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This invention relates to a new and improved machine
for printing numbers and phrases on telephone station
number and station designation cards and guide therefor.
It will be understood that the invention is hereinafter
specifically applied to the numbering of telephone station
number cards and station designation cards, but that by
certain adaptations of the invention the machine and its
guide may be employed for other purposes.

A conventional telephone instrument has displayed in
a prominent location a cardboard or paper number disc,
indicating the telephone nmumber. Such a disc is usually
placed under a transparent cover. Where several instru-
ments are connected to the same trunkline through a
switchboard or the like, the disc also sometimes carries an
extension number. More recently, as a result of the avail-

ability of long distance direct dialing, the use of area-

code numbers has replaced letter prefixes on the indicator
disc. The present invention uses an improved machine
for stamping onito the number card the assigned telephone
number and (when desired) “EXT.” and the extension
number, and is used with present discs and recently de-
signed discs having direct dialing area code markings.
The machine is readily portable so that it can be carried
by a telephone installer in his tool kit.

‘The paper number cards or indicator discs are manu-

factuted as outline knock-outs of paper strips with certain

printed matter on the strips both inside and outside the
discs. Thus a standard strip has space for four discs.
In some cases the disc has printed thereon the telephone
exchange on the top line; on the second line the number
of the particular telephone is stamped, such a number
ordinarily having four digits. It is desired for the sake
of appearance that the four-digit number be centered
below the first line. In those instances where the exten-

2

" ber on the disc (placed below the base). Certain notches

or lines are cut or engraved in the longitudinal edges of
the base, and in one of the modifications hereof certain
projecting points are formed on the longitudinal edges.
The notches and projections assist in lining up the ma-

" chine relative fo the indicator disc under certain conditions’
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sion is on the third line of the disc the abbreviation
“EXT.,” and the extension number is stamped in follow- ‘

ing this abbreviation.

A recently designed number card on the first line has
a preprinted area code. The second line carries a seven
digit number having a hyphen following the third digit.

45

In ordinary usage the first three digits remain the same °

in a given telephone exchange. Where several extensions
are used on the same trunk line, a third line on the num-
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ber card has the letters “EXT.” followed by numerals

corresponding to the particular extension number.

The

present invention has particular advantage in that it may

be used to imprint either the card described in this para- |

graph or in the preceding paragraph.
For the sake of appearance, machine numbering of the

55

digits of the telephone number and of the extension is -

preferable to hand numbering. Although it is possible

to number the discs at a central office, it is usually more ' |

convenient to employ a portable numbering machine so
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that the installer may prepare the discs to satisfy the re- -

quirements of the particular installation. Accordingly,

one of the principal objects and features of the present

invention is the elimination of the need for visual estima-
tion of the position of the numbering machine relative
to the preprinted information on the card in order to
locate the digits in the proper spaces.

The present invention employs a numbering machine
having several combination number and letter wheels.
A base is provided having an aperture through which the
pre-selected numbers project in order to stamp the num-
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of installation as hereinafter appears. .

‘The invention also employs a guide for location of the
strip of discs, and also for the base of the numbering
machine. The guide has a space the width of a standard
card to locate the card. The guide also has notches or
indicator marks cooperating with the proiections in the
base of the numbering machine to locate the numbering
machine relative to the card in a lateral sense. As a mat-
ter of convenience, the guide may comprise the underside
of the box cover in which the numbering machine is stored
between uses and the construction of such box and its
cover is one of the features of this invention.

Accordingly, the combination of numbering machine
and guide enables the machine to be aligned properly in
relation to the requirements of the station and designation
cards. On the other hand, where the guide has been
misplaced or where the installer does not care to employ -
the same, the machine may be aligned visually if desired,
and certain features of the invention assist in such align-’
ment. .

A principal object and advantage of the present inven--
tion, accordingly, is to provide a machine having digits
and phrases located properly thereon to imprint indicia,
which are comparable in appearance and quality to print-
ing.

