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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Arraur W. WrrepEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Somerville, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Base-
Ball-Game Apparatus, of which the follow-
Ing is & specification.

My invention relates to game apparatus
designed for use in playing indoor baseball
and more particularly consists in a board
having a surface laid out to represent a
baseball field said board having mounted
thereon suitable devices for projecting and
pitching the ball and for batting a ball so
pitched to some portion of said field.

More especially my invention consists in
apparatus for playing an indoor baseball
game or a game of a similar character, said
apparatus comprising more especially a bat-
ting device embodying the essential features
of my batting device, and a game board rep-
resenting a baseball field having its playing
territory subdivided or apportioned substan-
tially as hereinafter set forth.

Referring to the drawings,—Figure 1 rep-
resents a plan view of my game board show-
ing the manner of marking out the baseball
field and showing the projecting and bat-
ting devices mounted thereon. Higs. 2, 8,
and 4 are respectively, a side elevation, a
front view, and a plan view of my batting
device, showing in detail the construction
of one of the preferred embodiments of the
same. Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing
the locking piece, which forms a part of the
batting device, detached from the same.
Figs. 6, 7 and 8 are, respactively, a side ele-
vation, a front elevation, and a plan view,
showing in detail the construction of the
preferred form of projecting device which
I have devised for use in connection with
my baseball game. Fig. 9 is a perspective
view showing a modified form of locking
piece which may be employed in my batting
device. Figs. 10 and 11 are respectively a
top view and a side elevation of the pivet
pin.

Referring to the drawings: Referring to
said Fig. 1 the baseball field is preferably on
a board of substantially square area, prefer-
ably hinged at its center and adapted to fold
into a compact form. Around the said board
is provided an upwardly projecting edge
strip, ¢, of any convenient height, for the

purpose of preventing the ball from going
beyond the limits of the field. On said
board is marked out a baseball diamond in
usual form, the home plate being preferably
located in the vicinity of one corner of said
beard. The positions of first, second, and
third bases may be indicated in any usual
manner as by I. II. and III. Preferably in
substantially the positions normally occu-
pied by the players in a regular baseball
game, are positioned pegs or statuettes, rep-
resenting players which may be designated
by the characters 1B, 2B, 3B, Ss., L., C. and
R. The catcher and pitcher are preferably
not so represented. The territory in the vi-
cinity of each player is subdivided substan-
tially in the manner shown. Preferably cir-

cles 0 are circumscribed about the positions of

the pitcher and of the infield and outfield
players. Outside of said circles are circum-
scribed second circles ¢, or partial arcs of
the same, and outside of arcs ¢ of the second
circles are circumscribed partial arcs d of
third cirvcles. By virtue of the circles or
arcs of the same hereinabove mentioned the
field will be subdivided off in substantially
the manner indicated.

Preferably the arcs, ¢, are marked out in
the corners of the field, and arc f near the
home plate. A space ¢ is marked out in the
center field corner of the board as shown.

The game is played with a ball, %, prefer-
ably a flat counter similar to a checker. For
projecting the ball, as the said counter is
hereinafter termed, a projecting device is
employed, said projecting device being com-
monly stationed in the location ordinarily
occupied by the pitcher. If desired however
said projecting device may be stationed a
greater distance from the home plate, or in
any other convenient location, than as
shown.

