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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JACOBPEYER, of Berne, 

in the Republic of Switzerland, have invented 
certain Improvements in Artificial Palates or 
Obdurators, of which the following is a speci 
fication: 
This invention relates to an improved valve 

for artificial palates or obdurators; and it con 
sists in an oval plate provided With a sheath, 
in which a flat plate or tongue attached to the 
palate is adapted to fit and move with a slight 
longitudinal motion, said plate carrying two 
wings pivoted thereon, and pressed outward 
by means of a spiral spring, to adapt the valve 
to the movement of the muscles, as hereinafter 
fully set forth. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

represents a plan view of my invention; Fig. 
2, a vertical sectional view of the same; Fig. 
3, a detached view of the wings forming the 
valve, and Figs. 4 and 5 are detached views of 
the Wings forming the valve. 
The valve A is made in three pieces, one of 

which, a, is of oval or other approximate form, 
and contains the tubular cavity or sheath b, 
for the reception of the lever or tongue c, and 
said oval plate has pivoted to it the two wings 
did. These three pieces, when in place to 
gether, present the same form as the walls of 
the cavity of the palate. The wings d fit to 
gether at their upper or free ends by means 
of a tongue formed on one wing, and a groove 
formed in the other wing, as at eel, Fig. 3. 
Between the two pivoted wings forming or 
constituting the valve is arranged a spring, f, 
preferably a coiled spring, which has a tend 
ency to press the said Wings apart or away 
from each other, in order to enable them to 
properly fit the parts to which they are ap 

plied, and to accommodate themselves to the 
movements of the muscle. 
The tongue c of the valve constructed as 

above described is hinged or pivoted to the 
palate-plate B, so as to allow the valve to be 
moved by the operation of the muscles. A 
spiral spring, g, has one end attached to the 
palate-plate B and the other end to the oval 
plate of the valve, the object of such being to 
return the valve to its proper position after 
being moved by the operation of the muscles. 
The metal used in connection with the rub 

ber in making this apparatus is preferably 
gold or platinum. In order to strengthen the 
material and insure solidity in the attachment 
of the parts, gold or platinum nuts are em 
bedded in the rubber at points where screws 
are used for attaching the parts together. 
The obdurator or artificial palate constructed 

as above described is intended to remedy the 
evils resulting from total or partial loss of the 
palate, and to replace as near as possible the 
latural palate by enabling the patient to some 
extent to perform those operations which are 
performed by means of the natural palate. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is- w 
The valve constructed of the oval plate a, 

having a sheath, d, in combination with the 
sliding plate c, arranged in said sheath, the 
wings d, pivoted to the said oval plate a, and 
the spring f for pressing said wings outward, 
all substantially as and for the object speci 
fied. 
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