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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs H. PATTER 

SON, citizen of the United States, residing at 
Trinidad, in the county of Las Animas and 
State of Colorado, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Colt or Calf Wean 
ers, of which the following is a specification. 
My present invention pertains to colt and 

calf weaners of the muzzle type; and it con 
templates a weaner constructed in such man 
ner that it is strong and well adapted to 
withstand the rough usage to which such 
devices are ordinarily subjected, and one 
that may be depended on to open when the 
calf or colt's head is in position to graze, 
and to close when the animal raises its head 
to nurse. 
The invention will be fully understood 

from the following description and claim 
when the same are read in connection with 
the drawings, accompanying and forming 
part of this specification, in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective illustrating the 
guard member of my novel Weaner in the 
position is assumes when the calf or colt 
moves its head down to the ground in order 
to graze. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical 
section of the same. Fig. 3 is a view show 
ing the position the guard member of the 
weaner assumes when a colt puts its head 
down to graze. Fig. 4 is a view that shows 
the position assumed by the guard member 
when the colt raises its head to nurse. 

Similar reference numerals designate cor 
responding parts in all views of the draw 
ings. 
My novel weaner comprises a muzzle-re 

ceiving member 1 and a guard member 2. 
The muzzle-receiving member is preferably 
made of sheet-metal, and is foraminous, as 
indicated by 3, in order to enable the colt or 
calf to freely breathe. In form the member 
1 is tubular, and is slightly tapered toward 
its lower end where it is provided with a lip 
4 that is imperforate and extends forward 
from the rear portion of its lower end. Be 
tween the forward edge 5 of the said lip 4 
and the forward portion of the member 1 is 
an opening 6 which enables the colt or calf 
to freely graze when the said opening is not 
covered by the lower transverse portion of 
the guard member. At its upper edge the 
muzzle-receiving member is provided with a 
barrel 7 in which is inclosed a reinforcing 
wire 8, and at diametrically opposite points 
the upper portion of the member 1 is re 

cessed, as indicated by 9, for the accommo 
dation of loops 10, the bights of which re 
ceive the portions of the wire 8 adjacent the 
said recesses 9. The said loops 10 are car 
lied by straps which may form parts of a 
head stall or other suitable device employed 
in the fastening of the member 1 on the 
muzzle of the animal. 
At diametrically opposite points the 

muzzle-receiving member 1 is provided with 
lateral studs 11, and pivoted on the said 
studs 11 are the side walls 12 of the guard 
member 2, whereby said guard member is 
enabled to freely swing vertically relative to 
the muzzle-receiving member i. In addi 
tion to the side walls 11, the guard member 
comprises a transverse and foraminous 
guard portion 13, which is preferably in 
tegral with the side Walls, and is designed 
to close the opening 6 at the end of the 
member 1 and prevent the colt or calf from 
nursing, and this without interfering with 
the free breathing of the animal. With a 
View to contributing to the strength and 
durability of the guard member 2, I prefer 
to have the same also comprise a bail-shaped 
reinforcement 14. The said reinforcement 
14 is formed of bar metal and has its side 
arms riveted to or otherwise fixed on the 
side walls 12 so as to receive the studs 11, 
and also has its transverse portion disposed 
in rear of and spaced from the muzzle 
receiving portion or member 1. 

It will be readily manifest that the por 
tion of the guard member in rear of the cen 
ter of movement of the said member is much 
heavier than the portion thereof in front of 
the center of movement, and from this it 
follows that when the colt or calf lowers its 
head to graZe and the muzzle-receiving 
member is in a vertical position, the portion 
of the guard member in rear of the center of 
movement thereof will have gravitated and 
thereby have moved the transverse portion 
13 of the guard member forward of the 
opening 6 at the lower end of the muzzle-re 
ceiving member 1 so as to enable the colt or 
calf to freely graze without discomfort. 
When, however, the colt or calf puts its head 
up in a position to nurse, the gravitation of 
the rear portion of the guard member in the 
direction opposite to that first named will 
operate to carry the guard portion 13 against 
the lip 4 so that the opening 6 is fully closed, 
and the colt or calf is effectually prevented 
from nursing. -- 
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It will be readily appreciated from Fig. 2 
that because of the guard member 2 depend 
ing below the muzzle-receiving member 1 
when the animal puts its muzzle to the 
ground no portion of the muzzle-receiving 
member 1 contacts with the ground when 
the animal is in the act of grazing, and 
therefore there is no liability of the guard 
member becoming frozen on the muzzle-re 
ceiving member; and it will also be appre 
ciated that the weaner is at once reliable in 
operation, inexpensive, and strong and du 
rable. 
In common with the major portion of the 

muzzle-receiving member 1, the side walls 
12 and the transverse guard portion 13 of 
the guard member are preferably formed of 
sheet-metal, and when deemed expedient the 
sheet-metal and other portions of the Weaner 
may be galvanized 

Having described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters-Pat 
ent, is: 
An animal weaner comprising a forami 

nous muzzle-receiving member, tubular in 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for 

1,061,113 

form and having a lip extending forward 
from the rear portion of its lower end, and 
an opening between said lip and its forward 
portion; and a guard member having side 
walls pivoted to and receiving the muzzle 
receiving member and also having a trans 
verse guard portion constructed and ar 
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ranged to bring up against the lip of the 
muzzle receiving member when the animal 
raises its head to nurse, the portion of the 
guard member in rear of the center of move 
ment thereof being heavier than its portion 
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in front of said center, and the guard mem 
ber being arranged to depend below the 
muzzle-receiving member when the animal 
puts its head down to graze, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 
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In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSS6S. 

CHARLES H. PATTERSON. 
Witnesses: 

E. J. RICE, 
L. A. MosER. 

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


