fee
would be $9,500/mo.

The view fee is charged for viewing the result of an
inquiry. The inquiry may include information from several
accounts and only one view fee is charged. Alternatively, the
view fee is based on the number of accounts accessed. For
example, the view fee is $0.01, $0.05, $0.10, or an other
amount per view. Preferably, the view fee is charged to the
financial institution.

The transaction fee is charged for each transaction per-
formed. Transactions include purchases, redemptions,
exchanges, and/or other transactions. The transaction fee is
$0.01, $0.5, $0.50, or another amount per transaction. Pref-
erably, the transaction fee is charged to the financial insti-
tution.

The new account fee, also called a registration fee, is
charged for each new account. In a preferred embodiment,
a single new account fee is charged when multiple accounts
for the same shareholder or owner are established at the
same time in the same mutual fund family. The new account
fee is $0.50, $1, $3, $5, or an other amount. Preferably, the
new account fee is charged to the financial institution.

The monthly minimum fee is charged when the total of
the other monthly fees are below a desired level. For
example, the monthly minimum fee is $100, $500, $1,000,
or an other amount. The monthly minimum is based on a per
user ID basis, a per fund basis, and/or a per financial
institution basis. Optionally, the monthly fee is based on the
size of the financial institution, the number of accounts,
and/or other factors. Optionally, the monthly minimum
varies depending on whether the server 106 (FIG. 1) provide
financial transactions for the financial institution. For
example, the monthly minimum fee is $500 if the server 106
provide financial transactions and responds to inquiries and
$0 if the server just responds to inquiries.

Discounts may be provided for any type of fee or for any
combination of fees. Minimum and maximum fees may be
assessed for any type of fee or combination of fees. The fees
for any type of fee may be graduated. The graduated fees can
increase or decrease as the use of the server increases.
Preferably, the fees are charged to the financial institution
being accessed. However, in the alternative, the user or a
third party is charged.

FIG. 6 is another representation of an embodiment of a
system 600 for accessing and presenting financial informa-
tion. The system 600 includes a plurality of computers 601,
602, 603, each running a standard WEB browser or other
communication program for accessing the server 605. Each
computer 601, 602, or 603 comprises a personal computer,
terminal, laptop, palmtop, mainframe, or other device
capable of communicating with the server 605. The com-
puters 601, 602, 603 access the server 605 via an intranet or
other network, such as the Internet, or via a direct commu-
nication line. The server 605 communicates with the com-
puters 601-603 and a plurality of record-keeping systems,
for example, the first record-keeping system 608 and the
second record-keeping system 610. The computers 601-603
may execute an application for communicating with the
server 605. The server 605 may execute an application or
group of applications for communicating with the computers
601-603 and the first and second record-keeping systems
608, 610.

According to one aspect, the first and second record-
keeping systems 608, 610 are owned by different entities,
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such as fund companies. The server 605 may be owned by
the same entity that owns one of the first and second
record-keeping systems 608, 610.

The records stored in the first and second record-keeping
systems 608, 610 are stored in different formats, but a same
format may be used. The record-keeping systems 608, 610
have different or the same data structures, and/or operating
systems. The record-keeping systems 608, 610 are con-
trolled by a data warehouse company that maintains the data
for a financial institution, or the financial institutions.

The records stored in the first and second record-keeping
systems 608, 610 include account information, such as
mutual fund accounts, annuities, and other financial infor-
mation, and fund information, such as yield to date, net asset
value.

A user at a computer 601, 602, 603 accesses the infor-
mation stored on the first and second record-keeping sys-
tems 608, 610 through the server 605. It is preferred that the
users include financial intermediaries. The server 605 main-
tains several databases that track relationships. The relation-
ships are stored in tables, database, flat files, or with other
mechanisms. These databases include the user ID and pass-
word used for user authentication or log-on. The databases
include the relationship between the user ID and record-
keeping systems user IDs. For example, a user signs-on to
the system 600 using a user ID and password. When that
user accesses a record-keeping system 608, 610, the server
605 determines an internal ID for the record-keeping system
608, 610 associated with the user ID and password. In an
alternative embodiment, the server 105 determines an 1D
and password for the record-keeping system associated with
the user ID and password used to sign-on to the system 600.
The server 605 sends a request for information to the
record-keeping system with the a user 1D, which is the
system user ID or the internal user ID. Thus, a user need only
remember the user ID and password for signing-on to the
server 605, and need not know the user IDs for the record-
keeping systems. Each record-keeping system may know the
user by a different internal user ID or use the same user 1D
as the server 605.

