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JULIUS RITTER, JR., OF RACINE, WISCONSIN, ASSIGNOR TO HARTMAN_’N TRUNK COM-
) PANY, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN, A CORPORATION OF WISCONSIN

WARDROBE CASE

Application filed April 15, 1929. serial No. 355,138.

My invention has relation to improvements
in wardrobe cases.

The object of the invention is to provide
a wardrobe case particularly adapted for the
accommodation of garments of considerable
Jength, said case being composed of a plu-
rality of sections which, when folded to-
gether, provide a case of compact form and
comparatively small size, and of pleasing
appearance.

'A_further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a wardrobe case consisting of end sec-
tions and an intermediate section hinged to-
gether, and adapted, when the sections are
opened out, to form a receptacle of consider-
able length for the accommodation of long
garments suspended from hangers in one of
the sections, and adapted further, when the
sections are brought to closing position, to
provide for said sections being releasably
Jocked together to prevent movement of the
sections, one with respect to the other, dur-
ing the time the case is being carried or trans-
ported while traveling. .

With the above objects, and other inci-
dental objects in view, the invention consists
of the devices and parts, or the equivalents
thereof, as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings Fig. 1
shows the three sections of the case opened,
and with the garments which are carried by
the hangers properly positioned therein;

Fig.21is a longitudinal section on the line
9—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 31is a longitudinal section similar to
Fig. 2, but showing the hanger section of the
case raised, and releasably held in said raised
position through the medium of the connect-
ing means between it and the intermediate
section;

Fig. 4 is a transverse section of the case
when the three sections are in closed position;

Tig. 5 is an elevation of the case when in
closed position with 2 part broken away to
show the releasable interlocking engagement
between the three sections; and

‘Fig. 6 is a detail sectional fragmentary
-view, to show more clearly the hinge connec-
tion between an end section of the case and
the intermediate section. h

outer end thereof,

-most -when the
Fig. 1, are vertical brackets 14. To these
-brackets are adjustably connected the oppo-
‘site ends of a flexible retainer strap 15, the

- extend into the section

“section 7. .

Referring to the drawings, the numeral
6 indicates one of the end sections of the case,
the numeral 7 the other end section, and the
numeral 8 the intermediate section.

The two end sections are each provided
with a handle 9. The handles, when the
three sections are in closed position, as shown
in Fig. 4, are brought together, and consti-
tute a double carrying handle.

Within the section 6 near the upper Or
and secured to opposite’
sides thereof, are the usual rails 10—10 for
supporting - hangers 11, and over which
hangers - the garments 192 -are supported.
These garments are shown as trimmed with
fur, the collar in one instance having the
fur trimming, and the sleeves being similarly
trimmed, and the bottom of one of the gar-
ments being shown as having a fur border.
These fur trimmings or borders are indi-
cated in the drawings by the numeral 127,

- Upon opposite sides of section 7 are ar-
ranged flexible pockets 13—13 for the ac-
commodation of laundry, and small articles,
such as handkerchiefs. ' -

Also secured on opposite sides of the sec-
tion 7 near the end thereof which is inner-
sections are extended. as in

adjustability being such- that the strap may

be adjusted inwardly or outwardly so as to

the garments which
7, to thereby prevent.
during trans-

properly press against
said garments from swinging
portation of the case.

~ Oneend of a protecting curtain 16 1s con-
nected to the retainer strap, the opposite ends
of said curtain being connected to the end of

Tt ‘will be noticed that the opposite ends of
the bottom of the intermediate section 8 are
formed with elongated slots 17—17, and in
the bottom of each of these slots are upstand-

ing shoulders 18-—18 and 18'—18’.

The end edges 19 of the sides of the sec-
tion 7 adjacent the intermediate section 8
are formed with recesses 20. ‘When section 7

is turned upwardly -to closing position, the .
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end edges 19 enter the slots 17—17 , and the
recesses 20 formed in the end edges fit over
the shoulders 18.

The end edges 21 of the sides of the sec-
tion 6, which are adjacent to the intermediate
section 8, are also provided with recesses 29.
When the end section 6 is turned upwardly
to closing position, the said end edges 21 also
enter the slots 17, and the recesses 92 engage
over the shoulders 18’—18’. By this provi-
sion an interlocking but readily releasable
connection is provided between the three sec-
tions.

In addition, the three sections are hingedly
connected to each other by means of hinges
23. Within the sections”are provided the
usual side and bottom linings, indicated by
the numeral 24 on the drawings.