The preferred embodiment of my project-
ing device or pitcher is shown in Figs. 6, 7
and 8 and consists of instrumentalities as
hereinafter described, which are mounted on
a suitable frame. The front and rear ends
of said frame, respectively numbered 1 and .
2, extend upward from the base 3, of the
same as shown, and in said end portions is
slidingly mounted the projector bar 4. The
rear end of said projector bar is preferably
turned back or reversed, parallel to its
length, as at 5, so as to again pass through
said rear end 2. Said reversed portion 5 of
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said projector bar terminates in a preferably
vertical portion 6, theveby preventing the
axial twisting or turning of said projector
On the front end of said bay 13 located
the projector 7. In the side of said frawe
of the projecting device are carried lugs 8
forming bearings for a spring supporting
link 9 which is swingingly mounted therein:
said link preferably being formed of a metal
strip bent in U form, with its open ends
turned outwardly as at 10 to engage in holes
formed in said lugs 8. On said spring sup-
porting link is carried a spring 11, said
spring being coiled about the upper part of
said U shaped portion as shown. One end
of said spring is bent downwardly to engage
an eye 12 formed on said projector bar 4,
near its forward end, while the other end of
said spring is preferably extended rear-
wardly as shown and provided with termi-
nal loop 13, by which the tension of the
spring may be manually controlled. The
rear upwardly projecting end 2 of said
frame preferably carries a flattened wing
piece 14 lying, substantially parailel with
the projector bar. On said wing-piece is
carried a trigger 15 which is pivoted at 16.
Said trigger 15 is provided with a forward
opening arranged to fit over the upwardly
extending portion 6, of said projecting bar,
when said bar is in its retracted position,
and to rvestrain the said bar from moving
forwardly, in response to pressure exerted
by said spring 11, until the said trigger is
disengaged therefrom, such disengagement
being effected by manually depressing the
rear portion 15* of said trigger.

The pitcher operates in the following
manner. The projector bar 4 is moved to
its rearward position and the upwardly ex-
tending terminal portion 6 of the said bar is
engaged within the forward opening of trig-
ger 15, thereby locking the projector bar in
its rearward position. The player then
swings the frame into the required direction
and places a ball or checker on the board in
front of the projector. He then depresses
with one hand or finger the terminal loop 13
until he hasg given the desired tension to the
spring 11. At the same time he depresses
the rearward end 15* of the trigger 15 with
the other hand or a finger. TIn consequence
the projector bar will be released and will be
carried forward by the action of the spring
11, and the ball will be projected thereby in
the desired direction with a speed dependent
upon the amount of the tension originally
given to the spring 11.

The preferred embodiment of my batting
device or “batter” is shown in ¥igs. 2, 3
and 4, and consists of instrumentalities as
hereinafter described which are mounted on
a suitable frame. The front and rear ends
of said frame, respectively numbered 17 and
18 extend upwardly from the frame base 19.

977,149

Said base is pivotally secured to the gaie

| board in the position of the howme plate,

preferably by quickly detachable means.
for example a pivot pin 20 having a later-
ally elongated head 20* as shewn in Figs.
10 and 11 is secured to the board at the
proper position. In the base of the batter
frame is formed an opening 21 through
which the head of said pin s adapted to
fit when said batter iz turned substantially
at right angles to its normal position. In
other positions said elongated pin head will
operate to prevent the disengagement of said
frame from said pivot pin, although per-
mitting the base to freely swing angularly
about the same. Slidingly carried 1 said
end portions 17 and 18 is the carrier bar 22;
the rear end of said bar being bent back or
reversed substantially parallel to its length
as at 23, and again passed through said rear
end 18 so as to prevent axial twisting or turn-
ing of the said carrier bar. On the forward
end of said carrier bar is mounted the striker
24, so carried on said carrier bar 22 that its
lower edge lies adjacent to and substantially
parallel with the game board. On the end
of said reversed extension of the carrier bar
is provided a cross piece 25 preferably ex-
tending laterally partially acvoss the frame

base, and in a plane substantially parallel-

with the same. Thus said striker is freely
longitudinally movable within the limits of
sliding of said carrier bar, and in such mo-
tion is carried preferably with its lower edge
clogely adjacent to, although not in contact
with the surface of the game board. For
giving a motion to said striker a spring 26
1s emploved; said spring being preferably
coiled about and pivoted on a rod 27 mount-
ed in journals 28 located near the top of
said front end. From the coiled portion
the spring is extended rearwardly substan-
tially as shown at 262, the forward portion,
26° of the same, being bent downwardly and
passed through a terminal loop 29* formed
at.the end of the actuating link 29.