The server 605 also maintains the relationships between
the system user ID and the financial companies that the user
can access. For example, after a user logs-on to the server
605 with a user ID and password, a list of fund families is
presented. The list includes the funds that user is allowed to
access. In one aspect, the list includes just the funds acces-
sible to the user. Fund families also comprise fund compa-
nies, mutual fund companies, financial institutions, and
management companies. The list of authorized fund families
is based on the relationships stored in the database.

The server 605 also maintains a routing table. The routing
table includes the relationship between the fund companies
and the record-keeping system where their financial data is
stored. Financial data includes account data and fund data.
For example, when the server 605 receives an inquiry for
fund information, the server 605 determines which record-
keeping company has the data for that fund. A request is then
transmitted to that record-keeping company. In a preferred
embodiment, the record-keeping systems 608.610 are
directly connected with the server 605, and the routing
includes port identifications, where each record-keeping
system is associated with a port.

Financial intermediaries are often associated with dealer,
branch, and representative identifiers. The record-keeping
system may maintain the relationships between user 1D and
dealer, broker, and representative. The user ID may be the
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user ID used to log-on to the server or the internal user 1D
assigned by a record-keeping system.

Alternatively, the server 605 maintains relationships
between a user’s user ID and the dealer, branch, and
representative associated with the user ID. The dealer,
branch, and representative are provided to the record-keep-
ing system in a request for information or a request for a
transaction.

The server 605 dynamically builds the HTML pages that
are sent to the clients” browsers. The server 605 decodes a
request from a client’s browser into a transaction request and
forwards the request to the Protocol Converter and Switch
606. The switch 606 determines, by referring to the cross-
reference database 612, which record-keeping system has
the requested data. The switch 606 translates and forwards
the request into a format and protocol that the target record-
keeping system supports and forwards the request to the
target record-keeping system for processing. Once the
record-keeping system has satisfied the request, it sends a
response to the switch 606. The switch 606 converts the
response into a transaction response and sends the response
to the server 605. The server 605 decodes the transaction
response and dynamically builds the HTML pages to be
delivered and displayed in the client’s browser. The switch
606 handles data translations, for example between ASCII
and EBCDIC.

Referring now to FIG. 7, a flow diagram 700 of the
method of accessing specific information associated with a
financial institution is shown. When a user signs-on to the
system of FIG. 1, the server 105 sends the first user ID and
password for authentication in act 701. The first user ID may
be the Vision ID according to one embodiment. FIG. 8(a)
shows a sign-on window according to one embodiment. The
system is secured by a user ID, which can be restricted at
dealer, dealer/branch, and dealer representative access levels
or by a tax ID. The type of security associated with a user
ID will affect the account information displayed on com-
puters 601, 602, and 603. The password is encrypted and
compared against the encrypted password.

After password authentication, a list of financial institu-
tions that the user is authorized to access is presented to the
user. The list of authorized financial institutions is deter-
mined by referring to a cross-reference database maintained
within a data base, such as the User ID Cross-reference
Database 612 (FIG. 6). FIG. 8(b) shows an example of a list
of financial institutions from which the user may access
financial information. To add additional financial institu-
tions, the user may click the “Sign up for Vision” hyperlink
on FIG. 8(a) to go to Vision enrollment WEB site.

In act 702 (FIG. 7), the user selects one of the financial
institutions from the displayed list to request specific finan-
cial information. The switch 606 determines in act 703
whether the requested financial information is on the first
record-keeping system. The switch 606 refers to the cross-
reference database of financial institutions to the user ID
maintained in the User ID Cross Reference Database 612
(FIG. 6).

If the selected fund is on the first record-keeping system
704, the server 605 sends in act 705 a request to the first
record-keeping system. This request includes a first identi-
fication code, which may be the system user ID. The server
605 then receives in act 706 a response from the first
record-keeping system. The server 605 presents in act 707
the response to the user, via e-mail, fax, or postal mail.