For the purpose of packing the improved
‘case, the different sections are adjusted to
the extended positions shown in Fig. 1 of
the drawings.” The garments are then con-
nected to the hangers and occupy the length
of section 6, and of course where long gar-
ments are connected to the hangers, as shown
‘in the drawings, these long garments are car-
ried along and through the intermediate sec-
tion 8 and into the section 7. The curtain 16
of course covers and protects the garments.
The retainer strap 14 is adjusted so as to fit
properly against the garments which extend
into the section 7, so as to prevent the said
‘garments from swinging when the case is
‘being carried.

After all the garments have been adjusted
in the manner described, the two end sec-
tions 6 and 7 are-turned upwardly on their
“hinge joints to the closed position illustrated
iin -‘Fig. 4. The hasps 25 are then brought
into locking position and locked, and the case
“is ready -for transportation.

It will be apparent that when the case is
‘in the closed position just described, the
shoulders 18 and 18’ are in engagement with
“the recesses 20 and 22, whereby the three sec-
tions are held disengageably locked, and said
sections are thereby firmly held against move-
ment -with respect to each other while the
case is being carried. :
" From the foregoing description it will be
“seen that the case is of such construction that
it is capable of accommodating very long
‘garments, and yet at the same time said case,
~when in closed position and ready for use, is
not unduly large, but, on the contrary, is ex-
tremely compact, and furthermore, is of a
-shape that readily appeals to the traveler.
. In Fig. 6 of the drawings is shown in de-
“tail -one of the hinge connections 28 for con-
necting the intermediate section of the case to
an end section thereof. - By preference this
hinge connection is similar to that described
and claimed in ‘my application for patent on
hinge construction, filed September 17th,

5 1928. Serial No. 841,371, which will on April

1,859,052

30th, 1929 eventuate into Patent No. 1,710,714,
Therefore a detailed description of said
hinge connection would seem unnecessary.

One of the very important features of my
invention is the construction, whereby a most
advantageous co-operation between the end
sections and the intermediate section is ob-
tained, and whereby the three sections are
not only releasably locked together when
closed, but are also held in rigid, square form,
and against movement with respect to each
other, and are further prevented from be-
ing bulged outwardly,

It will be noted that the intermediate
section 8 not only consists of the bottom
piece, but also includes upstanding side walls,
which I have designated 8’. The opposite
ends of the hottom piece, in which- the slots
17—17 are located, are extended outwardly
beyond these upstanding side pieces 8”. As
a result of this construction, when the two
end sections of the case are raised to closing
position the outer faces of the side walls 8
of the intermediate section come in contact
with the inner faces of the side walls of the
end sections, and the end edges of said side
walls of the end sections are against the bo-
tom of the intermediate section.

" By this provision the intermedinte section

acts as a stop when the end sections are raised ®

to a closed position, and the case is also held
In rigid, square shape. Also, the end sections
of the case, when the case is in closed posi-
tion, are tightly locked by reason of the end
edges 19 and 21 entering the slots 17—17,

and thus bringing the recesses 20 and 22 into

engagement with the upstanding shoulders
18—18’. The end edges 19 and 21, In con-

Jjunction with the recesses 20 and 22 also
prevent the case from bulging out when :?
closed, and the intermediate section 8 pre-

vents the case from being pushed inwardly,
which, of course, would have a tendency to
release the end edges that enter the slots
17—17. :

It will be further seen that the long gar-
ments extend across the bottom of the inter-
mediate section between the side walls
8-—8’, and inasmuch as the side walls of the
end sections 6 and 7 of the case are on the
outside of said upstanding walls &, it is
evident that the garments lie between the
upstanding walls 8, and hence will not in-
terfere with the closing of the case.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A wardrobe case comprising, an inter-
mediate section and end sections hingedly
connected to the opposite ends of said inter-
mediate section, all of said sections having
side walls of substantially similar height and

said end sections being so hinged that when

said sections are unfolded a continuous re-
ceptacle, of length equal to the combined
length of all of said:sections and having a
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substantially ‘continuous bounding wall of

substantially uniform height, is formed, and
the side walls of said intermediate section
being provided with longitudinal slots the
sides of which are formed to overlap the
adjacent end corners of the side walls of
both of said end sections when said sections
are folded together.

9. A wardrobe case comprising, an inter-
mediate section and end sections hingedly
connected to the opposite ends of said inter-
mediate section, all of said sections having
cide walls of substantially similar height and
said end sections being so hinged that when
said sections are unfolded a continuous re-
ceptacle of length equal to the combined
length of all of said sections and having a
substantially continuous bounding wall of
cubstantially uniform height is formed, and
the side walls of said intermediate section
being provided with longitudinal slots ter-
minating in upstanding shoulders, the sides
oF said slots being formed to overlap the ad-
jacent end corners of the side walls of both
of said end sections and said shoulders being
adapted to interlock with recesses in the ends
of said end sections when said sections are
folded together. :

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature.

JULIUS RITTER, Jr.