It will be understood that the invention has other appli-
cations for locating digits or other symbols or indicia on
a form where the indicia must be stamped in a prede-
termined position relative to the edge of the form and-
laterally relative to the form.

As suggested above, indicia other than numbers may be
used in connection with the invention. Although a num-
ber-stamping machine is desirable, the term “indicia
stamping machine” is used in the claims of the present
application to cover machines which stamp or print indi-
cations other than numbers.

A further feature of the invention is its adaptability to .
imprinting the button designation cards used with multi-
ple button telephone instruments as well as for station .
number discs. Thus, modern telephone instruments for
certain installations have a horizontal row of buttons
along the bottom of the base. The left-hand button holds
a call. The next several buttons each connect with one -
of several trunk lines. The button next to the right-hand
button frequently controls a buzzer at another instrument.
The right-hand button frequently connects with an inter-
communicating line for one or more other instruments.
A narrow designation strip carrying indica for the various
buttons is slipped under a transparent covering either
immediately above or-below the row of buttons. The
present invention may be used to imprint such indicia -
on strips of paper for such purpose. )

Customarily designation strips are torn off along per-
forated lines from a designation card for a plurality of
such strips. - Thus the present invention may be set for
the last four digits of one particular trunk line number
and such number imprinted down a column representing
a particular button for a plurality of buttons. The inven-
tion may also be set to imprint the abbreviation “SIG.”
and “COM.” for the second from right and right-hand
button designations, or the like. )

Other objects of the present invention will become
apparent upon reading the following specification and
referring to the accompanying drawings in which similar
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characters of reference represent corresponding parts in
each of the several views:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a guide used in connection
with the present invention, showing in dot-and-dash lines
the outline of a strip for four indicator discs.

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken substantially along the
line 2—2 of FIG. 1, and showing in dotted lines the out-
line of a numbering machine.

FIG. 3 is a bottom plan view of the base of a machine
used with the guide of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a side elevation of the machine.

FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 are fragmentary schematic views
showing the guide, a strip for numbering discs, and the
outline of the base of the numbering machine in three
different positions of use.

FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 are fragmentary views of a disc and
surrounding strip showing different positions of digits
stamped on the disc and showing in dot-and-dash lines
the outline of the aperture in the base of the numbering
machine.

FIG. 11 is a side elevation of a modification of the
numbering machine.

FIG. 12 is an enlarged schematic view showing a plane
development of the numbering wheels of the modifica-
tion of FIG, 11.

FIGS. 13, 134 and 14 are schematic views showing
said modification in different portions of use.

FIG. 15 is a view of a card imprinted in accordance
with said modification.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of a box for use with a
numbering machine.

FIG. 17 is a transverse sectional view taken substan-
tially along line 17—17 of FIG. 16.

FIG. 18 is a longitudinal sectional view taken substan-
tially along line 18—18 of FIG. 17.

FIG. 19 is a bottom plan of the modified box cover.

FIG. 20 is an end elevation of the cover of FIG. 19.

FIG. 21 is a perspective view of the modification of
FIG, 11.

FIG. 22 is a schematic plan view of the base plate of
the device as used on a button designation card.

A standard strip 11 for indicator discs 12 is approxi-
mately two inches wide and nine inches long. Provision
is made for four knock-out indicator discs 12, each 1%
inches in diameter, the proper size to fit under the trans-
parent protector on a_ telephone dial. Substantially cir-
cular but interrupted cut lines 13 are die cut in the strip
11 so that the discs 12 are held against unintentional dis-
lodgement from the strip but may be removed with a min-
imum of effort and without danger of tearing. An in-
dentation 14 is die cut into the edge of the disc 12, the
indentation cooperating with stationary portions of the
telephone instrument to locate the disc 12 in proper lo-
cation on the telephone instrument dial under the trans-
parent protector.

