No. 755,555, ' PATENTED MAR, 22, 1904.
J. A, WEAVER. '

WHIP HOLDER AND STRETCHER.
APPLICATION FILED 00T.10, 1903,

NO MODEL,
y/d A%
VB ! g
A7 == | A
. F4 N
W I
/0 I:ill{l-
iy 4
!

v
AN

ORI

XXX,
AW ST

v

- wal

o,
)
%1

K4
23
Jo

X
5

o
4
%

3
23

Av z ﬂ%% %f//mwy

Inventor

KA
7

THE NORHIS PETERS €O.. PHOTO.LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. €.




I0

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

No. 755,555.

UNITED STATES

Patented March 22, 1904.

PaTEnT OFFICE.

JOHN A. WEAVER, OF GREELEY, COLORADO.

WHIP HOLDER AND STRETCHER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 755,555, dated ITarch 22, 1904,

Application filed October 10, 1903.

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, Jorx A. WEAVER, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Greeley, in the county of Weld and State
of Colorado, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Whip Holders and
Stretchers; and I do declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon,which form a part
of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in a
device for holding and stretching a whip, the
object being to keep the whip straight at all
times. Itis wellknownthat whenawhipisnew
it is perfectly straight, or approximately so,
but after it has been used for some time there
is a tendency for its upper extremity to bend
downwardly. The object of my improved
device, as above indicated, is to prevent this
tendency by providing a device in which the
whip may be kept stretched, so that it is per-
fectly straight when not in use. Hence by
the use of my improvement it is believed that
a whip can be kept perfectly straight until
worn out.

The invention consists of a yieldingly-sup-
ported device with which one extremity of
the whip is connected and a clamping device
adapted to grasp a part of the whip remote
from the said extremity. The tension of the
yvielding device may be regulated at pleasure.
‘When in use, as shown in the accompanying
drawings, the cracker extremity of the whip
is caught by the yielding or spring-actuated
device and the whip is pulled downwardly un-
til it is perfectly straight, after which a part

_of it remote from the cracker end is slipped

into the.clamp, whereby the whip is held in
the stretched position.

Having briefly outlined my improved eon-
struction as well as the objects I expect to ac-
complish thereby, I will proceed to describe
the same in detail, reference being made to
the accompanying drawings, in which is illus-
trated an embodiment thereof. It must be
understood, however, that while 1 have shown

Serial No, 176,669, (No model.)

and will hereinafter describe in detail a spe-
cific construction adapted to accomplish the
desired end I am not limited to the specific
construction shown, since it is evident that
many other forms of construction may be de-
vised which will accomplish the same end
without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention. i

In the drawings, Figure 1 illustrates my
improved device showing the whip in place,

the latter being partly broken away for lack:

of room on the sheet, it being desired to show
the two members of the device on a suitable
scale in this view. Tig. 2 is a side view of
the upper member of the construction shown
in Fig. 1 or a view looking in the direction
of the arrow in Fig. 1. Fig. 8 is a perspec-
tive view in detail of the holding .device for
the cracker end of the whip. Fig. 4 isa per-
spective view in detail of the plate upon which
the device shown in Fig. 3 is mounted. Fig.
5 is a perspective view in detail of the clamp-
ing device.

It will be observed from an inspection of the
drawings that my improved device consists of
two members- —namelv, the member with
which the cracker end of the whip is con-
nected and the clamping device which engages
the body part or handle of the whip remote
from its small or cracker end. TLet A desig-
nate the holding member, and B the clamping
member, each member being considered in its
entirety. The member A is provided with a
plate A’, having apertures in its extremities,
through which are passed screws or other suit-
able fastening devices A”, whereby the plate
is fixedly secured to a suitable stationary sup-
port C. Punched out of this plate A’ near
each extremity is a lug A’ extending at right
angles to the body of the plate. Each of these
lugs is provided with an opening in which is
inserted a pin or small rod A% the extremi-
ties of the pin being preferably held in place
by riveting. Upon this rod A* is mounted a
device having a claw extremity A’ a part A°
extending inwardly from the claw to the plate
A’, apart A" extending downwardly from the
part A® and in engagement with the plate A/,
and a part A® extending outwardly from the
lower extremity of the part A” and at right
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angles to the last-named part. The two parts
A®and A? are parallel with each other, and
each is provided with an opening A’, through
which the rod A*passes, whereby the holding
device is slidably mounted on the rod. Be-
tween the part A® of the holding device and
thelug A® of the plate is located a coil-spring
A", which surrounds the pin A%, its upper ex-
tremity bearing against the part A® and its
lower extremity againstthelug A®>. The ten-