If, however, the requested financial information is on the
second record-keeping system 708, the request for specific
information received from the user is sent from the server
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605 to the switch 606. In act 709, the switch 606 determines
an internal identification code from the cross-reference
database if one has been assigned to the user. In act 705 the
switch routes the request to the second record-keeping
system. The request includes the second identification code.
The second identification code includes the internal identi-
fication code or the first identification code. In act 706 the
server 605 then receives a response from the second record-
keeping system. The server 605 presents in act 707 a portion
of the response to the user.

FIG. 8(c¢) shows a financial institution menu window for
Global Prime Investor Funds, which the user may select
from the list in FIG. 8(5) in one embodiment. This window
provides options for accessing detailed information about
the Fund Company. FIG. 8(d) shows a “Shareholder
Account History” screen displaying transaction history
information for an account within the funds. Vision provides
real-time, up-to-date fund and shareholder account informa-
tion.

Communications between the server 605 and the record-
keeping systems 608, 600 are via messages. The messages
have a unique identifier name and may have a method to
match responses with the corresponding requests. Hach
message, being a request or a response to a request, com-
prises a header portion and a data portion. For example, for
accessing an Account History, the header and account his-
tory request data are sent to the record-keeping system
associated with the financial information. In the response
from the record-keeping system, the header and account
history response data will be returned.

FIG. 9 shows an example of a header record 900 accord-
ing to one embodiment. This header is sent with a request or
response message. The header includes one or more:

(1) length fields that indicate the length of the message
(packet) and/or the length of data portion 901;

(2) a transaction ID 902, for example
ACCTHIST@VISION for the Account History request, that
indicates a transaction to be performed;

(3) the source of the a message 903;

(4) a source tag 904, which should be returned in the
response header;

(5) the user ID 905 used to sign-on to the system or the
internal user ID assigned by the second financial institution;
and

(6) error messages 906 used by the target system to
indicate which error occurred.

FIG. 10 shows a list of error messages, which include
error codes indicating whether:

(1) a severe system error has occurred 1001;

(2) files are unavailable for read access 1002;

(3) the user ID is not authorized 1003; and

(4) the target fund or the system is unavailable to process
the request 1004.

Other fields and/or messages may be used.

The data portion of a request defines the specific infor-
mation the user is desiring to access. The data portion of
request messages and response messages may be fixed or
variable length. An exemplary list of a DST request data
portion in the Vision system is described on pages 34-133 of
Appendix B.

FIG. 11 shows one embodiment of a data portion of a
fixed length transaction message 600 for requesting an
account history. The request data 1100 includes:

(1) a first field 1101 for identifying the selected fund;

(2) a second field 1102 for identifying a shareholder
account; and
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(3) athird field 1103 for indicating an index for requesting
additional accounts.

Other fields and/or messages may be used.

FIG. 12 shows an example definition of a data portion of
a response message 1200 sent by a record-keeping system in
response to an account history request. The data portion
1200 includes various fields:

(1) optionally, the type of transaction 1201;

(2) the number of shares 1202:

(3) the amount of the transaction 1203, preferably in
dollars;

(4) the cumulative share balance of an account 1204;

(5) the date of the transaction 1205; and

(6) a transaction description 1206.

Other fields and/or messages may be used.

According to another aspect of the present invention a
method of enrolling a user for accessing financial informa-
tion from a financial institution is presented. A user request-
ing access to financial information associated with a finan-
cial institution accesses an online sign-up. The sign-up
procedure generates a user 1D setup request e-mail that is
automatically sent to the service provider. Upon receipt, the
service provider forwards an authorization request to the
appropriate financial institution(s) for approval. This request
contains the pertinent information needed to verify the
operator’s request and the user ID. Other sign-up procedures
may be used, such as in response to written or voice
instruction.

The financial institution replies to the request. The finan-
cial institution may choose to provide its own user ID;
however, if none is provided, the system user ID is used. If
the financial institution chooses to provide its own user 1D,
this ID will be maintained on the cross-reference database
612 (FIG. 6). Thus a user is able to sign-on to the system
with one user ID and password to access many accounts.

FIG. 13 shows one embodiment of a flow diagram 1300
of the enrollment process. In act 1302 a user requests access
to financial information. In act 1304, the user is requested to
provide certain information to the system 600 in FIG. 6. The
user information may be received via a standard client WEB
browser running on one of the computers 601-603, via
phone, via e-mail, or via postal mail.