Each of the four indicator discs 12 is substantially
identical. In the form shown in FIGS. 1 to 10 of the
accompanying drawings there is provision for three par-
allel horizontal lines. On the first line 16 is printed
a telephone exchange, for example, “EXbrook 7-”. it
will be understood that various exchanges are used
throughout the country, but that the first line is printed
on the strip and properly centered relative to the disc.
Immediately below the first line is provision for a second
Iine 17, which is blank in the printed form but on which
are stamped, as by means of the present invention, the
four digits of the particular telephone station, e.g. “1234.”

The third line 18 on the disc 12 is optional and is used
in those instances where there are several extension
phones on the same trunkline. Such a third line may
be abbreviated “EXT.” printed on the form following
which is stamped, as by the present invention, the particu-
lJar extension number which may be one or more digits,
€.g. “432.” Tt will be noted that the third line of digits
is offset slightly to the right relative to the second line
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of digits in order to properly center the information on
the line relative to the disc.

Also printed on the strip 11 are short vertical lines 19
adjacent to the bottom edge of the strip which are accu-
rately centered relative to the center of the disc 12 and
which function as guide lines. :

In those locations where direct dialing of long distance
telephone calls is possible by reason of installation of
equipment therefor, it is contemplated that the area code
will be preprinted on the indicator disc of the telephone.
This necessitates offsetting of the second line digits slight-
ly to the right of the location shown in the accompany-
ing drawing as compared with conventional indicator
discs used at the present time. = The present invention, as
hereinafter appears, provides means for optionally locat-
ing the digits of the second line in either the standard
location or the special location for those indicator discs
which are specially printed to indicate an area code.

In order to imprint the digits on the second and third
lines 17 and 18, a stamping machine 21 is employed.
Such a machine has a specially provided base 22. The
longitudinal edges of base 22 are spaced apart a distance
which is less than the width of strip 11. Formed in the.
base 22, substantially centrally thereof, is a T-shaped
aperture 23, the widest part of which is denominated here-
inafter as the “aperture.” Through aperture 23 project
the metal wheels 24 which stamp the digits to be im-
printed on disc 12. To facilitate visual location of the
base 22 on strip 11, a plurality of teeth 26, here shown
as four in number, project up from the bottom of the
aperture 23 and accurately define the space for the four
digits to be imprinted by the numbering dies 24. The
distance between the aperture 23 and the upper longitu-
dinal edge of base 22 is equal to the distance between the
second line 17 and the top-edge of the strip 11. The
distance between the aperture 23 and the botom edge
of the base 22 is equal to the distance between the third
line 18 of disc 12 and the bottom edge of strip 11. Also
formed on the base 22 are projections 31 and 32. Pro-
jection 31 is formed extending outwardly from the top
edge of base 22 on the lateral centerline of aperture 23,
and is approximately triangular in form. Projection 32
is formed extending outwardly from the bottom edge of
the base 22 and is offset to the right of the lateral center
line the same distance which the first digit of line 18 is
offset relative to the first digit of line 17. Adjacent pro-
jection 32 is a notch 33 in the bottom edge of base 22,
which functions to locate the strip relative to the num-
bering machine 21, when it is visually aligned.

Numbering machine 21 has certain features incor-
porated therein, such as wheels of metal or rubber-like

‘material on which the dies 24 are embossed. The wheels

are adjusted in position by means of five turning knobs
36, preferably located two on one side of the machine
and three on the other. By turning the knobs 36 the
proper die 24 is located in the bottom position so that it
will protrude through the aperture 23 when the handle
34 is depressed. An ink pad is incorporated in the mech-
anism which presses against the bottom-most dies 24 as
the handle 34 is released so that the dies are inked before
they print on the indicator disc 12.

