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6 (Claims. 

This invention relates broadly to refrigerators 
and is specifically directed to an improvement in 
domestic type of refrigerators. The primary ob 
ject of the invention resides in the provision of a 
refrigerator having a vertical partition to divide 
the interior of the cabinet into front and rear 
compartments in order that when the door is 
opened, the entire interior of the refrigerator will 
not be exposed to the external atmosphere but 
a portion at the rear of the partition will be pro 
tected therefron. This feature will result in a 
conservation of the cool air of the refrigerator in 
asmuch as that behind the partition will be pre 
vented from eScaping. 

It is also an object of the invention to provide 
a partition having an internal passage, the inlet 
of which is disposed in closed proximity to the 
cooling unit. The Outlet of the passage is ar 
ranged adjacent the lower portion of the cabinet 
whereby improved circulation of the cooling air 
will be effected. This improved circulation will 
not be interferred with by the order in which the 
articles to be cooled are disposed upon the shelves 
in the refrigerator. 
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A still further object rests in the provision of 
novel means for mounting the partition in the 
cabinet so that it will be free to rotate to permit 
of access to the shelves on either side of the par 
tition. 

It is also an object to provide the refrigerator 
With an improved shelf construction in which the 
rear portion of the shelf engaging the support 
is provided with means to effect the support of 
the shelf, the outer portion of which is not sup 
ported. Y . 
An object of the invention also resides in the 

formation of a novel cabinet design, the cabinet 
being provided with a semicircular vertical rear 
wall Which will conform to the contour of the 
shelves carried by the rotatable partition. The 
rounded rear wall makes the cabinet more easily . 
positioned in the corner of a room and permits 
the use of a single rear leg. This leg in combi 
nation with the two front legs provides a three 
point bearing and the refrigerator will rest on 
an uneven floor surface without tipping. 
Other objects will be apparent from the follow 

ing description and the accompanying drawing 
in which the invention is shown in its preferred 
form. 

In the drawing: 
Fig. is a perspective, view of a refrigerator cab 

inet formed in accordance with the present in 
Vention. 
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Fig. 2 is a typical horizontal sectional view taken 
through the refrigerator shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is 8, Vertical longitudinal sectional view 
taken through the refrigerator on the plane indi 
cated by the line II-I of Fig.2 and shows the 
partition in longitudinal section. . 

Fig. 4 is a vertical Sectional view taken on the 
plane indicated by the line IV-V of Fig. 3 and 
shows the means for supporting the partition in 
vertical section. 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, 
the cabinet of the refrigerator is designated by 
the numera and comprises a top Wall 2, botton 
wall 3, front and side walls 8 and 5 and a rounded 
rear wall 6. These walls cooperate to form an 
enclosure, in the upper portion of which is dis 
posed a cooling unit 8 The front wall is pro 
vided with a door 9 through Which access to the 
compartment is obtained. The botton wall 3 
is provided at the center for the radius of the 
arcuate back wall with a base plate having an 
upstanding projection in which is formed a 
threaded opening 2. The threaded lower end of 
a vertically extending tubular column 3 is posi 
tioned in the opening 2, the vertical position 
of the column being maintained by the secure 
engagement of the plate with the lower wall of 
the cabinet. 
The upper end of the column 3 receives a plug 

As having a central socket for the reception of 
a felt wick 5. The upper surface of the plug is 
depressed as at to receive and support a steel 
ball a 7 which furnishes an antifriction bearing 
for the rotatable support of a partition 3. The 
partition includes a rectangular Wooden frame 
having upper and lower bars 9 and 20, the outer 
ends of which are connected by vertical bars 2 . 
The center of the lower bar 20 is formed With 
an opening for the reception of a sleeve 22 
through which the column 3 extends. At the 
center of the upper bar, there is secured a fitting 
23 having a socket formed in its under surface 
for the reception of the ball . The weight of 
the partition rests upon the ball and is free to 
rotate around the vertical axis provided by the 
column 3. 
A pair of brace rods 24 extend diagonally be 

tween the upper bar 9 and the lower bar 2 
and serve to strengthen the framework and 
maintain its rigidity. The front and rear sur 
faces of the frame have metallic plates 25 se 
cured thereto to complete the partition, the 
frame serving to space the plates and provide 
a passage therebetween. The sides of the upper 
bar of the frame are relieved as at 26 to provide 
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an entrance to the passage at the top of the par 
tition. At the lower ends, the side plates 25 
include a plurality of openings 27 which con 
stitute the outlets of the passage and permit cool 
air which enters the passage at the top to pass 
outwardly from the interior of the partition to 
the lower portion of the refrigerator cabinet. 
The sides of the partition are provided with out 