A short distance above the carrvier is lo-
cated the actuating link 29, the sane being
preferably in the form of a piece of wire
having its forward end slidably carvied in
the forward frame end 17, and terminating
in a loop 29* encircling said forward por-
tion of 26" the spring 26, and having at its
rear end a terminal loop 29° adapted to
slide on the reversed extension 23 of the car-
rier bar. At an intermediate portion said
actuating link 29 is bent downwardly as at
29°, thereafter being bent again parallel to
its original direction as at 291 At 29¢ said
link is bent upwardly and is thereafter bent!
again substantially at right angles and ex-
tended rearwardly as at 297, preferably sub-
stantially parallel with its initial direction,
to the terminal loop 290,

The locking piece of the projecting device
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is shown at 30. Iu its preferred form more
clearly shown in Fig. 5 said piece is em-
bodied in the form of a piece of wire having
two looped portions 30%, forming annular
bearings about which said locking-piece is
adapted to swing and interconnected by a
U shaped portion 30*. Rearwardly from
said looped portions 30 are preferably two
parallel horizontal extension 380°, the ter-
minals of the said extensions being prefer-
ably bent downwardly as indicated at 30,
and thereby serving to retain the parallel
horizontal extensions 30° in an approxi-
mately horizontal position. Said locking
piece is adapted to swing upon said looped
portions 30% about a pin 31, carried in Iugs
82 carried in the sides of the base of the
batter frame. Said batting device is of such
proportions that a player can readily grasp
a wing shaped guide 33 preferably formed
on the upper portion of said rearward ex-
tension and also depress the free portion 262
of said spring 26 so as to give the required
force to the spring. -

The relative dimensions of the parts here-
inbefore described are so proportioned that,
in the position shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 4,
wherein the carrier bar is shown near its
extreme rearward position, the cross bar 25
Is positioned just over the points at which
the pavallel extensions 80¢ of said locking
piece are bent downward into the terminals
307, said cross bar thereby operating to pre-
vent the rotation in a clockwise direction of
said locking piece at its journals. In con-
sequence said connecting portion 30° is in-
terposed just in front of the downwardly
bent portion 29° of the actuating link, and
hence the forward movement of said ac-
tuating-link will be prevented so long as the
cross bar 25 is in engagement with the ends
of the locking member.

The batting device is operated in the fol-
lowing manner. Assuming the parts to be
in the position in which they are shown in
Tigs. 2, 3 and 4, and the batter frame to be
rotated about its securing pivot into the de-
sired direction, the end 26* of spring 26 is
depressed preferably by the player’s finger
until the required tension has been put upon
the spring.  As has been before pointed out,
owing to the action of the locking piece 80, the
actuating bar 29 is prevented from forward
motion in response to the pull exerted upon
the loop 29* at the forward end of the same
when tension is put upon spring 26. When
however, a slight rearward movement is given
to the carrier bar, as a result, for example,
of the impact upon the striker 94 of a ball
projected against the same by the pitching
device, the cross bar 25 will be displaced
rearwardly with respect to the locking piece,
until it will no longer serve to prevent the
horizontal extensions 30° of said locking
member from swinging upwardly in conse-

!
J
i

8

quence of the pull exerted upon the connect-
ing bar 30" of the locking piece through its
contact with portion 29¢ of the actuating
sar. In consequence connecting bar 30°, at
the same time will be carried. down into an
approximately level position, wherein it will
no longer interpose to prevent the fovward
movement of actuator bar 29. In conse-
quence the actuator bar will be free to move
forward, or to the right as shown in Fig. 2

mn
idd

3
response to the pull exerted on the same

by the tension of the spring 26. As a ve-
sult of such forward movement of the ac-
tuating bar 29 the rear loop 29° of the same,
will engage against the cross bar 25 and will
drag said carrier bar forwardly with said
actuater bar, thereby imparting a movement
to the striker which will project forwardly
any object which may be in front of the
same, said object commonly being the ball
by the impact of which the initial movement
is given to the carrier bar. Thus said car-
rier bar acts as a trigger, by the movement
of which the spring is permitted to become
operative to give a projecting movement to
the carrier bar,

