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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, AxtoN Sacr, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Adams,
in the county of Gage and State of Ne-
braska, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Golf Apparatus, of which the

following is a specification. . Salh

My present invention pertains to the game
of golf and contemplates the provision of
an apparatus calculated to enable a person
or persons to play a game of golf on a small
Iawn' or in a yard of a small area, the
apparatus being so characterized as to gauge
or indicate the distance to which the golf
ball is presumably driven, and being also
so characterized as to indicate the correct-
ness of the drive in respect to the height
at which the golf ball is presumably driven
above the surface of the ground.

Other practical advantages of the inven-
tion will be fully understood from the fol-

lowing description and claims when the same.

are read in connection with the drawings,
accompanying and forming part of this
specification, in which:— ,

_ Figure 1 is a side elevation illustrative
of the apparatus constituting the preferred
embodiment of my invention. A

Figure 2 is an enlarged longitudinal sec-
tion of the rear portion of the apparatus.

- Figure 8 is a similar view taken through

“the forward portion of the apparatus.

- Figure 4 is an enlarged transverse section
taken in the plane indicated by the line 4—4
of Figure 1 and showing the relative ar-
rangement of the telescopically disposed
members, the coiled spring and the detent.
Figure 5 is a side elevation of the inner
portion of the said telescopically arranged
members. . '

- Similar numerals of reference designate
corresponding parts in all of the views of
the drawings. =", - »

Among other elements my novel appara-
tus comprises a golf ball 1 equipped with

an eye 2 for the connection of a slight cable.

3 which is
length. : . .

The apparatus also comprises a tubular
body 4 adapted to be arranged at about the
angle of inclination shown in Figure 1 to
the ground and closed at its rear end 5 and

preferably about three feet in

adapted to be arranged flat on the ground as
illustrated in Figure 1 and to be affixed to

~the ground through the medium of stakes

7 driven through the apertures which are
designated by 8 in Figure 2.

In the tubular body 4 is arranged a coiled
retractile spring 9 the heel end of which
Is connected to a threaded rod 10, passed
through the closed end 5 of the tubular
body and equipped with nuts 11 for ad-
justably fixing the rod 10 in position.

Manifestly by adjusting and adjustably
fixing the rod 10 relative to the tupular
body 4 the tension of the spring 9 may be
regulated as occasion:demands. :

The forward end of the tubular body 4
merges Into a cup 12 shaped to hold exactly
one-half of a steel ball 18 which may be
hollow or solid in the discretion of the manu-
facturer, the said ball 13 being provided
with an eye 14 for the connection of the for-
ward end of-the spring 9. As illustrated
the edge 15 of the cup 12 is of a dull knife
edge type. - While, I show the eye 14 on
the ball 18 as directly connected to the for-
ward end of the spring 9 it is manifestly
within the purview of my invention to inter-
pose a short base of stout cord between the
eye 14 and the forward end of the spring 9.

In accordance with my invention the ball
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13 is arranged in a spherical cup 18% which

is snugly arranged between the ball 13 and
the cap 12, and has a distinct circumference
line, and also has other lines intersecting
the first-named line at right angles, the said
lines being designated by 16 and 17, respec-
tively, and adapted to bear the same relation
to the cup 13% as the equator and meridian
lines bear to the earth. It will also be

‘noticed that the juncture 6f the meridian

lines 17 and the equator line 16 will rep-

resent zero. Along the meridian lines 17
-and at each side of the equator line 16 are

scale lines 18 which may be appropriately
marked in the discretion of the manufac-
turer. The said scale lines are designed to
indicate any deviation of the golf ball 1 to
either side from a straight line.

.The cup 18% is frictionally held under
yielding pressure between the ball 13 and
the cup 12 and fixed to and extending for-
wardly from the cup 18* is a stem 19 the
forward portion of which is bifurcated as
designated by 20 and is fixedly connected to
a tubular member 21 that is open at its for-
ward end. It will also be noticed that the
said member 21 is provided with interior
longitudinal grooves 22 to receive longitudi-
nal fins 23 on a tubular member 24 that is
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{elescopically arranged in the mewber 21
and is closed at its forward end and open at
its vear end, Ifigure 3. As clearly shown
in Figures 8 and 4 the member 24 is pro-
vided with a longitudinal series of beveled
teeth 23 which constitute a rack for coopera-
tion with a detent 26 carried by a spring
strip 27, connected at 28 to the outer side
of the tubular member 21, The tendencey of
ihe spring trip 27 is to force the detent 26 in-
wardly through an aperture 287 in the outer
member 21 so that the said defent 26 by co-
operation with the teeth 25 can_detachably
hiold the member 24 in the extended position
to which it is moved by movement of the
golf ball 1, the before mentioned cord or
cable 8 being connccted to an eye 29 appro-
priately conpected to the forward end of
the member 24. The tubular member 24 is