The numbering machine 21 is preferably packed and
stored between uses in a box which is closed by a sliding
cover 41. The dimensions of cover 41 are subject to
wide variation. Preferably there is formed on the under
side of cover 41 a pair of guide rails 42—43 which are
parallel and extend longitudinally of the cover 41 and
are spaced apart the width of strip 11. Inset in the
cover 41 in an appropriate location is a recess 44, in
which is inset a resilient insert 45 which is, in the normal
usage of the machine and guide, located immediately
below the location of the imprinting of the digits in the
second and third lines 17 and 18, and functions in co-
operation with the numbering machine to reduce the wear
on the dies 24 and improve the printing.
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The upper guide rail 42 is formed with a notch 46
and, optionally, with a second notch 47. Bottom guide
rail 43 is provided with a notch 48 and also with a vertical
mark 49. The strip 11 is positioned so that one of the
vertical lines 19 on the strip is lined up with line 49 on
bottom guide rail 43. This centers the particular disc 12
relative to the ultimate position of the numbering machine
21. The notch 46 in the rail 42 cooperates with projec-
tion 31 on base 22 to locate the numbering machine
laterally relative to the guide 41 so that the digits im-
printed on line 17 will be accurately centered relative to
the disc 12. The second or optional notch 47 is used in
cooperation with projection 31 when the second line 17
is offset slightly to the right as where the area code is
printed on the disc 12 and necessitates a relocation of
the digits in second line 17. Notch 48 in lower disc 43
is used in cooperation with projection 32 to accurately
locate the imprinting of the digits in the third line 18.

Thus in the normal usage in the invention, the machine
21 and guide 41 are employed together. The first step
in the use of the invention is to insert the strip 11 between
the guide rails 42—43. By reason of the fact that the
distance between guides 42—43 is equal to the width of
strip 11, the proper horizontal relationship of the digits
imprinted is thus assured. Line 19 of the first disc of
the strip is then lined up with line 49 on guide 43. The
numbering machine 21 is then adjusted by means of knobs
36 so that the digits of the telephone number of the par-
ticular phone are properly located showing through aper-
ture 23. Thereupon the machine is placed between the
guides 42—43 and projection 31 inserted in the notch 46,
with the top edge of base 22 flush against guide rail 42.
Thereupon handle 34 is depressed, which stamps on
second line 17 the digits of the telephone number. This
position is shown in FIG. 5 and the resulting imprinting
in FIG. 8. If there is a third line 18, the machine 21 is
adjusted by means of knobs 36 so that the digits displayed
at the bottom are the desired extension number. There-
upon the projection 32 is inserted in the notch 48 and the
bottom edge of base 22 placed flush against guide rail
43. This locates the numbering machine so that it im-
prints on the third line 18 and accurately offsets the
digits to the right of the second line. This position of
the numbering machine is shown in FIG. 6, and the
resulting imprinting is shown in FIG. 9. In those in-
stances where the second line must be offset by reason
of the area code number being printed on the disc 12,
the position of FIG. 5 is altered in the manner shown in
FIG. 7, namely, that the projection 31 is inserted in the
notch 47. This offsets the digits of the second line to
the right as shown in FIG. 10.

Where the visual alignment of the numbering machine
relative to the strip is desired, the guide 41 is not used.
Line 17 is imprinted by aligning the top edge of the base
22 with the top edge of the strip 11. The bottom pointer
32 is aligned with the vertical line 18, When the ex-
tension line is imprinted on the third line 18, the bottom
edge of the base is aligned with the bottom edge of the
strip and the notch 33 with vertical line 19.

It will be seen, therefors, that the present invention
provides convenient means for accurately imprinting
indicia on a prepared blank.

A modified number card is illustrated in FIGS. 11 to
13, inclusive. A strip 11a, similar to strip 11 of the modi-
fication of FIGS. 1 to 10, is employed. As best shown in
FIG. 15, each indicator disc 12a on its top line 51 con-
tains the words “AREA CODE” followed by a code num-
ber such as “719.” This first line 51 is ordinarily pre-
printed on the indicator discs 12a.