In Fig. 9 is shown a modified form of
locking piece of somewhat simpler construc-
tion than that alveady described. Saidlock-
ing piece preferably is bent from a single
plece of wire having substantially rectangu-
lar open loop formed at one end, the upper
part of said loop, 33%, corresponding in po-
sition and function with the connecting
piece 30" of the locking piece hereinabove
described. On the bottom side, said rectan-
gular loop is in part open; cne end of the
same being bent to pass through a journal
hole formed on lug 322 and then being bent
backwardly and substantially at right angles
with said rectangular loop portion to form
a horizontal extension 33¢, corresponding to
the extension 30° of Wig. 5. The other end
of the said rectangular portion terminates
in a journal portion 33? which engages in a
journal hole formed in a second lug 89°.
Said modified locking piece may thus be
mounted in the same position as that occu-
pled by the locking piece 80 shown in Figs.
2, 3 and 4; said portion 83¢ being adapted to
engage in its locking position the carrier bar
25, and the portion 83" engaging in such po-
sition with the portion 29° of the actuator
bar; the whole piece being furthermore
adapted to rotate about its journals when
portion 33° is released, all substantially as
hereinbefore described in connection with
locking piece 30.

The baseball game apparatus hereinabove
described is employed in the following man-
ner. The pitching device is under the con-
trol of cne or more players, who constitute
one team, and the batting device is manipu-
lated by another player or players, consti-
tuting a second team. Both said pitcher and
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batter ave pivotally attached to the game
brard as hereinbefore described.

Preliminary to the use of the pitcher the
1;107@0101 bav of the same is locked in its
rearward positien by means of trigger 15.
T like manner the carvier bar of the batter
ig locked iu its rearward position by lock-
ing piece 30. The selting of said carrier
Dar 1 its rearward locked p()Q"tion is ef-
fected by raising upwardly the end 26* of
the spring 26; such motion communicating
through its forward end 267 a rearwidrd
movement to the actuator bar 29, which
causes the portion 29° of the same to push
against the cross bar 25, carrying the same
reavrwardly until a position of said actuator
bar has Deen rveached which permits the
locking piece 30 to occeupy its locking posi-
tien as shown in Fig. 2. The carrier bar is
then moved bhght]y forward by hand until
i‘he cross bar 25 rests upon the ends of the

rallel extensions 30° as indicated.

Tue pitcher having been given the direc-
tion desired by the player in control of the
same, preferably being of course aimed at
the batter, a ball, A, is placed on the hoard
m front of the p srojector 7 as shown in ig.
1. The end 13 of the pltchel soring is then
depressed to give the desived tension to the
said spring. At the same time the trigger
15 1 1‘e]eased, and projector bar 4, belno left
free to moeve forwardly under the action of
tho pitcher spr'vo will opelate to project

he ball toward the batter with a force de-
pendent upon the amount of tension given
to the said spring. Meanwhile the pldvo in
the control of the batter will have aimed the
same in the desirved d‘leruon, and also will
ave depressed end of spring 20 to the
(7(?%11 idl o.\:im‘t the amomnt of such tension
put on said spring depending on vleﬂ‘ T
the player desives to malke a long or short
hit. If the ball fails to hit the striker or
to release the locking deviee it is a “ball ™.
Tf the ball hits on the ends of the striker or
otherwise is given an initial direction to-
ward the area back of the foul lines, it is a
“etrike”. However, if the ball strikes faiviy
on the striker, the impact of the same will
release the locking piece and the carrier bax
will spring forward sending the ball out
into the feld. Tf the ball so batted comes to
rest inside the area of one of the inner cir-
cles circumseribed about any phver the
batter is out. If, however, it rests befween
the inner and second circles, or between the
arcs of the same, it is a base hit; if bevond
the arcs of the second circle and not Ifwthe"
than the 'uc% of the third circle, it is a tw
base hit. If beyond the arcs of the third
cirele and not in the home run tervitory, it
1s o three base hit. A ball Iodeine in one of
the areas marked out at the corners of the
field is counted a home run. The above
method of marking out the field is pre-

the
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ferred by me, but the precise manner of ap-
portioning the same is not absolutely pre-
anocd Tn addition further modifications

nay be added if desired; for example a ball
10(101110 in the rear half of the inner circles
cireumseribed about any out-fielder’s posi-
tion, may be deemed a “sacrifice” hit, and
entitle the base runner to one base, or ‘more
as desired.