FIG. 14(a) shows a screen for a new user enrollment or for
adding additional funds to the list of authorized funds for an
existing user, according to one embodiment. FIG. 14(b)
shows the new user window after the user has selected the
icon labeled “New User Enrollment” 1401 in FIG. 14(a).
When the user clicks on the icon “Enrollment Forms” 1402,
the enrollment form, as shown in FIG. 14(c), appears. This
form allows the user to select one or more of the access
levels 1403-1406. The access levels include dealer level,
branch level, representative level, and Tax ID level. FIGS.
14(d)-14(f) show the windows for providing user informa-
tion when the user selects the respective access levels
1403-1406.

In act 1305 (FIG. 13), the server 605 establishes a first
user ID and password for the user based on the user
information. The first user ID has a unique association with
each individual financial institution or fund company that
has been authorized for the user. This association allows the
Fund Company’s name to be listed on the main entry
window or display after the user signs-on. The server 605
supplies the first user ID to the selected financial institution
so that the financial institution applies the appropriate secu-
rity and access control. Several different types of interme-
diaries use the system 600, so the system 600 supports
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different levels of account access. Preferably, accounts
linked to the user are accessible with a single log-on.

In act 1306 the switch 606 translates the request into a
format and protocol that the financial institution supports
and forwards the translated request to the target financial
institution. The financial institution processes the request
and may authorize the user to access financial information,
may decline access to financial information, may indicate
that information supplied from the user is not correct, or may
modify the user-specified access levels for accessing the
target record-keeping system. The switch 606 receives the
access authorization information from the financial institu-
tion in act 1308, converts the response into a system
transaction response, and sends the converted response to
the server 605. The server 605 decodes the transaction
response.

In optional act 1310 the target financial institution assigns
an internal user ID for the user. The server 605 cross-
references the system user 1D with the internally designated
user 1D in a database 612 (FIG. 6) in act 1312, such that the
user just needs to know the system user ID when accessing
the financial information from financial institutions associ-
ated with both first and second record-keeping systems. If,
however, the financial institution chose not to assign an
internal user ID 1316, the server 605 provides the system
user 1D to the user in act 1314, and the system user 1D is
used for future access of the financial institution associated
with both the first and second record-keeping systems. The
user uses one user ID and password to access both financial
institutions, such as accessing TA2000® and non-TA2000
financial institutions with the same user ID and password

An example of the enrollment process discussed above for
the Vision system is as follows. The DST receives a request
from representative, Sarah Williams, for Vision access to the
ABC financial institution, which is a non-TA2000 system.
The DST sends the request to the ABC financial institution,
and references Sarah’s DST-assigned Vision User ID
“VS00001693.” The ABC financial institution chooses to
assign Sarah an internal user ID “ABC0000067.” DST
cross-references these two IDs in the cross-reference data-
base 612 (FIG. 6).

When Sarah Williams desires to access a specific financial
information from the ABC financial institution, Sarah signs
on to the Vision system 100, through the window shown in
FIG. 8(a), with the DST assigned Vision user ID
“VS00001693.” As mentioned above, this Vision user 1D
provides Sarah automatic access to the ABC (non-TA2000)
financial institution, by means of the cross-reference data-
base 612 (FIG. 6).

In another example, when the DST receives a request
from Sarah for Vision access to the XYZ financial institu-
tion, which is also a non-TA2000 system, the DST sends
Sarah’s request to the XYZ financial institution, and refer-
ences Sarah’s DST-assigned Vision User ID “VS00001693.”
However, the XYZ financial institution chooses not to assign
Sarah an internal user ID. The switch 606 (FIG. 6) uses
Vision User ID “VS00001693” for accessing the XYZ
financial institution. When Sarah desires to access specific
financial information from the XYZ financial institution,
Sarah signs-on to the Vision system 600 (FIG. 6) with the
DST-assigned Vision User ID “VS00001693.” As mentioned
above, this Vision ID provides Sarah direct access to finan-
cial information from the XYZ (non-TA2000) financial
institution.

The authorization request, which is sent to a target finan-
cial institution, includes the user ID and the user information
entered by the user, through the windows shown in FIGS.
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14(c)-14(f), in one embodiment, such as the user’s name,
address, phone number, and the user-demanded access lev-
els.

The authorization response includes the user 1D, access
information, and the internal user ID. The access informa-
tion may either include information confirming the access
levels that the user had demanded, or information modifying
the user-demanded access levels. For example, if the user
had demanded a dealer number 123 and a representative
number 345, the target financial institution may approve the
dealer number 123, but may change the representative
number to 678.