The second line 52 contains three numerals indicating
the exchange followed by a hyphen and the number of
the phone. Thus, the exchange is indicated by the first
three digits of a seven-digit number thus: “234-." These
three digits and the hyphen may be preprinted on the
disc if desired but, in accordance with this invention,
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may be imprinted thereon by a stamping machine. Al-
ternatively, preprinted letters followed by a number and
a hyphen may be used on the second line, thus: “EX 7-.”
The last four digits (“5678”) are imprinted in accordance
with the present invention.

Where there are several extensions on a single trunk

line, the letters “EXT.” followed by an extension num-

ber (“542”) may be printed on the third line 53 of the
disc. The letters “EXT.” may be preprinted on the disc
or, in accordance with the present invention, may be
imprinted by means of the numbering machine hereinafter
described.

It will further be seen that the discs 12¢ are substan-
tially circular and are dimensioned to fit under the trans-
parent protector on a telephone dial. Interrupted cut
lines 54 are die-cut into the strip 11a so that the discs
are held against unintentional dislodgment. Immediately
below the indicator discs 12a the strip is printed with a
short vertical line corresponding to the center of the
disc.

A typical designation card 121 is shown in FIG. 21.
Such a card is rectangular in shape and is divided by hori-
zontal perforation lines 122 into narrow horizontal strips
123, each shaped to fit under a transparent cover in
proximity to a row of buttons on a telephone instrument.
The card 121 is also divided into columns corresponding
in number and spacing to the buttons on such an instru-
ment by vertical line 124. If desired the word “HOLD” -
may be preprinted in the left-hand column of each strip.
The present invention may be used to imprint digits in
the various spaces of the card or to imprint abbreviations -
such as “SIG.” or “COM.” or the like, depending on the -
requirements of the particular installation. Where in-
stallation conditions are favorable to the accomplishment
of this end, the stamp wheels of the stamping machine
may be set and the digiis or letters for an entire column -
of the designation card stamped with a single setting.
A feature of the invention is that the stamp may be used
both for the indicator discs and designation cards with a
minimum number of settings of the stamp wheels.

The numbering machine 61 has a base 62 of the width
equal to that of the strip 11a. The aperture 63 in the
center of the base 62 is of a length to accommodate the
number of digits in either line 52 or 53. It will be noted
that there is a rectangular bottom recess 60 formed on
the bottom edge of aperture 63 having a width equal to the
seven digits imprinted by the numbering machine. The
short edges 63 to either side of the offset 60 coincide with .
the bottom edge of the imprinting accomplished by the
numbering machine 61. Guide lines 66 are formed along
the bottom edge of bottom recess 60 there being eight
such guide lines to accommodate the seven digits which -
are preprinted. On the bottom edge of the base 62 is a
triangular notch 64 which is centered relative to aperture
€3 and has a rectangular lateral offset 67 toward the right.
On the bottom edge of the base 62 at the middle of offset
67 is vertical indicator line 131, and on the bottom edge
of the base 62 to the right of offset 62 is a second vertical
indicator line 132. On both the left and righthand edges
of the base are first horizontal indicator lines 133 which
are spaced upwardly from the bottom edge of the base
one-half the distance between lines 52 and 53, and second
horizontal indicator lines 134 which coincide with the
bottom of the imprinting accomplished by the numbering
machine.

Numbering machine 61 preferably has seven number-
ing wheels 71 to 77 of metal, plastic or rubber-like ma-
terial on which dies are embossed. In normal usage in
numbering telephone indicator discs, only the four right-
hand wheels 74 to 77 will ordinarily be changed frequently.
For convenience, the five right-hand wheels are con-
trolled by turning knobs 81 to 85, respectively. The con-
struction of such knobs is well understood in this art and
hence not illustrated or described in detail herein. By
turning knobs 81 to 85, the proper die on wheels 73 to 77
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is:located in the bottom position so- that it will protrude
through . aperture -63 in base 62 when the handle 87 is
depressed. It will be understood that the two left-hand
wheels 71, 72 can be turned manually by knurled wheels
88, 89, or if desired a system of seven turning knobs may
be .used for -all seven ‘wheels.