If desired the player can so aim the
pitcher that it shall deliver a slow ball
adapted to barely graze the striker, in an
endeavor to cause the ball to come to rest
in the territory within the foul lines and
thus to count as a strike against the batter.
On the other hand a skilled player by
timely change in the direction of the batting
device and by manipulating the spring of
the batter may, to a large extent, place the
ball in the field substantially where he de-
sires.

Thus by the use of my board and appara-
tus the game may be made to embody prac-
tically all of the features and incidents
which characterize the game as played out
doors. At the same time since the speed
and direction of the pitched ball is largely
under the contrel of one player, and “thie
length and direc uons of the hit can be con-
trolled by the other player, a large ele-
ment of skill is introduced which is not
present in games of a like chavacter of which
I am aware.

Having described my invention, I claim,

1. In combm ation with a game board hav-
ing a playing territory apportioned off into
areas of assigned values, a projectable ele-
ment or ball, and a ball projecting device;
an angularly adjustable batting device
loosely pivoted upon said game board and
rendered operative by the impact of said
hall to strike the same in the desired direc-
tion.

2. In combination with a game board hav-
ing a playing territory apportioned off into
arveas of assigned values, a projectable ele-
ment or ball, and an angularly adjustable
ball projecting device; a batting device em-
bodying a longitudinally movable striker
rendered operative by the impact of said ball
to repel the same, said striker being slidably
mounted on a frame secured to said game
board and having 'a capacity for substan-
tially instantaneous angular adjustment
upon said board Whereby the striker may
be cansed to repel said ball in the desired
direction.

3. In combination with a game board hav-
ing a playing territory apportioned oft into
areas of aqswned values, a projectable ele-
ment or ball, and a ball projecting device;
an angularly adjustable spring operated b‘Lt-
ting device rendered operative by the im-
pact of said ball to strike the same in the de-
sired direction, said spring having a free
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portion under the control of the operator
whereby the tension upon the said spring
may be varied.

4. In combination with a game board hav-
ing a playing territory apportioned off into
areas of assigned values, a projectable ele-
ment or ball, and a ball projecting device; a
batting device comprising a frame loosely
pivoted on said game board so as to be
angularly adjustable thereupon, a carrier
bar longitudinally movable in said frame, a
striker carried upon said carrier bar, a
spring carried on said frame, an actuator
bar operatively connecting said spring and
said carrier bar, and a locking piece swing-
ingly mounted in said frame, said locking
piece being adapted, in its locking position,
to lock the actuator bar against longitudinal
movement, and being retained in said lock-
ing positicn by said carrier bar.

5. In combination with a game board hav-
ing a playing territory apportioned off into
areas of assigned values, a projectable ele-
ment or ball, a ball projecting device; and
a batting device comprising a frame loosely
pivoted on said game board so as to be angu-

,149

larly adjustable thereupon, a carrier bar lon-
gitudinally movable in said frame, the for-
ward end of said carrier bar having a striker
mounted thereon, the rear end of said carrier
bar being reversed substantially parallel to
itself, and having a cross-piece laterally ex-
tending from said reversed end, a spring
mounted upon said frame for actuating said
carrier bar, an actuator bar for operatively
interconnecting said spring and said carrier
bar, and a locking-piece swingingly mounted
in said frame, said piece embodying a hori-
zontal extension 80° secured in its locking
position under said cross-piece, and a con-
necting piece 30 by which, in the locking
pesition of said locking piece said actuator
bar is locked against an actuating move-
ment in response to the tension of said
spring.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR W. WEEDEN.

Witnesses :
Naruaw B. Dary,
Cras. . RaxXparrL.
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