sion of this spring is such that it will nor-

mally hold the claw-shaped device at its up-
ward limit of movement. The part A7 of the
claw is flat and of sufficient area to prevent
any tendency of the claw to turn upon therod
A* when the parts are assembled, since the
part A" is in contact with the outer face of
the plate A’.. This obviates any tendency of
the claw to twist about while in use. The
clamp, as shown in the drawings, consists of
a plate B’ and a piece of spring metal having
jaws B? and a circular part B. The plate B’
1s provided with openings B?, in which screws
or other suitable fastening devices can be in-
serted. The two members A and B are lo-
cated at a suitable distance from each other,
according to the length of the whip with
which they are to be used.

From the foregoing description the use and
operation of my improved device will be read-
ily understood. The cracker end of the whip
D is provided with a knot D', which is caught
in the claw A’ of the holding device. The
user then pulls down on the whip until the
spring A" is compressed to give it the neces-
sary or desired tension, after which the han-
dle D? of the whip is slipped into the clamp,
thelatter being of sufficient tension or strength
to prevent the handle from slipping when the
latter is once in place. It is evident that
when the whipis thusplaced in position in the
members of my improved device it will be
held perfectly straight, and it is believed that
if the whip when not in use is kept in this
device it will be kept perfectly straight at
all times and substantially in the same con-
dition, so far as this feature is concerned, as
when new.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim is— -

1. A whip holder and stretcher comprising
two members, one of which is provided with
a yieldingly-retained device adapted to engage
one part of the whip, and a clamping device
adapted to engage the other part-of the whip,
the two parts being arranged to hold the whip
securely in place, the yieldingly-retained part
being bodily movablein a line connecting the
two parts.

755,555

9. The combination of a yieldingly-retained
holding device and a clamping device, the two
parts being located in suitable proximity to

6o

each other, and one of the parts being bodily

movable in a line connecting the two parts.

3. Ina whip-holder, the combination of two
separated devices adapted to engage two dif-
ferent parts of the whip, one of the said de-
vices being yieldingly retained, vertically
movable bodily and having a pair of rigid
jaws.

4. The combination of two devices located
in suitable proximity to each other for hold-
ing a whip, one of the said devices being
spring-retained, and bodily movable in a line
connecting the two devices.

5. The combination of two members, one
member consisting of a plate, a pin mounted
thereon, a claw slidably mounted on the pin,
and a spring surrounding the pin and acting
on the claw; the other member consisting of
a device adapted to receive and hold a part of
the whip remote from the claw, the latter be-
ing adapted to receive the cracker end of the
whip.

8. The combination of two members, one
member consisting of a plate, a pin mounted
thereon, a claw slidably mounted on the pin
and having a flat part engaging the plate to
prevent the claw from turning, and a spring
surrounding the pin and acting on the claw;
the other member consisting of a clamping
device adapted to hold the part of the whip
remote from the claw. )

7. The combination of two members, one
member consisting of a plate provided with
a pin, a holding device slidably mounted on
the pin and comprising a claw, two parallel
parts provided with openings through which
the pin passes, and a part extending at right
angles to the parallel parts and engaging the
face of the plate to prevent the claw from
turning, and a spring surrounding the pin and
bearing upon one of the parallel parts of the
claw; the other member consisting of a device
provided with clamping-jaws adapted to re-
ceive and hold the part of the whip remote
from its small end.

8. A whip-holder comprising a yieldingly-
retalned claw and a clamping device, the two
parts being suitably separated, the claw being
bodily movable in a line connecting the two
devices. ,

In testimony whereof Iafixmy signature in
presence of two witnesses.

JOHN A. WEAVER.

Witnesses:

CuarLes K. CLARK,
Hazrrer C. BENNETT.
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