Preferably, each wheel 71 to 77 has 13 positions. The
first or left-hand wheel 71 has digits from 1 to 9 plus 0,
plus the. letter “E”, plus two blank spaces. The second
wheel 72 has digits from 1 to 9 plus 0, plus the letter “X”,
plus:two blank spaces. The third wheel 73 has digits 1 to
9 plus 0, all of which digits and 0 are followed by a
hyphen, plus the letter “T” followed by a period, plus two
blank spaces. The fourth wheel 74 has the digits 1 to 9,
inclusive, plus 0, plus three blank spaces. The fifth wheel
75 has digits .1 :fo 9, inclusive, plus 0, plus one blank
space, .plus the letter “C”, plus. the letter “S”. The sixth
wheel 76 has:the digits-1to 9, inclusive, plus 0, plus one
blank space, plus the letter “O”, plus the letter “I”. The
seventh wheel 77 has the digits 1 to 9, inclusive, plus 0,
plus one blank ‘space, plus the letter “M?”, plus the letter
“G”. In wheels 75 to 77 the letters “C”, “O”, “M” may
be aligned to indicate the intercommunicating button on
a multi-button telephone and the letters “S”, “I”, “G” may
be aligned:to indicate the signal or buzzer-ringing button
of such a telephone.

‘As shown in FIGS. 16 to 20, the numbering machine is
preferably packed and stored between uses in a box which
may be of the type shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, or that form
shown.in .FIGS. 16 to 20. As shown in FIGS. 16 to 20,
the bottom 92 of the box 91 has centrally a boss 93 with a
semi-circular depression 94 centered therein which re-
ceives the upper end of handle 87 when the numbering
machine 61 is placed lying flat on the bottom of the box.
The -outer face of each end and of each side is formed
with ‘a.rabbet 96. The particular shape of the rabbet is
clearly .shown .in the -accompanying drawings and has
the function of receiving corresponding end and ‘side
_ downward projections 101, 103 on the cover 104 so that
the box is held properly closed.

‘The cover 104:of the.box is of particular importance.
Thus at either end there is an opening 97 flush with the
top-of the ‘box and defined by vertically extending ends
101 on either side of the opening. The distance between
the inner edges of ‘the ends 161 is equal to the width of
strip . Ila.  The bottom of ‘the inside of the box has rails
106, 107 raised.relative to the cover, which rails 106, 167
are likewise spaced apart the width of strip 11a. Hence
the strip 11a may be located for imprinting by means of
the recess in‘cover 104 between rails 106, 107 and between
the end pieces 101. The bottom rail 107 is. formed with
a rectangular -offset 108 which has a width equal to the
width:of base 62'and a depth equal to one-half the distance
between lines 52.and 53. A miarker or indicator 111 is
formed:in the guide rail midway with respect to offset 108.

The upper guide rail 106 is likewise formed ‘with an offset
109, but ;such-offset 169 is longer than the bottom offset
108. "The right-hand end of the two -offsets 108, 109 are
in alignment. The left-hand end of the upper- offset 109
extends to the left a distance equal to three halves of the
width of one of the numbering wheels.

1In use, the:cover 104 is removed from the box 91 and
inverted. '

The seven:wheels 71 to 77 ‘are ‘adjusted to imprint the
designations to be shown on line.52 of FIG. 15. Strip
11aq is inserted between the guide rails 166, 107 and
aligned so that.one of the lines 56 coincides with indicator
line 111-on the bottom guide rail 107. This centers a disc
124 relative to the base.62. To imprint the top line 52,
shown:in FIG. 15, the top edge of the base 62 is inserted
in the upper recess 109 and the machine moved as far to
the-right as possible (FIG. 13). This centers the number-
ing machine relative to the disc. "The triangular notch 64
in the base 62 isaligned in this position with the line 56
and also with the marker 111 on.the base. .In.those in-
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stances where the exchange is preprinted on: the discs 124,
the first three wheels 71 to 73 are turned so that the blank
spaces are downmost. Thereupon instead of moving the
base 62 to the righi-hand end of the upper offset 109 the
base is moved to the left-hand end thereof (FIG. 13a).
This centers ‘the last four wheels 74—77 relative to the disc
124. 1In such instance, the marker 132 is in alignment
with. marker 121 and with line 56.