Wardly projecting hooks 28 to receive and sup 
port semi-circular shelves 29 which include a 
peripheral frame 30 formed of a metallic strip, the 
ends of which are bent downwardly at right 
angles to the remaining portion of the bar. 
The downwardly projecting portion 3 of the 

strap engages the partition below the hooks and 
serves to hold the shelf in a true horizontal posi 
tion. To complete the shelves, there is provided 
a plurality of wires 32 which extend from the 
strap 30 to a transverse brace 33 extending be 
tween the end portions of the straps 30. The 
wires 32 may be secured to the members 30 and 
33 by Welding or any other suitable means. The 
intermediate portions of the wires 32 are braced 
by one or more transverse wires 34 extending be 
tween the sides of the strap 30. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that there 
has been provided an improved refrigerator con 
struction in which means are provided to divide 
the interior of the refrigerator cabinet into front 
and rear compartments and that when the door. 
is opened to provide access to the interior, the 
entire interior will not be exposed to the external 
atmosphere but a portion behind the partition 
will be protected and the air and commodities con 
tained therein unexposed to the atmosphere. By 
revolving the shelf upon its pivotal support, access 
may be had to the articles on the shelves on . 
either side of the partition. 
While I have shown and described the inven 

tion in its preferred form, it will be understood 
that numerous minor variations may be made 
therein, Such as increasing the number of com 
partments, without departing from the spirit and 
Scope of the invention as set forth in the follow 
ing claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A refrigerator comprising a cabinet, cooling 

means disposed in the upper portion of said cabi 
net, a vertically extending hollow partition posi 
tioned in said cabinet with its open upper end 
in close proximity to said cooling means, said 
partition being provided with outlets adjacent its 
lower end, semicircular shelves supported by the 
sides of said partition, and means for supporting 
said partition for Swinging movement around its 
longitudinal axis. 

2. A refrigerator comprising a cabinet, cooling 
means disposed in the upper portion of said cabi 
net, a vertically extending hollow partition posi 
tioned in said cabinet with its open upper end in 

2,188,678 
close proximity to said cooling means, said par 
tition being provided with laterally directed out 
lets adjacent its lower end, semicircular shelves 
Supported by the sides of said partition, and 
means for supporting said partition for swinging 
movement around its longitudinal axis. 

3. A refrigerator comprising a cabinet having 
top, bottom, front and side walls and a semi 
circular vertical rear wall, a base plate secured to 
the botton wall in spaced relation to the side 
walls, a column supported in a vertical position 
by said base plate, a rectangular-frame journaled 
for movement around the axis of said column, 
side plates secured to said frame in spaced rela 
tion to provide a passage having an open top, 
the lower portions of said side plates being pro 
vided with openings, and shelf means secured to 
the sides of said frame. 

4. A refrigerator comprising a cabinet having 
top, bottom, front and side walls and a semi 
circular vertical rear wall, a base plate secured to 
the botton wall in spaced relation to the side 
walls, a column supported in a vertical position 
by said base plate, a rectangular frame journaled 
for movement around the axis of said column 
Substantially diagonally extending brace means 
connected with said frame, side plates secured to 
said frame in spaced relation to provide a pas 
Sage having an open top, the lower portions of 
Said side plates being provided with openings, 
and shelf means secured to the sides of said 
frame. 

5. A refrigerator comprising a cabinet having 
top, botton, front, side and rear walls, the rear 
wall being arcuate in horizontal cross section, 
a column rigidly positioned in said cabinet on 
the center for the arc of said rear Wall, a parti 
tion including a rectangular frame journaled 
around the longitudinal axis of said column, plate 
means secured to the front and rear of Said frame 
to form a passage extending the full length of 
said partition, said passage having an inlet at 
the top and an outlet at the bottom, and shelf 
means secured to the sides of Said partition. 

6. A refrigerator comprising cabinet having 
a semicircular vertically extending rear wall, a 
vertically extending partition positioned in Said 
cabinet to divide the interior thereof into front 
and rear compartments, a passageway extending 
vertically of said partition, a plurality of outlets 
provided in spaced relation from the upper end 
of said passageway and establishing communica 
tion between said passageway and said compart 
ments, semicircular food supporting shelves car 
ried by said partition, and means for supporting 
said partition for swinging movement about its 
vertical axis to alternately position the shelves 
on each side in the front and rear compartments. 
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