Iy

- moved forwardly against the action of a re-

tractile spring 80, and it will be readily un-
derstood that when desived an appropriate
seale may be associated with the rack 25 and
detent 26 so that the whole will constitute a
distance gauge—i. e., a gauge indicating the
distance to which the egolf ball 1 is pre-
sumably driven by a blow of a golf club
against the same. At its vear end the spring
90 is connected to a threaded rod 51 that ex-

tends loosely through the rear end of the

tubuiar member 21 and is equipped with nuts
99 for the regulation of the tension of the
coiled spring 30 as occasion demands.

Tn the practieal use of my novel appara-
tus as described it will be understood that it
is the provinee of a player practicing or
playing in a contest with an opponent to
strike the ball 1 with the golf club in the
énme manner that a golf ball is struck inei-
dent to the conventional playing of & game of
goif.  When the ball is struck as stated, the
distance to which the ball is presumably
driven will be indicated by the graduations
on the member 24, Figure 5, in cooperation
with the forward end of the body 21, while
the correctness of the blow against the golf
ball 1 so far as the height to which the golf
ball is driven is concerned will be indicated
by the cup 18* in cooperation with the cup

&, it being understood in this connection
that because of the frictional contact hefore
referred to, the cup 18 will retain the posi-
tion to which it is moved relative to the eup
12 until stress is appiied to the stem 19 to
restore the cup 13* to the zero position illus-
trated in Figure L.

Manifestly it is within the purview of my
invention to make the parts of my improve-
ment of any metal or alloy that is best suit-
ed to the purpose of the particular part, and
notwithstanding the recreation that the ap-
paratus is“manifestly adapted fo afford the
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apparatus is simple and inexpensive in con-
struction and is well adapted to withstand
considerable rough usage.

T have entered into a detailed deseriptioh
of the construction and relative arrange-
ment of the parts embraced in the present
and preferred embodiment of my invention

in order to impart a full, clear and exact 7

understanding of the said embodiment. 1
do not desire, however, to be understood as
confining myself to the specific construction
and relative arrangement of parts inasmuch
as in the future practice of the invention
various changes and modifications may be
made such as fall within the scope of my in-
vention as defined in my appended claims.

Ilaving described my invention, what 1
claim and desive to secure by Letters-Pat-
ent, is:—

1. In a golf apparatus; means including a
cup and adapted to be anchored to the
ground or te an appropriate surface, a ball
in said cup, a retractile spring connected
with said ball and said means, a cup receiv-
ing the ball and interposed between the hall
and the first-named cup, and a captive golf
bail connected with the second-named cup.

9. In a goif apparatus, means including 2
cup and adapted to be'anchored to the ground
or to an appropriate surface, a ball in said
cup, a retractile spring conneeted with said
ball and said means, & cup receiving the ball
and interposed between the bail and the
first-named cup, and a captive golf ball con-
nected with the second-named cup; the snid
second-named cup having an equator linc
and meridian lines and also having lines of
eraduation adjacent to the meridian lines
and extending at opposite sides of the equa-
tor line.

3. In a golf apparatus, means including a
cup and adapted tc be anchored to the
ground or tc an appropriate surface, a ball
in said cup, a-rétractile spring connected
with said ball and saild means, a cup receiv-
ing the bail and interposed hetween the ball
and the first-named cup, and a captive golf
bail connected with the second-named cup;
there being on the sald second-named cup
an equator line and meridian lines and also
having lines of graduation adjacent to the
meridian lines and extending at oppostte
sides of the equator line, and the connection
between the second named cup and the cap-
tive golf ball including yielding means for
resisting the movement of the golf ball, and
means cooperating therewith for indicating
the distancs of a presumable drive of the
golf ball.

Tn testimony whereof I affix my signatuie.

ANTON SAGL.
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