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To all, vho7n it nay concern: 
Beit known that I, THOMAs L. PREVOST, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ra 
cine, in the county of Racine and State of 
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Sand-Paper Holders; 
and I do hereby declare the following to bea 
ful, clear, and exact description of the inven 
tion, Such as Will enable others skilled in the 
art to Which it appertains to make and use 
the same. 
My invention relates to devices for holding 

and Operating With Sand-paper and emery 
cloth, and is of similar character to the holder 
shown and described in my United StatesLet 
ters Patent No. 378,522, granted me February 
28, 1887. 
The invention consists of certain features 

of improved construction,whichare disclosed 
in the following Specification and claims. 
My object is to construct a holder which 

Will enable a person using it to operate suc 
cessfully upon a straight or curved surface. 
I have ilustrated my invention in the an 

nexed drawings, with reference to which I 
will describe the Same as follows: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my device 
when in position for operating upon a con 
cave surface. Fig. 2 is a similar view show 
ing the face of the holder straight. Fig 3 is 
a cross-sectional view. 
The Same reference-letter indicates identi 

cal parts in all the figures. 
A is a flexible base-plate provided on its 

under side with an elastic cushion B. Upon 
the upper side of the base-plate A is Securedi 
a hand-grasp consisting of two parts CC', rig 
idly secured thereto near its opposite edges, 
and having a considerable space between 
them. The two clamping-jaws D D are each 
provided with a thumb-piece d and are piv 
oted at c C. The thumb - pieces d of the 
clamping - javs operate in openings E E, 
formed in the sides of the parts C C' of the 
hand-grasp, and are preferably constructed 
so as to conform to the shape of the hand 
grasp. The thumb-pieces ddare provided on 
their inner sides with a studor projection g, 

which engages one end of a spring g", the 
other end of which fits in a recess formed in 
the inner side of the parts C C' of the hand 
grasp. These springs gº, acting upon the 
thumb-piece d d, hold the clamping-jaws 
against the sand-paper or emery-cloth. 
To use my device, one of the thumb-pieces 

d is pressed until the clamping-jaw to Which 
it is attached is raised suficiently to allow 
the insertion of a piece of Sand - paper Or 
emery-cloth,whichis pushed under the champ 
a suficient distance to insure its being held. 
The paper is then bent over the face of the 
cushioned base-plate and the opposite edge 
clamped in the same manner. By pressing 
the parts C C' of the hand-grasp together the 
base-plate is curved, as shown in Fig. 1, for 
operation upon a concaved surface, and by 
forcing the parts C C' apart the plate A is 
curved in the opposite direction. It will be 
obvious that the construction may be modi 
fied for giving greater convexity to the op 
erating-surface by increasing the Space be 
tween the parts C C' of the hand-grasps. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. The combination, with the flexible base 

plate, ofa hand-grasp consisting of two parts 
attached near opposite edges to said plate, 
and pivoted clamping-javs, substantially as 
described. 

2. The combination, with the flexible base 
plate, of a hand-grasp consisting of tvo parts 
attached near opposite edges to said plate, 
substantially as described. 

3. The combination, with the flexible base 
plate, of a hand-grasp attached thereto, and 
the pivoted clamping-javs having operating 
extensions in close proximity to the Said hand 
grasp, said extensions being rigidly connected 
with said clamping-jaws, substantially as de 
Scribed. 
Intestimony whereof Iafix mysignature in 

presence of tvo Witnesses. 
THOMAS L. PREVOST. 

Vitnesses: 
W. J. REYNOLDS, 
J. F. BICKEL. 
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