Where no extension number is ‘to be imprinted, the
foregoing completes the numbering operation. -However,
where an extension number is to be imprinted, a fur-
ther operatien is required. If‘the disc is preprinted with
the letters “EXT.” then the first three wheels 71 to 73
are turned so that blank spaces are in printing -position
and the fourth to seventh wheels 74 to 77 are turned

" so that proper number of the extension is displayed.

However, where the disc is not preprinted, the first wheel
71 is turned so that the letter “E” is exposed, the second
wheel 72 -so that the letter “X” is exposed, and the third
wheel 73 so that the letter “T” is exposed. The last
four wheels 74 to 77 are adjusted in the same manner
as when a ‘preprinted disc is used. Thereupon, the base
62 is positioned so that the bottom edge fits into recess
108. The handle 87 is depressed ‘and -this imprints the
third line 53 on the disc. .

Where it is desired ‘to ‘visually line up the numbering
machine rather ‘than -using the guide ‘rails 106, 167 the
markers 134 on the side edges of base 62 -are aligned
with the space to be imprinted, which may be indicated
by guide line 59 on strip 1%a, and this aligns the aper-
ture with line 52. The machine may be centered relative
to the line to ‘be imprinted by means of notch 64 and
line 56, or visually. When the third line 53 is to be im-
printed without use of guide rails the lower edge mark-
ings 133 -are aligned with the bottom of the strip 11a.
This aligns ‘the numbering ‘machine with line 53. The
machine is centered visually or by means of notch 64
and line 56. ) :

As shown in FIG. 21, at the preseni time perforated
designation cards 121 for four and six-button telephone
instruments are used and may be imprinted with the
present .invention. Thus, in the six-button card shown
the first column is preprinted with the word “HOLD.”
Digits ‘are to be imprinted in the next four columns.
The right-hand four numbering wheels 74 to 77 are
adjusted. for the proper numbers to be imprinted and the
left-hand .three wheels 71 ‘to 73 are turned to blaik.
To mark ‘the first strip 123 .of the. card in the second
column guide markers 134 on the side edges.of base 62
are aligned with perforation 122 on the bottom of the
strip. Marker 132 on the bottom edge of base 62 is
aligned with the right-hand line 124, défining the column.
The number is then imprinted and all of the numbers on
the strip may be imprinted by moving the numbering ma-
chine vertically down the card keeping the marker 132
in alignment with the right-hand line 124 and moving the
side-guide markers 134 down one space at a time. The
third column is then imprinted by changing the number-
ing wheels 74 to 77 and repeating the operation. Usual-
Jy the fifth .and/or sixth column has different ‘imprint-
ing; thus the fifth column is frequently imprinted “SIG.,”
and for such purpose the left-hand four numbering wheels
71 to 74 are turned to blank spaces and the right-hand
three numbering wheels 75 to 77 are adjusted to dis-
play the letters “SIG.” This symbol is then imprinted
in the same manner as described.for digits. The sixth
column frequently bears the designation “COM.” and this
is displayed by -changing ‘the position of the right-hand
three wheels 735 to 77 for such letters.

Although the foregoing invention has -been described
in some detail, by -way -of illustration -and example for
purposes of clarity -of understanding, it is - understood
that certain-changes -and modifications may be practiced
within the spirit of the invention .and scope.of theé ap-
.pended - claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A device for stamping indicia on a preselected spot
on a standard strip form, said spot being located verti-
cally relative to a first longitudinal edge of said form and
also laterally relative to a guide line marked on said
form adjacent one of its longitudinal edges, said device
comprising & frame having a relatively flat table, a guide
rail on said frame projecting up from said table, an
indicia stamping machine having stamping mechanism
provided with selectable indicia dies and a base, and co-
operating locating means on said base and said frame for
locating a strip in contact with said guide rail relative to
said frame and said base relative to said frame whereby
selected dies imprint indicia on said form at said pre-
selected spot, said locating means including a recess
formed in said guide rail, said recess having a length sub-
stantially equal to the length of said base.

