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1. Clainia. (C. 220-24) 

The present invention relates generally to closure de 
vices and more particularly to a new and novel re-usable 
closure device for sealing a generally triangular aperture 
formed in the top of a container or can. 
The closure device of the present invention is adapted 

for use in sealing the generally triangular aperture or 
opening formed by a metal can opener of the type dis 
closed in United States Patent No. 1,996,551 issued 
April 2, 1935 to DeWitt F. Sampson and John M. 
Hothersall on “Container Opener.” This type of can 
opener punches an irregular-shaped generally triangular 
opening by cutting away a portion of the top of the can 
or container and turning this cut-away portion radially 
outwardly and downwardly so that the opening will func 
tion for the pouring or dispensing of the liquid from the 
can when the latter is held in a pouring position. These 
can openers are especially adapted for use with cans con 
taining beer, soft drinks, vegetable or fruit juices and the 
like. 

Since the openings produced by such openers include 
two sides having raw edges and on one side having a 
smooth, rolled-down edge, they are difficult to satisfac 
torily re-close. It often occurs, however, that only a por 
tion of the can contents are dispensed at one time. Ac 
cordingly, it is desirable to effectively temporarily seal 
the opening so as to protect the remainder of the can 
contents from spoilage. 

It is a major object of the present invention to provide 
a re-usable closure device for temporarily sealing the gen 
erally triangular apertures formed by such can openers. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a closure 
device of the aforedescribed nature which is adapted to 
fit within and hermetically seal the generally triangular 
opening over an extended period of time. 
Another object is to provide a closure device of the 

aforedescribed nature which is readily insertable into and 
removable from the opening. 
An additional object is to provide a closure device of 

the aforedescribed nature which may be re-used many 
times and offers a long service life. 

It is yet another object of the invention to provide a 
closure device of the aforedescribed nature formed of a 
tough, pliable, tasteless, non-poisonous and readily clean 
able material. 
Yet another object of the invention is to provide a 

closure device of the aforedescribed nature which may 
be molded from a plastic material at a very low cost per 
unit, 
These and other objects and advantages of the present 

investion will become more apparent from the following 
detailed description, when taken in conjunction with the 
appended drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper portion of 
a can formed with a pair of openings, one of which is 
sealed by a preferred form of closure device embodying 
the present invention; 
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2. 
Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the underside 

of said closure device; 
Figure 3 is an enlarged bottom view of said closure 

device; - 

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on line 4-4 
of Figure 3; and 

Figure 5 is a central vertical sectional view of said 
closure device. 

Referring to the drawings, the preferred form of clo 
Sure device D embodying the present invention is shown 
in conjunction with a conventional cylindrical, metallic 
container or can C. The upper end of the can C is 
closed by a generally flat top 10. The top 6 is shown 
formed at one side with a generally triangular dispensing 
aperture 12. A similar aperture 14, shown particularly 
in Figure 5, is formed in the opposite side of the top {e. 
The closure device D is shown positioned within the lat 
ter aperture 4. 
The closure device D is preferably formed of a tough, 

pliable, tasteless, non-poisonous and readily-washable ma 
terial. It has been found that a synthetic plastic material, 
such as polystyrene or polyesterene, may be employed, 
however, other materials may also prove to be suitable. 
The aforementioned plastic materials are pliable, yet form 
retaining and lend themselves to a casting process. 
The preferred form of ciosure device D includes a 

wedge-shaped plug, generally designated 28, and a gener 
ally oval top piece, generally designated 22. The plug 28 
includes a pair of side walls 24 and 26 which are joined 
at their front ends and are interconnected at their rear 
ends by a rear wall 28. As indicated in Figures 4 and 5, 
the outwardly-facing surfaces 33 of the walls 24, 26 and 
28 taper inwardly and downwardly from their upper 
ends. The inner Surfaces 32 of these three walls are 
vertical and they define a cavity 34. This arrangement 
permits the closure device to be readily removed from 
the mold cavity of a molding machine. 
The upper ends of the walls 24, 26 and 28 merge into 

the front portion of the top piece 22. It should be ob 
served that a downwardly-facing shoulder 36 is defined by 
the lower front portion of the top piece 22 outwardly of 
the upper ends of the walls 24, 26 and 28. The top 
piece 22 includes a lifting tab 38 that extends rearwardly 
and upwardly from its front portion over the seam 43 
which encompasses the upper end of the can C, as shown 
in Figure 5. Preferably, the rear portion of the lifting 
tab 38 will be formed with a bore 42 that permits the 
closure device D to be hung from a pin or the like when 
not in use. 