While the examples provided above have mutual fund
companies as the financial institutions, the invention is
applicable to other financial institutions such as those that
deal with annuities, variable annuities, bank accounts, credit
accounts, and bond funds.

While preferred embodiments have been shown and
described, it will be understood that they are not intended to
limit the disclosure, but rather it is intended to cover all
modifications and alternative methods and apparatuses fall-
ing within the spirit and scope of the invention as defined in
the appended claims or their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of accessing substantially real-time financial
information of account holders in a computerized system,
the substantially real-time financial information describing a
first account of a first account holder being stored on a first
record keeping system, a second account of the first account
holder being stored on a second record keeping system, a
third account of a second account holder being stored on a
third record keeping system, and a fourth account of the
second account holder being stored on a fourth record
keeping system, the first record keeping system being dif-
ferent from the second record keeping system and the third
record keeping system being different from the fourth record
keeping system, the first account holder being different from
the second account holder, the method comprising:

(a) receiving an identifier of a financial intermediary by a

first device from a user;

(b) receiving identification of a selected account holder by
the first device, the selected account holder identifica-
tion being indicative of at least one the first account
holder, the second account holder, or a combination
thereof, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the first account stored on the first
record keeping system and the second account on the
second record keeping system if the selected account
holder identification is indicative of the first account
holder, the selected account holder identification being
associated with the third account stored on the third
record keeping system and the fourth account on the
fourth record keeping system if the selected account
holder identification is indicative of the second account
holder;

(c) receiving a command by the first device from the user
to obtain information associated with the selected
account holder identification;

(d) transmitting requests by the first device to each of the
respective record keeping systems associated with each
of the selected account holder identification substan-
tially simultaneously, the first and second requests
requesting information associated with the selected
account holder identification; and

(e) receiving responses by the first device from the
respective record keeping systems associated with the
selected account holder identification, the responses
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including substantially real-time financial information
associated with the selected account holder identifica-
tion.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the first account holder
is associated with a first mutual fund account stored on the
first record keeping system and a second mutual fund
account on the second record keeping system, and the
second account holder is associated with a third mutual fund
account stored on the third record keeping system and a
fourth mutual fund account stored on the fourth record
keeping system.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein (d) includes transmit-
ting the requests based on a cross-reference of account
holder identification to record keeping systems.

4. The method of claim 3 wherein (d) includes transmit-
ting the requests based on a dynamic cross-reference of
account holder identification to record keeping systems.

5. The method of claim 4 wherein (e) further includes
updating the cross-reference of account holder identification
to record keeping systems based on the responses.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein (d) includes transmit-
ting at least one of the requests based on a cross-reference
of account holder identification to record keeping systems
and transmitting at least one of the requests based on a list
of record keeping systems known to be absent from the
cross-reference.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein (d) includes transmit-
ting the requests based on a list of record keeping systems.

8. The method of claim 1 wherein (d) includes transmit-
ting, if the selected account holder is indicative of the first
account holder, at least one of the requests to the first record
keeping system that stores account information in a first
format and at least one of the requests to the second record
keeping system that stores account information in a second
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format, the first format being different from the second
format, or, if the selected account holder is indicative of the
second account holder, at least one of the requests to the
third record keeping system that stores account information
in a third format and at least one of the requests to the fourth
record keeping system that stores account information in a
fourth format, the third format being different from the
fourth format.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein (d) includes transmit-
ting, if the selected account holder is indicative of the first
account holder, at least one of the requests to the first record
keeping system that stores account information in a first
format and at least one of the requests to the second record
keeping system that stores account information in a second
format, the first record keeping system being operated by a
different entity then second record keeping system, or, if the
selected account holder is indicative of the second account
holder, at least one of the requests to the third record keeping
system that stores account information in a third format and
at least one of the requests to the fourth record keeping
system that stores account information in a fourth format,
the third record keeping system being operated by a different
entity then fourth record keeping system.

10. The method of claim 1 wherein (d) includes trans-
mitting the first action requesting a status of the first and
second financial account.

11. The method of claim 1 further including

() presenting portions of the responses substantially

simultaneously.

12. The method of claim 1 further comprising verifying
that the identifier of the financial intermediary is authorized
to view the first and second responses.
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