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(54) Heat-sensitive lithographic printing plate precursor

(57) A heat sensitive lithographic printing plate pre-
cursor comprising in the order given (i) a lithographic
base having a hydrophilic surface, (ii) an image record-
ing layer comprising hydrophobic thermoplastic polymer
particles and (iii) a contrast layer, wherein the precursor
comprising an infrared absorbing compound present in
at least one of said image recording layer or contrast
layer and wherein the contrast layer further comprises

a colorant capable of providing a visible image after ex-
posure and development of the precursor and wherein
the image recording layer is substantially free of the col-
orant. The printing plate formed after image-wise expos-
ing and processing exhibits an improved image-contrast
and reduced staining.
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