Referring to Figure 5, when it is desired to employ the 
closure device D to seal the opening 4 formed in the top 
10 of the can C, the plug 20 is positioned loosely within 
the opening. Thereafter downward force is applied 
against the front portion of the top piece 22 so as to urge 
the plug 20 to its position of Figure 5. Since the walls 
24, 26 and 28 are formed of a pliable material and they 
are additionally separated by the cavity. 34, they will flex 
inwardly during downward movement of the plug 2 into 
the aperture 4. The outer dimensions of the upper por 
tions of the walls 24, 26 and 28 are slightly larger than 
the corresponding dimensions of the aperture 4, and ac 
cordingly the plug will be frictionally retained in its sea 
ing portion of Figure 5. The pliable nature of the mate 
rial from which the plug is formed insures exact fitting 
of its walls 24, 26 and 28 within the corresponding sides 
of the aperture 4. It should be observed that once 
the closure device has been inserted within the aperture 
14, any super-atmospheric gases present within the upper 
portion 44 of the can C will act against the portion of 
the rear wall 28 abutting the turned down segment 46 
of the can top 10 so as to maintain this wall in tight 



sealing engagement with the segment 46. It should also 
be observed that the downwardly-facing shoulder 36 of 
the top piece 22 will aid in effecting a seal between the 
upper surface of the can top 10 and the closure device D. 
As indicated in Figure-3, the portion of the top piece 22 
immediately below the front of the lifting tab 38 is 
formed with a curve or arc 59 corresponding generally to 
the curvature of the can's seam 49. -- . . . 
To remove the closure device D from within the aper 

ture 14, it is merely necessary to pull upwardly and in 
wardly on the lifting tab 38 relative to the can C. This 
action will raise the rear wall 28 along the turned-down 
edge 46 of the aperture 4. During such action, the 
outer surface of the rear wall 23 will slide freely along 
this turned-down edge. 46 while the outwardly-facing wall 
surfaces 30 pass upwardly along the other two edges of 
the aperture. Accordingly, there is no danger of tear 
ing the plug 20. 

While there has been shown and described hereinbe 
fore what is presently considered to be the preferred em 
bodiment of the invention, it will be apparent that various 
modifications and changes may be made thereto without 
departing from the spirit of the invention or the scope 
of the following claim. 

I claim: . 
A re-usable closure device for temporarily sealing a 

generally triangular aperture formed in the top of a cy 
lindrical container radially inwardly from the top seam 
of said container, comprising: a wedge-shaped plug hav 
ing a pair of walls joined at their front ends and inter 
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connected at their rear ends by a third wall, the out 
wardly-facing-surfaces of said walls, tapering downwardly : 
and inwardly from their upper ends and the inner surfaces 
of said walls being vertical so as to define a cavity, said plug being formed of a yieldable, form-retaining material 
whereby said walls will remain frictionally retained with 
in said aperture after being downwardly inserted therein; 
a top piece integrally formed on the upper portion of 
said plug, said top piece including a portion formed with 

10 a downwardly-facing shoulder that encompasses the upper 
ends of said walls so as to seat on the portion of said can 
top adjacent said aperture and a rear surface extending 
vertically upwardly from said shoulder and being formed 
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within said aperture with the 

with an arc corresponding generally to the curvature of 
said top seam; and a lifting tab integrally formed on said 
top piece and extending rearwardly and upwardly from 
the rear of said top piece, said lifting tab extending out 
wardly relative to said can when said plug is arranged 

underside of said lifting tab. 
clearing said top seam. ... " - - - 
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