2. A device according to claim 1, in which is further
provided a second guide rail on said frame projecting up
from said table, said first mentioned and second guide
rails being parallel and spaced apart the width of said
strip, and in which said locating means includes a first
recess formed in said first mentioned guide rail of a length
substantially equal o the length of said base and a sec-
ond recess formed in said second guide rail at least as
long as said base.

3. A device for stamping indicia on a pre-selected
spot on a standard strip form, said spot being located ver-
tically relative to a first longitudinal edge of said form
and also laterally relative to a guide line marked on said
form adjacent one of its longitudinal edges, comprising
in combination, a guide rail, indicator means cooperat-
ing with said guide line to locate said strip lateraily rela-
tive to said guide rail, said guide rail being formed with
a notch, and an indicia stamping machine having zn aper-
tured base and stamping mechanism having indicia dies
projectable through the aperture in said base, a first lon-
gitudinal edge of said base spaced from said aperture
a distance corresponding to the distance of said spot
from said first longitudinal edge of said form cooperable
with said guide rail to iocate said aperture vertically rela-
tive to said strip, and a projection on said first longitudi-
nal edge of said base complementary to said notch co-
operable with said notch to locate said aperture lateral-
1y of said strip.

4. A device according to claim 3, which further com-
prises a second guide rail on said guide parallel to said
first mentioned guide rail and spaced therefrom the width
of said strip, said second guide rail being formed with
a second notch, said base having a second longitudinal
edge opposite said first longitudinal edge of said base
formed with a second projection complementary to said
second notch, said second longitudinal edge being co-
operable with said second guide rail to locate said aper-
ture vertically relative to said strip and said second
projection being cooperable with said second notch to
locate said aperture laterally of said strip.

5. A device for stamping indicia on a pre-selected spot
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on a strip comprising a stamping machine having a base
and a frame cooperable with said base for locating said
machine relative to a strip on said frame, said frame
having parallel top and bottom guide rails spaced apart
the width of said strip whereby said strip is received be-
tween said guide rails for longitudinal movement co-
operating locating means on said base and said frame for
locating said base and frame relative to each other, sec-
ond locating means on the bottom edge of said base and
third locating means on the side edge of said base for
locating said machine relative tc markings on a card
independently of said frame.

6. A device for stamping indicia on a pre-selected spot
on a strip comprising a stamping machine having a base
and a frame cooperable with said base for locating said
machine relative to a strip on said frame, said frame
having parallel top and bottom guide rails spaced apart
the width of said strip whereby said strip is received be-
tween said guide rails for lengitudinal movement, said
guide rails being spaced apart substantially the width of
said base, opposed edges of said guide rails being each
formed with a recess shaped to receive an edge of said
base whereby said machine may be located to imprint
lines on said strip, said lines being spaced at different
distances from a longitudinal edge on said strip.

7. A device according to claim 6, in which one of said
recesses is longer than said base whereby said machine
may be located to imprint in either of two different spots
spaced differently longitudinally of said strip.

8. A device according to claim 6, in which said base
is provided with indicator markings on each of two adja-
cent edges whereby said machine may be located rela-
tive to a pair of markings on an underlying card.

9. A device according to claim 6, which further com-
prises a box for said machine and in which said frame is
the cover for said box.

10. A device according to claim 6, in which one edge
of said base is formed with an aperture to expose a mark-
ing on an underlying strip to locate said machine rela-
tive to said marking on said strip independently of said
frame. i

11. A device according to claim 10, in which said
first mentioned edge of said base is formed with a second
aperture to expose said marking whereby said machine
may be located in either of two positions relative to said
marking independently of said frame.
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